SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Students from PedMal Academy visited the Special Court on Wednesday, 3 May 2006.

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office
as at
Friday, 5 May 2006

Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion please contact
Martin Royston -Wright
Ext 7217

2

Local Press
Former Kamajor Boss Testify at Special Court / Awareness Times

Page 3

Kabbah Gave Kamajors Rice and Money / Awoko

Page 4

Special Court May Indict Pa Kabbah ! / For DI People

Pages 5-6

“President Kabbah Requested Special Court” …Gabbidon / Spectator

Pages 7-8

Freedom Awaits Hinga Norman / New Vision

Page 9

If Charles Taylor Was Poisoned?/ New Vision

Pages 10-11

“Charles Taylor May Be Poisoned at the Special Court or… ” / Standard Times

Pages 12-14

Trying Charles Taylor: Justice Cannot Be Fully Achieved… / Concord Times

Pages 15-16

International Press
Daily UN Press Briefing by the Offices of the Spokesmen of the
Secretary General and President of the General Assembly / UN News

Page17

Human Rights Watch Appeals for Charles Taylor Custody
/ African News Dimension

Page 18

Government Won’t Pay for Taylor Legal Cost / African News Dimension

Page 19

Dutchman on Trial in Netherlands for West African War Crimes / Reuters

Pages 20-22

Taylor Prison Location Holding Up Trial / Reuters

Pages 23-24

Holding Arms Dealer Accountable at Home / New York Times

Pages 25-27

UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL

Pages 28-31

3

Awareness Times
Friday, 5 May 2006

4

Awoko
Friday, 5 May 2006

5

For Di People
Friday, 5 May 2006

6

7

Spectator
Friday, 5 May 2006

8

9

New Vision
Friday, 5 May 2006

10

11

12

Standard Times
Friday, 5 May 2006

13

14

15

Concord Times
Friday, 5 May 2006
Trying Charles Taylor: Justice Cannot Be Fully Achieved at The Hague

16

17

United Nations
Thursday, 4 May 2006
Daily Press Briefing by the Offices of the Spokesman for the Secretary-General and the
Spokesman for the President of the General Assembly
The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy
Spokesman for the Secretary-General and Pragati Pascale, Spokesperson for the General
Assembly President.
Briefing by Deputy Spokesman for the Secretary-General
-SNIPQuestion: One more. Was there any reference made by the Secretariat in the briefing on Sierra
Leone today to search for finding a new home for Charles Taylor, if he’s convicted?
Deputy Spokesman: You’d have to ask the Security Council members about the discussion on
that.
Question: [Inaudible] the Secretary-General, who was leading that?
Deputy Spokesman: The Sierra Leone report, as we reported to you yesterday, is the first report
under the post-peacekeeping operation. And it did make reference to the fact that, although
things have stabilized on the security front there, it does mention that there was concern about the
possibility of instability, because of the high profile prisoners at the Sierra Leone Special Court.
But, that is the extent of that report, and the mandate of the representative there does not cover the
Special Court for Sierra Leone.
Question: So the Secretariat is not aware of any progress in finding a place for him to go?
Deputy Spokesman: I have not heard anything further, but please ask the Council members if
that’s something that came up amongst themselves.
-SNIP
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African News Dimension
Friday, 5 May 2006.
Human Rights Watch Appeals for Charles Taylor Custody
JOHANNESBURG, 5 May 2006 (AND) – The international community should offer a jail cell to
former Liberian President Charles Taylor if he is convicted of crimes against humanity, Human
Rights Watch has said.
The group called on the European Union, the African countries of Mali, Benin and Swaziland,
which have similar agreements to hold Rwandan genocide convicts, to consider taking Taylor.

Because of the high security risk, Taylor has been refused by Sweden and Austria.
Attention and lobbying has since returned to Africa where most countries that could be willing
could face the problem of not having standard detention facilities.

