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Awareness Times
Tuesday, 25 July 2006
Sierra Leone Police tightens security at Lungi International Airport
Police personnel deployed at the Lungi International Airport under the command of Chief Superintendent,
Alfred Karrow Kamara have taken certain measures aimed at tightening security in and around the Airport.
These water-tight security measures are aimed at creating a safety net for passengers travelling in and out
of Sierra Leone as well as safeguarding the image of the country.
When Awareness Times visited the Airport on Friday 21st July 2006, the Local Unit Commander, CSP
Alfred Karrow Kamara outlined the strategies they have adopted, which include protection of passengers’
luggage, forestalling smuggling and building on the existing cordial relationship between the police and
the community.
According to CSP Kamara, there have been lot of complaints about missing luggage at the airport which
he maintains is due to certain lapses in the security set up at the airport but that as a corrective measure
they are deploying a police officer and one airport security guard at the runway.
"This is to ensure arriving luggage are protected from the point of disembarkation to where the owners
would claim them," he told Awareness Times, adding that those luggage which would be found to have
been tampered with, would be photographed and brought to the notice of their owners and the airport
authorities.
According to CSP Kamara, "this is to ascertain whether the problem occurred at the Airport of departure or
at the point of arrival at the Lungi Airport."
On the issue of forestalling smuggling, Mr. Kamara said using the airport as a gateway for the smuggling
of precious minerals and other dangerous items such as drugs, is giving the country bad name.
"We have noticed that criminals, locals as well as foreigners are using our airport as gateway or transit to
perpetuate their criminal acts, which should be stopped now," he assured.
It could be recalled that since CSP Kamara was posted to the Lungi Airport he has made lots of arrests.
Mr. Kamara who is a crime detective, further informed that the police henceforth will be providing a 24
hour security at the Airport.
With regards the relationship between the police, the Airport Authority and the local community, the
Police Chief in charge of the Airport described it as cordial.
"The recent visit of our Inspector General of Police to Lungi is a clear manifestation that we are working
in partnership with the community," he said, adding that the meeting called by the IG at Lungi saw people
from all works of life attending.
"The community were able to discuss pertinent issues with the IG regarding security," he said.
The Bramsmill–UK trained Chief Superintendent of police, further informed Awareness Times that they
have been providing adequate security for very important occasions. He made specific reference to the
former Liberia President and now Special Court indictee, Mr. Charles Taylor. "We ensured that the
transition of Mr. Taylor went on peacefully" he said.
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BBC Online
Wednesday, 26 July 2006
Taylor 'not priority' for Liberia
Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf says
prosecuting her predecessor Charles Taylor is
"secondary" to her agenda.
Her comments came after more than 300 Liberian and
international rights bodies wrote to her, calling for Mr Taylor
to be tried in Sierra Leone.
Mr Taylor is accused of backing the notorious RUF rebels in
Sierra Leone's 1990s civil war.
Mr Taylor is in exile in Nigeria after leaving power in 2003.

President Johnson-Sirleaf has said her
priorities are creating jobs and fighting
corruption

Addressing her first news conference since taking office on 16 January, President JohnsonSirleaf said her post-war government does not want "the Mr Taylor issue to be the issue
that constraints us or the issue that causes us not to be able to do what we have to do here
for the Liberian people.
"So we want to see it as a secondary issue, even though it may be of utmost concern to the
international community," she said.
'Rule of law'
On Thursday, the Campaign Against Impunity - a coalition of about 300 African and
international civil society groups - said in an open letter to Mrs Johnson-Sirleaf that the new
president should take prompt action to ensure that Mr Taylor faces trial in Sierra Leone.
"President Johnson-Sirleaf said her presidency will stand for
accountability and the rule of law," said Ezekial Pajibo,
executive director of Liberia's Centre for Democratic
Empowerment, in a statement circulated by US-based
Human Rights Watch.
"Now she has a major opportunity to do just that. We hope
she will seize this chance by requesting Nigeria to surrender
Charles Taylor to the [UN-backed] Special Court for Sierra
Leone."
Taylor trial 'out of Africa'

Mrs Johnson-Sirleaf said she had discussed Mr Taylor with Nigeria's President Olusegun
Obasanjo but declined to reveal any details of their conversation.
Mr Obasanjo has rejected previous calls to send Mr Taylor to Sierra Leone but has said he
would be willing to hand Mr Taylor over to an elected Liberian government.
Mr Taylor stood down as rebels threatened to seize the capital, Monrovia. His departure into
exile was part of a deal backed by African and Western powers, which ultimately led to last
year's elections, won by Mrs Johnson-Sirleaf.
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SABC News
Tuesday, 25 July 2006
Taylor unhappy with jail conditions in Hague
Charles Taylor, the former Liberian president, is not happy about
conditions in the Hague jail he was moved to last month, his lawyer
said today as the former Liberian president appeared in court for the
first time since he left Sierra Leone. Karim Khan, the defence lawyer,
told the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone, which will try
Taylor for war crimes, that his client could not make phone calls as
freely as he could in Freetown, lockdown hours were more draconian
and he was unhappy about the food in the "rather Eurocentric"
facility.

