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Special Court for Sierra Leone
Press and Public Affairs Office

PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 2 August 2006
Prosecution Concludes Case in RUF Trial
The Prosecution today concluded its case in the trial of three former members of the
Revolutionary United Front, Issa Hassan Sesay, Morris Kallon and Augustine Gbao. The three
accused each face an 18-count indictment for war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other
serious violations of international humanitarian law.
Since the beginning of the trial on 5 July 2004, the Court has heard from 86 Prosecution witnesses
over 183 trial days.
Following a discussion on the admissibility of certain documents, Senior Trial Attorney Peter
Harrison told the Court that “the Prosecution has no further witnesses to call and the Prosecution
closes its case”.
Issa Sesay and Morris Kallon were indicted in March 2003 and Augustine Gbao was indicted the
following month. Indictments against two other accused former RUF leaders, Foday Sankoh and
Sam Bockarie, were withdrawn by the Prosecutor in December 2003 due to the deaths of the two
men.
Oral arguments on Motions for Judgment of Acquittal are scheduled to take place on 16 October.
This is the third of the ongoing trials in which the Prosecution has closed its case. The other two
trials are currently hearing witnesses for the Defence. The case of the Prosecutor vs. Charles
Taylor is currently in the pre-trial phase.
#END
The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone. It is
mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30 November
1996. To date, the Prosecutor has indicted eleven persons on various charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other
serious violations of international humanitarian law. Ten indictees are currently in the custody of the Court.
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Standard Times (online edition)
Wednesday, 2 August 2006
http://www.standardtimespress.net/cgi-bin/publish/news_204.html
As prosecution concludes case...RUF trio awaits war crimes verdict
The Prosecution today concluded its case in the trial of three former
members of the Revolutionary United Front, Issa Hassan Sesay, Morris
Kallon and Augustine Gbao. The three accused each face an 18-count
indictment for war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other serious
violations of international humanitarian law. Since the beginning of the
trial on 5 July 2004, the Court has heard from 86 Prosecution witnesses
over 183 trial days.
Following a discussion on the admissibility of certain documents, Senior Trial Attorney
Peter Harrison told the Court that “the Prosecution has no further witnesses to call and the
Prosecution closes its case”.
Issa Sesay and Morris Kallon were indicted in March 2003 and Augustine Gbao was
indicted the following month. Indictments against two other accused former RUF leaders,
Foday Sankoh and Sam Bockarie, were withdrawn by the Prosecutor in December 2003 due
to the deaths of the two men.
Oral arguments on Motions for Judgment of Acquittal are scheduled to take place on 16
October.
This is the third of the ongoing trials in which the Prosecution has closed its case. The other
two trials are currently hearing witnesses for the Defence. The case of the Prosecutor vs.
Charles Taylor is currently in the pre-trial phase.
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Patriotic Vanguard website
Wednesday, 2 August 2006
http://www.thepatrioticvanguard.com/article.php3?id_article=693

Special Court: Prosecution Concludes Case
- Wednesday 2 August 2006.

The Prosecution of the Special Court for Sierra Leone has today concluded its
case in the trial of three former members of the Revolutionary United Front,
Issa Hassan Sesay(photo), Morris Kallon and Augustine Gbao.
According to a special court press release, the three accused each face an 18count indictment for war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other serious
violations of international humanitarian law.
Since the beginning of the trial on 5 July 2004, the Court has heard from 86
Prosecution witnesses over 183 trial days.
Following a discussion on the admissibility of certain documents, Senior Trial
Attorney Peter Harrison told the Court that “the Prosecution has no further witnesses to call and the
Prosecution closes its case”.
Issa Sesay and Morris Kallon were indicted in March 2003 and Augustine Gbao was indicted the following
month. Indictments against two other accused former RUF leaders, Foday Sankoh and Sam Bockarie,
were withdrawn by the Prosecutor in December 2003 due to the deaths of the two men.
Oral arguments on Motions for Judgment of Acquittal are scheduled to take place on 16 October.
This is the third of the ongoing trials in which the Prosecution has closed its case. The other two trials
are currently hearing witnesses for the Defence. The case of the Prosecutor vs. Charles Taylor is
currently in the pre-trial phase.
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Voice of America
Wednesday, 2 August 2006