“Countries should be lining to take Taylor, not backing out,” said Richard Dicker, the director of
International Justice at HRW. Taylor faces wide-ranging charges of crime against humanity,
including rapes, extra-judicial killings and the recruitment and use of child soldiers.
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African News Dimension
Friday, 5 May 2006
LIBERIA: Government won't pay Taylor legal costs, says President
MONROVIA (AND-President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, says her government has no intention in
paying the legal defense fees of indicted Liberian President Charles Taylor who is facing
prosecution for war crimes and crimes against humanity.
“This government has no intention and it is not require to do. Defense for Mr. Taylor will have to
come from himself as well as the United Nations,” She said. The Liberian leader made these
assertions today when she appeared on national radio on a phone in program called,
“Conversation with the President.”
Addressing her self to concern as to whether her government is considering paying for the legal
defense of the former Liberian leader, President Sirleaf said: "I think the misunderstanding came
about because of certain conversation that was going on between the leaders of Africa but it got
translated into a potential government’s commitment in this regard with in the content of a
decision that may be taken by the AU.” “But let me be very clear, I got a letter from Mr. Taylor’s
lawyers who wrote me to ask for clarity but we responded to that very clearly and I think they
accepted that and now understand this government’s position,” she added.
The President’s was addressing reports that early emanated from the government that it was
consulting with other nations on the continent when it comes to paying for the legal defense of the
former Liberian leader especially when he told the court that he is indigent to handle his legal
fees.
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Reuters
Thursday, 4 May 2006
Dutchman on trial in Netherlands for West African war crimes
This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations.
MONROVIA, - Some Liberians say he is a war criminal, others that he was just trying to make a
living. One thing is certain: Dutch national Guus Kouwenhoven, still widely known in Liberia as
'Gus', was on excellent terms with Charles Taylor until the warlord-turned- president quit power
in 2003. Kouwenhoven is currently being tried in the Dutch city of The Hague for war crimes and
providing weapons to Taylor in violation of a United Nations ban on arms exports to Liberia.
Ironically, the 63-year-old timber merchant may be the only person brought to justice for his role
in the Liberian civil war as the peace deal that ended 14 years of on-off fighting failed to set up a
tribunal. He faces life imprisonment if convicted.
Earlier this week, the trial saw a former brother-in-law of Taylor, Cindor Reeves, testify that
Kouwenhoven was involved in arms deals and in devising war strategies to fend off rebels
besieging Taylor's men. Reeves, disguised with a wig and make-up, said he was a middleman
for arms shipments from Kouwenhoven's timber company to the plush Taylor residence in the
capital Monrovia. But Kouwenhoven coolly stated he had never seen Reeves before in his life.
Although the trial is receiving scant attention in the Dutch and Liberian media, it is unique in that
it is the first time western prosecutors are trying a national for breaking a UN embargo.
The accused, who has a penchant for silk ties and gold-rimmed sunglasses, was arrested at a
train station in the Netherlands last year following an investigation by Dutch police into his
alleged activities as an arms smuggler in war-torn Liberia from 1999 to 2003.
His arrest was hailed as "a major blow against western profiteers who enrich themselves on the
suffering of Africans" by the prosecutor of the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone,
David Crane.
And environmental groups such as Green Advocates and the UK-based watchdog Global
Witness said the case could mark "an important precedent" for international justice. Both
non-governmental organizations were instrumental in exposing the shady dealings of
Kouwenhoven.
"The world has now transcended the era of impunity where predatory business entrepreneurs
are awarded unrestricted permits to leech on the blood of innocent poor inhabitants in the name
of profits," environmental lawyer Alfred Brownell of Green Advocates said earlier this year.
> Now in its second week, the trial not only highlights the questionable role unscrupulous
businessmen play in the world's conflict zones.It also underlines a nascent unwillingness of
some western nations to turn a blind eye to sanction-breakers. "Internationally, the Dutch
government wants to give a clear signal that the Netherlands is not a safe haven for war criminals
or torturers,"said a spokeswoman for the prosecutor's office, Desiree Leppens, by telephone from