Charles Taylor is not happy
about conditions in the Hague
jail he was moved to last month

"Mr Taylor should be afforded the same rights and the same regime
that are afforded to all other detained persons (in Sierra Leone)," said
Khan said. Taylor, wearing a grey suit to the procedural hearing, also
asked the court through his lawyer to speed visas for his family to
visit him in The Hague. Taylor's wife is six months pregnant.

The Sierra Leone special court moved Taylor to The Hague because of fears a trial in Freetown
could spur unrest in Sierra Leone or Liberia. Proceedings are being held in the premises of the
International Criminal Court (ICC). Judge Richard Lussick said he did not want people to have
the impression Freetown was "the Riviera of detention" but said he hoped the court's registrar
would address Taylor's concerns.
Herman von Hebel, the Sierra Leone court's deputy registrar, told journalists he had come to the
Hague to talk to the ICC about logistics related to the trial and said he thought Taylor's concerns
were mostly easily solved "start-up" issues.
Trial to start in 2007
Taylor already appeared in court in Freetown for an initial hearing in April, when he pleaded
innocent to 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity for backing rebels who raped
and mutilated civilians during a brutal 1991-2002 civil war in Sierra Leone, Liberia's neighbour.
Prosecutor Brenda Hollis said she hoped the trial could begin in February, but Khan said that was
untenable and the earliest the defence could imagine starting would be in July.
Taylor's rise to power in 1989 led to a 14-year, on-and-off civil war in Liberia that spilled across
regional borders. He fled into exile in Nigeria in 2003 but was returned to Liberia and transferred
to the court in Sierra Leone on March 29.
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Voice of America
Tuesday, 25 July 2006
Uganda's President Says No Power Sharing With Rebels
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni says peace talks with the
rebel Lord's Resistance Army are not for the purpose of sharing
power.
In a statement, Mr. Museveni says the talks in southern Sudan
are intended to give the rebels what the Ugandan president calls
a "soft landing".
Yoweri Museveni (file photo)
Mr. Museveni is said to have made the comments Monday
during a meeting with the British ambassador (High Commissioner) to Uganda, Francois Gordon.

