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Sierra Leone: Humanitarian Situation Report Apr 2004

SECURITY HIGHLIGHTS
Security Overview

The internal security situation within Sierra LLeone remains calm. However, the
underlying economic problems of rising prices, high unemployment, and high levels of
poverty, mixed with frequent allegations of corruption at all levels of government are all
catalysts for dissatisfaction, anger and frustration. There are also individuals who might
seek to take advantage of what they perceive to be a security vacuum developing as
UNAMSIL draws down over the coming months and hands over responsibility for
security of the country to the Government of Sierra Leone.

Government Urged to Intensify Security Efforts - the UN Security Council has urged the
government to intensify efforts towards building an effective and sustainable police force,
army, penal system and an independent judiciary in preparation for assuming the full
responsibility for maintaining law and order in Sierra Leone. UNAMSIL's, mandate has
been extended until September 2004 with a residual force expected to remain in the
country till June 2005.

Police Take Steps to Strengthen Security - The Sierra Leone Police (SLP) is now
preparing for the forthcoming local council elections on 22 May. The Operations
Commander for the SLP, Francis Munu sees this as a considerable challenge as
UNAMSIL forces were charged with the principal security responsibilities for the general
elections in 2002. He stressed that before the 22 May elections, awareness meetings will
be held with all political parties to sensitise them about the role of the police and their
own responsibilities in ensuring a peaceful election process.

UNAMSIL Transfer Security Responsibilities in the Northern Province - UNAMSIL
handed over the responsibility for security in the Northern Province to the national
security forces of the Government of Sierra Leone on 22 April. UNAMSIL will retain a
monitoring role in the province.

POLITICAL HIGHLIGHTS

Preparation for Local Government Elections Progressing - The National Electoral
Commission (NEC) report that despite the initial low turn out for the voter registration,
over 2.27 million people registered for the local government elections during a nation-
wide exercise conducted in March 2004. The elections, scheduled to take place on 22
May 20041, will see the re-establishment of local councils, abolished in 1972. This will



constitute an important step towards promoting decentralisation in the country. The
nomination of candidates took place from 14 - 16 April. 1,112 candidates have been
registered for the 394 wards (41% affiliated to SLPP, 24% to APC and 31%
independent), with less than 10% of women candidates. Campaigning began in earnest at
the end of April and will continue until 20 May.

Local Government Funding - Finance Minister Joseph Dauda announced that the World
Bank have given the Government a Grant of $25 million to support the decentralisation
and capacity building of the 19 Local Councils once elected on 22 May.

Independence Day Celebrations - The President, Alhaji Dr. Ahmed Tejan Kabbah, joined
the nation on 27 April to celebrate its emancipation from colonial rule 43 years ago. The
President reminded the nation of the true meaning of independence and its attendant
responsibilities. He highlighted the principal challenges problems facing Sierra Leone,
including poverty, illiteracy, disease, HIV/AIDS, corruption and mismanagement and, to
some extent, complacency. He said that it is everyone's responsibility to play a positive
role. He stressed the need for food security and said it is imperative that war on hunger is
declared as a national priority.

As a goodwill gesture to celebrate the occasion, President Kabbah pardoned seventy-nine
prisoners. The Attorney General said that the decision to release the prisoners was based
on the nature of the offences committed and the prisoners' good behaviour during their
incarceration.

10th Anniversary of Genocide in Rwanda Remembered - Sierra Leone joined the rest of
the world to remember and pray for the victims of the genocide in Rwanda ten years ago.
The Special Representative to the Secretary General to Sierra Leone- Mr. Daudi
Mwakawago read a message from the Secretary General during a commemoration
ceremony. In the message, Kofi Annan stated that the international community failed
Rwanda and that it will always leave the world with a sense of bitter regret. He stated that
the UN is doing its best to help the people of Rwanda to recover from trauma and
reconcile their differences. The SG also pointed out that lessons have not been learned
from the genocide in Rwanda as human rights violations still continue in many parts of
the world.

Special Court - The defense lawyers for war crime indictees Hinga Norman and Moinina
Fofana, have filed a motion seeking the barring of Renate Winter, the Special Court's
Acting President. The defence alleges that the judge was involved in supporting a
UNICEF and No Peace Without Justice publication in September 2002, which
demonstrates bias. The prosecution rejected the motion maintaining that the allegation is
unfounded.

