SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Koidu, in Kono District

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office
as at:
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact
Martin Royston-Wright

Ext 7217

2
Local News
Taylor’s Trial Postponed / For di People

Page 3

Taylor’s Trial Starts June / The News

Page 4

Programes, Policies and Responses to Child Trafficking in Sierra Leone / The News

Pages 5-6

Police Reacts to Saturday Fracas / The New Citizen

Page 7

The Cole Farm Confusion / The New Citizen

Page 8

“We Fired Two Shots” IG / Awoko

Page 9

Investigate Those Lying Police / PEEP!

Page 10

A Bundle of Police Lies / PEEP!

Page 11

Police Press Release / The Spark

Page 12

International News
Transcript of Press Conference by SCSL Prosecutor / United Nations

Pages 13-16

Trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor to start in June – UN prosecutor / UN News

Page 17

Court Trying Charles Taylor Has Raised Half of Funds / Associated Press

Page 18

At the UN, Sierra Leone Prosecutor Picks Justice Over Peace…/ Inner City Press

Page 19

Charles Taylor Trial in Hague to Start in June '07 / Rapport News

Pages 20-21

Estonia Gives Euro 7,740 to Support Special Court for Sierra Leone / Baltic News Service

Page 22

PMDC Insists that Hinga Norman has Deserted the SLPP / Cocorioko Website

Page 23

UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL

Pages 24-26

First All-Female UN Police Contingent Arrives in Liberia / UNMIL Press Release

Page 27

Female Peacekeepers Reach Liberia / BBC Online

Page 28

Ex-Chad Leader's Trial 'Delayed' / BBC Online

Page 29

Rwanda Leader Defiant on Killing Claim / BBC Online

Pages 30-31

Cambodia’s Butchers Must be Punished / The First Post

Pages 32-33

DR Congo War Crimes Case to Present In-Person Testimonies / Voice of America

Pages 34-35

Historic Trial Puts Warlord in Dock Over Child Soldiers / The Independent

Pages 36-37

Recruiters of Child Soldiers Targeted for Prosecution / Inter Press Service

Pages 38-40

Warning Signal to the High And Mighty / Businessday (Johannesburg )

Pages 41-42

Special Court Supplement
New Staff Members (December-January) / PAO

Page 43

3

For di People
Wednesday, 31 January 2007

4

The News
Wednesday, 31 January 2007

5

The News
Wednesday, 31 January 2007

6

7

The New Citizen
Wednesday, 31 January 2007

8

The New Citizen
Wednesday, 31 January 2007

9

Awoko
Wednesday, 31 January 2007

10

PEEP!
Wednesday, 31 January 2007

11

PEEP!
Wednesday, 31 January 2007

12

The Spark
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
PRESS RELEASE

13

30 January 2007

Press Conference
Department of Public Information • News and Media Division • New York