Uganda Stresses Cease-Fire as Part of Final Peace Deal
Ugandan officials are welcoming a call for peace from rebel leader Joseph Kony, but stress they
will only sign a cease-fire as part of a final peace deal.
Government spokesman Robert Kabushenga told reporters Wednesday that Uganda sees Kony's
statements as a positive development.
Speaking at his first news conference Tuesday, Kony said he is committed to peace talks due to
resume in southern Sudan Monday. He also called for a truce and denied committing any war
crimes.
Kony's group, the Lord's Resistance Army, is accused of killing, kidnapping or mutilating
thousands of civilians during a 20-year war against the Ugandan government.
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni has offered amnesty to the rebel leader and his top aides, if
they disarm.
However, Kony is still wanted by the International Criminal Court (ICC) on war crimes charges.
Human Rights Watch has criticized the Ugandan amnesty offer, saying rebels should not be
exempt from the alleged crimes.
Kony and his aides have been hiding at bases in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

11

BBC Online
Thursday, 3 August 2006
Annan Outlines Darfur Peace Plans
UN chief Kofi Annan has urged the Security Council to
reinforce Darfur's African Union (AU) peacekeepers,
while pressuring Sudan to accept a UN force.
Mr Annan gave three options for the UN, with Sudan's
approval, to bring peace.
One scheme would involve 18,600 African and Asian
troops, making it the world's largest UN peace force.

The African Union's mission in
Sudan is short of funds

But Sudanese President Omar el-Bashir has vowed to
never allow a UN force into Darfur. The UN cannot assume a role without the
government's consent.

"Securing the consent of the government of Sudan will require continued intensive
discussions with Khartoum by council members, by key member states and regional
organisations, as well as by the United Nations," Mr Annan said.
"No effort should be spared to send the simple, powerful message: International
involvement will increase the chances of peace taking root in Darfur, will strengthen
the credibility of the peace process and the protection of the suffering populations of
Darfur," he said.
He warned that the window of opportunity created by the Darfur peace agreement
signed in May would be lost if there was no extra effort to implement it on the ground.
The current AU peacekeeping force in Sudan's war-torn west is 7,000-strong.
Some 2m people have fled their homes in Darfur since conflict began in 2003, and tens
of thousands of people are reported to have been killed in ongoing violence.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 2 August 2006
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]
International Clips on Liberia

LIBERIA: 15,000 child labourers to be sent back to school
[This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations]

MONROVIA, 1 Aug 2006 (IRIN) - In a country where more than half of the children are out of
school earning extra cash to take home or because families cannot afford the fees, some
15,000 Liberian child labourers aged between five and 18 are to be sent back into
classrooms. Instead of walking to school in the morning, 10-year-old Mamie Turay walks
several kilometres from the eastern outskirts of Monrovia into downtown just to sell peanuts,
bringing in a profit of about $25 Liberian, or the equivalent of US $0.50.

LEBANON-LIBERIA: Lebanon Diary Part VIII
[This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations]

BEIRUT, 1 Aug 2006 (IRIN) - Marcelle Bedran and 22 other Liberians and Lebanese-Liberians
have been seeking a way out of Beirut for more than two weeks. They are among about 50
Liberians trapped in the besieged city. Many had fled civil war in their own country. Nearly 50
Ghanaians returned to Ghana from Lebanon on Tuesday with the help of their government and
the UN's International Organization for Migration (IOM). Liberia has been unable to secure an
evacuation for its nationals. IRIN has been documenting the plight of Bedran and her fiancé, 25year-old Saide Chaar, and their family through daily phone conversations that are published in
narrative form. Their situation is deteriorating daily as they face persistent hunger, the threat of
eviction and a grinding fear of air strikes or an escalation of the ground war. Bedran’s normally
calm voice on Tuesday had a hard edge. Chaar’s control tightened to anger and he broke down
in tears. The following is part VIII of an ongoing diary of their life in Beirut.

International Clips on West Africa

Local state administrators re-deploy in northern Ivory Coast
ABIDJAN, Aug 1, 2006 (AFP) - Four senior civil servants representing the state started redeploying Monday in the rebel-held northern Ivory Coast, which they had fled years ago
because of unrest, the UN mission in the country said Tuesday. The UN Operation in Ivory
Coast (ONUCI) "dispatched a special flight on August 1, 2006, to ensure the return of four
Ivory Coast civilian administrators to their places of work in the zones controlled by the
(rebel) New Forces," said the UN in a statement.
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Over 400 Sierra Leoneans in Lebanon decline evacuation offer
FREETOWN, Aug 1, 2006 (AFP) - More than 400 Sierra Leoneans living in Lebanon have
declined an offer of evacuation from the country as it reels under the impact of Israeli
attacks, Information Minister Professor Septimus Kaikai said Tuesday. Most foreign citizens
in Lebanon have in recent days been repatriated in the light of the violence. Kaikai said some
Sierra Leoneans had lived in the country for over two decades, adding that most of them
lived in Beirut which was not under immediate threat.

