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[Melron Nicol-Wilson is Defence Co-Counsel for Morris Kallon]
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CNSNews.com
Friday, 4 August 2006

http://www.cnsnews.com/news/viewstory.asp?Page=%5CForeignBu
Illicit Diamond Trade Used by Hezbollah and Others
Nairobi, Kenya (CNSNews.com) - The international community should speed up efforts to
prevent terrorist groups from using the proceeds from illicit diamond trade to finance their
activities and launder their funds, campaigners say.
A Nairobi-based African affairs analyst, Adan Mohamed, said it was "very likely" that groups
like Hezbollah still use the trade to raise additional revenue.
"Nothing much has happened in putting mechanisms in place to prevent diamond trade from
being used to clean dirty cash or finance conflicts," he said.
Investigations by researchers, human rights groups, the United Nations and media organizations
have revealed how Hezbollah exploited weakness in the international diamond trade monitoring
systems to hide their assets and raise funds.
The illicit trade was mainly carried out in the West African nations of Sierra Leone, Liberia and
the Ivory Coast, and further south in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
The trade was allegedly facilitated in part by former Liberian President Charles Taylor, now
facing war crimes charges in The Hague.
Taylor was the main sponsor of the notorious Sierra Leone rebel group the Revolutionary United
Font (RUF), which controlled a significant segment of the country's rich alluvial diamond mines.
The RUF waged a brutal five-year war against the Sierra Leone government in which it targeted
non cooperative civilians and punished them by amputating their arms. Some RUF leaders are in
the custody of the International Criminal Court.
The gems mined by RUF were shipped to Taylor's Liberia for onward transmission to Hezbollah,
al-Qaeda and other illicit international buyers, according to published accounts.
The small but influential Lebanese community in West Africa, comprising mostly Shiites, was
also found to be instrumental in facilitating the transfer of illicit diamonds to Hezbollah.
A 2004 report in the Middle East Intelligence Bulletin, a publication of the Middle East Forum
and the U.S. Committee for a Free Lebanon, said that although the U.S. authorities had been able
to reduce the flow of Hezbollah financing from networks in the U.S., "it appears that one lucrative
source of Hezbollah financing is still growing: the diamond trade in West Africa."
Security information consultant group Strategic Forecasting (Stratfor) said last month that
Hezbollah could finance new attacks on Israeli targets abroad using funds from a profitable
"blood diamond" network in West Africa.
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Another group that has in the past documented how Hezbollah and al-Qaeda have used diamonds
from West Africa to finance their terrorist activities is the international NGO, Global Witness.
In a new report, the group says efforts to monitor the international movement of diamonds have
not been successful and more needs to be done.
Global Witness estimates that four percent of illegal diamonds get into the international market
every year. The overall global diamond trade is worth over $60 billion and most of the retail sales
are in the United States.
A project known as the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) was started in 2003 to
monitor international diamond movement, in a bid to prevent the gems from being used to fund
conflicts and fuel human rights abuses. Seventy countries have agreed to implement the plan so
far.
Pamela Wexler, an attorney who authored the new report, said that although there was much to
praise about the KPCS inaugural phase, it had not yet evolved into a fully credible check on the
international movement of diamonds.
"Foremost are gaps in oversight, specifically of internal control systems in individual countries
and of the peer review monitoring system overall."
Another key weakness was inadequate checks on private industry by individual governments.
The KPCS requires governments to implement import/export control regimes and to adopt
systems to oversee their private sectors, and so keep a documentary record of rough diamonds as
they travel from the mine to their polished state.
Diamonds must be shipped in sealed containers and export agencies must certify that parcels are
free from "conflict diamonds."
Members also agree to prohibit entry of uncut stones arriving unsealed or without proper
certification.
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BBC Online
Friday, 4 August 2006

LRA leaders decline talks offer
The Ugandan Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebel movement
has said it will not send its most senior leaders to peace talks
with the government.
Sudanese mediator Riek Machar had asked for the group's top
leaders to take part after earlier peace talks failed.
But LRA deputy leader Vincent Otti told the BBC he would not
attend talks in the southern Sudanese town of Juba.
Otti said Juba was not safe for
the LRA leadership
Hopes of an end to the 20-year LRA insurgency were raised on
Tuesday when LRA leader Joseph Kony met mediators.
The talks in Juba had been planned for Monday.
But Mr Otti told the BBC that Juba was not safe because an International Criminal Court (ICC)
warrant for the LRA leaders' arrest was still in force and Ugandan government forces were
present in the town.
Meeting
On Tuesday, Mr Kony held his first formal meeting with Mr
Machar and a Ugandan official in a forest clearing on the border
between Sudan and the Democratic Republic of Congo.
This was hailed as a significant move, since the failure of earlier
talks had been attributed in part to the negotiators not being
sufficiently high-ranking to strike a deal.
The Ugandan government said at Tuesday's meeting that it
LRA leader Joseph Kony met
would consider the ceasefire offer by the LRA leader, though it mediators this week
also expressed caution.
"It should only be a final peace deal that is signed. The government has shown a lot of goodwill
so far, so they (the LRA) should trust us and take us seriously," government spokesman Robert
Kabushenga told Reuters news agency.
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni has offered the rebels a full and guaranteed amnesty and
protection as long as they renounce violence.
Thousands of civilians have died in the 20-year conflict and more than one million have been
forced to flee their homes.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 3 August 2006
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]
International Clips on Liberia

