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Los Angeles Times
Friday, 26 January 2007
Until his arrest, exiled Taylor posed problem for Liberia

Former Liberian President Charles
Taylor

One big step for Liberia was the arrest of Charles Taylor in March, which sent a shudder of relief
through the country.
When the former president was in exile in Nigeria, which granted him asylum after the war ended
in 2003, the question of his extradition on international war-crimes charges dogged President
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf everywhere — especially on a trip to the United States, which had pressed
for his arrest. Hoping to attract donor money, she asked a reluctant Nigeria to hand him over.
Then came the news: Taylor had escaped.
"At first I thought: 'How could this be? Was this with the knowledge of the Nigerian government?
Were they setting him free? What would be the implications for our whole peace here? Would he
end up here?' And the implication of that was serious. But then, when he was caught, I realized
that Nigeria has its own ways of solving problems," said Johnson-Sirleaf, laughing wryly.
Later she had to face the fury of Taylor's greatest supporter, Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi. In
a meeting in Tripoli, the Libyan capital, Gadhafi thrust out his wrist at her, displaying a flashy
watch. Look at it, he told her. Charles Taylor gave it to me. Then he berated her over the decision
to hand Taylor over to a U.N. war-crimes tribunal.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 25 January 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
VOA 24 January 2007

Liberian Lawmakers Ordered to Testify on Speaker's Removal
By Kari Barber, Dakar

Lawmakers in Liberia are being ordered to testify before the Supreme Court about their
recent vote to oust controversial House Speaker Edwin Snowe. Earlier in the week, the court
reinstated Snowe pending his appeal that his removal was done illegally. Some
representatives who oppose Snowe say they will not follow the court's orders, while others
say this case is a test of the country's post-war government. Kari Barber reports from our
West Africa bureau in Dakar.

International Clips on West Africa

ECOWAS chief to broker Ivorian peace talks in Feb
By Mathieu Bongkoungou

BOBO-DIOULASSO, Burkina Faso, Jan 24 (Reuters) - Burkina Faso's president said on
Wednesday he would work to broker a meeting next month between Ivorian President
Laurent Gbagbo and a rebel chief whose forces control the north of Ivory Coast. Burkina
Faso's Blaise Campaoré, who holds the rotating chairmanship of West African economic bloc
ECOWAS, announced the planned timing of the talks after a three-hour meeting with Gbagbo
in the western town of Bobo-Dioulasso.

Local Media – Newspaper
Public Wants President Address Joint Assembly at Pavilion
(The Inquirer)

•

[sic:] As President Johnson-Sirleaf prepares to address the joint assembly of the
National Legislature, some citizens are calling on the Liberian leader to deliver her
annual message to the joint assembly at the Centennial Memorial Pavilion in
Monrovia. Several callers on a phone-in programme on Sky FM want the President to
uphold the Constitution by addressing the National Legislature at the Centennial
Pavilion where the Speaker, Edwin Snowe is presiding.

Third Status Conference on Taylor’s Case Tomorrow
(Liberian Express)

•

A third Status Conference in the war crime case against former Liberian President
Charles Taylor takes place tomorrow, 26 January at the International Criminal Court
in The Hague. The Conference will be presided over by Special Court Justice Teresa
Doherty.

Central Bank Generates Surplus
(The Informer, The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst and Daily Observer)

•

The Central Bank of Liberia has generated a staggering cash surplus of US$1.06
million for 2006 compared to a deficit of US$215,000 agreed with the International
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Monetary Fund under the IMF staff-monitored programme and a deficit of US$2.09
million n 2005.
UNMIL Says No Security Threat at Liberia-Guinea Border
(The Inquirer, The Informer, The News, The Analyst and Liberian Express)

•

The United Nations Mission in Liberia said it has not received any report of incident
taking place along the Liberia-Guinea border, declaring the border safe and secured.
UNMIL Military Chief of Operations, Colonel Gerald Aherne, told a regular press
briefing on Wednesday that the Mission last Monday launched the second phase of an
operation co-named ‘Seskin II” to conduct a normal routine patrols along the LiberiaGuinea border.