Local Media – Newspapers
Lebanese Community in Liberia Protests Shelling of Lebanon
(Daily Observer, The Inquirer, The News, New Democrat and National Chronicle)

•

•

The World Lebanese Cultural Union of Liberia yesterday conducted a sit-in at the
Lebanese embassy in Monrovia in protest of the ongoing widespread bombardments
of Lebanon by Israel. The gathering of hundreds of Lebanese residents carried
placards condemning the bombardments and the killings and urged the United
Nations to quickly intervene and end the carnage.
An array of Liberian personages, including House Speaker Edwin Snowe, Justice
Minister Frances Johnson-Morris and Senator Jewel Howard Taylor showed up to
express solidarity with the Lebanese community.

House to Convene Special Session to Pass National Budget
(Daily Observer and Heritage)

•

The House of Representatives was expected today to convene a special session to
conclude on the much debated national budget.

President Donates to Ailing Journalist’s Trust Fund
(The Inquirer)
•

President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf yesterday donated a check of US$1,000 to the trust
fund for ailing journalist Throble Suah. Making the presentation on behalf of the
President, Presidential Press Secretary, Cyrus Badio, said that the President had
always identified with the press. He recalled President Johnson-Sirleaf’s earlier
assistance to journalist Suah when he first fell ill and was taken to Accra, Ghana.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 6:45 pm)
Lebanese in Liberia Protest War at Home
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Elections Commission Gives Green light for By-Election Campaign
• The National Elections Commission (NEC) yesterday announced the commencement
of campaign activities for the legislative by-election for Margibi County District #2.
• NEC Chairman, James Fromayan said that four candidates including Ben Fofana of the
Unity Party, Edwin Harris an Independent Candidate, Kollie Jallah of the Congress for
Democratic Change and Zoe Willie of the Liberty Party were qualified to contest the
by-election. Mr. Fromayan urged political parties, candidates and their supporters to
adhere to the campaign guidelines and conduct the process peacefully.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

United States Deports Liberians for Immigration Offences
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•

Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization sources said that more than 20 Liberian
deportees will arrive in Liberia today from the United States where they have been in
detention for various undisclosed offences.

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

US-Based Liberian Group Frowns at Security Lapses in Liberia
• United States-based Liberia Social Justice Foundation Chairman, Dr. Edwin Zoedua
said that Liberia was experiencing security lapses, asserting that the borders were not
thoroughly manned thus aliens regularly enter the country from neighboring
countries.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Auditor Testifies in Economic Sabotage Case
• Mr. Sam Mombo, Executive Director of the Mombo and Company, an auditing firm
operating in Liberia, yesterday testified in an economic sabotage case at a criminal
court in Monrovia. The firm had been contracted by the former National Transitional
Government of Liberia to audit the financial records of the National Social Security
and Welfare Corporation who’s Director, Orishall Gould, is a key defendant in the
case.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

UNDP Partner Allegedly Embroil in Financial Scam
• The Project Secretary of the New Era International, UNDP’s partner operating in Sinoe
County, alleged that money entrusted to the organization’s leaders had been stolen.
• Mr. Samuel Ross told correspondents in the county that over US$100,000 intended to
train 900 ex-combatants had been squandered by the organization’s Executive
Director James Potter. He alleged that only 227 ex-combatants were trained instead
of the targeted 900 as reflected in a report to the UNDP.
• Mr. Potter, the organization’s Executive Director denied the allegation, asserting that
the money entrusted to his group to train the ex-combatants was used for the
intended purpose. UNDP Policy
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Man Allegedly Rapes 8-Year-Old Girl
• Sources said that the police in Monrovia was holding 54-year-old James Wama on
allegations that he had raped an 8-year-old girl during festivities to mark Liberia’s
Independence Day on July 26. At least 5 rape cases were reported to the Liberia
National Police Women and Children Protection Section during the festivities.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board
or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi Armah at armahj@un.org.
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Special Court Supplement
Wednesday’s Fire fighting exercise, in photos
Fire fighting training, including both theory and practical, was conducted successfully by SSO Glen Thomas from 1500 to
1620 hours on 2nd August 2006. Participants included the A Shift SDOs Rawlings Kudewurah and Nithyananda SHETTY,
together with Security Officers Mr Alhassan SUMA, Mr Mohamed BAH, Mr Steven TURAY and Mr John Seih.