Judge Bankole Thompson of the Special Court has rejected and discharged an earlier
motion by the prosecutor to freeze the account(s) of indictee, Hinga Norman. He stated
that evidence put forward by the prosecution was not sufficient to support the motion.



Visiting DDR Team from the Ivory Coast - The Ivorian DDR team, headed by Patrice
Kouassi visited Freetown to study how DDR was undertaken in Sierra Leone in
preparation for launching the disarmament process for the estimated 5,000 troops in Cote
d'Ivoire. Despite the differences in the Ivorian situation, it is felt that there are many
lessons that can be learnt from how peace was consolidated and how ex-combatants were
reintegrated into communities in Sierra Leone.

Related Documents:

Latest Emergency Updates: Sierra Leone; West Africa

Latest By Country: Cote d'Ivoire; Liberia; Sierra Leone

Other ReliefWeb documents by: UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
Source URL: http://www.reliefweb.int

Jan Ley

Home Page: www.reliefweb.int
Comments



UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian

IRINNEWS.ORG Affairs

Thursday 13 May 2004
LIBERIA: UNMIL says 26,000 disarmed so far

MONROVIA, 12 May 2004 (IRIN) - The
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
said on Wednesday said nearly 26,000
fighters had been disarmed so far by
international peacekeepers, but with the
disarmament programme yet to extend
into rural areas, the total number likely to
come forward was still unknown.

Major General Joseph Owonibi, the deputy
commander of UNMIL, said no target had
been set for the number of fighters that

© IRIN | b the UN was aiming to disarm in Liberia.

Many have been disarmed, but did they "The only time we will be able to give a

all fight? figure is at the end of the disarmament,”
he said.

UNMIL estimated late last year that Liberia's three armed factions had a total of
38,000 combatants, but subsequent official estimates have fluctuated up to
60,000.

Clive Jacknik, the head of the UN disarmament programme, told a news conference
in Monrovia that since a false start to the exercise in December, a total of 25,961
combatants from the country's three warring groups had been disarmed. The
disarmament programme was relaunched on a more organised footing in mid-April.

"So far, as of yesterday [Tuesday] which was operational day 27 since the 15 of
April, 12,385 combatants were disarmed in Liberia during the second phase of the
DDR (disarmament, demobilisation and rehabilitation) programme. Taking the
previous case of December, that brings the number to 25,961," Jacknik said.

UNMIL tried unsuccessfully to launch a disarmament exercise in the capital
Monrovia in December. However, rioting by former government soldiers demanding
cash up front for handing in their weapons and the failure of the single cantonment
centre created at the time to cope with demand, forced the United Nations to put
DDR on hold for four months.

Four cantonment sites are now operational, but well-informed Liberians in
Monrovia have told IRIN that some non-combatants are colluding with former
fighters to take part in the DDR programme in order to claim the US$300
resettlement grant payable to all those who demobilise.

Genuine fighters have been giving these non-combatants weapons and
ammunitition to hand in as they register themselves at the cantonment sites, they

said.



Despite Onwobi's reluctance to estimate the true number of former combatants,
Moses Jarbo, the head of Liberia's disarmament and demobilisation commission,
said there could be up to 60,000.

"The commission, along with the political leadership of the former warring factions,
unanimously believe that the figure being represented by the UN is under-
estimated. As the disarmament progresses, we would suggest working around a
figure of between 55,000-60,000 ex-fighters," he told IRIN.

Jacknik said that of the 12,385 disarmed by UN peacekeepers since 15 April, 8,710
had already been discharged from the four cantonment sites for reintegration into
local communities.

He also reiterated that plans were underway to create additional disarmament
centres in remote parts of rural Liberia where there are believed to be more
fighters waiting to disarm.

"We have plans for new sites in Liberia in order to cater to more outland areas
where there is case load of former warring factions members who wish to come
into the DDR process," Jacknick said.

General Owonibi said the number of peacekeeping soldiers on the ground was
moving to closer to the authorised strength of 15,000 and the force would soon be
deploying into as yet unsecured areas near the southeastern border with Cote
d'Ivoire.

"Our ceiling is 15, 000 troops, so far we have been able to reach a figure of 14,127
troops...we are still looking at doing further deployments in Harper and some parts
of Nimba County," Owonibi said.

Nimba County and Harper, the provincial headquarters of Maryland County, both
contain large numbers of fighters who have yet to be disarmed.

