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Kilkenny Advertiser
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http://www.kilkennyadvertiser.ie/index.php?aid=808
95th Infantry Battalion bound for Liberia
By Naoise O' Donovan Coogan
The Minister for Defence, Willie O’Dea T.D. and the Chief of Staff of the Defence
Forces, Lieutenant General Jim Sreenan, reviewed the 95th Infantry Battalion bound for
service with the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) at a parade in Stephens
Barracks, Kilkenny on Thursday last at 2.30 p.m.
The 330 strong contingent, drawn primarily from the 1st Southern Brigade will be fully
deployed to Liberia by the end of May.
The 95th Battalion will continue to act as the Quick Reaction Force (QRF) for the 15,000
strong UNMIL Force. As with previous deployments, the Battalion will continue to
provide backup and assistance to other contingents when the operational situation
demands it. They will prepare to provide additional security to the Special Court based in
Freetown , Sierra Leone (where former Liberian President, Charles Taylor is currently
incarcerated), should the situation there deteriorate. They will also carry out long range
patrols deep into the Liberian interior, bringing humanitarian relief to the population and
flying the UN flag.
In addition to the Review, the Minister presented the Distinguished Service Medal with
merit to Comdt Ian Byrne and Company Quartermaster Dave Murphy. Both were serving
with the 91st Battalion UNMIL in October 2004 when, without regard for their own
safety they rescued a colleague from the sea off Monrovia.
Peacekeepers
The Minister for Defence, Minister O' Dea addressed the members of the Battalion and
extended a special welcome to Senator Franklin Siakor from Liberia. Senator Siakor is a
newly elected member of Liberia’s Upper house.
Minister O' Dea said, 'over the past two and a half years, Ireland has contributed, in a
substantive way, to bringing stability to a key region of Africa. We have worked to bring
peace, and create respect for human rights and the rule of law and have helped to ensure
the re-establishment of civil society in the region.'
'Earlier this year I took the opportunity to visit Liberia where I met with your
predecessors in the 94th Infantry Battalion. The primary purpose of my visit was to see at
first hand the work of our Defence Forces Personnel and to convey to them, on behalf of
the Government and the people of Ireland, the deep appreciation felt regarding the
outstanding manner in which they perform their duties in this challenging mission.
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During my meeting with President Johnson-Sirleaf, the President expressed her gratitude
to the Irish Government for the Defence Forces contribution to peace in Liberia and the
vital role played by them in maintaining the peace, which she stated has been exceptional,
said Minister O' Dea.
'Since that visit the UN Secretary-General wrote to An Taoiseach and the Government, in
early March, requesting that Ireland consider postponing the withdrawal of its troops
from UNMIL for a period of at least six months. This was in order to give the UN time to
find a suitable replacement for the Quick Reaction Force (QRF) capability.
The request from the UN Secretary General has received the most serious consideration
over the past two months and I feel confident that we will be able to respond positively to
the Secretary General’s request for a further six months.'
More women for defence forces
Speaking also about domestic military issues Minister O' Dea said that there were two
areas where he would like to see more progress in the future.
'One of these was encouraging more women to join the Defence Forces. I have spoken
several times about what we are doing to achieve this. The other was my wish to see
more being done to remove the perception of a “glass ceiling” to promotion in the army.
Every private soldier joining the army should have a reasonable expectation of being
promoted to senior officer level by virtue of his ability and character. I am pleased to
report that progress is being made here too. Last year saw an improvement in the number
of serving Defence Force personnel being recruited as cadets and I look forward to seeing
these numbers grow even further in coming years.
Promotion
I am also pleased to see a Commissioning from the Ranks (CFR) competition being held
later this year - the first in almost five years. This will give existing non-commissioned
officers an opportunity to promotion to the commissioned ranks. The outcome of this
competition will inform my approach to this important issue into the future. These are
two positive and welcome developments and indicators of how our Defence Forces
continue to modernise.
Safety
The Minister also addresses the issue of safety of personnel overseas. He said, 'the safety
of Irish personnel serving overseas is always of paramount concern to us. All Defence
Forces personnel serving on overseas missions are highly trained and equipped with the
most modern and effective equipment available. But we are mindful of the dangers you
may face in your role as peacekeepers. You will be in all our thoughts and prayers
throughout your tour of duty in Liberia.'
The Minister concluded with a message to families of soldiers heading to Liberia. He
said. 'family support is of vital importance to the success of all overseas missions. The