PRESS CONFERENCE BY PROSECUTOR FOR SPECIAL COURT FOR
SIERRA LEONE
With preparations for the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor “on track”, the
arrest, transfer, indictment and trial of the former Chief of State represented a vindication of the
principle that no person, no matter their position, was above the law, and that no person, whatever
their reputation, should receive an unfair trial, Steven Rapp, Prosecutor for the Special Court for
Sierra Leone, told correspondents at a Headquarters press conference today.
Of all the trials before the Sierra Leone Court, the trial of former Liberian President Charles
Taylor, which was set to begin on 4 June 2007, had gained greatest attention, he said. Indicted by
the Special Court in March 2003 and transferred to the Court in March 2006, Mr. Taylor’s trial
should be a fair, just and equitable process where the evidence presented by the prosecution could
be vigorously tested and where the defence had an opportunity to present its case in a manner that
was transparent to the world, particularly to the people of Sierra Leone. The prosecution would
attempt to present the most concise case possible, trying to limit it to the really fighting issue,
namely the connection between Charles Taylor and the groups that committed the offences directly
in Sierra Leone.
He added that, while the case involving Charles Taylor would be tried at the venue of the
International Criminal Court in The Hague, it would be conducted by the Special Court for Sierra
Leone with judges appointed both by Sierra Leone’s President and the United Nations SecretaryGeneral. The case would be conducted in the name of -- and on behalf of -- the people of Sierra
Leone. The Court would do everything it could to ensure that it was accessible to the people of
Sierra Leone. Efforts had been undertaken with the assistance of the BBC World Trust to provide
two Liberian and two Sierra Leone journalists, who would be brought to The Hague in groups on a
monthly basis to cover the trial and to report back to the region.
One of the Special Court’s greatest accomplishments was its outreach programme, he
added. He looked forward to travelling around Sierra Leone and the region to make sure that the
news about the trial and the judgements to come were explained and understood.
Appointed by Secretary-General Kofi Annan on 8 December 2006, Mr. Rapp said he took
up his post in Freetown earlier this month. Prior to that, he had served as a senior trial attorney
for six years at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, leading the prosecution of the
“Media Trial” involving the RTML Radio and the publisher of Kangura newspaper. He had also
served as Chief of Prosecutions in charge of 12 trial teams which had put some 60 people on trial
in Arusha. Before the Rwanda Tribunal, Mr. Rapp served as a Chief Federal Prosecutor and
United States Attorney in his home state of Iowa.
He said the Court had set the goal for completing the trial in 12 to 18 months, which was
obviously much faster than other trials. It would be challenging, as witnesses would have to travel a
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roundtrip of 10,000 kilometres to testify at The Hague and would have to be protected where
they lived, not just in Sierra Leone but in Liberia and other countries in the region. The Court was
developing plans in conjunction with the judges and the Registry to make sure that was done. So far
everything was on track.
Regarding other cases, he said the trials of the nine individuals were progressing well.
Indeed, trials had been completed for those individuals. Closing arguments had been heard at the end
of November and early December. Those trials concerned, among others, the three charged as
responsible for the civil defence force that had been allied with the Government, and three
responsible for the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, which had held power in Freetown in 1997
and 1998 and had allied itself with the Revolutionary United Front.
For the three other persons accused, he said the prosecution’s case had been completed
and the Trial Chamber would begin to hear evidence for the defence on 2 May. He was looking
for that trial to be concluded by the end of 2007. In each of those trials, there would be,
depending on the judgements, appeals by the defence, or as permitted by the rules in certain
cases, by the prosecution.
On the Court’s funding, he explained that the Court, unlike the International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda and the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, was
supported by voluntary contributions and not mandatory assessments. In that regard, he would be
in New York until tomorrow afternoon, meeting with the representatives of the various mission
seeking contributions needed to complete the Court’s work. Four years since the Court’s
establishment, it recognized that some things had not moved as rapidly as hoped. A report on the
Special Court urged it to prepare a three-year budget showing that the Court could finish its
work.
He said the resources needed for the Court would be substantial this year, with a budget of
some $33 million to establish the Court at The Hague. The budget would, however, be reduced
substantially next year and dramatically in the final year, when the front completed its work in
2009. That was a realistic schedule requiring hard work. Gratified by the level of support from
Member States, he was confident that there would be a continued effort to obtain the resources
needed for the Court, making it a model of international justice, serving not only legal principles
but also the people of the region.
Asked to clarify the issue of the Court’s resources, he said the budget of $33 million
covered the Court’s expenses for 2007, including the cost of what was happening in Freetown and
the cost of going to The Hague. The actual budget figure for next year and the following was a
work in process, to be completed by 15 March.
Regarding the issue of contributions, he said the Court had enough funds in the bank to
keep going until June -- through the opening statement of the trial. Pledges had been made and
discussions were under way with various countries. He believed that it would be possible to raise
this year’s budget. He had met last week with representatives of the United States Congress and
State Department. The United States had been a strong supporter of the Court, traditionally
providing a third of its funding, or about $13 million in 2006. The United Kingdom and the
Netherlands had provided about a sixth each of the Court’s budget. The Court would also work
with other Member States to raise monies and in-kind services from a variety of sources. He
invited more countries to participate.
Asked what arrangements were in place should Charles Taylor not be found guilty, he said
he was not sure he had an answer to that question. The issue that had come up during Taylor’s
transfer to The Hague from Freetown was the Dutch Government’s assistance that a place be
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located for his imprisonment if convicted. The Court had entered into agreements with Austria
and Sweden. The United Kingdom had agreed to accept Mr. Taylor if he was convicted and
imprisoned. As far as the issue of his being acquitted, he would have such rights as he had
beforehand in terms of where he would go. He did not think the issue had been specifically
resolved, however.
Referring to the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and the case of
Slobodan Milosevic, a correspondent asked Mr. Rapp how long it would take to pronounce
Taylor’s verdict.
Responding, he noted that the Court’s completion strategy talked about the trial being
completed in 12 to 18 months. It was believed that the Trial Chamber could then render a verdict in
about three months. The Appeals Chamber would need six or seven months to deal with the appeal,
if there was one. The Court envisioned a process that was much briefer than the Milosevic case.
Frankly, it did not have the flexibility to go that long. The Office of the Prosecutor would attempt to
present the most concise case that it could. It was, however, a complex case, involving a wide
geographical area and associations that Mr. Taylor allegedly had some 20 years ago. Some of that
evidence would come in, but he expected the fighting issues to be his responsibility for the
Revolutionary United Front and the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council during the period of the
Court’s temporal jurisdiction, which began on 30 November 1996 and generally extended up to early
2002.
Asked whether a possible delay in the start of the trial, he said the defence had launched
an appeal from the decision of the judges to deny in part the motion to delay the start of the trial
to September. From the Prosecutor’s point of view, he would not object to that going before the
Appeals Chamber immediately for their decision. The Court supported the June trial date, but
wanted to make sure that that issue was resolved and that they would not have to fight over it two
years from now and run the risk of having a new trial. The defence had believed that it needed
more time and had presented merit for that time. The Court had said that it was justified in part
but not a delay until September. In the Court’s view, given the disclosure made of its prospective
witnesses, including 133 core witnesses and more than 100 back-up witnesses, the defence knew
what the case had involved and had had time to prepare for it.
Asked how many judges were from Sierra Leone, he said there were two judges from
Sierra Leone. The international community appointed a simple majority of each panel. There
were to be five judges in the Appeals Chamber. The Secretary-General had appointed three and
the country had appointed two. Sierra Leone’s President had appointed Justice George Gelaga
King and Sir Geoffrey Robertson. Although the later was an English barrister, that had been the
country’s appointment. In the first Trial Chamber, there were to be three judges, two appointed
by the Secretary-General and one appointed by the President, namely Justice Bankole Thompson.
In the third Trial Chamber, the President had appointed a non-Sierra Leonean. Of the total
number of 11 judges, 2 were actual citizens of Sierra Leone, Justice Thompson and Justice King.
Responding to another question, he said the decision to move the venue to The Hague had
been based on security concerns in the region. In Sierra Leone, there had been a brutal war with
horrendous crimes committed from 1996 to 2002. The peacekeeping mission there –- the United
Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) —- had recently become an observer mission. At
the same time, a peacekeeping mission of some 15,000 was in Liberia, a country coming out of
almost a quarter a century of conflict. With a trial of such length there was valid concern that
forces could form and threaten the Court’s security, as well as the security of the accused. That
had been the determination made. He was very happy that the Netherlands was hosting the trial,
that the International Criminal Court was allowing use of its building and that the United
Kingdom had made the necessary decision in regard to imprisonment. It was a “done deal”.
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The challenge at the Court was to make sure that this case was available to the people of
the region, he said. Every effort would be made by his Office to talk about what had happened in
the case. The Outreach Office was invaluable in that respect. The public from every part of the
country and every walk of life was following the process closely.
On the 133 witnesses, he said those were core witnesses whose evidence the Court believed
was necessary to present the case. The indictment was originally a 16-count indictment. Just prior to
Taylor’s arrest and transfer, however, an amended indictment had been proposed by then Prosecutor
Desmond da Silva and approved by the Judge, reducing the counts to 11, including both counts of
crimes against humanity and war crimes, essentially for other acts of violence, namely mutilation,
rape, sexual slavery, forced marriage and the use of child soldiers. He hoped that only 80 witnesses
would have to be called in person. The Court would attempt to ask the Trial Chamber to admit
evidence in writing, which was permitted under the rules. Under precedent of the Tribunals and the
Special Court, that testimony could come in writing if it did not deal with the specific actions of the
accused.
Was there no place in all of Africa to hold the Tribunal and, if so, was the Court sending
the message that justice had to be imported? a correspondent asked.
The decisions had been made, he responded. The Arusha Tribunal was working full time
with four court rooms occupied everyday. It had been impossible to envision the use of that
facility. Also, not any courthouse would do. The trial needed a facility that provided for, among
other things, security, bullet proof glass, language translation, detention facilities, witness
transportation and housing. Outside of Arusha, no facility could have been used without the
dramatic investment of resources. It was an international court, being tried under international
humanitarian law. “It is international justice and we live with the world we have,” he said.
Asked whether he was seeking funding from other institutions, he noted that the United
Nations had decided two years ago not to accept private donations for core functions. Donations
for non-core functions could be accepted, making it possible, for example, for the BBC World
Trust to assist in outreach activities.
On witness protection, he said the general responsibility rested in the hands of the
Registry. They had done an excellent job to date in dealing with witnesses. There was the
responsibility of other protective measures, however, which could be particularly important when
dealing with insiders. In that context, the prosecution was working with Governments to try to
make sure that those people were not threatened. He could not talk about the specific ways they
were doing that, however.
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UN News Centre
Tuesday, 30 January 2007
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=21392&Cr=sierra&Cr1=leone
Trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor to start in June – UN prosecutor
30 January 2007 – The lead prosecutor for the United Nations-backed Special Court for
Sierra Leone today said the trial of Charles Taylor, the notorious former Liberian
President who has been indicted for war crimes and crimes against humanity, will
commence in early June.

Stephen Rapp

The trial at The Hague on 4 June “represents the vindication of the principle that no
person, no matter what their position, is above the law,” Prosecutor Stephen Rapp, who
was appointed to the post last December, told reporters at a briefing at UN
Headquarters.

At the same time, he stressed the need for “a fair and just and equitable process” for any person, no matter
what their reputation, which is “transparent to the people of the world and particularly to the people of
Sierra Leone.”
To ensure transparency, the BBC World Service Trust will send two Liberian and two Sierra Leonean
journalists to The Hague for the duration of the trial so that they can report back to their home countries on
the proceedings.
Mr. Taylor was indicted in March 2003 by the Court on 11 counts pertaining to his involvement in the
decade-long civil war in Sierra Leone. He is accused of breaching international humanitarian law,
including such grave offences as murder, rape, sexual slavery, acts of terror and conscription of children
into an armed force.
According to Mr. Rapp, Mr. Taylor’s trial will last approximately 12 to 18 months, which is considerably
shorter than other UN-backed trials of people indicted for war crimes. For example, the trial for Slobodan
Milosevic conducted by the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY)
spanned four years before his death obviated the need for it to continue.
Mr. Rapp stated that his prosecution team will “present the most concise case possible,” drawing on
evidence from crime scenes as well as testimony already presented in other tribunals.
He also acknowledged that there are several challenges, including the logistics of having witnesses travel
over 10,000 kilometres roundtrip to testify at The Hague and ensuring their safety upon their return to their
home countries.
Also, unlike two other UN-backed war crimes tribunals – the ICTY and the International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) – which are funded by mandatory dues paid by UN Member States, the
Special Court for Sierra Leone runs entirely on voluntary contributions.
Mr. Rapp said that he is confident that the Court will raise the $33 million it needs to operate this year and
be “a model of international justice serving not just the legal principles that are so important, but also the
people of the region.”