“Majority Bloc” to Elect New Speaker This Week
(The Analyst)

•

[sic:] Reports from the Unity Conference Center, the venue of majority members of
the House of Representatives, speak of plans among the Lawmakers to go to the poll
anytime this week to elect a new Speaker to replace Mr. Edwin Snowe, who they
claimed has been voted out.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Joint Security Operation Commences at Liberia-Guinea Border
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and S tar Radio)

Central Bank of Liberia Records Cash Surplus for Last Year
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and S tar Radio)

Majority Lawmakers Urge Judicial Committee to Study Joint Resolution
• Correspondents covering the National Legislature reported that majority members of
the House of Representatives who have been meeting in Virginia yesterday urged the
Judicial Committee of the House to study a Joint Resolution which the House of
Senate sent to them to concur that the Unity Conference Center (UCC) is the official
venue to transact business of the National Legislature. But sources told
correspondents that the Lawmakers were unlikely to concur with the Resolution while
sitting at the UCC in Virginia.
• Meanwhile, the majority members yesterday selected Gbarpolu County
Representative Armah Sannoh as the new Presiding Officer after Montserrado County
Representative Dr. Ketterkumeh Murray failed to attend session amidst newspaper
reports that he is wanted in the United States for alleged attempted rape of a 13year-old girl in the U.S. in 1996.
(Also reported on ELBS Radio and S tar Radio)

Star Radio (News culled from website today at 09:00 am)
County Superintendents Meet to Plan for Sustainable Development
•
In an interview yesterday, the Minister of Internal Affairs, Mr. Ambullai Johnson said
that Superintendents of the 15 Counties have been meeting in Monrovia to prepare
for development programs for the Counties for 2007.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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The Inquirer (Monrovia)
Thursday, 25 January 2007
No Security Threat At Guinea Borders
By Melissa Chea-Annan
The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), said it has not received any report of incident
taking place along the Liberian-Guinean border, and as of now, the border is safe and secured.
Briefing the press on Wednesday in Monrovia, UNMIL Military Chief of Operations, Col. Gerald
Aherne, said the Mission, last Monday launched the second phase of an operation named "Seskin
II to conduct a normal routine interaction on the Liberian-Guinean border, and the Green Horizon
II, which is currently taking place in Sierra Leone.
According to him, the Mission does not have any fear of any security threat at this time because it
has a contingency plan for any activity, should it arise along the Liberian-Guinean border.
The Chief of Operations further stated that just as the Mission has set up a contingency plan for
the Special War crime Court in Sierra Leone, it has also drawn up a contingency plan, several
months ago to prevent any form of security threat for the raising of tension in Guinea.
At the same time, UNMIL said it has been monitoring the situation along the Liberian-Guinean
border, and that there has been no observed influx of people from Guinea to Liberia.
Col. Aherne indicated that there has been no change of UNMIL troops or posture along the
Liberian- Guinean border. He said the Operation Seskin II, will end this Friday while the third
phase of the operation is expected to commence in February of this year. The first phase started
on November 27, 2006 and ended on December 1, 2006.
The Chief of Operations further stated that at the end of the third phase of the operation, Seskin
will become a normal routine border monitoring liaison activities with the Guinean military and
the civilian authorities, just as the UNMIL Force has routine liaison and operation along the
border with Sierra Leone and Ivory Coast.
He said this routine border monitoring will continue into the future to ensure that the proper
security is put in place in Liberia and its surrounding and to restore peace to the people and the
sub-region.
According to Col. Aherne, the operation is a routine part of military business to exercise its
contingency plans. He concluded that from the UNMIL's point of view, the entry points on the
Liberian side from Guinea remain normal, and there is no cause for fear or alarm.
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Human Rights Watch
Friday, 26 January 2007
Press Release
Senegal: Speed Up Trial of Chadian Ex-Dictator
AU Should Name Envoy to Prepare Habré's Trial
(Brussels, January 26, 2007) - Six months after Senegal agreed to an African Union request that it
prosecute Chad's former dictator, it has moved very slowly in bringing Hissène Habré to trial on
charges of crimes against humanity, Human Rights Watch said in a briefing paper released today.
In the paper, released ahead of an African Union summit that will review Senegal's progress in
the case, Human Rights Watch noted that Senegal had not even passed the legislation needed to
try Habré. Human Rights Watch called on the AU to name a special envoy to help Senegal
prepare Habré's trial.
"Senegal can show that African courts will deliver justice to African victims for atrocities
committed by African leaders," said Reed Brody, special counsel at Human Rights Watch, who
works with Habré's victims. "But the Senegalese government has gotten off to a very slow start."
Habré was first arrested in Senegal in February 2000 on charges of crimes against humanity and
torture stemming from his 1982-1990 rule in Chad. After Senegal refused to prosecute him in
2001 or to extradite him to Belgium in 2005, Dakar on July 2, 2006 agreed to an AU decision that
Habré be put on trial in Senegal. On November 2, 2006 the Senegalese government announced
the establishment of a commission to prepare the trial and the revision of its laws to permit such a
trial. Although Senegal's cabinet approved a draft law in November, the assembly has not yet
taken up the bill.
Habré's victims joined Human Rights Watch in calling on Senegal to move swiftly.
"We have been fighting for 16 years to bring Hissène Habré to justice, and many survivors of his
regime have died in the seven years since Habré was first arrested in Senegal," said Ismael
Hachim Abdallah, president of the Chadian Association of Victims of Political Repression and
Crime (AVCRP, or Association des victimes de crimes et répressions politiques). "Unless
Senegal takes action soon, there won't be any victims left at the trial."
In the briefing paper, Human Rights Watch noted that Senegal is now faced with the "complex
and costly task of investigating and prosecuting massive crimes committed many years ago in
another country."
Human Rights Watch called on the international community to provide training and funding to
assist Senegal in bringing Habré to trial. But donors should also insist on measurable political
commitment from Senegal. Senegal has complained that it has not received international
assistance, but Human Rights Watch noted that Senegal has not presented a plan or a budget nor
made any requests for funding.
The African Union, whose summit will be held in Addis Ababa on January 29 and 30, should
assist Senegal and monitor its progress by naming a special envoy for the case. A group of 12
leading African and international human rights organizations in Africa echoed this call in a letter
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to the African Union. On January 22, Chad's current president, Idriss Déby Itno, also publicly
called for the African Union to follow up with Senegal.
"The African Union has called on Senegal to prosecute Hissène Habré and Senegal has done very
little in six months, other than establishing a commission to prepare the trial and sending a law to
the National Assembly," said Alioune Tine of the Dakar-based African Assembly for the Defense
of Human Rights (RADDHO, or Rencontre Africaine pour la Défense des Droits de l'Homme).
"It is the African Union's responsibility to see that its decision is put into practice. The AU's
credibility, and that of all Africa, is at stake here."
Background
Habré ruled the former French colony of Chad from 1982 until he was deposed in 1990 by Déby
Itno and fled to Senegal. His one-party regime was marked by widespread atrocities. A 1992
Truth Commission accused Habré's regime of some 40,000 political murders and systematic
torture.
Habré was first indicted in Senegal in 2000 before courts ruled that he could not be tried there.
His victims then turned to Belgium and, after a four-year investigation, a Belgian judge in
September 2005 issued an international arrest warrant charging Habré with crimes against
humanity, war crimes and torture committed during his 1982-90 rule. Pursuant to a Belgian
extradition request, Senegalese authorities arrested Habré in November 2005.
When a Senegalese court refused to rule on the extradition request, the Senegalese government
announced that it had asked the African Union to recommend "the competent jurisdiction" for
Habré's trial. On July 2, 2006, the African Union, following the recommendation of a Committee
of Eminent African Jurists, called on Senegal to prosecute Habré "in the name of Africa," and
President Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal declared that Dakar would do so.
The Human Rights Watch briefing paper, "The Trial of Hissène Habré: Time is Running out for
the Victims," is available in English at:
http://www.hrw.org/backgrounder/africa/habre0107/

