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BBC
Monday, 24 April 2006
Dutch trial seeks ex-Liberia head
Lawyers for a Dutch timber trader accused of arms trafficking are calling for Liberia's former
leader Charles Taylor to give evidence at his trial.
Guus Kouwenhoven, 63, faces war crimes charges in The Hague for allegedly trading wood for
weapons with Mr Taylor, breaking a UN arms embargo.
Mr Taylor faces war crimes charges himself and is in the custody of the Special Court for Sierra
Leone.
He was barred from buying weapons before his fall in 2003.
'Key witness'
Judges at the new domestic war crimes chamber at The Hague district court said discussions were
under way on whether Charles Taylor would testify.
Mr Kouwenhoven's lawyer described him as a key witness.
The defendant denies the charges against him and told the Dutch ANP news agency he was the
"victim of political posturing".
The BBC's Geraldine Coughlan, in The Hague, says the arrest of Mr Kouwenhoven in Rotterdam
last year brought into focus the worldwide trafficking of so-called "blood timber".
Like "blood diamonds", wood has allegedly fuelled recent conflicts in Liberia and Sierra Leone.
The prosecution claims that Mr Kouwenhoven was part of Mr Taylor's inner circle and headed
timber companies in Liberia during the 1990s.
The Special Court in Sierra Leone has asked the Netherlands to host the trial of Mr Taylor at the
International Criminal Court.
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Radio Netherlands
Monday, 24 April 2006