The Hague.
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The Netherlands began actively prosecuting international war criminals in 2003, partly as
a result of the establishment of the International Criminal Court in The Hague. So far, courts have
convicted two Afghans based in The Netherlands for war crimes and a Dutch national for
supplying chemicals to Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein.
Born in September 1942, Kouwenhoven was raised in the port city of Rotterdam before heading
to the Liberian capital Monrovia to import luxury cars and revamp a flashy five-star hotel at the
edge of the city.
The hotel casino was a favorite drinking spot for cronies of then President Samuel Doe. "He
tried to look legitimate by doing legitimate business, but he is criminal," a Liberian close to the
case told IRIN on condition of anonymity.
But Kouwenhoven switched allegiances when then rebel leader Charles Taylor began to dominate
the political scene and ultimately seized power in 1997 presidential elections. "If you do
business in Africa, you have no choice but to be on good terms with those in power,"
Kouwenhoven said in an interview with a Dutch weekly two years ago.
Taylor was infamous for recruiting child soldiers and unleashing them high on drugs on civilians.
At least 200,000 Liberians were killed during the civil war, and thousands of women and men
were raped.
Kouwenhoven denies the allegations against him, saying he had no idea what was going on.
But most Liberians say that was impossible. "You'd have had to have your head in the sand not to
know what happened and what atrocious crimes were being committed," a western analyst told
IRIN on condition of anonymity.
By 2000, the Dutchman headed several logging companies, including the largest timber firm in
Liberia, the Oriental Timber Company (OTC), based in the port city of Buchanan.
Exploiting a territory the size of Belgium, OTC is accused of tapping into Liberia's vast natural
forests to sponsor Taylor's war efforts.
Taylor traded diamonds to buy weapons and fuel war in neighboring Sierra Leone until a 1999
UNembargo on diamonds from Liberia and SierraLeone threatened to deprive him of cash. He
then shifted his attention to timber, once even referring to OTC as his 'pepper bush', a local term
for gold mine.
Kouwenhoven was named and shamed when a UN team of experts reported that OTC provided
logistical and financial support to Taylor. In 2001, the UN Security Council banned him from
travelling.
Yet the port of Buchanan, overseen by Kouwenhoven, had already become a primary location for
arms imports by sea, according to Global Witness. Witnesses told the court that Kouvenhoven
helped ship truckloads of arms to Monrovia.
>
Kouwenhoven is also held responsible for managing an armed militia of 2,500 fighters who
defended Taylor as rebel movements pounded Monrovia with mortar bombs. His lawyer has tried
to discredit most witnesses, saying they were paid by the Dutch police to come forward and
testify. However, insiders close to the case say Kouwenhoven is likely to be convicted because
his company left a 'huge' paper trail of arms deals.
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And now Kouwenhoven's friend Taylor may also stand trial in The Netherlands to face the UNbacked Special Court which has indicted him for fomenting civil war in Sierra Leone. Taylor was
arrested in March after three years of exile in Nigeria. The tribunal has requested the trial not be
held in West Africa, but a country willing to hold Taylor after his conviction has yet to be found.
The verdict on Kouwenhoven is expected in June.
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Reuters
Thursday, 4 May 2006
SIERRA LEONE: Taylor prison location holding up trial
DAKAR, 4 May (IRIN) - Legal wrangling over which European country might house the
indicted former Liberian president Charles Taylor should he be convicted by the International
Criminal Court, means he is unlikely to be moved out of Freetown until at least next month,
experts warned.
Taylor, whose charges include responsibility for murder, mass rape and sexual slavery,
mutilation, and use of child soldiers in Sierra Leone's 1991-2002 civil war, was arrested in late
March.
Officials for the Special Court for Sierra Leone, citing regional concerns that Taylor is a potential
security threat and that the trial could take many months and even years, requested immediately
that the proceedings be transferred to the ICC in The Hague.
The Netherlands agreed to allow the Sierra Leonean Special Court to use ICC courtrooms, cells,
and facilities in The Hague. But it dictated that the UN Security Council had to authorise the trial;
that the ICC and the Sierra Leoneans agree on cost sharing; and that arrangements be made for
the transfer of Taylor to another state once the trial is over.
A spokesperson for the ICC confirmed to IRIN on Thursday that the governing body of the ICC