support, encouragement and loyalty of your family and friends is vital in enabling you to
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serve abroad and thereby help protect and save the lives of countless numbers of some of
the poorest and most vulnerable people on our planet.'
Finally he wished the Contingent Commander, Lt. Col. Mick McMahon and all of the
members of the 95th Infantry Battalion a safe trip and a peaceful and successful mission
in Liberia.
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Cokorioko website
Tuesday May 9, 2006
"We want better detention facilities!"
C.D.F. indictees demand
By Tamba Borbor in Freetown
Special Court indictees, Chief Samuel Hinga Norman, Aliue Kondowa and Moininah
Fofanah, who are currently standing trial for alleged war crimes on Tuesday May 2nd
demanded for improved detention facilities through their Legal Defence Team led by
Dr.B. Jabbie.
In his submission during the proceeding at the Special Court's Trial Chamber, Dr Jabbie
underscored the fact that the Civil Defence Forces (C.D.F.) detainees are "unhappy"
about their detention facilities and the new procedures adopted for it.
"Their relatives and visitors are always being embarrassed by security personnel whiles
the telephone facilities which has been at their disposal has been aborted, therefore I
urged that the court should allocate a telephone line to each of the accused detainees,"
Dr Jabbie said.
He further maintained that the court should make available a traditional diet which is rice
especially for the first accused (Norman) pointing out that there should also be additional
labour fees at least above a United States Dollars, and reiterated that the detainees are
seeking medical care and requesting for computers as well.
"For Chief Norman in particular, his Doctor has recommended that he needs more
hospitalisation," Dr. Jabbie said.
On relevant issues regarding what evidence the court has, Dr. Jabbie maintained that the
prosecutor is concerned about the exhibit and evidences that are presently with the court,
whiles noting that the person who should give evidence should be proved, in view of the
fact that Chief Norman and former Vice President Dr. Albert Joe Demby were not active
Kamajor combatants.
"Witness number four will however not testify in court with his crutail position therefore,
we intend to communicate with him until we make him available and we are still not yet
in procession of the exhibit of witness number one who is President Kabbah," he said.
The importance in witness number one Dr Jabbie said would make potential evidence
since the matter now needs more witnesses.
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Awareness Times
Tuesday, 9 May 2006
Eleventh Defence Witness testifies at Special Court for Sierra Leone
By Saffia S. Kabba
The eleventh defence witness, Dixon Saidu Sesay, testifying in the ongoing Civil Defence Forces
(CDF) trail at the Special Court for Sierra Leone, has disclosed how he was initiated into the
Kamajor movement in 1995, in a village called Tayiako, in the Sogbima chiefdom.
The witness said he served as clerk for the Kamajor movement between the period 1997 and
1998, before he became a Deputy Battalion Commander.
Asked whether he was part of the group of Kamajors that attacked Koribondo, the witness
responded in the affirmative, explaining that three unsuccessful attempts were made to capture
the town.
He went on to explain that they did not relent, as during the preparations for the fourth onslaught
on the town, all the necessary mechanisms were put in place to ensure that the territory is
recaptured. He said the Commander, Albert Nallo, was determined to see the fall of the town to
government forces.
To achieve this, he revealed that a war strategy was put in place that sanctioned an all out attack
on the town, using four entry points.
He went on to state that the attack was led by Albert Nallo, Borbor Tucker, Sahr Lamin, and other
key Kamajor commanders.
He stated that with the strategic plan, they were able to capture Koribondo from the AFRC/RUF
forces that had previously controlled it. He said they entered the town without any resistance.
The following day, he said they were taking aback by the sound of heavy firing, adding that when
they eventually went towards the direction of the firing, they came across a group of soldiers
alongside their families who voluntarily laid down their arms and surrendered.
He said the soldiers were subsequently taken to Koribondo and handed over to ECOMOG the
following morning.
ECOMOG, he said, later conveyed the men to Bo, alongside their families.
Responding to questions posed on him that Chief Hinga Norman actually ordered the Kamajors to
kill any civilian found and also went ahead and gave them petrol to burn down the houses in
reaction to the connivance that existed between the junta soldiers and the civilians in Koribondo,
the witness simply said that he knew nothing about such an order.
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Cokorioko
Tuesday, 9 May 2006
REV SAMFORAY SEES ANOTHER SLPP CONVENTION IN THE HORIZON
A high level delegation of the Sierra Leone People's Problem (sorry, Party) visiting the United
Kingdom and the United States last week appealed to leaders of the UK / Ireland Branch to
intervene on behalf of the party to negotiate a ceasefire between the SLPP and its perennial
whipping boy, Chief Sam Hinga Norman. In response, members of the UK / Ireland Branch
