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Awareness Times
Wednesday, 24 May 2006
Special Court for Sierra Leone Chief Prosecutor Quits
By Tom E. Tommy
The Chief Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Desmond de Silver QC, yesterday
officially informed media practitioners at a press briefing that he will cease to serve in that
capacity by the end of this month, or latest by mid June.
Addressing what was dubbed as his final press briefing as Prosecutor of the Special Court, Mr.
Desmond de Silver QC stated among other things that he is leaving because he needs to undergo a
medical check-up back home, having served the court for four good years.
The British-born out going Prosecutor started his career with the Special Court as Deputy
Prosecutor, working in close concert with the then Chief Prosecutor, Mr. David M. Crane.
It could be noted that when Mr. Crane decided to resign his position as Prosecutor, it did not take
the United Nations Secretary General, Mr. Kofi Annan, much thinking to appoint Mr. de Silver to
replace him.
Even before the departure of Mr. Crane, Mr. Silver was considered as a valuable resource in the
prosecution team, based on his wealth of experience in the legal field.
He is said to have played a pivotal role in identifying those who bear the greatest responsibility
for the despicable crimes committed during the decade long crisis, and like his former boss, Mr.
Crane, he was determined to do his utmost to ensure that the culture of impunity is stopped.
When he took over as Chief Prosecutor, his greatest challenge was to ensure the return of Charles
Taylor, who had been already indicted by the Special Court and who at the material time was
under the protection of the Nigerian Government.
His dream finally came true two months ago when the former president was arrested and turned
over to the court. Though he will not be there to further the prosecution of the former president,
there is certainly no doubt that his successor will not find it difficult to prove the charges against
him.
Desmond de silver will be temporarily replaced by Christopher Staker, an Australian, who has
been his deputy.
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Reuters
Wednesday, 24 May 2006
Sierra Leone war crimes court names new prosecutor
FREETOWN (Reuters) - Sierra Leone's U.N.-backed war crimes court, where former Liberian
leader Charles Taylor faces trial, named a new chief prosecutor on Wednesday after his
predecessor said he would step down at the end of June.
The Special Court said Christopher Staker, currently deputy prosecutor, would take over as chief
prosecutor from Desmond de Silva, who announced his departure a month ago saying he wanted
to leave to spend time with his family in England.
Taylor, long one of Africa's most feared warlords, was flown handcuffed and surrounded by U.N.
peacekeepers to the Freetown tribunal in March after nearly three years in exile.
He pleaded not guilty last month to 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity for his
role backing rebels who raped and mutilated civilians during Sierra Leone's 1991-2002 civil war.
The tribunal has asked the Netherlands to hold his trial in The Hague, citing fears that keeping
him in Sierra Leone could provoke unrest, but he will not be moved until a third country says it is
willing to imprison him if found guilty.
Staker, who studied at the universities of Adelaide in Australia and Oxford, England, has worked
for the International Court of Justice and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia. He joined the Freetown court in July, 2005.
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Associated Press