and the Special Court for Sierra Leone had reached an agreement on the use of ICC facilities, and
on how to split the cost of the trial.
But "there is still no news on which country will take him after the trial", said Tessa Martens, a
spokesperson for the Netherlands Foreign Ministry in The Hague.
Richard Dicker, head of the international justice programme at the NGO Human Rights Watch,
warned that leaving Taylor in his cell in Freetown was "a bad thing for the people of West
Africa".
"It's imperative that the international community step forward and offer up facilities to incarcerate
Taylor if he's convicted at trial. It's disturbing given that Taylor is in effect recognised to pose a
threat to the peace and security of West Africa that states have not been more forthcoming in
offering up their prison facilities to house him," said Dicker.
Sweden, believed by some analysts to be the current frontrunner to house Taylor if he is
convicted, will not reach a formal decision on the matter until some time in June.
Nina Ersman at the Swedish Foreign Ministry in Stockholm confirmed Sweden had been
approached by the UN, and that the government last month submitted legislation to the Swedish
parliament that would change Swedish laws to allow it to host an international war criminal, but
that parliament would not meet on the matter until after 1 June.
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"The appeal must be passed through the parliament as Sweden cannot in its present legal
framework receive this person. The legislation still has to be passed and then there has to be a
decision on the case. The request was put forward specifically because of the Charles Taylor
case," said Ersman.
Ersman said it would be premature to say it has been decided that Sweden will offer to hold him.
"I have a feeling the last hasn't been said on this," she added.
Another Scandinavian country, Finland, is also a possible venue, should Sweden not pass its
legislation. "The name of Finland has been mentioned informally but no official request has been
made yet," said Erja Tikka, spokesperson for the Finland Foreign Ministry. "Finland does have
the right legislation for this," she added.
A Danish government official told IRIN that a prior UN request to Denmark to house Taylor had
been rejected.
"Denmark is a country that has always promoted international law and the rule of law so it was a
natural one to think of. We've also taken some people convicted in the Yugoslav tribunal, so there
is a tradition of these kinds of cases. But Denmark does not have the facilities needed to house
Charles Taylor," the official said.
US's daily, The New York Times, reported on Friday that Austria was also asked to provide a
prison by the UN but declined. Austrian government spokespeople were not available for
comment.
Charles Taylor, a US and Liberian citizen, broke out of an American jail in 1985, where he was
being held on charges of stealing US $1 million from the Liberian government.
He fled back to West Africa where he resurfaced in Libya, Burkina Faso and Cote d'Ivoire, and
launched a rebellion that cost more than 300,000 lives.
He has been indicted by the Special Court for Sierra Leone on 11 counts of war crimes and crimes
against humanity.
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The New York Times
Wednesday, 3 May 2006
Holding arms dealers accountable at home
By Marlise Simons
THE HAGUE- They became partners during some of the worst convulsions of West Africa:
Charles Taylor, the warmongering former president of Liberia, and Guus van Kouwenhoven, a
resident Dutch businessman and international lumber trader.
Taylor, who was arrested in March after three years on the run, is awaiting trial in an African cell,
facing charges of heinous atrocities. But a very different trial of his former Dutch business
associate has opened at a district court in The Hague.
Van Kouwenhoven, 63, is accused of smuggling shiploads of weapons into Liberia in violation of
a UN embargo and of providing Taylor with bands of militia fighters from his own lumber
companies.
The trial, held under a new mix of national and international law, is getting attention because it is
the second time a Dutch court is prosecuting a Dutch businessman for being a party to human
rights abuses on another continent.
Human rights lawyers say they hope the case signals a trend. In Europe's growing practice of
domestic courts' taking on human rights abuses that happened far away, the accused have
commonly been foreign military or political officials, rather than local businessmen. But in
December, a Dutch court sentenced a Dutch businessman, Frans van Anraat, to 15 years in prison
for selling chemicals to Saddam Hussein. The chemicals were used in poison gas weapons that
killed Kurdish villagers.
Desiree Leppens, a prosecution spokesman, said the cases were a Dutch initiative but had been
prompted in part by the presence in The Hague of the new International Criminal Court, which