reportedly told party officials including Party Scribe, J. J. Saffa, that the onus for negotiating with
Norman rests with the home office of the SLPP. The delegation is now headed for the US where
a similar appeal is expected.
Meanwhile, Norman has released a message to the party delegation which we shall relay to them
in due course.
Last Friday, a similar delegation appealed to members of the Kamjor Movement in Bo with the
same request. The Kamajors reportedly told party officials that the proper channel to address the
issue is the trio of Kamajor leaders presently incarcerated at the Detention Center of the so-called
special court for Sierra Leone. In any case, the Kamajors told the delegation that the party by
ignoring the plight of the imprisoned leaders is in serious breach of trust and they were in no
position to negotiate with party officials without clear directives from Norman, Moinina Fofana
and Alieu Kondewa. So far, the party has made no attempt to contact Norman, Fofana and
Kondewa directly.
New Convention
Meanwhile, as the Sierra Leone Supreme Court deliberates in the matter of Sam Hinga Norman
versus SLPP, Jah, Saffa and Carew, there are now serious talks of ditching Kabbah’s heir
apparent and Vice President, Solomon Berewa in favour of a new convention to elect a
replacement candidate for Berewa. The Committee to Elect Norman believes and has brought
cause to the effect that the party acted unconstitutionally when it met in Makeni in September
2005 to elect Mr. Berewa as Party Leader in violation of various provisions of the constitution, to
wit:
“No party shall have as its leader a person, who for the time being is President, Vice President,
Minister or Deputy Minister under the various provisions of this constitution”?
The Committee further seeks declaration to the effect that Solomon Berewa violated his oath of
office by knowingly and without duress accepted the post of Party Leader in contravention of the
Sierra Leone Constitution which he swore to uphold. The action, if successful, will also bar
Kabbah’s former Finance Minister, J. B. Dauda, reported to be Kabbah's alternate heir from
assuming the same position as Party Leader.
The Supreme Court met April 25th to consider the Norman case and adjourned to May 15 while
Counsels for the plaintiff and defendants in the case were ordered to present case law relevant to
the matter. Lawyers for the party and government including Attorney General, Fred Carew failed
to convince the justices that the case presently before the high court is the same as one that was
previously rejected under the grounds of locus standi re-directing Norman to the Political Parties
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Registration Commission. Norman has apparently now satisfied the justices that the Supreme
Court is the proper venue for his complaints but presumably, no one reminded the Attorney
General to read Section 127 of the constitution of Sierra Leone before going to court.
Alfred Munda SamForay,
Committee to Elect Norman.
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Neue Zürcher Zeitung
Friday, 5 May 2006
Das Ende der Straflosigkeit in Afrika?
(The End of Impunity in Africa?)
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AllAfrica.com
Tuesday, 9 May 2006
Taylor's Motion Transferred to Appeals Chamber
By Sahr Musa Yamba
A motioned filed by Karim Khan, defense council of Special Court indictee Charles
Ghankay Taylor for the accused to be heard before the case is transferred to The Hague,
has been transferred to the Appeals Chamber for determination.
The Trial Chamber 11 presided over by Justices Richard Lussick, presiding judge, Teresa
Doherty and Julia Sebutinde May 3rd passed the motion to the Appeals Chamber to
address the matter.
Trial Chamber 11 wrote that "considering the provisions of Rule 72 of the Rules of
Procedure and Evidence ("the Rules") and in particular Rule 72(B)(i) and (V) Objections
based on abuse of process; noting that the defense inter alia raises objections based on
lack of jurisdiction namely" (a) that the Special Court (" the President") does not have the
jurisdiction to decide on a change of venue for the trial of Charles Ghankay Taylor
pursuant to Rule 4 of the Rules without first giving the accused the right to be heard on
the issue; and (b) that a decision on a change of venue for the said trial does not fall
within the administrative functions of the President but is a matter which must be
judicially determined." The Trial Chamber also noted the defense argument that the
procedure adopted by the court President is an abuse of procedures.
Trial Chamber 11 maintained the said motion is a preliminary one and considering Rules
72 (E) and 72 (F) of the Rules, the "Trial Chamber finds that the motion raises serious
issues relating to jurisdiction and also raises issues that will significantly affect the fair
and expeditious conduct of the proceedings, and accordingly, pursuant to Rules 72 (E)
and (F) of the Rules, the trial Chamber 11 refers the motion Response and reply to the
Appeals Chamber for determination." Peter Andersen, Deputy Chief of Press and Public
Affairs told Concord Times it is not immediately clear when the Appeals Chamber will
hear the motion referred. He says the deliberation on the said motion is not done in open
court but in briefs circulated among the judges.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 9 May 2006

