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Eight new Court interpreters were sworn in on Monday: Illia De Souza George (Krio), Lovetta C. Forna
(Temne), Joyce Johnson (Krio), Georgiana Anthony (Krio), Fatmata Kamara (Temne),
Yarabi Sowe (Krio and Fullah), Yei Bintu Kabba (Kono) and Kumba Daddy (Kono).
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Special Court for Sierra Leone
Press and Public Affairs Office

PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 19 June 2006
Justice Thompson Elected Presiding Judge of Trial Chamber I
Justice Bankole Thompson of Sierra Leone has been elected to a one-year term as Presiding Judge of Trial
Chamber I. He succeeds Justice Pierre Boutet of Canada.
Justice Thompson, who begins his term on Monday, 19 June, becomes
the first Special Court Judge to sit as Presiding Judge a second time. He
also served as Presiding Judge of Trial Chamber I from 2003 to 2004.
Before his appointment to the Special Court in December 2002, Justice
Thompson was Dean of the Graduate School at Eastern Kentucky
University. He is currently on a leave of absence as Professor of
Criminal Justice.
Previously, he was Associate Professor of Criminal Justice at Kent State
University.
Justice Thompson holds the degree of MA, LLB and Ph.D (Law) from
the University of Cambridge, England, and also an MA in Philosophy
from Durham University.
He first served as counsel in his native Sierra Leone from 1971 to 1977,
rising to the rank of Principal State Counsel in the Law Officers’ Department, and then Judge of the High
Court of Sierra Leone. During that time he was a Founder-Member of the country’s Law Reform
Commission. He also served as Legal Officer for the Mano River Union, West Africa, from 1978 to 1981.
His specialities are comparative constitutional law, comparative law, and international criminal law. He
was the first African to hold the David Brennan Endowed Chair of Comparative Constitutional Law at the
Akron School of Law in Ohio, U.S.A. He has to his credit several articles, book chapters, and two
recently-published books, The Constitutional History and Law of Sierra Leone (1961-1995) and The
Criminal Law of Sierra Leone.

#END
The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone. It is
mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30 November
1996. To date, the Prosecutor has indicted eleven persons on various charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other
serious violations of international humanitarian law. Nine indictees are currently in the custody of the Court.
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BBC Online
Tuesday, 20 June 2006

Charles Taylor leaves for trial

Former Liberian leader Charles Taylor has left Sierra
Leone on a plane ahead of his trial in The Hague.

The UN-backed tribunal in Sierra Leone said he was taken by
helicopter to Freetown's airport from his prison cell where he has
been since his capture.
Mr Taylor faces 11 war crimes charges after allegedly backing
rebels in the decade-long Sierra Leone civil war.