The paper is also available in French at:
http://www.hrw.org/french/backgrounder/2007/habre0107/
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Star Radio (Liberia)
Friday, 26 January 2007
ECOWAS condemns Guinea violence
By Wellington Geevon Smith
The regional body, ECOWAS has condemned the mounting death of civilians in Guinea as a
result of the recent crisis in the country.
The regional body said any loss of life is regrettable but the killing of unarmed civilians is
particularly unacceptable.
In a statement issued in Abuja, Nigeria, ECOWAS called upon the Guinean authorities to
guarantee the safety and security of its citizens.
The regional body sees the development in Guinea as the people’s expression of their
constitutional rights of freedom of association.
What started as a labor union strike has escalated into a political crisis against the government of
ailing President Lassana Conte.
ECOWAS said it stands ready to work with all Guinean political forces, the government, political
parties, civil society, trade unions in the search for a lasting solution
Be first to comment this article
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BBC
Thursday, 25 January 2007
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6298827.stm
Offer fails to end Guinea strike
The general strike in Guinea is continuing despite President
Lansana Conte's offer to name a new prime minister - a key
union demand.
Thousands of people have held protests in the eastern town of
Kankan, reports the AFP news agency.
Talks are also continuing, focused on how much power the
president would hand over to the prime minister.
Almost 60 people have died in 16 days of protests, organised by
unions who say Mr Conte should step down.

Monday's clashes left at least
33 people dead

Officials now say that at least 49 people were killed in the capital, Conakry on Monday - 16
more than were previously said to have died.
AFP says the authorities did not try to stop the Kankan march, while there are fewer police than
in previous days on the streets of Conakry.
The talks are attended by trades union leaders, members of the Supreme Court and religious
leaders.
Action
The trades unions said they wanted first to see concrete action from President Conte before
ending the strike.
"The people of Guinea do not want any more promises. They
want something concrete," said Abdoulaye Sow, one of the
leaders of the Syndicated Union of Workers of Guinea (USTG).
"It is an agreement in principle. Now it is necessary to put it
into practice," he said.
There is no word from the government on the outcome of the
talks.
Mr Conte seized power in a 1984 coup but has since won three
elections.