The Special Court was established on 16 January 2002 by an agreement between the Government
of Sierra Leone and the UN and is mandated to try “those who bear greatest responsibility” for
war crimes and crimes against community committed in the country after 30 November 1996.
Thus far, 11 people have been indicted by the Court.
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Associated Press
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
Court trying Charles Taylor has raised half of funds
Paul Burkhardt | New York, United States
Half the money needed this year for the court trying former Liberian President Charles Taylor on warcrimes charges has been raised, the prosecutor in the case said on Tuesday.
Taylor is charged with overseeing a campaign of terror, murder, mutilation, rape and enslavement in
neighbouring Sierra Leone's 10-year civil war. The trial is expected to start on June 4 in The Hague, The
Netherlands.
The Special Court for Sierra Leone, which is trying Taylor and other alleged human right violators in the
civil war, has raised about half of its $33-million budget for 2007, Rapp said.
In the Taylor case, there is enough money to "take us through the opening statement of the trial," Rapp
said, adding that he was confident the rest of the money would come through.
Taylor has pleaded innocent to 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity linked to the killing
and mistreatment of thousands of people in Sierra Leone. He faces a life sentence if convicted.
The charges stem from Taylor's alleged arming and training of rebels in Sierra Leone during the later years
of their insurgency.
The Sierra Leone requested that the case be moved to The Hague for fear the former warlord's trial could
provoke unrest in West Africa.
Taylor was flown to The Netherlands in June and is being held in a cell block operated by the International
Criminal Court.
Rapp said met in New York with diplomats from Britain and The Netherlands, which have helped fund the
court in the past, and other countries. He did not give details on the meetings, but said he was optimistic
the court would raise enough money.
"We're confident that we can, as we continue the effort, obtain the resources needed to do this trial and to
make it a model of international justice," Rapp said.
Last year, the United States provided $13-million for the court. Rapp said he met last week with members
of the US Congress and the State Department, but was not sure if the United States would provide similar
funding this year.
US officials did not immediately return calls seeking comment.
Expenses include transporting witnesses to The Hague, security, translations and hearings in Sierra Leone,
Rapp said. They could vary depending on the number of witnesses needed, but are expected to decrease
after the first year, he said.
Last week, Taylor's lawyers told the court they needed more time to prepare his defence. Rapp said he
expected the trial to begin June 4 as planned. - Sapa-AP
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Inner City Press
Tuesday, 30 January 2007
http://www.innercitypress.com/unhq013007.html
At the UN, Sierra Leone Prosecutor Picks Justice Over Peace as Roma Ask Ban Ki-moon
To Act on Rights
Byline: Matthew Russell Lee of Inner City Press at the UN
UNITED NATIONS, January 30 -- Genocide and war crimes were discussed and on display at
the UN on Tuesday. A delegation of Roma and Sinti described current-day discrimination in the
European Union as well as during the Holocaust, and called on the UN to establish a Special
Representative on their issues.
Stephen Rapp, the new prosecutor of the Sierra Leone court which will try Charles Taylor in The
Hague, spoke movingly of the need for justice before peace, regarding West Africa and also
Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army. Mr. Rapp had been quoted -- misquoted, he said Tuesday -that he regrets that Charles Taylor will be tried in the Hague rather than in Freetown.
Inner City Press asked him about the change of venue, and about the reported possibility of the
trial testimony to impact Sierra Leone's upcoming presidential election. Without discussing the
election, Mr. Rapp acknowledged that Sierra Leone and Liberia are still "fragile," while Guinea is
once again engulfed in violence. He said the trial will be "narrow-casted" back to West Africa. He
did not say if it would be streamed over the Internet, as was done with Milosevic's trial until it
ended in his death.
Inner City Press asked Mr. Rapp the same question previously asked of Judge Richard Goldstone:
should UN officials be openly meeting with Joseph Kony, Vincent Otti and the other LRA
leaders, who are indicted for war crimes by the International Criminal Court? Mr. Rapp was
diplomatic, hitting his hat to ICC prosecutor Ocampo, but concluding that on this question of
peace versus justice, he believes that justice must come first. The UN's official write-up omits
this issue, but compare to the last Q&A on the video, here.
Afterwards, Inner City Press asked him for his views on the trial and execution of Saddan
Hussein. Mr. Rapp responded, smiling, "Do you want to get me in trouble with the United
States?" He serves as a prosecutor in his home state of Iowa, as well as at the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda.
-SNIP-
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Rapaport News
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
http://www.diamonds.net/news/NewsItem.aspx?ArticleID=16709
Charles Taylor Trial in Hague to Start in June '07
By Jeanette Goldman Posted: 01/31/07 02:46 [Submit Comment]
RAPAPORT... The trial of ousted Liberian President Charles Taylor will commence in early June
2007. Taylor, notorious for war crimes and crimes against humanity, will appear at The Hague
on June 4, according to the lead prosecutor for the United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra
Leone.
The trial at The Hague “represents the vindication of the principle that no person, no matter what
their position, is above the law,” prosecutor Stephen Rapp, who was appointed to the post in
December, told reporters at a briefing at UN Headquarters.
At the same time, he stressed the need for “a fair and just and equitable process” for any person,
no matter what their reputation, which is “transparent to the people of the world and particularly
to the people of Sierra Leone.”
To ensure transparency, the BBC World Service Trust will send two Liberian and two Sierra
Leonean journalists to The Hague for the duration of the trial so that they can report back to their
home countries on the proceedings.
Taylor was indicted in March 2003 by the Court on 11 counts pertaining to his involvement in the
decade-long civil war in Sierra Leone. He is accused of breaching international humanitarian law,
including such grave offences as murder, rape, sexual slavery, acts of terror and conscription of
children into an armed force.
According to Rapp, Taylor’s trial will last approximately 12 to 18 months, which is considerably
shorter than other UN-backed trials of people indicted for war crimes. For example, the trial for
Slobodan Milosevic conducted by the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the Former
Yugoslavia (ICTY) spanned four years before his death obviated the need for it to continue.
Rapp stated that his prosecution team will “present the most concise case possible,” drawing on
evidence from crime scenes as well as testimony already presented in other tribunals.
He also acknowledged that there are several challenges, including the logistics of having
witnesses travel over 10,000 kilometres roundtrip to testify at The Hague and ensuring their
safety upon their return to their home countries.
Also, unlike two other UN-backed war crimes tribunals – the ICTY and the International
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) – which are funded by mandatory dues paid by UN
Member States, the Special Court for Sierra Leone runs entirely on voluntary contributions.
Half the money needed this year for the court trying former Liberian President Charles Taylor on
war-crimes charges has been raised, the prosecutor in the case said.
Rapp said that he is confident that the Court will raise the $33 million it needs to operate this year
and be “a model of international justice serving not just the legal principles that are so important,
but also the people of the region.”
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The Special Court was established on January 16, 2002 by an agreement between the Government
of Sierra Leone and the UN and is mandated to try “those who bear greatest responsibility” for
war crimes and crimes against community committed in the country after 30 November 1996. To
date, 11 people have been indicted by the Court.
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Baltic News Service
Tuesday, 30 January 2007
Estonia Gives Eur 7,740 to Support Special Court for Sierra Leone
The Estonian Foreign Ministry has supported from its budget activity of the Special Court for
Sierra Leone with EUR 7,740.
The Foreign Ministry allocated the money from its budgetary means reserved for support to
international organizations, a spokesman for the Foreign Ministry said.
Activity of the Special Court for Sierra Leone fully depends on voluntary donations and this year
its estimated need of budgetary means to continue functioning is more than 420,000,000 kroons
(EUR 26.8 mln).
Foreign Minister Urmas Paet said the work of the Special Court of Sierra Leone was of decisive
importance from the point of view of peace and security in the region and therefore Estonia found
it was important to contribute to the special court so it could carry on its work.
The special court for Sierra Leone was established in 2002 in cooperation between the Sierra
Leone government and the United Nations in 2002. The special court has the competence of
administering justice over people who have the biggest responsibility for war crimes, crimes
against humanity and other violations of international humanitarian law since November 30,
1996.
By the moment charges have been brought against 11 persons.
(EUR 1 = EEK 15.65)
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Cocorioko website
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
http://www.cocorioko.net/PMDCinsiststhathinganorman.html
PMDC Insists that Hinga Norman has Deserted the SLPP
The opposition People's Movement For Democratic Change( PMDC) has asked the ruling Sierra
Leone People's Party ( SLPP) to continue to live in its dream world. Speaking to COCORIOKO
in an exclusive interview with COCORIOKO last night, PMDC Director of Public Information in
the United States, Mr. Karamoh Kabba debunked claims by the SLPP that the recent document
from Special Court indictees in which they declared for the PMDC was false.
A confident Mr.Kabba told this newspaper that he was privy to the arrangements that saw the
former Minister of Internal Affairs and Ex- Coordinator of the Civil Defence Force ( CDF), Chief
Hinga Norman quit the SLPP to join the PMDC.
Kabbah explained that three months ago, he and Mr. Moijue KaiKai , another top PMDC official,
spoke with Hinga Norman in his jail at the Special Court where he is standing trial for alleged war
crimes." During the call, we found a man whose confidence and conviction for fighting for his
people during the war betrayed by the SLPP. We knew then that we should pursue him.," he
disclosed .
Wednesday January 31, 2007 Karamoh Kabba said that soon after that , talks started between
Hinga Norman and the PMDC and he repeated that he was privy to all the arrangements made. He
stated that Hinga Norman and all the Special Court indictees have indeed joined the PMDC. He
asked all those saying that the information was untrue to explain why since the PMDC made the
announcement, neither Hinga Norman's Spokesman, Rev. Alfred SamForay nor Norman's family
members have made any statement refuting the news. Kabba emphasized :"If the news had been
false, there could have been a backlash from the Spokesman and the family members."
Mr. Kabba accused the SLPP of being in shock and denial. Asked to explain talks that the
signatures of the indictees were not genuine, Mr. Kabbah laughed off claims that they were fake.
He described them as genuine signatures. He asked people to observe the signatures of indictees
like Senesie Fofana and Allieu Kondowa. Both men, he went on, learned to write the letters of the
alphabet and their signatures while in jail and this could be seen from the signatures that those
who appended it had only just recently started writing.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 30 January 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
VOA 30 January 2007