Charles Taylor has pleaded not guilty to
charges of war crimes

Last week, the United Kingdom offered to host any jail term he may serve, paving the way for
his transfer.
The Dutch government agreed to host Mr Taylor's trial, as long as he was imprisoned in another
country if he was convicted.
The trial is due to take place in the facilities of the International TAYLOR TIMELINE
Criminal Court in The Hague, but it will be legal officials
1989: Launches
assigned to the Sierra Leone tribunal who will be responsible.
rebellion
1991: RUF rebellion
The proceedings have been moved because of concerns that a
starts in Sierra Leone
trial in Sierra Leone itself could provoke instability there.
1995: Peace deal signed
1997: Elected president
Both Sierra Leone and Liberia are recovering from years of
1999: Lurd starts
conflict, in which Mr Taylor played a central role.
rebellion to oust Taylor
June 2003: Arrest
He is accused of funding Sierra Leone's former rebels, the
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) by selling diamonds on their warrant issued
August 2003: Steps
behalf and buying weapons for them.
down, goes into exile in
Britain, the former colonial power in Sierra Leone, sent troops Nigeria
March 2006: Arrested,
to help oust rebels from the capital, Freetown in 2000.
sent to Sierra Leone
The RUF were notorious for mutilating civilians, by hacking off
their arms or legs with machetes.
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UN Radio (Freetown)
Friday, 16 June 2006
Alex Tamba Brima expressed doubt over allegations read to him last week outlining series of
atrocities of junta soldiers. He said that “all what they wrote in the indictment definitely are all
lies. What doubts more is when he hear high titles attached to our names like Brigadier, General
Colonel whilst our ranks are just Cpl. and Sgt. in the army”.
The first accused was asked for his response by his defense lawyer to allegations for which they
are being tried by the Special Court.
He said they were under command and had nothing to say adding that the trial was politically
motivated as witnesses were taken from Pademba Road Maximum state prisons to testify against
them.
Secondly he said they were baffled because most senior military officers who were also in the
jungle are still in the army today and being promoted instead of being tried. The Lome Peace
accord provided for blanket amnesty for all fighting combatants surprised why they should stand
trial now.
In February and September 30, an unknown number of civilians in Kabala and Konkoba had their
limbs cut-off and received AFRC carvings on their foreheads. Civilians including children under
age fifteen, were conscripted and enlisted, trained in camps and participated in hostilities.
In August 1 to 31 January, 1998 juntas forced a number of civilians to mine at Cyborg pit in
Tongo Fields in the Kenema district. Juntas were said to have looted Telu, Mamboma and
Tikonko in the Bo district.
Meanwhile the CDF trial has been adjourned to September after two months from now.
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Associated Press
Monday, 19 June 2006
Sierra Leone Court Backs Taylor Transfer
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone -- A U.N.-backed court on Monday authorized the transfer of exLiberian President Charles Taylor to an international tribunal in The Hague that will try him for
war crimes.
The court did not say when Taylor might be sent to the Netherlands.
The directive formally endorses a U.N. Security Council authorization Friday for Taylor's transfer
overseas. The Sierra Leone tribunal requested that the trial be moved out of fear the presence of a
man once one of the region's most feared warlords could still spark unrest in West Africa.
The Sierra Leone Special Court will conduct the trial, with the Netherlands supplying the
courtroom,
Taylor faces 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity stemming from his alleged
backing of Sierra Leonean rebels, who terrorized victims by chopping off body parts during the
1991-2002 civil war. He pleaded not guilty at an April 3 arraignment.
No trial date had been set.
Efforts to begin Taylor's trial had stalled because no country has agreed to imprison him if
convicted. But on Thursday, Britain said it was willing to jail him, breaking the impasse.
Taylor went into exile in Nigeria in August 2003 as part of a deal that helped end Liberia's 14year civil war. After the Nigerian government agreed in March to hand him over to the U.N.
Special Court, he tried to slip away but was captured and flown to Sierra Leone.
He has been in the Special Court's detention facilities in the Sierra Leonean capital since March
29.
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Cocorioko website
Monday, 19 June 2006
http://www.cocorioko.net
SCSL ELECTS JUSTICE THOMPSON PRESIDING JUDGE OF TRIAL CHAMBER I
By Joseph Kamanda
The Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) Monday 19th June this year elected a Sierra Leonean
legal luminary, Justice Bankole Thompson to preside over Trial Chamber I of the SCSL for a
period of one-year term.
Justice Thompson who succeeded his predecessor, Justice Pierre Boutet of Canada, Monday
started his term as the first SCSL Judge to sit as Presiding Judge for the second time.
Justice Thomason, according to a press statement issued Monday from the court, has also served
as Presiding Judge of Trial Chamber I from 2003 to 2004.
Prior to his appointment to the SCSL in December 2002, Justice Thompson was Dean of the
Graduate School at Eastern Kentucky University in the United States of America. He is currently