Nimba was formerly a stronghold of forces loyal to the former government of
Charles Taylor, while Harper is a key base of the Movement for Democracy in
Liberia (MODEL) rebel group.
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The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) said on Wednesday said nearly 26,000
fighters had been disarmed so far by international peacekeepers, but with the
disarmament programme yet to extend into rural areas, the total number likely to come
forward was still unknown.

Major General Joseph Owonibi, the deputy commander of UNMIL, said no target had
been set for the number of fighters that the UN was aiming to disarm in Liberia.

"The only time we will be able to give a figure is at the end of the disarmament," he said.

UNMIL estimated late last year that Liberia's three armed factions had a total of 38,000
combatants, but subsequent official estimates have fluctuated up to 60,000.

Clive Jacknik, the head of the UN disarmament programme, told a news conference in
Monrovia that since a false start to the exercise in December, a total of 25,961
combatants from the country's three warring groups had been disarmed. The disarmament
programme was relaunched on a more organised footing in mid-April.

"So far, as of yesterday [Tuesday] which was operational day 27 since the 15 of April,
12,385 combatants were disarmed in Liberia during the second phase of the DDR
(disarmament, demobilisation and rehabilitation) programme. Taking the previous case of
December, that brings the number to 25,961," Jacknik said.

UNMIL tried unsuccessfully to launch a disarmament exercise in the capital Monrovia in
December. However, rioting by former government soldiers demanding cash up front for
handing in their weapons and the failure of the single cantonment centre created at the
time to cope with demand, forced the United Nations to put DDR on hold for four

months.



Four cantonment sites are now operational, but well-informed Liberians in Monrovia
have told IRIN that some non-combatants are colluding with former fighters to take part
in the DDR programme in order to claim the US$300 resettlement grant payable to all
those who demobilise.

Genuine fighters have been giving these non-combatants weapons and ammunitition to
hand in as they register themselves at the cantonment sites, they said.

Despite Onwobi's reluctance to estimate the true number of former combatants, Moses
Jarbo, the head of Liberia's disarmament and demobilisation commission, said there
could be up to 60,000.

"The commission, along with the political leadership of the former warring factions,
unanimously believe that the figure being represented by the UN is under-estimated. As
the disarmament progresses, we would suggest working around a figure of between
55,000-60,000 ex-fighters," he told IRIN.

Jacknik said that of the 12,385 disarmed by UN peacekeepers since 15 April, 8,710 had
already been discharged from the four cantonment sites for reintegration into local
communities. He also reiterated that plans were underway to create additional
disarmament centres in remote parts of rural Liberia where there are believed to be more
fighters waiting to disarm.

"We have plans for new sites in Liberia in order to cater to more outland areas where
there is case load of former warring factions members who wish to come into the DDR
process," Jacknick said.

General Owonibi said the number of peacekeeping soldiers on the ground was moving to
closer to the authorised strength of 15,000 and the force would soon be deploying into as
yet unsecured areas near the southeastern border with Cote d'Ivoire.

"Our ceiling is 15, 000 troops, so far we have been able to reach a figure of 14,127
troops...we are still looking at doing further deployments in Harper and some parts of
Nimba County," Owonibi said.

Nimba County and Harper, the provincial headquarters of Maryland County, both contain
large numbers of fighters who have yet to be disarmed.

Nimba was formerly a stronghold of forces loyal to the former government of Charles

Taylor, while Harper is a key base of the Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL)
rebel group.
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HEADLINE: Liberia;
Don't Conceal Heavy Weapons, Independent Commission Appeals to Factions

BYLINE: The Analyst

BODY:

In the wake of reports that some warring factions in the recent armed conflict are
surreptitiously transporting heavy weapons into neighboring countries, the National Human
Rights Commission of Liberia (NHRCL) is calling on the warring factions not to conceal any
weapons in their possession.

The commission said heavy weapons used by LURD, MODEL and the former GOL appeared to
be sneaking out of the country in the wake of their failure to report said weapons since the
DDRR process got underway.

According to a release from the Commission, such report is "worrisome" and that any
attempt to conceal those "weapons negates not only the expressed commitment of the
factions concerned but are moves to further derail the peace process.

Besides, it says such has the propensity to undermine the entire ongoing peace process in
the country.

The Commission observed that the DDRR process cannot be successful unless the factions
give their heavy weapons to UNMIL as a demonstration of sincerity to making Liberia gun
free.