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]
International Clips on Liberia

UN says staffer suspended in Liberia sex exploitation
scandal
GENEVA, May 9, 2006 (AFP) - The United Nations said Tuesday that one staffer had
been suspended after allegations of sexual exploitation in Liberia were confirmed and
warned that it would show "zero tolerance" towards offenders. A total of eight cases
reported in Liberia since the beginning of the year were under investigation, said
Marie Heuze, a spokeswoman for the UN. The announcement came after a report by
the British charity Save the Children said girls as young as eight were being sexually
exploited in Liberian refugee camps, sometimes by the humanitarian workers and
peacekeeping troops in charge of protecting them.
The Times (London) 9 May 2006

Policing the peacekeepers; Tough new measures are
needed to curb sex abuse by UN personnel; Leading
Article
Save the Children's investigation of sexual abuses by UN peacekeepers and aid
workers in Liberia reveals a horrendous pattern of exploitation. For children in camps
for displaced people, trading sex for food rations has been widely reported. The
report is the more shocking for being anything but surprising. Rape and prostitution
rackets by UN peacekeepers first came to light more than a decade ago, in Cambodia
-and were then airily dismissed by Yasushi Akashi, the head of the UN mission, with
the comment that "boys will be boys".

International Clips on West Africa

Ivorian ethnic clashes claim hundreds of victims: group
chief
ABIDJAN, May 8, 2006 (AFP) - Interethnic fighting in Ivory Coast's western cocoagrowing region have claimed the lives of more than 500 members of the Baoule
ethnic group, community leaders have warned. Out of a population of 12,000
Baoules rural folk, 523 have been killed in the western forests of Duekoue, Guiglo,
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Toulepleu and Blolequin, local kings and chiefs from the ethnic group said at a
meeting Sunday in the country's administrative capital Yamoussoukro.

'Bird flu' moves hit dance floors in Ivory Coast
ABIDJAN, May 8, 2006 (AFP) - A "bird flu" dance inspired by the spasms of a dying
chicken has recently appeared in nightclubs in Abidjan, less than two weeks after the
disease was discovered in the west African country.