on a leave of absence as Professor of Criminal Justice.
Previously, he was Associate Professor of Criminal Justice at Kent State University.
Justice Thompson holds the degree of MA, L.L.B. and P.h..D. (Law) from the University of
Cambridge, England, and also an M.A. in Philosophy from Durham University.
He first served as counsel in his home country, Sierra Leone from 1971 to 1977, rising to the rank
of Principal State Counsel in the Law Officers Department and then Judge of the High Court of
Sierra Leone during which he was a Founder-Member of the country’s Law Reform Commission.
He also served as Legal Officer for the Mano River Union, West Africa, from 1978 to 1981.
Justice Thompson’s specialties are Comparative Constitutional Law, Comparative Law, and
International Criminal Law.
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The Analyst (Monrovia)
Monday, 19 June 2006
Taylor Inches Into Full Trial
By Gibson W. Jerue
Taylor's final words to partisans of the National Patriotic Party (NPP) before leaving for his exile home in
Calabar in Nigeria were: "I will be back, God willing " Taylor indeed returned to Liberia but in cuffs and
under heavy UNMIL security guard bound for his cell at the Special Court in Freetown, Sierra Leone.
There, at the Special Court, he entered a plea of not guilty which marked the beginning of his trial.
He is now in the comfort of his prison. His motion to be tried in Freetown failed, and the prosecution drew
a 30,000-page indictment. Our News Editor Gibson W. Jerue was among several journalists who had their
day with three officials of the Special Court in Freetown over the weekend. He reports that Taylor's
defense team has been responding to the voluminous indictment in preparation for a pre-trial set for
Wednesday this week.
Charles Taylor has a provisional defense counsel, Karim Ahymad Khan, a British lawyer. He has the
challenge to protect his client's interest through the disposition of law issues for the next few months
before Taylor is transferred to The Hague where is inevitably going to be tried.
Khan is expected to respond to a 30,000-page indictment that documented oral and material witnesses that
are yet to be known.
He is said to be working on a response that is due to be submit during a pre-trial conference that is
scheduled to take place June 21, 2006 in a chamber expected to be presided over by three judges.
The Special Court in collaboration with the Public Information Section of UNMIL at the weekend invited
senior Liberian journalists to Freetown, Sierra Leone, to a press conference.
The conference, according to three of the Special Court's officials, was intended to clarify some of
misconceptions, innuendos, and misinformation being reported about the operations of the Special Court.
Those who addressed the conference were the acting Prosecutor of the Court, Dr. Christopher Staker, the
Registrar, Lovemore Munlo, and the Principal Defender, Prof. Vincent Nmehielle.
All three officials of the Special Court corroborated Taylor's right to remain innocent until proven guilty
beyond all reasonable doubt, his right to a free, fair and transparent due process, and "other benefits
acceptable under international laws".
"You know now that the Court has been in the right direction in terms of the judicial process. Mr. Taylor's
lawyers had already entered a not guilty plea thus taking up issues with the Prosecutor of the Special
Court," said Special Court Registrar Lovemore Munlo.
He said the case was at the level of pretrial but noted specifically that the Defense Counsel has said he will
not be putting up any motions but would rather respond to the indictment against his client in order to
move to the pretrial conference.
The registrar, a Malawian who had served as interim registrar before being elevated to full registrar in
February, he served as deputy registrar of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in
Arusha, Tanzania for a period of four years.
He said his vision is "to consolidate what the Court had already achieved and to move forward in
providing efficient and professional support to chambers, prosecution and defense. He is former Minister
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of Justice and Attorney General of Malawi with a master's degree in law from the London School of
Economics and Political Science in 1989.
Christopher Staker, the Acting Prosecutor, on the other hand, is an Australian. He was named Deputy
Prosecution of the Special Court as of 15 July 2005 and acting Prosecutor in June 2006.
The man selected by the UN to decide the fate of former Liberian president Charles Taylor has extensive
experience in international and public law with doctorate degree in public and international law from the
University of Oxford.
He was called to the Bar in Australia in 1987 and held various legal positions in the Australian AttorneyGeneral's Department, including in its Office of International Law. He was counsel in a number of
prominent cases before the High Court of Australia.
"The Court is playing its role in the region and it is important that people in the region know and take an
interest. The Special Court is genuinely an international Court. It is not part of the Judiciary in Sierra
Leone. It was established by international treaties between the United Nations and the Government of
Sierra Leone ," he said.
According to him, the Special Court was given a jurisdiction as the international Criminal Court to try war
crimes and crimes against humanity.
Currently, he said, it is trying violations committed in the territory of Sierra Leone, some of those
violations for which Taylor is being held.
