SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Yema Ganda of Public Affairs introduces her newborn son Jean-Pierre to Special Court
colleagues following his ‘pull na door’, or naming ceremony, on Sunday.
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Awareness Times
May 22, 2006
By Juliet Ansumana,
Sierra Leone : Terrorist plan to free Taylor?
According to reports, Micheal Chemidline, the American citizen who was arrested about three
weeks ago surreptitiously taking photographs of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, could have
been collecting intelligence to help Charles Taylor escape from the grips of the law.
State prosecutors also referred to the taking of the photographs of the Special Court as a serious
cause for concern, claiming that the intention posed a threat to state security.
It could be noted that Micheal Chemidline was arrested alongside two Sierra Leoneans, Felix
Rogers and Collins Kamara, on charges relating to espionage.
They were initially acquitted and discharged by a Freetown Magistrate for want of evidence, but
only to be rearrested and arraigned in court again on fresh charges this time round relating to
conspiracy.
The defence counsel representing the accused persons, Momoh P Koroma, has condemned both
the arrest and trial of his clients, arguing that the court has no jurisdiction over the matter.
Koroma also advanced the argument that the Special Court is not a secluded place, and that he
sees no reason why his clients should have been arrested in the first place.
Lawyer Momoh Koroma further mentioned that any offence relating to the Special Court,
including the inspection of the entire complex, should be handled by the Special Court itself, and
not the local court.
However, the Special Court has since stated that it has no interest in the matter since the suspects
were apprehended by members of the Sierra Leone Police, and not on its instructions.
The drama which unfolded when the suspects were acquitted and discharged, and subsequently
rearrested, was seen by many as a new twist in the judicial process in Sierra Leone.
The state prosecutors have said they will follow the matter to its logical conclusion. According to
them, the fact that the said photographs were taken soon after the transfer of Charles Taylor to the
court, has the possibility of a foul intention.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 22 May 2006

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]
International Clips on Liberia
AP 05/21/2006 22:03:50

Hungry and war-ravaged Liberia joins global anti-hunger
march
By JONATHAN PAYE-LAYLEH
Associated Press Writer

MONROVIA, Liberia _ Tens of thousands of children marched against hunger in Liberia, adding
their voices to a global event to tackle food shortages that many in the war-battered west African
nation have felt firsthand. The U.N.'s World Food Program organized the march Sunday, which
took place simultaneously in more than 110 countries. Marches were planned in 117 countries,
with the first one in Auckland, New Zealand, and the last one in Samoa.
International Clips on West Africa
05/22/2006 10:18:42

Ivory Coast rebels prepare for disarmament, army pulls back
ABIDJAN, May 22, 2006 (AFP) - Military chiefs of the rebel movement holding half of the
divided West African state of Ivory Coast met Monday in the central town on Bouake to prepare
the regrouping of their forces ahead of disarmament. "All the commanders of our 10 military
zones are meeting right now," rebel New Forces (FN) spokesman Sidiki Konate said by telephone
from Bouake, which has been the main stronghold of the rebels since late 2002.
VOA 20 May 2006

Tensions Rise in Ivory Coast amid Tentative Steps in Peace
Process
By Franz Wild, Diouzon, Ivory Coast
In Ivory Coast, a recent attack in a village along the volatile dividing line between rebel and
government-controlled regions of the country has once again highlighted the difficulty of carrying
out confidence building measures in preparation for October elections. Rivalries and mistrust
persist, particularly in the cocoa-rich west of the country. Three magistrates are investigating the
murder last month of five people in and around the village of Diouzon near the western town of
Bangolo. In the presence of U.N. police, witnesses told the magistrates that 20 people they
described as "foreigners", a term often used to describe northerners, from neighboring villages
came and shot the five villagers, who were members of the indigenous Guere ethnic group.
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Local Media - Newspapers
Police Recruitment Drive Gains Momentum
(New Democrat and The Informer)

•

Deputy Police Inspector Al Karlay said in Monrovia over the weekend
that the Liberia National Police had extended its recruitment exercise
for the new force to the counties. He said that local community leaders
in the counties were being asked to recommend individuals with good
character in keeping with the requirements of the ongoing police
training.

UN and U.S. Envoys to Appear Before Senate
(Heritage)

•

Bong County Senator Jewel Howard Taylor recently wrote to the Senate
leadership requesting it to summon U.S. ambassador Donald Booth and
Special Representative of the Secretary-General Alan Doss to explain
the state of Liberia’s security in the wake of the recent U.S. travel
advisory, which, she said, declared Liberia unsafe and risky for
traveling.