According to a press release, the alleged smuggling of heavy weapons from Liberia is
"equally detrimental to the fortification of sub-regional peace and stability, as they could land
into the hands of recycling mercenaries whose only profession is to fight war.

The release signed by the commission Coordinator, A. Blamo Sieh also called on the factions
to bring forward all of the "mortars and heavy weapons" they are allegedly smuggling across
the various borders.

"Any failure to turn over the weapons would only mean that the factions have future sinister
motives to pursue later," the release said.

Meanwhile, the NHRCL is calling on UNMIL to "closely monitor the factions and pressurize
them to produce all heavy weapons. Their leaders should be held responsible if those guns
are not brought forward for the enhancement and consolidation of National and sub-region
peace and security.
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Indep. Comm. Robbed of US$20,000 -Finance Ministry Accused By George Borteh Corruption
and/or embezzlement of funds belonging to public institution have allegedly taken place
again at the Finance Ministry, which is government's financial nerves center. This time, it the
Independent Human Rights Commission that has fallen prey.

The Commission has reported that a staggering amount of US$20,000 intended for its
oipeations and employees salary arrears has reportedly disappeared at the Ministry of
Finance.

The Chairman of the Commission, Atty. T. Dempster Brown seems to have been enbittered
by what he described as a callous act by certain officials of the ministry to cripple the work of
his Commission by their.

Speaking at a press conference in Monrovia, Atty Brown ralther put it bluntly: "Some officials
of the Ministry of Finance have robbed the Independent National Human Rights Commission
of Liberia (INHRC) of US$20,000 intended to settle the salaries of employees of the
Commission and other things.” The varicity of the human rights lawyer's allegation is yet to
be established as did not name those officials who may have stolen the Commission's
government allotment that could strengthen and envigorate its employees.

According to Atty. Brown, portion of the money, apart from settling employees' salary
arrears, was opoeratonal funds that could have settled many problems of the Commission.

Although the human rights lawyer did not name the officials at the Ministry of Finance may
have siphoned the money, he said the National Transitional Government made the allotment
for the Commission to pay its employees.

Atty. Brown questioned the motives of the unidentified officials who have allegedly taken
away the money intended for the Commission.

"They have always said the Commission talks too much about human rights, and now they
are done all they could to impede the work of the Commission," Atty. Brown larmented.

Government has not been able to pay employees for several months, and Atty. Brown notes
that such act has the propensity of making the employees despondent.
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HEADLINE: Liberia;
Leadership Blamed for Liberia's Problems

BYLINE: The NEWS
BODY:
A Liberian politician, Dr. Joseph Korto, has observed that the problems in the country over

the years were due to political and leadership failures.

He also observed that over the years, the Liberian people were not given the chance to
exercise their franchise without any undue influence in the political system.

Dr. Korto indicated that individuals who ascend to the helm of power have often failed to
provide leadership quality for the development of the country.

He pointed out that if democracy must be practiced in the country, Liberians should be free
to choose who they want.

Dr. Korto, an Executive of the Liberian Action Party (LAP) made the statement following his
arrival Tuesday from the United States of America.

Speaking to reporters Tuesday evening on Power Television, Dr. Korto warned Liberians to be
meticulous about who they choose to lead their country next year.

He urged Liberians to be careful of the role money plays in elections, adding, "What you need
is not token of few dollars when you do that, you compromise your country."

Dr. Korto said following 14 years of terrible war, Liberians don't need token for their future,
but need a leader who will provide true leadership for peace, stability and economic
sustainability.

"Any leader that buys his or her way to the Executive Mansion is not obligated to you,
because you have compromised your vote," the Liberian politician pointed out.

He called on Liberians to seek for a leader who will not only make promises but one who has
the leadership quality to deliver the goods to the people.

On the peace process, Dr. Korto said although it is not easy to erase the terrible past of the
country, Liberians should support the disarmament process and preach reconciliation.
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HEADLINE: Lawyer predicts 'justice with a vengeance' in trial of Saddam Hussein
BYLINE: ELAINE GANLEY; Associated Press Writer
DATELINE: PARIS
BODY:
Saddam Hussein will recognize no court if he goes to trial in Iraq, where a "justice of
vengeance" would be meted out, the French lawyer on a team defending the toppled Iraqi
dictator said Wednesday.
Emmanuel Ludot, one of 20 lawyers on a defense committee, said their strategy is to argue
that no one has the right to judge Saddam. But he also said the team has proposed a trial
under United Nations auspices in The Hague, in the Netherlands.
"We consider that this war is completely illegal. The Americans penetrated Iraq without U.N.

backing and the detention of Saddam is irregular because of the illegal character of the war,
Ludot said in a telephone interview.