Earlier this month, the Ugandan president offered amnesty to rebel leader Joseph Kony with the
condition that the peace talks go well.
Kony remains wanted on war crimes charges by the International Criminal Court. The LRA is
accused of killing, kidnapping, and mutilating thousands of civilians during a 20-year war against
the Ugandan government.
Mr. Museveni told the ambassador that the peace talks will allow the rebels to reconcile with their
victims. He also said some rebels could be integrated into Uganda's army.
The talks in Juba have adjourned for the week so the negotiators can consult with their leaders.
On Monday, the chief mediator said the sides had achieved "substantial progress."
A group of Kony's relatives are scheduled to meet him at his hiding place in the Democratic
Republic of Congo later this week, in what is considered a confidence-building measure for the
talks.
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The Analyst (Monrovia)
Monday, 24 July 2006
UNMIL Rapists Go Unpunished
By George Borteh
In Liberia, it is no doubt that rape has become a rocketing public nuisance with women, both
young and old being victimized almost a on daily basis.
Liberians and non-Liberians, especially peacekeepers of the United Nations Mission in Liberia
(UNMIL) are in the vanguard of the rather insalubrious acts.
Dozens of Liberians accused of rape and consequently prosecuted in keeping with the law of the
land are presently serving whatever sentences prescribed for them. But what seems upsetting,
according to observers is the inactiveness of UNMIL authorities to take appropriate actions
against their soldiers when they are caught in the act.
It is alleged that several rape cases involving soldiers and "contractors" of the United Nations
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) are yet to be accounted for in keeping with Liberian law.
One instance of UNMIL inactiveness to taking action against its officers is the case of the five
Russians who were accused of rape and subsequently absconded the country under dubious
circumstances. Both UNMIL and Liberian government officials pledged to brining the m justice
but little or nothing has been heard or seen in that regard.
It may be recalled that UNMIL, some time ago, informed the Liberians and the rest of the world
that there were plans to have the five Russians suspects brought back to Liberia to face justice.
Since then, nothing has been heard or done to the five alleged Russian rapists brought back to the
country.
The Liberian leader once commented on said issue, saying that all have been done or arranged to
have the five alleged Russian rapists but the statement by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is yet to
produce the needed justice to the raped victims and other raped victims yet to be identified.
Their disappearance from the country was said to have been masterminded with officers of the
Liberia National Police (LNP), a member of the Liberian Senate, Joseph Nagbe and Montserrado
County Attorney Samuel Jacobs being at the center of accusation. The dubious circumstances
surrounding their disappearance also led to the suspension of Police Director for Administration
Col. Alfred Karley, although he since resumed duties.
The men are now relaxing at the various abodes in Europe, enjoying the pleasantries accrued from
Liberia as contractors of the UN mission while their victims are still coping with the aftermath of
their actions.
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Apart from that, Liberians who were accused, arrested and prosecuted are serving long term jail
sentences, something which observers termed "a travesty" of UN principles, especially the one
that has do with "Zero Tolerance" on rape and sexual exploitation.
During his recent to Liberia, UN Secretary General Kofi Annan said the world body was against
rape and sexual exploitation and that tougher actions would be melted at violators of the UN
standards, but it seems that is a mere vibration.
Apparently the inactiveness on UNMIL authorities may have given perkiness to other
peacekeepers who are indulged in the act now a day.
Soldiers of the Nigerian Contingent serving with UNMIL are said to be taking advantage of the
done-care attitude being employed by their bosses and are engaged in what is said to be "an
opened room" raping of little girls in their assigned areas.
Some time ago, a Nigerian soldier assigned around the Monrovia City hall Community allegedly
raped two girls about three to nine years old.
The accused was reportedly being investigated by the senior officer of the soldier but up to
present, there have been no reports from said self-investigation while the head of the
peacekeepers has reportedly downplayed the survival of the victims.
Another rape episode involving another Nigerian peacekeeper recently occurred around the
VAMOMA House area with no action taken by the UNMIL and the Liberian government.
According to reports, the soldier involved was investigated and found guilty.
Rape became a daily event at the time a bill was passed by then legislature in 2005.
But the justice system in accordance with the rape bill, only Liberian alleged rapists are serving
the provided punishment from the passed rape bill.
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United Nations
Tuesday, 25 July 2006
Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-General
on Côte d'Ivoire
The Secretary-General is deeply concerned about the recent inflammatory statements by the
leadership of the Front Populaire Ivoirien, which have incited the Young Patriots to resort to acts
of violence aimed at disrupting the ongoing identification process in Côte d’Ivoire. The violence
resulted in the loss of human lives and an attack by Young Patriots on the vehicle of the High
Representative for Elections, Mr. Gérard Stoudmann.
The Secretary-General strongly condemns these acts, which are in breach of the agreements
reached among Ivorian parties, including during the high-level meeting he convened in
Yamoussoukro on 5 July. He urges all Ivorian parties to extend their full cooperation to the
Prime Minister as the Government presses ahead with the simultaneous implementation of the
identification and disarmament processes.
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United Nations

Nations Unies
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)

UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 25 July 2006
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]
International Clips on Liberia

Independence Day: Liberia Readies to Light Up In 16 Years
By Zoom Dosso

MONROVIA, July 25, 2006 (AFP) - Liberia, Africa's oldest republic, marks its 159th
independence anniversary on Wednesday with the reconnection of electricity, the first time
the country sees hydro-electric power in 16 years. Hydro-electrical supplies were knocked
out in 1990 shortly after the 14-year civil war broke out and only a few who can afford it
have been managing on diesel and petrol powered generators. Parts of Monrovia's street
lights are to be turned on for the first time in a decade-and-half Wednesday morning as part
of the official celebrations to be attended by a host of African presidents including John
Kufuor of Ghana.

International Clips on West Africa

Ivory Coast rebels accuse PM of lacking courage
BOUAKE, Ivory Coast, July 25, 2006 (AFP) - Ivory Coast rebels on Tuesday accused Prime
Minister Charles Konan Banny of lacking the courage to push through election preparations
that have sparked violent clashes in recent days. Banny, head of a UN-backed transitional
government, "has his method, but at some point, he will have to be more courageous,"
Sindou Cisse, assistant to rebel New Forces (FN) leader Guillaume Soro said, adding that the
premier "is afraid of (President Laurent) Gbagbo."