UNMIL Ghanaian Contingent Engages in Humanitarian Work
(New Democrat and The Informer)

•

•

The UNMIL Ghanaian contingent in Margibi County over the weekend
went beyond its peacekeeping mandate to conduct a major clean-up
exercise throughout the city of Kakata, attended to several patients at
the C.H. Rennie Hospital and donated food items to the Peter Sayklon
Orphanage Home in the area.
A spokesman for the contingent Major Yaw Asamoah Okain said that
the contingent had undertaken the initiative to identify with the local
population.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)
Government to Reduce Hunger By 2015

•

Speaking on behalf President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf at a walk against
hunger yesterday, Youth and Sports Minister Jamesetta HowardWolokollie said that the government was committed to reducing the
number of hungry Liberians by 2015 by taking concrete steps to
develop the agriculture sector.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)
UN Envoy Sees Challenging Tasks to Restore Liberia to Pre-War Status

•

Speaking at a diner hosted by the Liberian National Red Cross Society
(LNRCS) at the weekend, Special Representative of the SecretaryGeneral Alan Doss said that restoring Liberia to its pre-war status
remained a challenging task which required the effort of all to
overcome.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)
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Visiting Nigerian Actress Wants Liberian Children Educated

•

Speaking at a program organized by the World Food Program to
eradicate hunger in Monrovia Saturday, Nigerian filmmaker Omotola
Jalade Ekeinde called for concrete measures to educate the children of
Liberia.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)
State-Owned Radio Station Warns Editorial Staff
• According to a memorandum issued recently, Liberia Broadcasting
System Assistant Director for News and Public Affairs Benjamin Tingay
warned the station’s editorial staff and reporters against airing stories
of corruption allegations against government officials and other
individuals in society.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)
Catholic Justice and Peace Commission Condemns Manhandling of
Illicit Tappers
• Addressing a news conference in Monrovia Friday, Catholic Justice and
Peace Commission (JPC) Executive Director Augustine Toe condemned
the manhandling of suspected illicit tappers at the Firestone Rubber
Plantation Company by the Company’s security.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)
Correction 2: UNMIL Dedicates Road Linking Montserrado Townships
• Based on Liberian radio reports, the media summary last week
incorrectly reported the cost of repairs to a four-mile road that links
Barnersville and Caldwell which had been carried out by the Pakistani
contingent at a cost of US$1,200.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board
or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi Armah at armahj@un.org.
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Reuters
Sunday, 21 May 2006

FACTBOX-Facts on African dictators' legal cases
A verdict in the genocide trial against Ethiopia's exiled former dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam
is due on Tuesday after 12 years of proceedings.
Few former African dictators have faced charges, with many enjoying comfortable lives in
exile. Here are some facts on those who have or may face legal proceedings:
* 1979 - JEAN-BEDEL BOKASSA - self-proclaimed emperor of the Central African Republic,
ruled for 14 years until ousted in French-backed coup in 1979. Sentenced to death in 1987 for
murder and embezzlement after a trial coloured by accusations of infanticide and cannibalism.
His sentence was commuted and he was freed in 1993. He died in 1996.
* 2006 - CHARLES TAYLOR - Taylor became the first African leader to stand before an
international court after Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, under pressure from
Washington, handed him over to face trial in Sierra Leone for war crimes.
The former warlord, who went into exile in Nigeria under a 2003 deal to end Liberia's 14-year
civil conflict. A U.N.-backed court charged Taylor with 11 counts of war crimes and crimes
against humanity for stoking civil war in Sierra Leone through an illicit trade in guns for
diamonds mined by rebels.
* 2006 - MENGISTU HAILE MARIAM - Mengistu and other members of a notoriously brutal
military junta are accused of killing more than 1,000 people in the so-called Red Terror purges,
including ex-Emperor Haile Selassie whom he dethroned in 1974.
Mengistu, who fled to Zimbabwe in 1991 after guerrilla forces led by now Prime Minister
Meles Zenawi ousted his Marxist regime, is being tried in absentia.
* 2006 - HISSENE HABRE - In June, an African Union (AU) summit must decide whether to
extradite former Chad President Hissene Habre from exile in Senegal to Belgium to face
charges of mass murder and torture during his eight-year rule.
Belgium last year issued an international arrest warrant for him after Senegal ruled he could not
be tried there.
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Habre was ousted by current Chad President Idriss Deby in 1990. Two years later, a Chadian
government inquiry accused Habre's government of 40,000 political killings and 200,000 cases
of torture.