Dr. Staker said though the court has jurisdiction over some cases under Sierra Leonean laws, those have
not been applied as yet.
Already, the Prosecution of the Special Court has indicted 13 people including Mr. Taylor for crimes
against humanity and war crimes. Three of the indictees come from the RUF, CDF and AFRC.
The 13 indictees are Charles Taylor, Foday Saybana Sankoh, Johnny Paul Koroma, Sam Bockarie, Issa
Hassan Sesay and Alex Tamba Brima.
Others are Morris Kallon, Samuel Hinga Norman, Augustine Gbao, Brima Bazzy Kamara, Moinina
Fofana, allieu Kondwa and Santigie Borbor Kanu.
Taylor, Sesay, Brima, Kallon, Norman, Gbao, Kamara, Fofana, Kondewa, and Kanu are already in the
custody of the Special Court.
Johnny Paul Koroma is said to at large while the indictments of Sam Bockarie and Sankoh were
withdrawn on December 8, 2003 due to death.
Sankoh died in Freetown while Bockarie allegedly died in Liberia under controversial circumstances.
According to Dr. Staker, the Special Court is not pre-judging any indictee and it remains neutral under the
principle of law, saying, "The accused is entitled to a free trial, and remains innocent until proven guilty "
He disclosed that there an appeal chamber and that both the prosecution and defense have rights to appeal
for redress.
"The possibility exist that Taylor may be tried in The Hague," said Dr. Staker.
Prof. Vincent Nmehielle is Taylor's principal defender. He told the press briefing that Taylor's provisional
defense counsel has indicated his preparedness to respond to the indictment against his client.
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The prosecutor of the court drew an indictment against Mr. Taylor by May 20, 2006, and the defense
counsel was expected to file his response within 30 days, in accordance with the rules of the Special Court,
he emphasized.
Nmehielle said the defense has worked on the indictment and was going to the pre-trial conference
prepared.
At the pretrial conference, both counsels - prosecution and defense - will submit their pieces of evidence
before the trial judges for approval.
"This hastens the trial," Nmehielle said.
It is not yet known so far how many witnesses and piece of documentary and material evidence the
prosecution and the defense have.
For now, according to him, Taylor has been declare partially indigent or unable to pay his personal legal
fees, and that it is Taylor's right under Rule 45 of Special Court for the principal defender to arrange a
defense team for him He said while the provisional defense counsel is handling Taylor's legal affairs, the
defendant's financial status would be studied to determine whether or not he has sufficient money to pay
his lawyers.
If it is established that he has enough money to foot his legal bills, he noted, the provisional defense lawyer
would be withdrawn.
For now, he noted, a list of lawyers has been presented to Taylor, including Liberian lawyers, to choose
from in forming his defense team.
Meanwhile, the registrar, acting prosecutor, and principal defender have, in separate remarks dismissed
views held by few individuals that the appointment of a Sierra Leonean, Justice George Gelaga-King, as
President of the Court will compromise the neutrality of the court.
According to them the President of the Special Court can in no way interfere with a trial at the court,
adding that in the case of Taylor Justice King may not be fortunate to preside to see the conclusion of the
case since the presidency of the court rotates yearly.
In another development, the principal defender has confirmed reports that Taylor is receiving "three square
meals a day" and has a cable television to watch the World Cup matches, among other privileges.
Besides, according to principal defender Nmehielle, his relatives are being allowed to visit him even
though they are taken through a series of security screening before being allowed through.
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The Inquirer (Monrovia)
Monday, 19 June 2006
30,000-Page Evidence Awaits Taylor
By Patrick K. Wrokpoh
Freetown
Prosecution lawyers at the Special War Crime Court in Sierra Leone, have submitted to the court
and Mr. Charles Taylor's lawyers, a 30,000- page evidence against the accused to support their
eleven counts indictment linking the accused to the commission of war crimes and crimes against
humanity among others.
The Acting Prosecutor of the court, Dr. Christopher Staker who made the disclosure, told
journalists Friday in Freetown during a news conference hosted by the court, that the presentation
of the evidence against the accused, is part of the procedure leading to the commencement of the
trial. The news conference took place in the conference room of the Special Court located on
Jomo Kenyatta Road in Freetown.
Dr. Staker said in keeping with the procedure for such a case, the prosecution has to submit to the
defense counsels, their evidences to support the indictment to enable the defense lawyers to study
the case and understand what it is all about.
He said the procedure is necessary so that the defense can be able to prepare when it comes to
how they will defend their client and so that they will not be strange to the case or the testimonies
of prosecution witnesses when the case is convened.
The Court's Acting prosecutor, added that in the absence of this procedure, it would be difficult
for the defense to defend the interest of their client when the case is called for hearing.
Also speaking on the submission of the 30,000 pages of evidence against Mr. Taylor, the
Registrar of the court, Mr. Lovemore Munlo, said that the defense has 30 days to respond to the