aims to prosecute grave human violations that took place after 2002. Soon after the court opened,
its prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, said he hoped national jurisdictions would join him in
investigating the "criminal business" of war.
"We want to demonstrate that our government is also willing to prosecute such crimes," Leppens
said. "This is also becoming an international priority."
Van Kouwenhoven was arrested in 2005 while on a brief visit to the Netherlands from his home
in France, apparently unaware that Dutch prosecutors were investigating his activities in Africa.
He has pleaded not guilty and may face a sentence of life in prison.
His trial, which began April 24, is already offering a public glimpse of the network of
collaborators and companies used by Taylor and his cohorts to organize and finance the havoc
wreaked across West Africa. More than 300,000 people are believed to have died in the decade of
conflicts ignited by the former strongman.
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In the small courtroom in The Hague, prosecutors asserted that the Dutch businessman had
become an important player in the Taylor network because he traded Liberia's valuable hardwood
for weapons on the international market.
Van Kouwenhoven, who appeared in the first week of hearings, made light of his dealings with
the former Liberian strongman. He said that he had indeed been part of a circle of businessmen
"who had direct contact with Taylor," and had met with Taylor regularly.
"I wasn't his friend in the sense that I did not go swimming with him and never even ate at his
home," he said.
But prosecutors painted a darker picture. They said the Dutchman, who at first ran a car import
business, a hotel and a casino in Monrovia, got involved with Taylor in the 1990s and became the
director of two large lumber companies. One of these, Oriental Timber, was the nation's largest.
Operating under various names, it exported tons of Liberia's tropical hardwoods to places as far
apart as France and China, using its own fleet of ships. Human rights groups have said that Taylor
was part owner of the company.
As the timber ships returned, they brought back containers full of weapons and ammunition,
unloading them during the night in the port of Buchanan, prosecutors said. They said the weapons
had come from a variety of sources, including a Russian weapons dealer and a Serbian company.
Although the weapons shipments began earlier, van Kouwenhoven is being prosecuted for
deliveries from 2001 to 2003, in violation of the UN arms embargo against Liberia. The United
Nations issued a travel ban against him in 2001, identifying him as a weapons trafficker.
Cinder Reeves, an associate and relative of Taylor and the first man on the witness stand at The
Hague, said in court that he was one of the people who took delivery of weapons at the timber
company.
"They gave us documents to sign for delivery and a list of the weapons in the containers," said
Reeves, whose nickname is Sunshine but who was darkly disguised with a black wig and glasses
for security reasons. "I saw ammunition, grenades, rocket launchers," he told the court.
Prosecutors said that the two lumber companies run by van Kouwenhoven had sent hundreds of
their own employees to participate in fighting for land and resources that spilled over into Guinea
and Sierra Leone, killing and mutilating civilians. Militias from the two lumber companies
"participated in slaughter among the Liberian population wherein nothing and no one was spared,
not even babies," a prosecution statement said. It said that van Kouwenhoven had provided the
weapons.
Because of those links with the militia, he has been charged with war crimes, the prosecution
said.
Defense lawyers and judges have agreed that Taylor himself should be heard in the case. Dutch
investigators, who have questioned witnesses in Africa and Asia, may return to Sierra Leone,
where Taylor is awaiting trial in a cell of the Sierra Leone Special Court.
Both Liberia and Sierra Leone have asked that Taylor be transferred to The Hague to be tried on
the premises of another international court, arguing that he poses a risk to the region's stability.
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But the UN Security Council is still debating the terms of his transfer and it uncertain whether he
will arrive in The Hague before the trial of the Dutch businessman ends later this month.
Leppens, the prosecution spokeswoman, said that Dutch investigators had received much
assistance in the past from the Sierra Leone court and from Global Witness, a British group that
investigates corruption and exploitation of natural resources. The investigators are now
negotiating with Taylor's lawyers to have him testify via video link or to make a sworn statement
in his cell. An answer is expected in the coming days.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 4 May 2006