"Saddam Hussein will not recognize any tribunal, or any sanction whatever it may be. He
considers that no one has the right to judge him," Ludot said. He confirmed that the defense
team was still seeking permission to visit their client, held in a secret location by the United
States.

The attorney predicted that any trial would be "slapdash” and claimed it would be aimed at
executing the former Iraqi president, who has not yet been charged.

"This is a justice of vengeance, summary justice with a goal to quickly judge and shoot him,"
Ludot said.

Should Saddam be transferred to Iragi authorities before June 30, when the U.S. occupiers

are to transfer sovereignty to Iraq, it would be contrary to the Geneva Conventions since
hostilities would not officially be over, he said.
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Were he handed over after June 30, which is likely, the defense could seek a trial annulment
on grounds that a prisoner must be handed over to a signatory of the Geneva Conventions,
Ludot added.

"Is the new Iragi government considered a signatory? It's not obvious," he said.
Salem Chalabi, the head of Iraq's war crimes tribunal, said in a statement Wednesday that
the United States would hand over individuals in custody, once they are indicted, to the

special Iraqi court handling the cases "if that court is ready to take them."”

However, Chalabi said it was "unlikely" that the tribunal would be prepared to assume
custody of defendants before June 30.

The statement backtracked on remarks by Chalabi on Tuesday in which he said Saddam
would be handed over by June 30.

Ludot said that, in any event, Saddam cannot be judged in Iraq because "the judges have no
independence."

"There will be no impartiality,” he said.

He said the defense team wants judges appointed by the United Nations for a trial to convene
in The Hague. Ludot said the lawyers had written to U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan on
the subject some two months ago, but have had no reply.

Mohammad Rashdan, an Amman-based attorney on the committee, said Monday that a
defense argument would focus on "the legitimacy of the tribunal and the legitimacy of Iraq's
constitution drafted under the occupation which ousted the legitimate president of Iraq,
Saddam Hussein."

The team of attorneys says it was appointed by Saddam's wife, Sajida Khairallah Telfah.
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HEADLINE: Liberia's Taylor demands damages from British author for alleged defamation
DATELINE: LAGOS, May 7

BODY:
Former Liberian president Charles Taylor has demanded an apology from a British author for
alleged defamation and 10 million US dollars as damages, local media reported Friday.

Taylor alleged that the author, Geoffrey Robertson, defamed him in his book entitled "Crimes
Against Humanity -- The Struggle or Global Justice," the News Agency of Nigeria reported.

In a letter to Robertson, written by Taylor's counsel Bayo Ojo on behalf of him, the former
president also demands that the author tender an apology to him in at least two editions of
both the London Daily Times and Daily Telegraph.

The letter stated that Taylor would file a lawsuit against the author if he failed to meet the
demands.

"Failure to do these, we have the instruction of our client to commence legal proceedings
forthwith against your person without further recourse to you, to restore his good nhame or
whatever is now left out of it, thanks to your aforesaid publication," Ojo said.

He said the publication had lowered Taylor's reputation in the eyes of right-thinking persons
in numerous countries.

The counsel added that it was untrue that the former president sponsored Sierra Leonean
former rebel Revolutionary United Front in the crimes of pillage, rape and diamond smuggling
as postulated in the book.

Taylor, who went into exile in Nigeria last August as rebels laid siege to the Liberian capital
Monrovia, was accused by the United Nations-backed war crimes tribunal on Sierra Leone
of main backer of the Sierra Leonean rebels.

Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo has assured him that the country would not succumb

to pressure to hand him over for trial though the United States had offered a reward of 2
million US dollars for his capture.
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The former president has since lived in Calabar, capital of Nigeria's southern state of Cross
River.
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Book Review

By Sheka Turawalie

It is rather u cruel coincidence for the
British Army that | am doing a review
on William Fowler's book, "Operation
Burras," at a time when British soldiers
are arguably ut the centre of the most
critical moment of their institution, vis-
a-vis their allegedly inhuman actions
towards prisoners of war in lrag. It is
definitely not u question ot adding salt
Lo injury, -but rather those rare double
oceurrences that cannot be easily
explained other than purting it on fate.
Actually, what | am writing now is a
kind of supplement to a response | had
earlier written atter Fowler had written
an advertorial preview of his book in the
Daily Mail (6th March 2004). In that
commentary, | had stated that | wished [
could get a copy ol the book so that |
would probably review my pusition on
how 1 felt Fowler hud distorted some of
the fucts or rather embellished the slory
so much that he either added two much
or lett out so muny 1o the extent that, far
from contradicting him. [ telt it was
necessary to put the records straight.