prosecution's evidence and can file any motion within the given time frame if they have any.
"At the moment, the Taylor's case is now assigned to trial chamber number two. We have two
trial chambers and they are trial chamber one and two," Mr. Munlo said.
According to Mr. Munlo, the pre-trial of the Taylor's case is now being scheduled for June 25th,
2006 at trial chamber two.
He added that the pre-trial is intended for the court to see how ready and prepared the two parties
(Prosecution and Defense) are to begin the hearing of the case.
For his part, the Court's principal defender or counsel, Professor Vincent Nmehielle who also
spoke at the news conference, said the defense lawyers are studying the case and may file a
motion if deemed necessary.
Addressing himself to concerns by this writer as it relates to how Mr. Taylor is being treated in
prison, Professor Nmehielle, who joined the special court in May 29th, 2005, said that Mr. Taylor
is not treated differently from any other accused person in the custody of the court.
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"Remember that there are minimum standards on treatment as it relates to persons in detention.
And let me mention that these people are not yet convicted persons. They are in detention while
awaiting trial. Basically, what is curtailed is freedom, in terms of mobility, " he said.
Professor Nmehielle added, "in terms of their meal, Mr. Taylor is entitled to three square meal a
day."
However, he said, "When someone is over 50 years, they begin to watch what they eat. And so, if
Mr. Taylor decides to take two square meal a day rather than three, it is because he thinks it is
good for his health. But otherwise, he is entitled to three square meal a day, just like any other
person in detention."
On the issue of Mr. Taylor's health, he said that it is being taken seriously and stressed that the
former President is also being treated with respect like any other accused.
"The way you want to be treated with respect depends on the respect you have for yourself and
for authority. Mr. Taylor, I believe has respect for himself and for authority, knowing the rules in
place and knowing that he does not have to violate them. Therefore, he is being treated with what
the rules dictate. Of course he is entitled to phone calls within the rule of detention and he is also
entitled to visitation," Professor Nmwhielle added.
He concluded, "when a person is in confinement, despite what treatment he/she gets, that person
does not feel he or she gets the best of treatment. Freedom is priceless; you may not even get one
square meal a day, but as long as you are free, it does not bother you."
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Reuters
Tuesday, 20 June 2006
Blair’s offer to jail Taylor may clear way for war crimes trial
WASHINGTON — The US has welcomed Britain’s decision to
jail former Liberian strongman Charles Taylor if he is
convicted of war crimes charges in an international tribunal.
British Prime Minister Tony Blair’s decision paved the way for the United Nations (UN) Security
Council on Friday to authorise the transfer of Taylor to The Hague to face the charges connected
to years of fighting in Liberia and neighbouring Sierra Leone.
“We would applaud (that) the process is able to move forward,” US state department spokesman
Sean McCormack said.
The security council unanimously passed a resolution on Friday authorising the transfer of Taylor
to the Netherlands to stand trial for war crimes.
Taylor, seen as the mastermind behind intertwined civil wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone, is being
held in a cell in Freetown, the Sierra Leonean capital.
He faces 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity for backing Sierra Leone’s
Revolutionary United Front rebels, which sent drugged child soldiers into battle and killed,
mutilated and raped civilians during the conflict.
The International Criminal Court in The Hague has agreed to lend the UN-backed special tribunal
in Sierra Leone a cell and a courtroom during the trial.
The resolution adopted by the 15-state security council asked UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan
to help with the legal and practical arrangements required to send Taylor to the Netherlands.
Liberian and Sierra Leonean authorities did not want to host the trial, fearing Taylor’s presence
could spark unrest among his supporters and possibly restart a civil war in either country.
On Saturday, drunken Taylor supporters charged the UN compound in Monrovia, destroying
property and looting offices.
“The continued presence of Taylor in the sub region is an impediment to stability and a threat to
the peace of Liberia and of Sierra Leone and to international peace and security in the region,” the
resolution said.
Denmark’s UN ambassador, Ellen Margrethe Loj, said that holding the trial in Sierra Leone
would be a risk for the region. “That is why the whole council agreed to physically move it out of
the region,” she said.
The Netherlands had agreed to admit Taylor for the trial only if a prison was made available.
Reuters, Sapa-DPA
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Daily Observer (Liberia)
Monday, 19 June 2006
Taylor's Pre-Trial Conference Set For Wednesday:
Prosecution Files 32,000 Page Motion
By Fatoumata Fofana from Freetown
Sierra Leone, June 19 --The Principal Defender of the United Nationsbacked Special Court in Sierra Leone, Vincent Nmehielle, has disclosed
that the Prosecution Counsel has filed a 32,000-page motion on the
indictment and trial of former Liberian president Charles Ghankay
Taylor.