Charles Taylor's Dutch ally goes on trial for war crimes
by Sebastiaan Gottlieb
Following the conviction of Frans van Anraat for supplying raw materials for chemical
weapons to Saddam Hussein, notorious Dutch arms dealer Guus Kouwenhoven went on
trial in The Hague on Monday 24 April on similar war crimes charges - including supplying
large quantities of weapons to Liberia's former president Charles Taylor. It's also alleged
that his private militias took part in massacres of members of the Liberian population.
Guus Kouwenhoven's criminal career came to an abrupt end on 17 March
2005 when he was arrested at Rotterdam's central rail station. At that time, the
authorities had already had serious suspicions about his activities for many
years. He was believed to have been supplying large numbers of arms to
Charles Taylor and also have had his own private army which maintained a
reign of terror among the people of Liberia. His close ties with Charles Taylor
enabled him to amass a fortune of such size that he recently featured at
position 385 on the list of the 500 richest Dutch citizens published by Dutch
business magazine Quote. His personal fortune is still estimated to be
worth around 47 million euro.
'Shady deals'
Guus Kouwenhoven was born in the southern Dutch city of Den Bosch, but grew up in
Rotterdam. Arnold Karskens, a reporter with Nieuwe Revu magazine and one of the few
journalists to have had contact with Mr Kouwenhoven, describes him as a 'flamboyant
entrepreneur': "It was clear from the beginning that Kouwenhoven had a keen eye for all kinds of
shady deals and wasn't afraid to do business with semi-criminal types. With his smooth talk, he
managed to get on the right side of people everywhere."
Having spent time in the United States and the Middle East, Guus Kouwenhoven ended up in
Sierra Leone at the beginning of the 1980s, trading in food futures. Three years later, he moved to
neighbouring Liberia where he established close ties with President Samuel Doe and his finance
minister Emanuel Shaw. It was Mr Shaw who dreamt up all kinds of financial
scams for the enrichment of himself and the president. He also privatised the
famous Hotel Africa in the Liberian capital, Monrovia, and made Mr
Kouwenhoven managing director. This once luxurious 300-room hotel
subsequently became a hotbed of criminal activity.
Growing 'empire'
Emanuel Shaw was so satisfied with Mr Kouwenhoven that he even amended
the law so that gambling would be allowed at the hotel and his protégé could
add a number of gambling rooms to his 'empire'. Things went so well for Mr
Kouwenhoven that he was eventually awarded an exclusive dealership for
BMW cars in Liberia.
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The situation changed when rebel leader Charles Taylor sparked off a violent civil war in Liberia.
Emanuel Shaw and Guus Kouwenhoven both fled the country, while President Samuel Doe was
brutally murdered under Charles Taylor's new regime.
From Doe to Taylor
After Mr Taylor assumed power in 1991, Guus Kouwenhoven returned to Monrovia and these
two men also became 'best buddies'. Mr Taylor helped Mr Kouwenhoven obtain a concession to
exploit some 1.6 million hectares of forest, around 42 percent of all the trees in Liberia. This
highly lucrative contract led to enormous profits for both men. At its highpoint, Mr
Kouwenhoven's Oriental Timber Company was responsible for felling an area the size of 500
football pitches each day. British pressure group Global Witness estimates that some seven
million dollars flowed into Liberia's state coffers from the logging activities, while the full
amount they yielded was at least 187 million dollars. Taking costs into account, this means that
Messrs Taylor and Kouwenhoven together must have netted a profit of more than 100 million
dollars.
Timber and guns
The charges against Mr Kouwenhoven allege that the ships which took the timber out of Liberia
were also used to bring back large quantities of arms. The weapons came in through the port of
Buchanan, south east of Monrovia, and were then shipped on to rebel forces in neighbouring
Sierra Leona. These militias were responsible for a reign of terror as new roads were built straight
through the heart of villages and the inhabitants driven out. By this time, Mr Kouwenhoven's
power was so great that he was called the 'Godfather of Liberia'.
Journalist Arnold Karskens says Mr Kouwenhoven was himself involved in committing war
crimes: "I've read a witness statement which says that Kouwenhoven gave orders for the killing
of two brothers who supplied information about him to the United Nations. Together with a
woman and six children, they were forced inside a hut which was then set alight."
UN sanctions
In December 2000, the United Nations came to the conclusion that Mr
Kouwenhoven was responsible for supplying Charles Taylor (see
photo right) with weapons, and imposed a travel ban on the Dutchman,
although it appears that he never paid much attention to that ban. In
2004, his name was also added to the international banking
community's 'freeze list', meaning that he could no longer access his
financial assets. He was the first Dutch national to be included on this
list of terrorists, drug barons, arms dealers and dictators.
The actual trial of Guus Kouwenhoven is scheduled to end on 24 May, with the verdict expected
on 7 June. If found guilty, he could face a maximum of sentence of life in jail which - under
Dutch law - means he would never be released.
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Reuters
Monday, 24 April 2006
THE HAGUE (Reuters) - A Dutch businessman allied with former Liberian President
Charles Taylor pleaded not guilty to charges of war crimes and gun smuggling at the start
of his trial in The Hague on Monday.
"A judgment is expected in early or mid June," a spokeswoman for the Dutch prosecutor's office
said.
Augustinus Kouwenhoven, who was arrested in Rotterdam in March 2005 by Dutch police, is
accused of committing war crimes against Liberians and violating a United Nations arms
embargo between 2001 and 2003.
The 63-year-old is a former executive of the Oriental Timber Company and the Royal Timber
Corporation in Liberia.
According to witness statements, his companies' militias "are believed to have been involved in
the slaughtering of civilians, allowing nothing and nobody -- including babies -- to be spared", the
prosecution said.
Kouwenhoven was also responsible for the logistics of delivering weapons to Taylor, who is
currently in a U.N.-guarded cell in the capital of Sierra Leone awaiting trial for war crimes
charges, it said.
Kouwenhoven's lawyer, Inez Weski, however, said she doubted the credibility of the witnesses.
"What they have is a bunch of people who are being paid for what they say," she said, adding that
the origin of some witnesses is unclear.
Taylor is charged with 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity stemming from
Sierra Leone's 1991-2002 civil war, a conflict intertwined with neighbouring Liberia's own civil
war that Taylor started in 1989.
The U.N.-backed court for Sierra Leone due to try Taylor has asked the Netherlands to hold the
trial at the International Criminal Court in The Hague due to security concerns.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 24 April 2006
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]
International Clips on Liberia

Trial of "blood timber" Dutchman opens with calls for Taylor
testimony
THE HAGUE, April 24, 2006 (AFP) - The war crimes trial of a Dutch timber trader and confidant of former Liberian
leader Charles Taylor opened Monday with the defense calling for testimony from Taylor. Dutchman Gus
Kouwenhoven, 63, has been charged with war crimes and the economic offense of breaking the UN arms embargo
against Liberia for allegedly trafficking "blood timber" that helped fuel conflicts in Liberia and Sierra Leone.
According to the prosecutors Kouwenhoven, also known as "Mr. Gus", traded wood for weapons with Taylor's
regime. If convicted he faces a maximum sentence of life in prison.

International Clips on West Africa

Sierra Leone chimps kill driver, injure 3 -police
FREETOWN, April 23 (Reuters) - A group of chimpanzees attacked and killed a Sierra Leonean driver on Sunday
and injured two American visitors and one Canadian at a wildlife sanctuary in the West African nation, a police
spokesman said. Paramilitary police and forest rangers were searching dense jungle to see if they could capture the
chimpanzees after the attack at the Tacugama Chimpanzee Sanctuary on the outskirts of Sierra Leone's capital
Freetown. "The driver was killed on the spot while the three surviving victims, the Americans and the Canadian,
sustained serious wounds," Sergeant John Kamara, an officer at the Regent Police Post near the Tacugama reserve,
told Reuters.