Nigerian troops return from UN mission in Liberia
LAGOS, Aug 3, 2006 (AFP) - Some 100 Nigerian soldiers serving with the United Nations
Peace Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) have returned home, a Nigerian army spokesman said
Thursday. "The 98 men and officers were received at the Mutada International Airport in
Lagos yesterday (Wednesday)," the spokesman told AFP. He said Nigeria was happy with the
performance of the troops "as good ambassadors of the country after six months of a
peacekeeping assignment in Liberia."

International Clips on West Africa

New guidelines to help push forward Ivorian election
program
ABIDJAN, Aug 3, 2006 (AFP) - The transitional government in Ivory Coast has drawn up
special guidelines for a contentious pre-election voter identification scheme aimed at
preventing disputes, it announced Thursday. This guide "should make it possible" to carry
out voter identification "within the legal framework ... so as to avoid any possible dispute,"
said a statement following a cabinet meeting held Wednesday. The exercise aims to update
voter rolls through the identification of some 3.5 million undocumented Ivorians among the
country's 16 million inhabitants ahead of elections to be held by the end of October.
BBC 3 August 2006

Sierra Leone: Rights group consoles Lebanese, Syrians over
war
The Coalition for Justice and Accountability [COJA] in Sierra Leone, has issued a press
release consoling Lebanese and Syrian nationals in Sierra Leone after it joined other human
rights organizations globally in their action to call on both Hezbollah and Israeli governments
to immediately halt the ongoing military assaults against innocent civilians life.

Local Media – Newspapers
House Makes Amendments to Draft National Budget
(Daily Observer, The Analyst, The Informer and The Monitor)

•

The House of Representatives resolved in a special session yesterday to include in the
national budget revenue from public corporations, including the Liberia Petroleum
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Refining Company. The lawmakers agreed that such monies should be used to
upgrade the allotments made for education and health.
Unity Party to Produce Presidential Guards
(Daily Observer and The Inquirer)

•

Addressing Unity Party (UP) partisans in Monrovia yesterday, President Ellen JohnsonSirleaf said that she was considering the recruitment and training of several UP
youths to serve as presidential guards. The President said that she would feel better
protected by her own partisans, blaming the inefficiencies in government on non-UP
members who she said had failed to live up to the required spirit of “inclusiveness.”

UN Renews Travel Ban on House Speaker and Other Lawmakers
(The News and New Vision)

•

The UN Security Council recently updated its travel ban list on Liberia, which includes
House Speaker Edwin Snowe, Grand Gedeh County Representative, Kai Farley, and
Senators Jewel Howard Taylor and Adolphus Dolo. Former Speaker George Dweh also
remains under the travel ban. The Security Council lay emphasis on the activities of
Representative Farley, a former militia commander, who according to the Security
Council continues to engage in activities which pose a threat to peace and security in
the sub-region.

TRC Recruits Statement Takers Nationwide
(The Inquirer, The Informer and Liberian Express)

•

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) yesterday launched a recruitment
drive for statement takers of testimonies across Liberia. The TRC is basically
administering an aptitude test to over 200 applicants.

Twenty-Three Liberians Deported From U.S.
(The News and Liberian Express)

•

Twenty-three Liberians deported from the U.S. for violations, including possession of
narcotics, domestic violence and illegal stay were expected to arrive yesterday. The
deportees were on 22 July escorted to the Baltimore Washington International Airport
by the First Secretary and Consul of the Liberian Embassy in Washington, Christopher
Nippae, and representatives of the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement
Agency.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 6:45 pm)
Lawmakers Make Changes to Draft National Fiscal Budget
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