Principal Defender,
Vincent Nmehielle

19

The Guardian
Friday, 16 June 2006
http://commentisfree.guardian.co.uk/cameron_duodu/2006/06/
An Embarrassing Guest
Cameron Duodu
In agreeing to imprison the former Liberian president, Charles Taylor, if he is found guilty by the
international criminal court, the British government is taking on a responsibility that it may later
regret. For Taylor is a shady character with so many connections that the possibility of his
international allies trying to spring him out of jail - and grossly embarrassing Britain - cannot be
ruled out.
Look at what happened to Taylor in September 1985: Taylor was then the ex-director of the
Liberian government's General Services Agency, who had been imprisoned in the US, on an
extradition warrant. The then Liberian government, headed by General Samuel Doe, had asked
the US to extradite Taylor home to face trial on charges claiming that Taylor had embezzled
about $900,000 belonging to the Agency.
While being held in the Plymouth County house of corrections, in Massachusetts, Taylor escaped.
Now, as Hollywood has illustrated with countless films, American prisons are generally built like
fortresses kept under armed watch by guards who usually look trigger-happy. So how did a mere
foreigner manage the feat of escaping from such an American prison?
But that's not all - having escaped from jail in the US, Taylor also succeeded in leaving the
country undetected. It was these feats in the US that convinced many of the Liberians then ranged
against Doe that Taylor had the backing of the CIA. In fact, within weeks of Taylor escaping
from prison in the US, an unsuccessful attempt was mounted to overthrow Samuel Doe, led by
Doe's former army commander, General Thomas Quiwonkpa.
Whether Taylor had any part to play in this coup is not known. But in the minds of Liberian
enemies of Doe, Taylor's escape from jail and the Quiwonkpa coup attempt became interlinked,
and when Taylor later surfaced in west Africa himself, seeking to recruit a guerrilla army, he
obtained a ready ear. By December 1989, he had trained a considerable force in Libya, Burkina
Faso and the Ivory Coast, with which he invaded Liberia. In less than a year, Doe had been killed
by one of Taylor's allies. But Taylor could not control all the warlords seeking power in Liberia,
and the long drawn-out civil war that crippled that country until Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was
inaugurated as its leader earlier this year, had begun.
During the civil war, Taylor used foreign businessmen to obtain arms, by selling them diamonds mainly won by his brutal allies in the arm-chopping Revolutionary United Front (RUF) of Sierra
Leone, to whom Taylor supplied arms - as well as timber and rubber from Liberia's richlyendowed forests. A Dutch national has just been jailed in Holland for his part in these activities,
but there are countless others unknown, who also served Taylor well. These undoubtedly include
"ex-mercenary" elements in Britain.
Given Taylor's "American past" in particular, is Britain wise to welcome him to its jails, if he is
convicted? The Netherlands, where Taylor will be tried by the international criminal court in the
Hague, has declined to be his permanent gaoler. So have Austria and a few Scandinavian
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countries. They have probably studied Taylor's file and concluded that if whoever - or whatever helped spring Taylor from jail in America was not averse to embarrassing the mighty FBI, then
embarrassing a foreign government would not trouble it too much either. And remember that in
1985, nothing like extraordinary rendition was in the vocabulary of the intelligence communities
of the western world.
This is 2006, and it is only fair to ask: If the practice of extraordinary rendition can work in one
direction without troubling too many consciences, why not in the other?
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 19 June 2006
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]
International Clips on Liberia