Local Media – Newspapers
Senate to Summon Newspapers for Contempt
(The Analyst, Democrat and National Chronicle)

•

•
•

In an extraordinary session over the weekend, the Senate resolved to summon the
managements of Daily Observer, The Analyst and New Democrat to face contempt
charges for their handling of the issue of the imprisonment of the two government
ministers by the Senate last week.
The lawmakers concluded that the three newspapers had distorted information about
the matter and incited the public against members of the Senate.
The Senate Standing Committee Chairman on Judiciary, Cllr. Frederick Cherue,
accused The Analyst and Daily Observer of being partisan newspapers sponsored by
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, accusing them of spreading propaganda and
tarnishing the image of the National Legislature.

National Security Director Explains Passport Saga Involving Weah
(The Inquirer, New Democrat, Heritage, Daily Observer and The Informer)

14

•

•

Appearing before a special plenary session of the House of Representatives over the
weekend to explain the passport incident at the Roberts International Airport
involving opposition figure George Weah, National Security Agency Director Fumba
Sirleaf said that the three aides of Mr. Weah who were prevented from traveling were
in possession of diplomatic passports, which had been fraudulently obtained.
He denied that there was any attempt to arrest Mr. Weah but said that those
traveling with him were stopped because they possessed passports that were not
theirs.

Liberia Likely to Receive Debt Relief
(The Informer and National Chronicle)

•

•

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank have identified 11
countries, including Liberia that could qualify for US$21 billion in debt relief under a
new round of the 1996 Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) initiative. The
countries named have met the income and indebtedness criteria for HIPC.
Finance Minister Antoinette Sayeh, who is in Washington attending the IMF and World
Bank 2006 Spring Meetings, said that the government of Liberia was currently in
discussions with the IMF and World Bank to develop a program that will help the
country control expenditures.

Trial of Taylor’s Close Associate Opens in The Hague Today
(New Democrat and Liberian Express)

•

The former Charles Taylor ally who ran the Oriental Timber Company in Liberia,
Dutchman Gus Kouwenhoven, goes on trial in The Hague today on charges of war
crimes, including purchasing weapons for Mr. Taylor. The trial comes after months of
collecting facts in Liberia by Dutch authorities.

New Army Training Commences in July
(The Inquirer)

•

Defense Minister Brownie Samukai said in Monrovia recently that the training of the
new army would commence in July with classroom sessions at the Barclay Training
Center in Monrovia followed by the military maneuvers at the VOA satellite station in
Careysburg and the Camp Todee Military Academy.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)
Education Minister Says Swindlers Duped University Students
• Speaking at the Cuttington University College (CUC) at Suacoco, Bong County over
the weekend, Education Minister Joseph Korto blamed students of the University for
allowing themselves to be duped of their finances by swindlers. Dr. Korto also said
that the burning of the student services building in the wake of the scandal was an
issue that he would include in his report to the government.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

International Labour Organization Calls for Straight Labour Policy
• The International Labour Organization (ILO) has urged the Liberian government to
put in place a policy on employment and set standards spelling out fair minimum
wages. Speaking on behalf of a visiting ILO delegation in Monrovia yesterday, ILO
West Africa Director Madame Simian Truman Kandawayah also called for the creation
of a strong labour market information system through the Ministry of Labour.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Liberian Environmentalist Wins Goldman Prize
• According to reports from the United States, Liberian environmentalist Silas Siakor
was yesterday awarded this year’s prestigious Goldman Environmental Foundation
Prize for environmental activists.
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•

The reports added that Mr. Siakor won the award for presenting the evidence that
Liberia’s former President Charles Taylor had used profits from the rampant sale of
logs to fuel brutal wars in West Africa. Mr. Siakor is executive director of the
Sustainable Development Institute (SDI) and a former official of Save My Future
Foundation (SAFU) which had published the findings that Mr. Taylor plundered
Liberia’s forests to fund brutal wars in West Africa.

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Council of Churches Secretary Sees Division among Liberians
• In a press interview yesterday, Liberia Council of Churches General- Secretary
Benjamin Lartey said that the division among Liberians cut through the public and
private sectors. He added that it was worrying that the Executive and Legislature
were bickering over issues that have no impact on Liberia’s recovery.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

STAR RADIO (News culled from website today at 09:00 am)

Peacekeepers Launch Training Project in Nimba County
• The Bangladeshi Contingent of UNMIL has launched a human resource development
project in Ganta, Nimba County to train youths in computer science, tailoring, first
aid, hygiene and sanitation. The contingent said the project was part of their efforts
to assist Liberians to rebuild their country.
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