Well, now, the publisher of the website
www. Alricanreviewotbouks.com
responded 10 my wish, and here am |
making my critique after reading,
"Operation Barras"

Oue thing | realised was that William
Fowlers when writing the book, was
cangli between two worlds: the world
ol his tuther s a colonial master (pp.3-
O) i which the young William
participated, and the world of William
Fowler the British inan whose urmy had
gone back to the former colonial teritory
1o stamp its authority in the course of a
civil war. We know that the British have
one. | ook notice of Fowler's slump to
pre-emptive judgment tor his book's
tnudequacies when he noted in the
introduction thai Military history.
however. cun be'un imprecise urt & (and)
can sometines distort the reality of war.
(p-5) Atter reuding the bouk, especighly
the sections that dealt with Operation
Barrus itself, | tended to agree with
Fowler vn his earlier position sbout
having _ & drawn my owa conclusions
about Sierra Leone und &. Operation
Barras (p.3) - because, the account of

. fhe operation. having really been

distorted. was uctually Fowler's own
conclusion, and nut exuctly what
huppencd. -

In Fowler's book., | have come to reulise
the daniger in relying on vutside sources
while writing about events that vecurred
thuusands ot miles away. | may not be
correct here. but the teeling | have is that
Fowler is vutio do u sincere jub tor both
Sierra Leone and Britin: but in the
process, while perhaps doing it too
hastily. gor caught by the snare of
narrating a real-lite story in the form of
fiction.

Commenting  on the raining
programnie forgaiised by the British tor
the new Sierry Leone Army). one
expatiiae sheered over his evening drink
i Frectown, "Britliant, il we gel the
army really swart and efficient and
disciplined, muy bed the next coup will
be u bloodless one.” (P.9Y)

Such (hip-fop quowtions, without 4y
proper source or reference, are too
numerous in the book. The impression |
get about Fowler is that, sitting in
London or in Humpshire, he creates
churucters and puis words in their

mouths as i heintecviewed theny or was =
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present when they were speaking. He would

quote a man saying this, or a woman saying
that, without telling when they actually said
it or to whom. In pages 74, 75, 80 and 86,

among many, one ¢an find similar poorly

sourced, rather un-referenced, quotations
and ussertions. Even when quoting
newspapers like The Guardian as in page
75 or The Daily Telegraph as in page 150,
Fowler could not tell the reader which

edition of the paper_he was referring to -

too bad tor researchers. And when he makes
the correct reference like quoting Expo

Times of 30 August 2000, he would make

the erroneous mistake of calling the paper,
Frectown-based; when it is not.

Yet it does not occur to me that Fowler
does not know his job. He knows he is

jumbling facts for a particularly British

readership which never expected him to iie
on The Guardian. And with his colossal
high-profile background of having been
educated at Cambridge, and concentrating
since 1972 on military history, current
attairs and defence technology, having been
a researcher at the Royal United Services
Institute, Whitehall, during the Falklands
War in 1982, and from 1983 to 1990 Land
Forces editor of Defence magazine & In
August 2002, Harper Collins published his
book (on) the first fuil account of the
successtul action by No. 4 Commando at
Dieppe in August 1942, indeed with such a
luudable trail of writing knowledge and
military insight, one would only review any
of Fowler' s writings with the caution and

wisdom of a serpent. He is, | admit, one of

Britain' s tinest writers.

Yet being a fine writer is not the same as
writing the truth. And in Fowler' s
bivgraphy there is no indication that he ever
visited Sierra Leone to conduct interviews.
Eventually, what [ discern is that Fowler is
following the age-old tradition of soldiers
stunding by their colleagues to the end.
Because, in truth, Fowler was a soldier
(once a soldier always a soldier) in the
Royal Green Jackets who served with
British forces in the Gult War of 1990-91 ...
A loyal British soldier indeed, extolling the
virtues of his institution, is my conclusion
after going through Operation Barras. Yet,
doing it at the expense of history is very
dangerous. And this brings me to the story
ot Operation Barras proper.