Wednesday, 24 May 2006
Bail Granted to American, Sierra Leoneans
Michael Chemidlin, an American from Scotch Plains, New Jersey was granted bail on
conspiracy...
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone (AP) - An American man and two Sierra Leoneans charged with
plotting to help former Liberian President Charles Taylor escape from jail at a war crimes court
were granted bail Wednesday of about $8,000 apiece.
Chemidlin, a former U.S. soldier from Scotch Plains, N.J., was first arrested in early May for
photographing the compound of the joint U.N.-Sierra Leone war crimes court in Freetown.
He and Sierra Leoneans Felix Rogers and Collins Kamara were re-arrested last week, one day
after another judge ruled that there was no law against photographing the U.N.-backed tribunal.
They have now been charged with conspiracy for "inspecting" the court.
Chemidlin has said he is innocent.
Magistrate Sam Margai said Chemidlin, who is suffering from malaria and muscle pains
according to his lawyer, should be referred to a hospital for treatment. A hearing was set for May
30.
Taylor, who escaped from a Massachusetts jail in 1985, is charged with funding rebels who
burned down villages and hacked off people's limbs during the country's war.
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JURIST
Wednesday, 24 May 2006
Three charged with plotting to free ex-Liberia president Taylor granted bail
A magistrate in Sierra Leone Wednesday granted bail of $8,000 each to three men charged with
inspecting a prohibited area and conspiracy to assist former Liberian president Charles Taylor
escape from prison at the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL), a war crimes tribunal. The
suspects were reportedly caught photographing the jail earlier this month and were originally
released for lack of evidence . The three men, former US soldier Michael Chemidlin and Sierra
Leoneans Felix Rogers and Collins Kamara, were re-arrested and charged last week. Chemidlin
claims he is innocent, and his lawyer requested that he be admitted to a hospital for symptoms of
malaria. The court set a hearing for May 30.
Taylor, indicted by the SCSL for war crimes and crimes against humanity and now facing trial
after his capture in March, is fighting requests to have his own proceeding moved from Freetown,
Sierra Leone, to the International Criminal Court at The Hague in the Netherlands. He escaped
from prison in Massachusetts in 1985.
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Xinhua
Wednesday, 24 May 2006
Taylor not appear as witness in Hague: report
BRUSSELS, May 24 (Xinhua) -- Former Liberian President Charles Taylor will not appear as a
witness in the trial of Dutch businessman Guus Kouwenhoven, Radio Netherlands reported on
Wednesday.
The report said that the former president has, on the advice of his lawyer, declined a summons
from a Hague court to clarify Kouwenhoven's role during the Liberian civil war.
Kouwenhoven, 63, known as "Mr. Gus" in Liberia, is on trial before a Dutch court for war crimes
and violation of a UN arms embargo against Liberia.
The prosecution cited correspondence found in Kouwenhoven's homes to show that the Dutch
trader was "a close ally" of Taylor.
Kouwenhoven was accused of smuggling guns into the country in exchange for lucrative timber
concessions for his logging companies OTC and RTC. These weapons were subsequently used by
Taylor's troops to commit atrocities against rebels and civilians. If convicted, Kouwenhoven faces
a maximum sentence of life in prison.
Charles Taylor is currently being held custody in Sierra Leone on suspicion of war crimes.
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United Nations