Liberia: The President Did Not Ignore the Supreme Court,
Justice Minister Says
By James Butty, Washington, D.C.

The Liberian Supreme Court Monday unanimously ruled that the action by majority renegade
members of the House of Representatives to remove Speaker Edwin Snowe was
unconstitutional and illegal. However, in what appeared to be a rebuff of the court’s decision,
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Monday delivered her State of the Nation speech in front of a
fractured parliament outside the capital.
AP 01/30/2007 07:13:39

Liberians leave behind U.S. lives to build businesses in
wrecked homeland
By HEIDI VOGT

MONROVIA, Liberia_Ciata Victor gave up a high-paying tech job, a spacious condo and a
first-world life in Maryland to return home to an African capital that barely has electricity or
piped water. After 26 years of watching from afar as her native Liberia was ravaged by coups
and despotism, Victor says she's home to stay.

Liberia's Truth Commission Delays Start of Public Hearings
MONROVIA, Jan 30, 2007 (AFP) - A Truth and Reconciliation Commission set up to take
evidence of atrocities committed in successive conflicts in Liberia on Tuesday delayed the
start of its public hearings, it announced. The hearings in the West African nation had been
due to begin on January 30, but were postponed as a "result of series of meetings between
the TRC and our international partners", commission spokeswoman Lusiane Westphale said.
UN News Service, (New York) January 29, 2007

UN Helps Liberia Shore up Rule of Law through Support for
Corrections Facility
The top United Nations envoy to Liberia has pledged the Organization's continued support to
promoting the rule of law through improved correctional facilities in the West African country
which is rebuilding after a devastating 14-year civil war that killed almost 150,000 people
and resulted in 850,000 more fleeing across its borders.

International Clips on West Africa

Ban gives qualified backing to Ivory Coast talks
ADDIS ABABA, Jan 30, 2007 (AFP) - UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon gave his backing
Tuesday to peace talks between Ivory Coast President Laurent Gbagbo and rebel leader
Guillaume Soro as long as the dialogue takes place in the framework of an internationallybacked peace process.

25

Local Media – Newspaper
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf Announces Revenue Intake
(The Inquirer, The Analyst, The Informer, New Democrat, Heritage, The Forum, The News, The Liberian
Diaspora and Daily Observer)

•

•
•

•

In her annual message at Virginia, Montserrado County yesterday, President Ellen
Johnson-Sirleaf among other issues announced that the revenue intake of the
Government increased to US$114 million in 2006 as compared to US$77 million in
2005, representing a major improvement and growth in the economy due to the fiscal
reform and measures instituted by the Government.
However, she declared that the Government recorded a decrease in revenue intake
from activities of the Bureau of Maritime Affairs even though the number of ships
registered under the Liberian Flag had increased to 2,300 vessels from 135 in 2006.
As a result, the Liberian leader said that the agreement between the Government and
the Liberia International Ship Corporate Registry (LISCR), the agent that manages
the fleet which are registered under the Liberian Flag, would be reviewed in order to
revert the poor trend of revenue intake from the sector.
Notwithstanding, The Analyst, The Informer, The Liberian Diaspora, The Inquirer,
Heritage and Daily Observer reported the absence from the occasion of some 11
Senators and 18 members of the House of Representatives who instead converged at
the Centennial Memorial Pavilion in Monrovia in preparation for the President’s
message after a Supreme Court’s ruling had declared illegal the activities of the
majority bloc of Lawmakers sitting at the Unity Conference Center. The publications
also observed that the entire Bench of the Supreme Court of Liberia boycotted the
President’s annual address.

Supreme Court Rules in Favor of Embattled House Speaker
(The Inquirer, The Analyst, The Informer, New Democrat, Heritage, The Forum, The News, The Liberian
Diaspora and Daily Observer)

•
•

•

The Supreme Court of Liberia yesterday declared as illegal the action and activities
leading to the removal of Honourable Edwin Snowe as Speaker of the House of
Representatives.
Announcing the Court’s verdict, Chief Justice Johnnie Lewis thought the action of the
majority bloc was contentious and unconstitutional especially after it [the Supreme
Court] had prohibited the lawmakers from proceeding with the removal of Honorable
Snowe as House Speaker.
In their editorials, The Inquirer, The News, The Informer Heritage and Daily Observer
lauded the Supreme Court for the verdict and called on the Lawmakers to now mend
their fences in order to do the work of the people of Liberia whom they represent at
the National Legislature.

Nigerian Soldiers Get UN Medals for Outstanding Peacekeeping
(The Analyst)

•

More than 150 Nigerian soldiers who are serving with the United Nations Mission in
Liberia (UNMIL) were yesterday decorated with UN Medals for the enormous work
they do in fulfillment of UNMIL’s mandate to help restore peace in Liberia. The
Nigerian Army Chief of Policy and Plans, Maj.-Gen. S.A. Abdurrahman reaffirmed the
Nigerian Army’s commitment to the promotion of genuine peace and stability in
Liberia as lasting peace in the Country meant peace in the sub-region.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Justice Minster Dismisses Claims of Violation of Supreme Court Ruling
• Justice Minister, Cllr. Frances Johnson-Morris said that President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf
did not violate the Supreme Court’s ruling when she delivered her State of the Union
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•

Address at the Unity Conference Center at the Virginia as the Court did not pass
judgment on the issue of the venue.
Grand Kru County Senator, Blamo Nelson one of those who boycotted the President’s
message yesterday maintained that her address in Virginia countered to the Court’s
ruling.