President Says Ruling Party is Committed to Principles of Inclusion in Government
• Addressing partisans of the ruling Unity Party (UP) in Monrovia yesterday, President
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf said that the UP was committed to the principles of inclusion,
but was keen on commitment, dedication and loyalty as key requirements.
• The President emphasized that government lacked the capacity to employ all
members of the Party but assured them that the government would create jobs for
qualified partisans.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)
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Lawmakers Show Solidarity with President for Fire Incident
• Members of the Senate met with President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf yesterday in
Monrovia to pledge the Senate’s solidarity to the Executive Branch in the wake of the
fire incident of July 26. Senate President Pro Tempore, Grand Gedeh County Senator,
Isaac Nyenabo said that the meeting was to foster cooperation between the Executive
and Legislative Branches of Government. President Johnson-Sirleaf assured the
Senators that the appropriate actions would be taken following investigation of the
fire incident.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Human Rights Defenders want former Presidential Affairs Minister Arrested
• The Coalition of Human Rights Defenders has called for the immediate arrest of
former State for Presidential Affairs Minister Morris Dukuly in order to explain how the
fire that started from his office gutted the Office of the President of Liberia at the
Executive Mansion. The group’s Chairman, Cllr. Dempster Brown, told a news
conference in Monrovia yesterday, that loud explosions were allegedly heard prior to
the fire. He added that under the law, Mr. Dukuly should be held as a prime suspect
for the incident because he had met with former rebel leader Sekou Damate-Conneh
at the Executive Mansion.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Water and Sewer Poised to Redesign Water Network
• The Liberia Water and Sewer Corporation assured the public that water pipelines
leakages around Monrovia would be repaired with assistance from the World Bank.
• Speaking at a news conference in Monrovia yesterday, the Corporation’s Managing
Director, Hun-Bu Tulay said that the affected communities included Monrovia’s
suburbs of New Kru Town, Clara Town, West Point and Soni Wein.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Criminal Court Halts Rape Case Hearing at Monrovia City Court
• The Criminal Court-B in Monrovia yesterday ordered Monrovia City Court Judge Milton
Taylor to cease further hearing of a rape case involving Lebanese national, Ahmed
Jundi. Criminal Court Judge Yusuf Kabah also ordered Magistrate Taylor to appear in
court next week to justify why he admitted the alleged rapist to bail.
• State prosecutors had filed a complaint protesting Magistrate Taylor’s decision to
admit the suspect to bail when Magisterial Courts lack the legal right to grant bails in
capital offences.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

UNICEF Urges Liberian Government to Enact Law Supporting Breastfeeding
• Addressing an UNMIL pressing conference in Monrovia yesterday, UNICEF/Liberia
Nutrition Officer Henrietta Howard called on the Government of Liberia to enact into
law, the International Code on Breastfeeding. The Code protects and promotes
breastfeeding by prohibiting advertising and marketing of breastfeeding substitutes.
Murder Suspect Attributes Act to Work of “Devil”
• Mr. Bestman Wleh, a 35-year-old suspected murderer of his friend Christian Dweh
said that the act was a work of the devil. Mr. Bestman said he had gone to stop the
deceased from beating his daughter for sleeping out during Liberia’s Independence
Day, when a fist-fight ensued between them. Bestman told journalists that the act
was not intentional and begged the Dweh-family and the State for forgiveness.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board
or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi Armah at armahj@un.org.
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Special Court Supplement
History of Sierra Leone – Isaac Wallace Johnson
This statue of Isaac Theophilous Akuna Wallace-Johnson
stands in front of the shell of the Freetown Town Council
building, burned during the January 1999 attack on
Freetown, on the street bearing his name.
The biography below is from the book “Sierra Leonean
Heroes - Fifty Great Men and Women Who Helped to Build
Our Nation”.

ISAAC THEOPHILUS AKUNA WALLACE-JOHNSON
(1894-1965)
TRADE UNIONIST AND NATIONALIST LEADER
I. T. A. Wallace-Johnson led the first mass movement of Sierra Leoneans from all walks of life, working untiringly
for unity and the rights of the common man.
He was born into a poor Krio family in Wilberforce Village and attended mission schools. At the age of eighteen, he
entered government service as a customs clerk, but was soon dismissed for helping to organise the first trade union in
Sierra Leone. After serving as a clerk in the Carrier Corps, he joined the merchant marine as
a common sailor, later editing a newspaper in London dedicated to promoting the welfare of
seamen. In 1931, Wallace-Johnson founded the first labour union in Nigeria, and in 1936 he
was jailed in the Gold Coast (Ghana) for publishing a scathing attack on colonialism.
He returned to Sierra Leone in 1938 and, within a year, had organised eight labour unions, a
newspaper, and a mass political movement that swept aside all opposition in the city council
elections. His West African Youth League was dedicated to greater popular representation in
government, an expanded civic role for women, improved salaries and conditions for
workers, and national unity among all Sierra Leoneans. Wallace-Johnson taunted the
colonial authorities by making public certain secret documents showing the governor's
agreement to painfully lower salaries for working people. British officials tried to prosecute
Wallace-Johnson, but no local jury would convict him, and at one point, eighteen of
Freetown's twenty-one lawyers were members of his Youth League. Moreover, WallaceJohnson was personally popular — a likeable man with an excellent sense of humour, who once told a group of
workers, "I am not anything above you; I am at par with you."
But the colonial authorities finally jailed Wallace-Johnson in 1939 under an Emergency Act adopted at the outset of
World War II. He was ultimately exiled to Sherbro Island, where he spent most of his time teaching the local people
how to read and write. Wallace-Johnson lived to become one of Sierra Leone's delegates to the London Independence
Talks in 1960. He will long be remembered as an ardent patriot and a true man of the people.