Local Media – Newspapers
Brumskine Critiques Draft National Budget
(The News, The Inquirer, The Analyst, Daily Observer, New Democrat, Heritage, National
Chronicle, The Forum, The Informer, The Monitor and Public Agenda)

•

Addressing a news conference in Monrovia on Monday, Liberty Party’s former
Presidential candidate, Counselor Charles Walker Brumskine, said that the preparation
of the draft national budget was not participatory and that there is no indication how
priorities were determined. He urged President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf to resubmit an
integrated budget, which would include revenues from all sources.

Camp Schefflin Military Barracks Renamed
(The Inquirer, The Analyst, New Democrat, Heritage and The Informer)

•

President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf on Monday renamed the home of the 23rd Infantry
Brigade of the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL), Camp Schefflin Military Barracks, in
honor of the late Defense Minister Edward Beyan Kesselly. The barracks is now called
Camp Edward Beyan Kesselly Military Barracks.
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Muslim Council Condemns Police Chief for Issuing ‘Dangerous’ Statement

(The News,

National Chronicle and Liberian Express)

•

•

The National Muslim Council of Liberia has condemned a recent statement by the
Director of Police, Munnah Sieh, which warned that the police will not tolerate women
from the Islamic faith wearing veils, especially at a time when terrorism across the
world is so high.
According to a statement issued on Monday by Sheikh Akibu Sheriff, Secretary
General of the Council, Muslim women in Monrovia are being molested and assaulted
indiscriminately by the police as a result of the Director’s statement. The Council
considers Director Sieh’s statement as dangerous, unfortunate and a violation of the
norms of the country, Mr. Sheriff said.

6 Killed in Trial by Ordeal in River Gee County
(Heritage and Public Agenda)

•
•

A human rights group, the Foundation for International Dignity, has reported the
death of six persons who were recently killed after they were made to go on trial by
ordeal, otherwise known as ‘sasswood,’ in Gbeapo District, River Gee County.
The deceased were accused of being supposedly linked to the death of a man
identified as Stephen Swen.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 6:45 pm)
Former Presidential Candidate Denounces Fiscal Budget
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Visiting Kuwaiti Delegation Calls on President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf
• An Executive Mansion press release issued in Monrovia yesterday said that a Kuwaiti
government delegation yesterday held talks with President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf with
the delegation’s head, Mohammed Abdullai El-Abdul Hassan, informing the Liberian
leader that the Kuwaiti government was ready to resume bilateral relations with
Liberia.
• Mr. Hassan, Political Advisor to the Emirate of Kuwait, said that Kuwait would assist in
the financial sector of Liberia by reintroducing the Kuwaiti Fund for Development
under which Liberia’s development needs would be considered.
• President Johnson-Sirleaf lauded Kuwait for the pledge to assist Liberia and stressed
the need for a functional private sector to sustain the economy.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Government Gathers Evidence to Prosecute former Officials
• Justice Minister Frances Johnson-Morris said that the government has gathered
preliminary documentary evidence to prosecute former National Transitional
Government of Liberia Chairman Charles Gyude Bryant and other former officials.
• Addressing a news conference in Monrovia yesterday, Minister Johnson-Morris said
that the government was hiring accountants to interpret the documents to determine
whether they were genuine enough to go to court. She added that before going to
court, the government needed to be sure it could prosecute the former Liberian
officials.
• President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf had said that key documents regarding financial
operations of the former government were destroyed.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)
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African Heads of State to Grace Liberia’s Independence Celebration
• Speaking to journalists at the Executive Mansion yesterday, Presidential Press
Secretary Cyrus Badio said that three African Heads of State including Ghanaian
President John Kufuor, Sierra Leonean President Ahmed Tejan Kaba and Burkinabe
President Blaise Campaoré will arrive in Liberia tomorrow to participate in celebrations
of the 159th independence anniversary of Liberia. The visiting African leaders will
accompany President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf to officially turn on electric lights just
restored to some parts of Monrovia.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Lawmaker Unhappy About Pressure to Endorse National Budget
• The Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives Tokpah Mulbah said that
members of the National Legislature were being pressurized to pass the fiscal budget
for 2006/2007.
• Mr. Mulbah said that the National Legislature needed time to carefully study the
allocations in the budget and if required, transfer or reduce figures in some of the
allocations. He added that the Lawmakers were contemplating on increasing funds
allocated for education and health.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board
or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi Armah at armahj@un.org.