Local Media – Newspapers
UNMIL Concerned About Sexual Exploitation and Abuse
(The Inquirer, The Analyst and The Liberian Diaspora)

•
•

•

•
•
•

UNMIL takes the issue of sexual exploitation and abuse (SEA) seriously and is
a currently implementing a range of measures to address the matter, an
UNMIL press release said yesterday.
UNMIL said that it recognized the urgent need to raise awareness about SEA
and in this regard takes note of the release of the Save the Children UK
Discussion Paper entitled: “From Camp to Community: Liberia study on
exploitation of children.”
The mission said that on several occasions it met with Save the Children to
discuss the issue of SEA and to offer a collaborative approach to intensify
actions against SEA, adding that on those occasions it sought information on
specific cases to prevent and sanction SEA.
UNMIL said that though Save the Children did not discuss the ultimate
findings or recommendations of its report with the mission, it will continue to
vigorously pursue its activities to prevent and deal with SEA.
The Inquirer, quoting the Save the Children UK report, said that young girls in
Liberia were still sexually exploited by aid workers and peacekeepers despite
pledges to stamp out such abuse.
In its editorial, Daily Observer called on Special Representative of the
Secretary-General Alan Doss, who is out of Liberia, to immediately return to
deal with peacekeepers’ alleged involvement in SEA to reassure the Liberian
people and the international community that decisive steps are being taken to
correct the situation.

Attempted Arson on Phone Company Building
(Daily Observer, The News and The Inquirer)

•

A Burkinabe national identified as Alieu attempted yesterday to burn down
the LoneStar Communications building in Monrovia as revenge on one of the
company’s main shareholders, former Maritime Commissioner Benoni Urey,
who had mistreated him. Speaking to journalists following his arrest, Alieu
alleged that as a laborer on Mr. Urey’s farm, he was abandoned after a
vehicle belonging to the United Nations Mission in Liberia knocked him down.

Newspaper Editorial Expresses Support for China’s Debt Write-Off
(The Inquirer)

•

In its editorial, The Inquirer praised China for writing off Liberia’s debt, saying
that debt relief was most needed to aid Liberia’s rebuilding efforts.
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Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)
Attempted Arson on Phone Company Building
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

UN Food Agency to Clamp Down On “Food for Sex” Aid Workers
• Speaking to journalists in Monrovia yesterday, World Food Programme Deputy
Country Director Abdurrahman Magyar said that drastic action would be
meted against its employees or implementing partners found guilty of sexual
exploitation. He added that termination of service would be one of the
necessary measures.
• Mr. Magyar said that the WFP was meeting with other United Nations agencies
to investigate a report released by Save The Children which accused aid
workers of trading food for sex.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Newspaper Publisher Returns Press Union Award
• The Publisher of the New Democrat newspaper yesterday returned to the
Press Union of Liberia an award that he won in 1999. Mr. Kamara said that his
concept of freedom of the press differed from that of the Union. He added
that he returned the award as a protest against the Union’s decision to invite
former National Patriotic Front of Liberia Information Minister Joe Mulbah to
speak on this year’s World Press Freedom Day.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Nigeria Sensitizes Liberian Refugees for Repatriation
• According to correspondents, the United Nations High Commission for
Refugees in Nigeria will today begin a sensitization campaign to prepare the
over 6,000 Liberian refugees in the country for repatriation.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)
ELBS RADIO (News monitored yesterday at 19:00 pm)

Police Apprehend Ex-Combatants for Taking Hostages

•

Police at Kakata, Margibi County have arrested five ex-combatants for holding
hostage the leaders of an agricultural project in the area. The ex-combatants
allegedly smashed chairs and other office furniture to resist arrest. The excombatants’ spokesman Peter Yarsiah said that the project managers had
misused funds intended for the agricultural project.

STAR RADIO (News culled form website today at 09:00 am)

Special Court Transfers Motion of Taylor’s Defense Team
• The Trial Chamber of the Special Court for Sierra Leone has transferred to the
Appeal Chamber a motion filed by the Defense counsel of former President
Charles Taylor.
• According to correspondents, the Judge of the Trial Chamber said that the
Defense Counsel argued that the President of the Court did not have the
administrative responsibility to change the venue of the trial from Sierra
Leone to The Hague.
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Grand Gedeh County Superintendent to Smoke Out Troublemakers
• At his induction as Grand Gedeh County Superintendent recently in Zwedru,
Grand Gedeh County, Mr. Christopher Bailey said that his administration will
not harbor troublemakers because his primary objective is to ensure the
stability of the county.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL
Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the
UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi
Armah at armahj@un.org.