UN refugee agency chief heads to Liberia
MONROVIA, June 19, 2006 (AFP) - The head of the United Nations refugee agency, Antonio Guterres, is
due in Liberia Monday to check progress in the repatriation of refugees scattered in neighbouring
countries, the organization said. "He will assess first-hand ongoing repatriation and reintegration
programmes being carried out in Liberia," the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) said in a
statement. Guterres is to mark a UN-sponsored world refugee day Tuesday by receiving a group of
refugees returning home from Sierra Leone six months after a democratically elected government was
voted into office following 14 years of savage civil war.
19 June 2006

Denmark: Liberia and Sierra Leone likely to be first to be
helped by new U.N. peace-building body
COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) - Liberia and Sierra Leone could be among the first countries to be
helped by the United Nations' new Peacebuilding Commission, the Danish foreign minister said Tuesday.
U.N. leaders decided in September to create a body to try to ensure countries emerging from war move
toward peace. The Peacebuilding Commission will bring together key players involved in ending conflicts
and promoting reconstruction and economic development in such nations.

International Clips on West Africa

Ivorian premier in South Africa for talks with Mbeki
ABIDJAN, June 19, 2006 (AFP) - Ivory Coast's interim Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny is in South
Africa to brief President Thabo Mbeki on the progress of the fragile peace process in his country, his office
announced Monday. "Banny was invited by President Mbeki to discuss the progress in the peace process
in Ivory Coast," an official told AFP, saying he was expected back home late Monday.

Local Media - Newspapers
Taylor Makes Second Appearance in Court Wednesday
(Daily Observer, The News, The Inquirer, The Analyst, New Democrat, Heritage and Liberian Express)

•

Addressing Liberian journalists in Freetown, Sierra Leone over the weekend, the principal
defender of the Special Court for Sierra Leone Vincent Nmehielle said that the court had
scheduled a pre-trial conference for this Wednesday after the prosecution counsel filed a 32,000
page motion on the indictment and trial of former President Charles Taylor and the defense
counsel responded to the motion.

President Promises to Probe Attacks on Journalists
(The News and The Analyst)
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•

•

In a meeting with the leadership of the Press Union of Liberia and media executives at the
Executive Mansion yesterday, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf promised that the government
would investigate reports of attacks against journalists by state security personnel, adding that
those who violate the rights of the Liberian people will be dealt with appropriately.
She said that her administration inherited a security service that has to be retrained and
restructured to serve the public interest and not abuse the rights of the people as was the case in the
past.