In his bid to protect his institution and its
personnel, Fowler opened u Pandora's box

~rol’ questions. which in the end left much to

be desired. Instead of saving Mujor
Marshall's name (the commander of the
kidnupped soldiers), Fowler exposed him
us having unnecessarily, if unwittingly,
caused the death of one British soldier. And
instead of making Operation Barras look
like the biggest British military operation
on the continent (Africa) for a generation,
he betrayed it as a rather wasteful fight
against approximately [00 to 200 (p.126)
West Side Boys with an average age of 19
(P. t13), many of whom were not former
soldiers (www sierra-leone.org, August 27,
2000), with only their commander having
been a member ot the AFRC ( www .siera-
levne.org, September 7, 2000).

And this points to one thing: that the unit
that the British Army was fabulously
preparing to confront was not the original

group that uppropriately bore the epithet of

jungle guerrillas. William Fowler knew that,
but he would want to evade the fact.
However, the Sierra Leone web
(www.sierra-leone.org) trom which he
heavily uoted withoul acknowledgment

{save foerS It Y™K TI6"Broverbs ™ The original West Side Boys against the

quoted at the beginning of each chapter
were from it) has several instances to
show that the real West Side Boys had
since left the jungle and were in fact
now part of the government forces. A
tew exampies would do.

After the RUF had tried to derail the
peace process earlier in May 2000, the
West Side Boys played no small role
in putting things in order: " Pro-
government torces led by the ex SLA
s (Sterra Leone Army) West Side unit.
have retaken the town of Masiaka from
RUF rebels& Ag. Chief of Defence
Staff, Tom Carew, inspected the town
as the West Side fighters celebrated
their victory by firing their assault
ritles into the air.” (Sierra Leone web,
13th May 2000). "A coalition of pro-
government forces consisting of &
soldiers of the AFRC's West Side unit
loyal to Johnny Paul Koroma pushed
as faras Magbeli bridge over the Rokel
River& ..." (Sierra Leone web, [7th
May 2000). Apparently reterring to the
West Side Boys for these victories, the
commander of the British forces in
Sierra Leone, Brigadier David
Richards, said, " [ believe that
Freetown is now secure by the UN and
the new government forces." (Sierra
Leone web, 14th may 2000)

Fowler did not completely hide the
tact. He quoted The Guardian's Chris
McGreal as having stated that, “the
Britsh were 50 keen to find troops W
defend the government that the West
Side Boys were supplied with
ammunition, food and medicines"
(p-110). He also wrote that, " a British
Lieutenant-Colonel was reported to
have directed the West Side Boys
attack on-the rebels (& [and about]
British Special Forces working with
the West Side Boys&)" (p.110) He
even recalled an earlier incident of
three British Majors and one
Lieutenant-Commander serving with
UNAMSIL having escaped from an
RUF hold-up in Mukeni to Mile 91 und
were pleased to leam that the West Side
Boys were moving towards the town
to assist in its defence (p.74)

But, obviously, Fowler was doing all
this to insinuate that it was these same
West Side Boys that had now captured
the 11 British soldiers - which was
completely incorrect. The truth is that
all the soldiers that had left the jungle
on the orders of Johnny Paul Koroma
never returned to the bush again. The
residual West Side Boys who had taken
over the Okra Hill buse were. except
Kallay, definitely not soldiers, who by
all indicutions had never got involved
in direct military combat before - albeit
targeting civilians.

But the real factual error that William
Fowler commits in, 'Operation Barras'
lies in presenting the operation as an
exclusively British affair. From
negotiations to planning to execution
(apart trom alluding to consultations
between the West Side Boys and their
refatives, or talking to UN officials, or
getting President Kabbah's rubber-
Stamip consent), Fowler implied that it
was wholly and solely British business
_ working on the basis that plans und
intelligence were classitied UK eyes
only_ (p.127). It will be an unending
review if one should try to dissect
graphicaily how Fowler over-glorified
the British Army' s assiduousness in
‘Operation Barras'. But the simple
yeality is that, had the British not used

remnant West Side Boys holcing the
wayward British soldiers, all the quoting,
of fictional characters to have said, not
even the US could probubly have done
as well, (p.lS?) would have been
something else. '

Lam not a sadist, for in Sierra Leone |
was at the foretront of journalist., calling
on the West Side Boys to reicase the

British; and from the developments that]

were taking place, after releasing tive,
and then dropping their political
demands to ask for a safe passage to,
another country (pp.132-133), tne West
Side Boys were ultimately cap.tulating

to the point that, even without]”

‘Operation Barras', the hostagss were
going to be freed unharmed any way.