Strongman feels the heat

The strikers accuse Mr Conte, who is his 70s and suffers from diabetes, of mismanaging the
economy and personally securing the release from prison of two men accused of corruption.
This is the third general strike in a year.
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Voice of America
Thursday, 25 January 2007
Ugandan Rebels 'Lose Faith' in Mediator of Peace Talks
Ugandan rebels say they have lost faith in the mediator of the
group's peace talks with the Ugandan government.
A spokesman for the rebel Lord's Resistance Army said
Thursday that the government of southern Sudan has declared
"hostile action" against the group.
On Monday, the president of southern Sudan's semiautonomous government, Salva Kiir, accused the LRA of
terrorizing his region's population. He said everybody with a
gun should help the army hunt the rebels down.

Members of Uganda's Lord's
Resistance Army (Jul 2006)

The rebel spokesman said Thursday that the LRA has not attacked anyone in southern Sudan.
He also accused southern Sudan of planning to arrest the rebel group's leaders, and hand them
over to the International Criminal Court to face war crimes charges.
The peace talks between the rebels and the Ugandan government have stalled in recent months
following a ceasefire reached last August.
The talks are aimed at ending the rebels' 20-year uprising in northern Uganda. Fighting in the
region has killed tens of thousands of people, and forced more than 1.5 million others into
displaced persons' camps.
The ceasefire raised hopes that the talks would be successful. But both sides have accused each
other of violations.
The International Criminal Court has arrest warrants for LRA leader Joseph Kony and four of his
top aides. LRA fighters are accused of killing, kidnapping and mutilating thousands of civilians
during their fight against the Ugandan government.
Some information for this report was provided by Reuters.
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Telegraph.co.uk
Friday, 26 January 2007
Oscar-nominated film unearths curse of Sierra Leone's 'blood diamonds'
By Mike Pflanz in Koidu, Sierra Leone
Knee-deep in water the colour of coffee, Richard Foray swirled a heavy sieve of pebbles in everfaster circles, his eyes trained on the smallest slivers left in the centre.
This time, as all too often, his
search for the trademark
opacity which would tell him
he had found a diamond was
fruitless.
But even if he had unearthed a
gemstone, he and thousands of
other small-scale miners in
Sierra Leone fear that
Hollywood's portrayal of their
country's civil war could now
rob them of their livelihoods.

Miners work together to search for diamonds in Koidu, Sierra Leone

Blood Diamond, Leonardo
DiCaprio's latest film, opens across Britain today, charting the trade in illegally-mined and sold
gemstones during Sierra Leone's 11-year conflict, which ended in 2002. Bootleg copies of the
film are already showing here, on flickering screens in tin-shack video halls. Few are impressed.
"It's true that it shows the way things were during the war, but people here are so worried
that others in the West will think that is the way it is now,"' said Mr Foray, 41, in Koidu, 210
miles northeast of Freetown.

It is not. The people who are mining now are not the rebels; we are true miners trying to make
money for feeding the family and school fees."
Koidu, the capital of the country's Kono district, is Sierra Leone's diamond mining heartland,
peppered with craters excavated by hand by the town's 100,000 artisan miners. Beneath hills
covered in coconut palms and along muddy riverbanks lie some of the richest diamond deposits in
the world. Working mines already earn Sierra Leone more than £75 million a year.
It was this easily smuggled commodity that brought the Revolutionary United Front, to Kono, in
1991. The rebels forced thousands of civilians into work gangs harvesting the stones, which they
handed to Charles Taylor, neighbouring Liberia's infamous warlord, in return for arms. They
earned an estimated £60 million a year to fund their campaign. The illicit trade is also believed to
have helped al-Qa'eda fund the September 11 attacks.
Progress has been made since the war ended. Organisations like the Peace Diamond Alliance are
teaching miners how to spot valuable stones and make sure they are not cheated.
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Mr Foray and 34 friends have banded together into a makeshift cooperative to mine two 100ft by
200ft plots.
The labour is shared, and in return, each man shares the profit from whatever is unearthed. But
not much is found. The team last sold a diamond a week ago, a tiny sliver less than half a carat.
They each earned less than £2. Far higher profits are still being made from illegal sales in West
Africa. The UN estimates that rebels in the north of Ivory Coast have sent £12.5 million worth of
illicit gemstones into Ghana, where they are certified as clean and sold on.
Those selling legitimate diamonds face a backlash from consumers worried that they cannot be
sure the gem they are buying is ''clean".
Ansumana Turay, of the PDA, said: "People must not stop buying because they are worried they
are blood diamonds. That would be the worst thing for Sierra Leone."