Accused Former Official to Be Extradited
(Daily Observer and New Democrat)

•

Solicitor-General of Liberia Tiawan Gongloe told a news conference in Monrovia yesterday with
government’s determination to prosecute officials and others accused of stealing state funds, the
government would take advantage of its extradition treaty with the U.S. to bring back former
Maritime Commissioner J.D. Slangar to face prosecution for allegedly embezzling public funds.
He said that the government was sending a message that criminals would no longer escape justice
in Liberia.

UNHCR Chief Arrives in Liberia
(The Analyst and The Informer)

•
•

The High Commissioner of the UN refugee agency UNHCR Antonio Guterres was expected to
arrive in Liberia on the eve of World Refugee to conclude his eight-day mission to four African
countries—Tanzania, Burundi, Côte d’Ivoire a Liberia, a UNHCR press release said yesterday.
In commemoration of World Refugee Day tomorrow, Mr. Guterres will spend the day at Bo
Waterside on the Liberia-Sierra Leone border meeting with returning refugees and displaced
people.

President Commissions County Superintendents

(New Democrat and Heritage)
•

President Johnson-Sirleaf over the weekend commissioned all 15 county superintendents and their
principal deputies.

Government and Partners Sign Fiscal Management Agreement
(Heritage and The Informer)

•

Central Bank of Liberia Executive Governor Mills Jones told journalists in Monrovia over the
weekend that the government and five banking institutions had signed a memorandum of
understanding for the proper management of the improvement of resources obtained at state
enterprises.
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Special Court Holds Pre-Trial Hearing of Taylor’s Case
(Also reported on Star Radio)

Government Retrieves Stolen Vehicles

•

In an interview over the weekend, Solicitor-General Tiawon Gongloe announced that vehicles
stolen and taken into Guinea have been retrieved with the help of the Guinean government and the
international police.
(Also reported on Star Radio)

Absence of Court Impedes Trial of Corruption Suspects

•

Solicitor-General Tiawon Gongloe, over the weekend, told journalists that the government was
finding it difficult to prosecute corruption cases because there is only one court at the Temple
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of Justice to try corruption suspects, adding that the situation was impeding the speedy trial of
people accused of corruption. He assured the public that the government officials who were
recently dismissed for corruption, would not go with impunity.
(Also reported on Star Radio)
Police Arrest Cellular Phone Thieves

•

Liberian National Police Acting Inspector-General Al Karlay announced that the police have
arrested 10 suspected thieves of cellular phones in a special police operation Thursday. Col.
Karlay told journalists at a news conference over the weekend that the police launched the
operation to break up phone theft syndicate in Monrovia.
(Also reported on Star Radio)
Christian Mission School Launches Tuition-Free Education Program

•

A Christian mission school, the Ricks Institute in Brewerville, over the weekend launched a free
primary education program as the Institute’s way of assisting the government in tackling the
country’s illiteracy rate. United States Ambassador Donald Booth said that education was the only
means to sustain peace in Liberia.
(Also reported on Star Radio)
Armed Robber Kills Girl in Paynesville

•

An unknown armed man allegedly shot and killed 17-year-old Jestina Kerkulah when she tried to
open the door for her mother, Jebbeh Ireland who had returned home at about 1:30 on Sunday
morning.
• Ms. Ireland told journalists that a man flashed torchlight in her face after she knocked the window
for Jestina to open the door. She said that when the suspected armed robber heard Jestina opening
the door, he fired and killed her instantly and later looted her personal effects at gunpoint.
(Also reported on Star Radio)
STAR RADIO (News culled from website today at 09:00 am)

UNMIL to Repair Court Building in Maryland County

•

Renovation work on the Fourth Judicial Circuit Court in Maryland County would shortly begin
with the financial support of US$15,000 from UNMIL. In an interview with Star Radio over the
weekend, Associate Justice Emmanuel Wreh said that a County Attorney for Maryland County
would be appointed soon.

River Gee County Health Officer Reports Cases of Leprosy

•

In an interview with Star Radio correspondent, River Gee County Health Officer Johnson Chea
said that his unit has diagnosed 40 cases of leprosy at Glaro and Tienpo in the county.
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