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Supreme Court Ruling in Prohibition Case Hailed
• Radio Veritas reported that the some Liberians thought the verdict of the Supreme
Court in the leadership saga within the House of Representatives indicated that rule of
law was gradually taking roots in the Country called on the Court to investigate
Lawmakers accused of bribery during the leadership crisis.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

House Speaker Snowe Vows to Uphold Rule of Law
• Speaking at the Centennial Pavilion yesterday, House Speaker, Mr. Edwin Snowe
assured the public that he would continue to uphold the rule of law and in the same
vain make a “major” statement to Liberians. Speaker Snowe’s statement came after
he fruitlessly waited for President Johnson-Sirleaf to deliver her Annual Address at the
Centennial Pavilion in line with the Court’s ruling and his letter asking her to address
them at the Pavilion.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

President Johnson-Sirleaf Reports Decrease in Maritime Revenue
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Nigeria Reaffirms Commitment to Sub Regional Peace and Stability

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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Press Release, 30 January 2007
UNMIL/PIO/PR/10
First all-female UN Police contingent arrives in Liberia
Monrovia, Liberia – For the first time in the
history of United Nations peacekeeping, an
all-female Formed Police Unit (FPU) has
arrived in Liberia to assist the United Nations
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) in strengthening
the rule of law and maintain peace in the
country.
Welcoming the new contingent at the Roberts
International Airport in Monrovia, the UNMIL
Police Commissioner, Mohammed Alhassan,
said “the arrival today of the all-female FPU
from India is an extra boost to our policing
efforts here in Liberia.”

First all-female UN Fomed Police Unit arrives at Roberts
International Airport in Liberia

He further explained that the United Nations has been calling on member states to increase the
participation of women in peacekeeping operations. Until now, there have been 82 female UN
Police officers serving with UNMIL in various capacities.
While addressing the media, Commandant Seema Dhundia, contingent commander, described the
contingent’s morale as very high. “They are confident because training was very tough for them.
The troops are very experienced. They have served in various parts of our own country when the
situation was very bad. They are trained and I know they will perform well out here.”

New Indian all-female Police contingent departs RIA to take on new
assignment in Liberia

The Indian female FPU contingent consists of
125 members - 103 women (operational) and
22 men (logistics). The 103 women are broken
down into 3 platoons of 30 women each (1
platoon leader and 29 officers). The remaining
13 members are all officers including the
Deputy Commanders, Duty Officers, Logistics
Officers, Operational, Liaison Officers, 1
Doctor and 1 Nurse. The contingent will
operate their own Level I hospital within their
camp in Monrovia. They will be based in
Monrovia but could be deployed anywhere in
Liberia.

Earlier this month, in a move to strengthen the rule of law in Liberia and enhance female
participation in the Liberian National Police (LNP), the Government of Liberia launched a
pioneering Education Support Programme for female potential recruits of the LNP. In light of
these efforts, Police Commissioner Alhassan said “we hope that the presence of this all-female
contingent will serve as an incentive and an attraction to encourage young Liberian women to join
the LNP.”
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BBC Online
Tuesday, 30 January 2007
Female peacekeepers reach Liberia
The first all-female unit of United Nations peacekeepers has
arrived in Liberia's capital, Monrovia.
The group of more than 100 police women from India will stay
in Liberia for six months, helping to train the local police force.
They will also carry out security duties in forthcoming local
elections.
The UN currently has 15,000 peacekeepers deployed in Liberia,
which is struggling to recover after a 14-year civil war.
The unit is made up volunteers drawn from across India and are
experienced in battling insurgencies in Kashmir and the northeast.

The unit are experienced in battling
insurgency

UN police advisor Mark Kroeker, who has served with the Los Angeles Police Department for
more than 30 years, says the presence of women in UN missions enhances their access to
vulnerable populations.
"It also sends a message to the post-conflict societies where we work that women officers can
have any position and play any role in a police organisation," he said.
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BBC Online
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
Ex-Chad leader's trial 'delayed'
Chad's former President Hissene Habre will not be tried in exile
in Senegal for at least three years, Senegal's foreign minister has
said.
Cheikh Tidiane Gadio said that time was required to establish
many aspects of the judicial process.
Mr Habre, dubbed Africa's Pinochet, faces charges of alleged
human rights abuses during eight years in office.

Hissene Habre's regime is
accused of widespread murder
He fled to Senegal in 1990 and last year the African Union (AU) and torture
asked for him to be prosecuted there.
"To respect the rules... the rights of the accused as well as the rights of the victims, the inquiry
will take time and Hissene Habre will not be judged for at least three years," Mr Gadio said after
an AU summit in Ethiopia, AFP news agency reports.
Earlier attempts to prosecute Mr Habre in Senegal have been hampered by judicial rulings
preventing him from being tried there.
But last November, the Senegalese government said preparations were under way for the trial
and that domestic law would be changed to accommodate the prosecution.
In the absence of any prosecution two years ago, Belgium moved to try Mr Habre under its
human rights laws, which allow nationals of any country to face charges within Belgium.
However, the AU ruled that Africa should dispense its own justice.
Mr Habre, who is in his 60s, was deposed in an uprising led by current President Idriss Deby and
denies knowledge of the alleged murder and torture of political opponents.
A Commission of Inquiry formed after he was deposed in 1990 said his government carried out
some 40,000 politically motivated murders and 200,000 cases of torture in the eight years he was
in power.
His dreaded political police force, the Documentation and Security Directorate (DDS), was
accused of some of the worst abuses.
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BBC Online
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
Rwanda leader defiant on killing claim
Rwandan President Paul Kagame, in a rare interview, is asked to respond to allegations by a
French investigating judge that he was complicit in the assassination of former President Juvenal
Habyarimana in 1994. BBC world affairs correspondent Fergal Keane reports.
At the time of the genocide, most observers believed President
Habyarimana had been killed by Hutu extremists opposed to his
peace deal with the Tutsi-dominated Rwandan Patriotic Front
(RPF).
But French judge Jean-Louis Bruguiere alleges that the RPF
leader Paul Kagame - now Rwanda's president - ordered the
attack in order to seize total power.
The fact that it is a French judge making the allegation has
made this a politically explosive issue.
The French armed and trained the extremists who would later
go on to carry out the genocide.

Kagame said he would cooperate with an "impartial"
inquiry
Kagame's interview

Exile's allegations
I have spoken with several of Judge Bruguiere's witnesses.
They are men who at one time fought alongside Mr Kagame but have since turned against him.
Innocent Marara said he was based at Mr Kagame's
That Judge Bruguiere says
headquarters at the time of the shooting down of the plane.
this or France says that - I don't
He claims to have overheard the RPF leader discuss the attack give a damn
on several occasions.
Paul Kagame,
Mr Marara said Mr Kagame was "collecting advice from people Rwandan president
around him" on the president and the plane attack.
Profile: Paul Kagame
I asked what choice Mr Kagame made in the end.
"That was the shooting," Mr Marara said. You are absolutely sure about that, I asked. "Yes."
The Rwandan government accuses Mr Marara of making up the story and says he was involved
in criminal gangs. He denies the allegations.
Another witness is Paul Kagame's former defence minister, Emmanuel Habyarimana, now living
in exile in Europe.
Emmanuel Habyarimana was once an officer in the Hutu army
but defected to the RPF in 1994.
He subsequently fled from Rwanda after falling out with the
ruling party.
He told me the Hutu army did not have the missiles to shoot
down the plane.
And he claimed he had heard senior RPF officers boasting about The genocide followed the
having shot down the plane.
shooting down of the
"The members of the army - especially officers - didn't hide that president's plane
they would have had to bring down the plane to take power.
They said it loud and clear. They were even proud of shooting down the plane."
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In response, the Rwandan government accuses Emmanuel Habyarimana of being a deserter and
says he has a political axe to grind as a leader of an opposition party in exile.
'Political judgement'
I travelled to Rwanda to put Judge Bruguiere's central allegations to President Kagame.
In a defiant response he said: "I care that there was a genocide here. A million people died people have been persecuted for decades here in Rwanda.
"I was a refugee for nearly 30 years out of my country as a result
of that. Would I care that bloody Habyarimana died, somebody
who was responsible for a genocide here, who was a president of
a government that discriminated, that persecuted its own people?
"That Judge Bruguiere says this or France says that - I don't give
a damn."
In the aftermath of the genocide, the UN backed away from an
investigation of the plane crash.
One investigator alleged the matter was dropped because the UN
did not want to confront Paul Kagame.