But it seemed three forces were ichy :

to muke or save a name. First, the British
wunted to display military might {though

late in the | l-year war) so that w hatever 7

good might come out of the peace
process in Sierra Leone would ulimately
be ulluded to them.

Second, the original West Side Boys
wanted to teach their former comrade
Kallay and his gang a lesson for not
listening to the calls of theis leader
Johnny Paul Koroma, and eventually for
them - as it were - to be retrained as the
new Sierra Leone Army. And third,
President Kabbah wanted an example
from the British 1o turther justity his
curlier Nigerain-led (Sundline-s neared)
interveition against the West Si le Boys
combined. Thus,Operation Barias .

Lo Fowler' s account, the second group
is conspicuously missing in aciion. He
has done this so meticulously, so
consciously, and so deliberately that any
allusion to the British forces having got

some help only comes in the last chapter,} *

. Aftermath. Quoting a Sierr:. Leong
govemment stulement apparently found
in the Sierra Leone web. Fowler stated
that Government is very pleased that the
Sierra Leonean troops that were involved
i the operation acquitted themselves
well (p.101). The reuder, havirg come

this far, is bound to be confused as tof

which operation the governmznt and
Fowler were tiking about. Ever British

SN g,

Defence Secretary, Geoff Houon, was|:

reported to have told reporters that Sierra

Leonean troops had provided support} -

and assistance to the rescue operation

{Sierra Leone web, l0th September, B

2000). But in Fowler' s story, th2 whole

operation was carried out by tie SAS|:

and other British personnél. Only! j.,
Overall, however. Fowler should, be

thanked tor his buok. which, in effect )

hus vpenied a source lor further esearch

on 'Operation Barrass. | hold tae viewf
that he is one of the best war writer$ inf
the world. He has the military lunguagef
at his tinger tips, he knows the weapons, fi
the ammunition, and even the men - then ;
with his frequent references to famous|’
military campaigns, ancieit and|-
contemporary, no author has in recentf -

times 5o raised the name of Sien 1 Leone
to the height of an internations player

in military balaclava, And ivis mtirclyf;

left with Fowler, after readiog this

review, to consider the op.ion of],
producing u revised edition of hus book.|.
piteh,}

But, if it were on a footbal
‘Operation Barras' would have been

"

booked for not playing Tairly.(Shekaf
larawalie is u Sierra Leoneun Journalistf
attending a seminar in London. He was|

Publications Officer uf the Centre for
Media Education” & 7T

d newspaper editur und cyrrently




By Amara A Sanura

Senior Assistant Commissioner of Police in
fharge of @peraazmzs F rancis A. Munu has
: Freelown that a cache of arms were
covered thirty five (35) miles inside the
15 territory close to the Sierra Leone
@fv‘”\'i week,
news confer- of the weapon which, he
o headquar- said was of a very sernous
ters yesterday, C ommis- course for concem to the
vunu Sdld ncbody Cont. Page 9

ence at 0
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From Front Page reasons {0 suspect that
Sierra Leone police. _more arms could have
«q is of concern to us.  D€en hidden in other
The weapons were nexghbounng countries
concelled that iswhywe as Liberia is bounded
are concern”. the SAC with three countries and
Ops said. He further the atlantic ocean.
said troops from the “We will continue to be

Uniited Nations Mission  vigilant to man our bor-
in Liberia have taken the ders in seeking relevant
necessary action to re- intelligence to forestall
move them and trans- any infiltration of weap- _
ported themto saferlo- OnNS into the country”
cation, adding that they ~ Munu said.
have already destroyed He assured Sierra

- A g

those the found. Leoneans that the police
He said there might be - will cantinued to monitor
™ ve -

has yet to claim ownership

the situation and take
the necessary measures
to forestall any attempt
to traffic weapons into
the country,adding that
the police will also con-
tinued to monitor

" movement in Liberia to

ensure regional secu-
rity.

Commissioner Munu
said soldiers of the Re-
public of Sierra Leone
Armed Forces and
Unamsil c ontinue 10
carry out patrols in the
border on daily basis.
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Inspector Gen. of Police B.A Kamara
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