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]
International Clips on Liberia
Star Tribune 3 May 2006

A lifeline to Liberia, one book at a time; A St. Paul group is at
the forefront of an effort to flood the African nation with
textbooks.
Curt Brown, Staff Writer

Liberia's consul general led a delegation Tuesday into a basement warehouse in downtown
St. Paul, helping launch a new drive to send thousands of textbooks to the western African
nation recovering from years of civil war. "Everything has been completely wiped out from
the university down to the kindergarten," said Alexander P. Gbayee, the Chicago-based
Liberian diplomat. "These wonderful people are definitely doing something we need." Gbayee
toured the headquarters of Books for Africa, a nonprofit group in St. Paul's Lower town area
that has sent more than 13 million books to Africa since 1988.

Liberian Refugees Receive UNHCR Delegate
By Do

May 03, 2006 (The Daily Observer/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --The Liberian
refugees residing in The Gambia on Wednesday 26th, Thursday 27th April, 2006 respectively
received a delegation from the UNHCR Regional Office in Dakar at the Gambia Red Cross.
The delegation was led by Mr. Ron Mponda, UNHCR Chief of Mission to The Gambia and Ms.
Michelle Mendy, UNHCR Community Services Assistant. The delegation has come to The
Gambia to speak and encourage Liberian refugees to voluntarily return to their various
counties and help rebuild the country as more than 15 years of civil war has ended.
States News Service 29 April 2006

SPECIALIZED POLICE UNITS TAKING GREATER POSTCONFLICT ROLE IN UN MISSIONS
The following information was released by the United Nations:

Specialized police units, armored and made up of 125 officers from a single country, are
increasingly being pushed by the United Nations as an efficient, cost-effective way of
bridging the gap between the military component in UN missions and the often nascent,
traumatized national police forces of post-conflict countries, senior officials said today. UN
Police Adviser Mark Kroeker said the first time such units - known as Formed Police Units
(FPUs) - were used was as part of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), but their success there
and in other operations has led to calls for increasing deployment, including in a recent letter
by the Secretary-General to the Security Council calling for three FPUs to help the operation
in Côte d'Ivoire.
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International Clips on West Africa

Youth unemployment threatens stability in Sierra Leone:
Annan
UNITED NATIONS, May 3, 2006 (Xinhua via COMTEX) -- UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
said Wednesday that youth unemployment in Sierra Leone threatens the stability there.
Annan said in his first report on the UN Integrated Office in Sierra Leone that the overall
security situation in the country has remained calm since the departure of the UN
peacekeeping mission (UNAMSIL).

Three injured in ethnic violence in Ivory Coast
ABIDJAN, May 3, 2006 (AFP) - Three people were injured in gunfire when fresh violence
broke out Wednesday among rival ethnic communities in a safety zone monitored by the
United Nations in western Ivory Coast, peacekeepers said.

Local Media – Newspapers
At World Press Freedom Day Celebration, Journalist Criticizes Former Information
Minister
(Daily Observer, The News, The Inquirer and The Analyst)

•

•
•

At a journalists’ forum in commemoration of World Press Freedom Day, University of
Liberia Mass Communication Professor Joe Mulbah urged practitioners to take him to
court if they thought he was guilty of any wrongdoing against the media while serving
as Information Minister.
His comments followed Liberian journalist Lyndon Ponnie’s protest of the Press Union
of Liberia (PUL) decision to select him as a panelist for the special edition of the
Edward Wilmot Blyden Forum.
Ponnie claimed it was inappropriate for Professor Mulbah to serve on the panel
because he had trampled on the press while serving as Information Minister under a
dictatorial regime. In its editorial to mark World Press Freedom Day, Daily Observer
implored Liberian journalists to be more responsible.