Bruguiere says Mr Kagame
ordered the plane shot down

But could the Bruguiere report provide the evidence for an indictment of Paul Kagame?
The former chief prosecutor for Yugoslavia and Rwanda, Judge Richard Goldstone, thinks not.
"Well I don't think that case has been made at all. It's a very political judgement and I don't
believe that it's borne out by the evidence.
"Certainly the witnesses who spoke to Bruguiere allege that those were statements made by
President Kagame himself. Whether he did or not obviously is a matter in dispute, in hot dispute,
but the political judgement it seems to me is another matter."
However, in his interview with the BBC, Mr Kagame said he would co-operate with an impartial
inquiry carried out by a judge who had nothing to do with Rwanda or France.
Whether any judge would want to take on such a task is quite another matter.
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The Firs Post
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
Cambodia’s butchers must be punished
By Sean Thomas
Two million victims are being denied justice for political convenience.
By their very nature, trials for genocide take time. Nonetheless, the judicial proceedings in Cambodia,
against the communist murderers of the Khmer Rouge, are surely breaking records for slowness.
Just last week another legal hitch was encountered, which will set back the UNfunded hearings by months, if not years. A committee of judges, some foreign, some
Cambodian, admitted on Thursday that they had failed to resolve crucial
disagreements. The differences relate to the proposed tribunal, and the way it might
integrate Cambodian and international law.
It sounds arcane. But what it really means is this: the foreign authorities believe the
Cambodian judges are ill-trained and corruptible; the Cambodians resent the
outsiders as insensitive and overbearing.
Deep down many suspect that the Cambodian government is stalling.
The sorry result of these ongoing disputes is that, so far, not a single witness has
been heard. And yet the Khmer Rouge fell from power as long ago as 1979.
You might think such a time lapse would make the trials irrelevant, almost ancient history. Not so.
Cambodia still visibly aches with the pain inflicted by Pol Pot's Angkar - 'The Organisation'.
For instance, if you visit - as I did this week - the Khmer Rouge torture garden, Tuol Sleng, in the drowsy
suburbs of Phnom Penh, you can still see the iron bedsteads on which tens of thousands of people were
flayed, beaten, electrocuted and raped. You can still see the bloodstains from some poor victim sprayed
across the ceiling.
Alternatively if you talk - as I did last week - to average Cambodians in the street, you
soon hear the most appalling litany of sorrow.
Tuk tuk drivers, hotel staff, bank tellers, fish-sauce sellers: they all have the same
harrowing stories. "The Khmer Rouge killed my mother"; "They took my brother and
sister"; "I haven't seen my children since...". The universality of this refrain is not
surprising, when you consider the statistics. It is estimated that, in their lunatic pursuit
of an agrarian utopia, the Khmer Rouge killed two million Cambodians - through
starvation, abuse, and outright extermination. Two million Cambodians constituted
about a quarter of the nation's population. The equivalent in the UK would be the
deaths of fifteen million Britons.
This is why their trials are so important, and so relevant to ordinary Cambodians. This is why the delays
are so frustrating.
The Cambodian government, for its part, baulks at any criticism. Chea Sim, president of the ruling
Cambodian People's Party, said last week: "We wish that those entities who constantly look at the process
in a negative way would take a more balanced approach." He added: "The Cambodian People's Party
undertook the struggle to save the people, and has constantly searched for justice for the victims of the
genocidal regime."
Which is all well and good, if it weren't for the fact that, if the trials take much longer, there will be no one
left to convict. Pol Pot died a squalid but peaceful death nearly a decade ago. Ta Mok, 'the Butcher',
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expired last year. The various other Khmer Rouge suspects are in their seventies and eighties.
Remarkably, most of them are at liberty, which is rather like Himmler and Goring still walking the streets
of Munich in the 1960s.
Why are the trials truly taking so long? Some say the Chinese, very influential here, want to forget their
association with Pol Pot, and are pressuring the Cambodians to avoid a proper hearing. Others blame highups in the Cambodian government, which still contains Khmer Rouge "sympathisers".
A final theory says that the entire nation would, subconsciously at least, rather bury the past than relive it.
This is understandable, of course. And yet it isn't good enough for Cambodia. It isn't good enough for
humanity. And it isn't good enough for that person whose blood is sprayed across the ceiling of Tuol
Sleng.
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Voice of America
Tuesday, 30 January 2007

DRCongo War Crimes Case to Present In-Person Testimonies
Former Congolese militia leader Thomas Lubanga is the first person to be tried by the world's
only permanent global war crimes court, the Hague-based International Criminal Court. Phuong
Tran reports from VOA's Central Africa bureau.
The prosecution team will present alleged child victims as
witnesses to testify that Thomas Lubanga forced children to
fight for his ethnic militia, the Union of Congolese Patriots, in
the Democratic Republic of Congo.

Thomas Lubanga (r) in the
International Criminal Court in
The Hague

Anneke Van Woudenberg, with the U.S.-based Human Rights
Watch lobby group, says the alleged victims' presence in the
courtroom makes this case a landmark in international justice.
"It is quite unique for any international court to have a very
official role for victims to be able to participate," she noted.