Nations Unies
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)

UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 24 May 2006

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]
International Clips on Liberia
[There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today]

International Clips on West Africa
05/23/2006 14:14:58

Ivory Coast rebels begin pulling back from frontline
By Herve Bar

ABIDJAN, May 23, 2006 (AFP) - Rebel leaders controlling half of the West African state of
Ivory Coast said Tuesday their forces had begun pulling back from sections of the frontline
as agreed under an ongoing peace process. "We have dismantled checkpoints in the region
of Botro (centre) and begun transporting our elements to a regroupment site," rebel New
Forces spokesman Sidiki Konate told AFP. The Military Council of the New Forces (FN) rebels,
who have controlled half the West African country since late 2002, said earlier Tuesday they
were committed to "applying peace accords in full."
05/23/2006 13:48:03

UN weighing new sanctions against those obstructing Ivory
Coast peace
UNITED NATIONS, May 23, 2006 (AFP) - The UN Security Council on Tuesday held closeddoor consultations on a French proposal for targeted sanctions against those obstructing the
delicate peace process in divided Ivory Coast. The 15-member body however reached no
decision on the French-drafted non-binding statement that threatens "targeted measures",
meaning sanctions, against those blocking the peace process or inciting publicly hatred or
violence.

Local Media - Newspapers
Civil Society Group wants Former Warlords Denied U.S. Entry Visas
(The News and Heritage)

•
•

A press statement issued in Monday yesterday said that the Forum for the
Establishment of a War Crimes Court for Liberia has requested the US Government to
deny visas to former Liberian warlords and their immediate relatives.
The Forum said that former warlords and their associates, who allegedly committed
war crimes during the civil war, should not be given visas to travel and evade justice.
The group also called on Liberia’s neighbors not to allow the warlords to use their
borders to escape.
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Liberian Government Catalogues Benefits for New Soldiers
(The Inquirer, Daily Observer and New Democrat)

•

Addressing a press conference in Monrovia yesterday, Deputy Defense Minister for
Administration Othello Daniel Warrick said that recruits of the new Armed Forces of
Liberia (AFL) will benefit from educational, health and housing facilities as well as a
new salary structure when enlisted.

EU Gives Additional US$10.9 Million to DDRR Trust Fund
(The Analyst, Heritage and The New Liberia)

•

According to a press release jointly issued by the European Commission (EC) and
UNDP, the Commission has contributed an additional US$10.9 million to UNDP’s
Disarmament, Demobilization, Rehabilitation and Reintegration (DDRR) Trust Fund to
integrate ex-combatants who have completed the disarmament and demobilization
program.

President Sirleaf Lauds Mercy Ship for Surgeries in Liberia
(The Inquirer and Daily Observer)

•

Bidding farewell to the crew of Mercy Ships MV Anastasias Monday, President Ellen
Jonson-Sirleaf thanked the crew for their sacrificial services in transforming Liberians
ostracized by their communities owing to deformities.

China Trains 29 Civil Servants in Rice Production
(The Informer)

•

Speaking yesterday at the graduation ceremony for 29 staff members of the Ministry
of Agriculture who were trained in rice farming by Chinese, Chinese Ambassador Lin
Songtian said that his country stands ready to help strengthen the agricultural sector
to make Liberia self-sufficient in food production.

Secretary General Lauds President Sirleaf for Tackling Corruption
(The Informer)

•

In a statement delivered on his behalf at a session of the International Contact Group
on the Manor River Basin by Deputy Special Representative for Rule of Law, Juiz
Carlos da Costa, Secretary-General Kofi Annan lauded President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf
for tackling corruption and ensuring good governance.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)
Vice President Urges Liberian Agriculturists to Emulate Others
• Addressing journalists in Monrovia yesterday, Vice President Joseph Boakai urged
Liberians to emulate the success story of China, Japan, Korea and the United States
as they work in the agriculture sector. Vice President Boakai said that Liberia is
endowed with the potentials needed to enhance productivity in the agricultural sector.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Agriculture Ministry Unveils Plan to Establish National Seed Center
• In a press release issued in Monrovia yesterday, the Ministry of Agriculture in
collaboration with the Food and Agriculture Organization and the West Africa Rice
Development Association have consented to establish a national seed center at
Suacoco, Bong County to train and create jobs for Liberian youths.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)
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U.S. Pledges Logistical Support to New Liberian Army
• According to a dispatch from Washington D.C. recently, the United States
Government has pledged to support the new Armed Forces of Liberia by providing
logistics as well as training programs for officers.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Europeans Donate Additional US$10.9 Million to Program for Ex-Combatants
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Advocates for War Crimes Court Want Embassy to Deny Warlords Entry Visas
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Police Evict Street Peddlers Again
• Deputy Police Inspector for Operations Col. Gayflor Tarpeh told journalists yesterday
that the Liberia National Police has begun to evict sellers from various corners of the
streets of Monrovia. Col. Tarpeh said that the move is to clear the streets of peddlers
and to enforce the relocation of marketers.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

UNMIL Commissions Accident Safety Lights at Monrovia Suburb
• An UNMIL source yesterday said that the Nigerian contingent of the Mission yesterday
commissioned a lighting system on the streets of a Monrovia suburb, St Paul Bridge.
General Tommy Goranson said that the project was a way of improving vehicular
traffic in the area.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)
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