Press Union Holds Annual Awards Night
(The News and The Inquirer)

•
•

As part of the celebrations of World Press Freedom Day, the PUL yesterday held its
Annual Awards Night with The Inquirer and Star Radio sweeping the awards.
The Inquirer clinched the Best Newspaper for the second consecutive year, while the
paper’s Managing Editor Philip Wisseh and photographer Kennedy Zubah won the
Journalist and Photo Journalist awards, respectively. Star Radio became Radio Station
of the Year with its reporters Joey Kennedy and Bruce Boweh winning the Legislative
and Judicial Reporters awards, respectively. The station’s program “I Beg to Differ”
was declared Talk Show of the Year. UNMIL Radio’s Eva Flomo was chosen as Best
Newscaster.
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Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)
President of Liberia Earns LD$96,000 per Year
• Speaking to journalists yesterday, Deputy Chief of Office Staff Walter Wisner said that
the President of Liberia was earning an annual salary of LD$96,000. He said the
President also receives US$10,000 as special and general monthly allowances.
• Mr. Wisner clarified that the President does not receive US$20,000 per month as was
reported in the media. He added that the US$20,000 represents the total salary of
the staff of the Office of the President, including Protocol Officers, Aide de Camps,
Advisors and members of the Presidential Anti-Corruption Bureau.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

President Visits Ailing Lawmaker at UNMIL Hospital
• According to journalists covering the Executive Mansion, President Ellen JohnsonSirleaf yesterday visited ailing Margibi County Representative Ansu Larkay at a
hospital run by UNMIL in Monrovia. She thanked the UNMIL Jordanian doctors for the
attention they give Representative Larkay and added that government wanted to fly
him out of the country for further treatment.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Finance Minister Sacks Rural Customs Officers
• A Ministry of Finance statement issued in Monrovia yesterday said that Finance
Minister Antoinette Sayeh had dismissed Customs Officers Joe Tedd, Warlie Kerbie
and Joseph Gbollie for failing to account for revenues collected from a rural customs
collectorate.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Health Ministry Appoints Task Force on National Eye Plan
• According to a press statement issued in Monrovia yesterday, the Ministry of Health
and Social Welfare has appointed a Task Force dubbed Vision 2020 to finalize a draft
of a National Eye Plan which will focus on blindness in Liberia.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Information Ministry Hampered by Lack of Logistics
• In his remarks at an event to mark World Press Freedom Day, Information Minister
Johnny McClain said that his work at the Ministry was being impaired by the lack of
logistics and funds. Minister McClain said that President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf assured
him that the Ministry would get the needed support to function.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Journalist Boycotts World Press Freedom Day Event
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)

Lawmakers Say European Aid Has No impact on Ordinary Liberians
• Appearing on a local radio talk show yesterday, some lawmakers that attended a
parliamentarian workshop in Germany said that they told their European counterparts
that ordinary Liberians have not felt the impact of the US$520 million pledged at the
New York donors’ conference in 2004. Gbarpolu County Senator Daniel Nathan called
on Governance Economic Management Action Program Steering Committee to
conduct audit to determine the uses of the money.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)
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ELBS RADIO (News monitored yesterday at 19:00 pm)

Church Rights Group Launches Legal Aid Program
• According to a press statement issued in Monrovia, United Methodist Church Human
Rights Monitor has launched a legal aid program following the signing of a
memorandum of understanding with a local legal firm to provide services to the
needy.
STAR RADIO (News culled form website today at 09:00 am)

Student Leader Calls for Economic Crimes Court for Liberia
• University of Liberia Students Union Vice-President Darlington Smith called for the
establishment of an economic crimes court in Liberia to prosecute those who
embezzle public funds, adding that the move would deter newcomers to government
services from stealing funds.
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