Prosecutors say Lubanga was responsible for allowing children as young as 10 to be kidnapped
and forced to fight when he headed a militia in the mineral-rich northeast of the Democratic
Republic of Congo.
Human rights activists say inter-ethnic clashes in Ituri and violence between militia groups vying
for control of the mines left 60,000 people dead.
Lubanga's lawyer, Jean Flamme, says the fact that the court is not charging Lubanga for any of
these killings discredits the child recruitment charge. "Why are the killings not in the charges?"
asked Flamme. "There are tens of thousands dead over there. No one is charged with killings.
Enrolling child soldiers and using them in hostilities - to do what? There is no answer to that
question."
Human Rights Watch's Van Woudenberg says Lubanga is guilty of much more than forced child
recruitment. "His group has committed numerous other atrocities in [Democratic Republic of]
Congo including murder, rape, massacres," she said. "But those are not charges that he currently
faces at the court. For justice to be done, it is important he is charged for the broad range of
crimes."
Even if the prosecution charges Lubanga with additional crimes, Flamme says his client cannot be
held responsible for members of his militia. Flamme says during the six months Lubanga headed
the army, he faced several mutinies.
Flamme says his client was a victim of international and Ugandan mining interests who retaliated
when he refused to grant them rights to the mines. "He was not able to contain the army he
inherited," said Flamme. "Lubanga did not incite his army, inherited by hazard, to kill. On the
contrary, he instructed them to protect the population and stop the killings. "
Van Woudenberg and the prosecution team disagree with those who say Lubanga was a frustrated
pacifist politician battling corruption. They say he is a warlord who promised children weapons
and wealth if they fought for him.
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If convicted, Lubanga faces a life sentence.
The prosecution is investigating another Ituri group and says it will soon issue more war crimes
arrest warrants.
The mineral-rich DRC has been a battleground for local rebels, militia groups and armies from
neighboring countries. There are still pockets of instability, even after the country's first open
elections in more than four decades, overseen by one of the United Nations' largest peacekeeping
forces.
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The Independent
Tuesday, 30 January 2007
Historic trial puts warlord in dock over child soldiers
By Daniel Howden and Steve Bloomfield
A Congolese warlord accused of recruiting child soldiers is set to make history by becoming the
first person to be tried by the International Criminal Court.
The Hague-based court ruled yesterday there was enough evidence to put Thomas Lubanga, in the
dock for recruiting children as young as 10 to fight on the frontline of a war for the control of
gold, diamonds and timber in the vast Democratic Republic of Congo.
A three-judge panel found "substantial grounds to believe" Mr Lubanga was responsible "for war
crimes consisting of enlisting and conscripting children".
Geraldine Mattioli from Human Rights Watch joined a chorus of rights groups heralding the
prosecution: "This is a crucial test for a young institution and a trial that deals with horrific
crimes," she said.
Mr Lubanga, 46, who holds a degree in psychology, is accused of forcibly recruiting young
children, training them in military camps and pitching them into a ferocious ethnic war in the Ituri
region in northeast Congo that cost the lives of at least 60,000 civilians. He denies the charges.
Mr Lubanga's trial brings an end to a four-year struggle to establish a permanent war crimes court
to replace the ad hoc tribunals that have been used to prosecute war criminals in Sierra Leone, the
former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. The United States fiercely opposed the creation of the ICC,
fearing its soldiers and citizens would be the target of what it claimed would be politically
motivated prosecutions. But despite Washington's refusal to ratify the international treaty creating
the court, 104 countries have signed up and the ICC is now investigating war crimes in Congo,
Rwanda and the Sudanese province of Darfur. The court has already issued warrants for members
of the notorious Lord's Resistance Army in Uganda and is investigating alleged war crimes in
Darfur.
With its credibility on the line in its first trial, the court has been accused of failing to bring
additional charges of rape, torture and murder against Mr Lubanga.
"It's a big problem from our perspective," said Ms Mattioli. "We have documented a range of
crimes from massacres to sexual violence... we are disappointed by the narrowness of the
charges."
The court must keep going higher up the chain to identify those who instigated and profited from
a war that killed as many as 400,000 people across five years of fighting.
The indictment against Mr Lubanga, who faces life imprisonment if found guilty, lays out in
detail how his militia, the Union of Congolese Patriots, known by its French acronym UPC, and
its armed wing, the FPLC, seized children off the streets and thrust them into camps where they
were brainwashed and armed before being set on the rival ethnic groups in a campaign of rape
and murder during an 18-month period of a tribal war between 1999 and 2003.
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"The children in the FPLC training camps were subjected to strict military discipline," the
indictment reads. "A detailed system of severe sanctions for misconduct was imposed on them,
including beatings, detention and execution ...
"FPLC commanders gave the children instructions to kill all Lendu, without any instruction to
differentiate between soldiers and civilians.
"Reluctant children, fearing to get killed during battle, were forced to participate in the hostilities
by threats of execution. Afraid for their lives, they obeyed the orders, and repeatedly killed
Lendu, both soldiers and civilians."
At the height of the war up to 30,000 children were fighting in Congo's civil war.

38

Inter Press Service
Tuesday, 30 January 2007

Recruiters of Child Soldiers Targeted for Prosecution
Thalif Deen

UNITED NATIONS, Jan 30 (IPS) - The United Nations and international human rights
organisations have long campaigned against recruiters of child soldiers, urging their prosecution
as "war criminals".
But the first break came only last week when the International Criminal Court (ICC) in the Hague
decided to arrest Thomas Lubanga, a founder and leader of the Union des Patriotes Congolais
(UPC), on charges of conscripting children in the current insurgency against the government of
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).
A second breakthrough came Wednesday with the arrest of former Liberian President Charles
Taylor, who will be prosecuted by a U.N.-sponsored tribunal on Sierra Leone, on charges of
committing war crimes, including the recruitment of child soldiers. The tribunal has reportedly
asked the ICC to host the trial in the Netherlands.
Asked about Taylor's arrest in the aftermath of an attempt to escape from Nigeria where he was
living in exile, U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan told reporters: "It sends a message, not only to
the people of Liberia, but all around the sub-region and around the continent that impunity will
not be allowed to stand."
He also said that "brutal leaders who brutalise their people, who get engaged in organising wars,
recruiting boys and girls and turning them into child soldiers, will pay a price".
"This is the second time in a relatively short period that the United Nations has been able to arrest
two men with that record," he noted.
"I think it's a warning to all would-be warlords that they will be held to account and that impunity
will not be allowed to stand. Those days are gone and they should really think before they engage
in any such adventure," Annan added.
Ann M. Veneman, executive director of the U.N. children's agency UNICEF, said that Lubanga's
arrest "shows the high priority the international community gives to combating crimes against
children".
She said it was important to protect children from being recruited and used in armed conflict.
"Wars must never be fought by children. Whether children are forcibly recruited, join armed
groups in order to escape poverty or hunger, or enlist to actively support a cause, the first loss is
their childhood," added Veneman, whose agency has taken a strong stand against the recruitment
of child soldiers,
UNICEF has estimated that up to 300,000 children globally are being used by armed rebel groups
and military forces in a variety of roles, including as combatants, cooks, porters, messengers,
spies and for sexual purposes.
Lubanga is the first person to be arrested and transferred to the ICC since it was created by the
Rome Statute, which went into force in July 2002.
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The Statute makes the conscription, enlistment or use of children under 15 in hostilities by
national armed forces or armed groups a "war crime".
Enrique Restoy of the London-based Coalition to Stop the Use of Child Soldiers told IPS that the
ICC decision is "extremely significant" because virtually all of the charges against Lubanga are
actually related to the recruitment and use of children, under 15 years of age, as soldiers.
"This is the first time somebody has been indicted only for the use of child soldiers (although
Lubanga is reportedly responsible for a long list of other war crimes)," he added.
Restoy also said this particular indictment highlights the importance that international tribunals
(like the Special Court in Sierra Leone) give to child recruitment as a war crime, and helps
strengthen the idea that this crime is not necessarily linked to other war crimes to attract the
attention of prosecutors.
"This arrest is bound to have an impact on the many militias that still operate in eastern DRC and
which still recruit children within their ranks," he said.
Since Lubanga will be the first person to be tried by the ICC for child recruitment-related crimes,
"It will be important to see what kind of sentence he gets if he is found guilty," Restoy said.
The main challenge for the ICC in Congo after Lubanga's arrest is how to protect witnesses,
communities and children, especially in the district of Ituri, where the situation is volatile, with
possibilities of reprisals, intimidation and other threats, he added.
"Given that all charges against Lubanga are for child recruitment, it is clear that children will be
central for the prosecutor's case, and it will be extremely necessary that the participation of these
children (be considered) for their best interest, both physically and psychologically," he added.
Julia Freedson, director of the New York-based Watchlist on Children and Armed Conflict, said
Lubanga's arrest is an important step in ending impunity for crimes against children in DRC and
in armed conflicts across the globe.
"We hope that the court's actions against Mr. Lubanga will result in justice for all the children
who have been horrifically used and abused by his armed group, the Union des Patriotes
Congolais," Freedson told IPS.
However, the recruitment and use of children by many other armed groups in the Democratic
Republic of Congo has been extremely widespread and well-documented, she added.
The court should investigate and take actions against all those armed groups that have committed
egregious crimes against children and other civilians, said Freedson, whose organisation
represents a network of human rights and humanitarian agencies working to protect the security
and rights of children in armed conflicts.
She said that in 2005, Annan reported to the U.N. Security Council the names of nine armed
groups in DRC known to illegally recruit and use children.
"We urge the court to immediately investigate and take appropriate action against the leaders of
each of these groups," she added.
In his report, Annan compiled two lists of violators: first, countries whose conflicts are on the
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Security Council agenda, namely Afghanistan, Burundi, Ivory Coast, the Democratic Republic
of Congo, Liberia and Somalia.
A second list included the Republic of Chechnya of the Russian Federation, Colombia, Myanmar,
Nepal, Northern Ireland, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Sudan and Uganda.
In most of the countries named by Annan, child soldiers are used by armed groups, not national
governments.
In Sri Lanka, for example, the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), which has been fighting
a separatist war in the northeast of that country, has had a long record of using child soldiers as
well as a record of breaking commitments, according to the Sri Lankan government.
The armed groups listed by Annan include Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy
(LURD), the Juba Valley Alliance and Rahanwein Resistance Army in Somalia, Mai-Mai and the
Union des Patriotes Congolais in the Democratic Republic of Congo, the Front pour la defense de
la democratie of Burundi and several factions associated with the former Northern Alliance in
Afghanistan.
In a list of recommendations to the Security Council, the coalition "strongly urges" all 191
member states to end immediately all sales of arms and military assistance to parties in violation
of international law in recruiting child soldiers.
The 1990 U.N. Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) set the legal minimum age for
recruitment at 15. But an "Optional Protocol" to the CRC, which came into force in February
2003, outlaws the involvement of children under 18 in any hostilities and sets strict standards for
the recruitment of those under 18. (END/2006)
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Business Day (Johannesburg)
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
Warning Signal to the High And Mighty
By Michael Fleshman
Johannesburg
THE world took a giant step towards eliminating impunity for human rights abuses when the
International Criminal Court opened its first official hearing in a case against a Congolese militia
leader in November. The court is the world's first permanent international criminal court, with the
authority to try to convict individuals for serious human rights violations wherever they occur.
Africa is on the new court's docket, with investigations under way into alleged abuses by
members of the rebel Lord's Resistance Army in Uganda and combatants in the Darfur region of
western Sudan.
Africa's own efforts to hold senior government officials and rebel leaders accountable for torture,
murder, rape and other serious crimes against humanity also marked new milestones last year. In
March, Nigerian authorities arrested former Liberian president Charles Taylor and transferred him
to the authority of a special court in Sierra Leone. He faces charges including terrorism, rape,
murder and the use of child soldiers, stemming from war crimes committed there by rebels said to
have been equipped, supported and controlled by him during that country's civil war.
It was the first time a former African head of state had been arrested and charged with human
rights abuses committed in office.
Months later, Senegal announced plans to try former Chadian president Hissène Habré for the
torture and murder of suspected political opponents during his eight years in power. Habré was
overthrown in 1990 and fled into exile in Senegal, where until now he has successfully evaded
prosecution. In November, Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade announced the formation of a
commission to prepare for the trial, which will require changes in some domestic laws, as well as
international technical assistance and financing.
These moves have been hailed as the start of a new era of accountability and a blow against
impunity for official misconduct around the world. Then United Nations secretary-general Kofi
Annan declared that "the capture and trial of Mr Taylor will send a powerful message to the
region and beyond that impunity will not be allowed to stand and that the rule of law must
prevail".
But obstacles to the prosecution of government leaders for serious human rights violations remain
formidable. Governments are often loath to take up cases outside their borders, particularly when
the accused are heads of state traditionally immune from prosecution for acts committed in office.
In some instances, guarantees of immunity are demanded by combatants in exchange for laying
down their arms. In others, differences between national and international legal systems and the
absence of competent institutions pose vexing questions of jurisdiction and procedure.
The long effort to bring Habré to trial began within months of his overthrow and flight to Senegal
in 1990, with the creation of the Association des victimes des crimes et de la répression politiques
au Tchad (AVCRP), a group of nearly 800 victims of rights abuses. In 1992, a Chadian
government commission of inquiry found Habré responsible for the deaths of 40000 or more
people and recommended that he be tried.
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The government declined to take up the case amid fears of violence from Habré's supporters
and concerns about meeting international standards for a fair trial.
In 2000, the AVCRP went to court in Senegal but the case was dismissed by Senegal's highest
appeals court, which ruled that Habré could not be charged in Senegal for crimes committed in
another country. AVCRP then went to court in Belgium, where it was possible to try individuals
for heinous human rights offences wherever they are committed.
In September 2005, Belgium issued an international arrest warrant for Habré and requested his
extradition from Senegal. Again, the Senegalese courts demurred, with the country's appeals court
ruling that it lacked the authority to carry out the Belgian request. Amid indications that Belgium
would take Senegal to the International Court of Justice over the case, President Wade referred it
to the African Union (AU) at the end of 2005. The AU finally mandated Senegal to "prosecute
and ensure that Habré is tried, on behalf of Africa, by a competent Senegalese court with
guarantees for a fair trial".
After years of delays, however, Habré's alleged victims are sceptical. "If the AU is firm in its
decision to fight impunity, that is laudable," says AVCRP founder and vice-president Souleymane
Guengueng. But "nothing has been done up to today ... I don't think their decision will materialise
... We feel it is their intention to keep us waiting so long that we die without seeing justice. It is
very sad."
The slow turning of the wheels of international justice isn't the only problem facing abuse
victims, notes Richard Dicker, director of the international justice programme for Human Rights
Watch. Part of the challenge for the future, he says, is to ensure that the evolving system of
international justice is not seen as an instrument of northern power -- with only the leaders of
poor, weak countries held to account in the courts of the mighty.
He acknowledges that there can sometimes be a tension, "but not an opposition", between the
need for criminal accountability and the political imperatives of peacemaking. "It's a serious
misstep to trade away justice in the hope of reaching a peace settlement," he cautions. "For peace
to be durable there must be justice for the most serious offences."
Despite the challenges ahead, he believes that in Habré "we finally have the prospect for an
African domestic court to put on trial a former head of state accused of the most serious crimes
that can be committed under international law. If that happens, it will be a significant
breakthrough. The implications are very exciting." United Nations Africa Renewal."
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Special Court Supplement
New Staff Members – December 2006 & January 2007
Brima Turay
(Interpreter/Translator) joined the
Court as staff member on 1st
December last year. He previously
served the Court on a Special
Service Adjustment (SSA) contract
in the Language Unit (16th April,
2004 – 30th November, 2006).
Prior to his time at the Court,
Brima worked as Community Development Officer for
Millennium Development Fund of Sierra Leone, a local
NGO, and also as Assistant Secretary-General of Sierra
Leone United Nations Association (SLUNA), a position
he still occupies.
He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in Linguistics from
Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone. His
love for soccer makes him sometime go home late.
Samuel Njovana (Archivist) joined
the Court on 8 January 2007. Until
1996, he worked with the National
Archive of his native Zimbabwe for
sixteen years, with five years as
Director.
From 1997 to 1999, Samuel served
the Commonwealth in Namibia as
Archivist. In June the next year, he
was among the pioneers of the
Records and Archives Management course in the
National University of Science and Technology in
Zimbabwe, where he taught for two years.

Tilman Blumenstock
(Senior Legal Officer - Trial
Chamber II) joined the Court
on 8 January this year. He
brings with him three years
experience working with
different chambers of the
ICTY. Previously, Tilman
spent two years as Human
Rights Officer in Bosnia.
He received his Bachelor Laws (LL B) from the
University of Dresden, Germany and a Masters of
Laws (LL M.) from the University of Prague in the
Czech Republic. “I’m positively surprised at Sierra
Leone”, he said. He loves running the marathon.
He is married with two children.
Kizito Khisa (Information
Systems Developer-CITS) is
not new to the UN system. He
joined the Court on 22 January
and brings with him a total of
15 years experience as a
Programmer with the ICTR in
Arusha, the United Nations
Office in Nairobi (UNON), and
the United Nations Centre for
Human Settlements (UN-Habitat) at their Nairobi
Headquarters. “I am a team player and hope the
CITS team will find me a valuable addition”, he
says.

He received his bachelor of science in Mechanical
Prior to his appointment with the SCSL, Samuel served Engineering from the University of Nairobi and a
as a consultant with K2 Technologies as head of Post Graduate Diploma in Computer Science.
Records Management and Information Resources. He
He likes soccer and tennis but these have
also consulted for the National Archives for Malawi.
temporarily been put on the back burner as he
He holds a Masters of Arts degree from the University recovers from a fractured ankle.
of London.
“I’m happy to be at the Court as this is my first trip
outside Southern Africa”, Samuel said.

