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Angola Press
Thursday, 1 February 2007
Liberia’s ex-president Taylor trial begins June
New York, UN, 02/01 - The trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor is billed to commence early
June, the lead prosecutor of the United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone has said.
Prosecutor Stephen Rapp told UN reporters in New York Tuesday that "Taylor, who is indicted for war
crimes and crimes against humanity will be put on trial beginning from June 4 at The Hague".
"The trial represents the vindication of the principle that no person, no matter what their position, is above
the law," Rapp said.
He said that the trial will be conducted under "a fair, just and equitable process," adding that "it will be
transparent to the people of the world and particularly to the people of Sierra Leone."
To ensure transparency, he said that the BBC World Service Trust will send two Liberian and two Sierra
Leonean journalists to The Hague for the duration of the trial so that they could report back to their home
countries the proceedings.
Taylor was indicted in March 2003 by the Court on 11 counts pertaining to his involvement in the decadelong civil war in Sierra Leone.
He is accused of breaching international humanitarian law, including grave offences, such as murder, rape,
sexual slavery, acts of terror and conscription of children into an armed force.
According to Rapp, "Taylor`s trial will last approximately 12 to 18 months, which is considerably shorter
than other UN-backed trials of people indicted for war crimes".
The trial of Slobodan Milosevic conducted by the UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY) spanned four years before his death, last year.
The prosecutor also stated that Taylor`s prosecution team will "present the most concise case possible",
drawing on evidence from crime scenes as well as testimony already presented in other tribunals.
He also acknowledged that there are several challenges, including the logistics of having witnesses travel
over 10,000 kilometres roundtrip to testify at The Hague, but assured that their safety and security is "fully
guaranteed".
Unlike two other UN-backed war crimes tribunals, the ICTY and the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda (ICTR), which are funded by mandatory dues paid by UN member states, the Special Court for
Sierra Leone runs entirely on voluntary contributions.
Rapp therefore expressed confidence that the Court will raise the 33- million-dollar needed to operate this
year.
"It will a model of international justice serving not just the legal principles that are so important, but also
the people of the region," he noted.
The Special Court was established on 16 January 2002 by an agreement between the Government of Sierra
Leone and the UN and is mandated to try "those who bear greatest responsibility" for war crimes and
crimes against humanity committed in the country after 30 November 1996.
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Associated Press
Wednesday, 31 January 2007

Court trying Charles Taylor has raised half of funds
Paul Burkhardt | New York, United States
Half the money needed this year for the court trying former Liberian President Charles Taylor on warcrimes charges has been raised, the prosecutor in the case said on Tuesday.
Taylor is charged with overseeing a campaign of terror, murder, mutilation, rape and enslavement in
neighbouring Sierra Leone's 10-year civil war. The trial is expected to start on June 4 in The Hague, The
Netherlands.
The Special Court for Sierra Leone, which is trying Taylor and other alleged human right violators in the
civil war, has raised about half of its $33-million budget for 2007, Rapp said.
In the Taylor case, there is enough money to "take us through the opening statement of the trial," Rapp
said, adding that he was confident the rest of the money would come through.
Taylor has pleaded innocent to 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity linked to the killing
and mistreatment of thousands of people in Sierra Leone. He faces a life sentence if convicted.
The charges stem from Taylor's alleged arming and training of rebels in Sierra Leone during the later years
of their insurgency.
The Sierra Leone requested that the case be moved to The Hague for fear the former warlord's trial could
provoke unrest in West Africa.
Taylor was flown to The Netherlands in June and is being held in a cell block operated by the International
Criminal Court.
Rapp said met in New York with diplomats from Britain and The Netherlands, which have helped fund the
court in the past, and other countries. He did not give details on the meetings, but said he was optimistic
the court would raise enough money.
"We're confident that we can, as we continue the effort, obtain the resources needed to do this trial and to
make it a model of international justice," Rapp said.
Last year, the United States provided $13-million for the court. Rapp said he met last week with members
of the US Congress and the State Department, but was not sure if the United States would provide similar
funding this year.
US officials did not immediately return calls seeking comment.
Expenses include transporting witnesses to The Hague, security, translations and hearings in Sierra Leone,
Rapp said. They could vary depending on the number of witnesses needed, but are expected to decrease
after the first year, he said.
Last week, Taylor's lawyers told the court they needed more time to prepare his defence. Rapp said he
expected the trial to begin June 4 as planned.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 31 January 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

China-Liberia ties moves forward steadily
MONROVIA, Jan 31, 2007 (Xinhua via COMTEX) --Chinese President Hu Jintao will pay a
state visit to Liberia beginning Feb. 1, which is to be the first visit by a Chinese president
since the two countries reestablished diplomatic relations in October 2003. The visit, which
comes at a time when China-Liberia relationship grows steadily, will usher in a new stage of
bilateral cooperation. Relations between the two countries can date back to 1971 when
Liberia supported the resumption of China's membership to the United Nations.
BBC Last Updated: Wednesday, 31 January 2007, 11:36 GMT

Liberia gets all-female peacekeeping force
By Will Ross

A unit of United Nations peacekeepers with a difference has arrived for work in Liberia - they
are all women. More than 100 female peacekeepers from India are there to work as an
armed police unit to help stabilise Liberia which, after years of war, is trying to rebuild its
own police force from scratch. Stepping off the chartered plane in immaculate blue uniforms
and berets, the 103 women were immediately on parade and probably bewildered by the
media frenzy.
AP 01/30/2007 23:48:13

Court trying ex-Liberian leader Charles Taylor has raised half
of needed funds, prosecutor says
By PAUL BURKHARDT

UNITED NATIONS_Half the money needed this year for the court trying former Liberian
President Charles Taylor on war crimes charges has been raised, the prosecutor in the case
said Tuesday. Taylor is charged with overseeing a campaign of terror, murder, mutilation,
rape and enslavement in neighboring Sierra Leone's 10-year civil war.

International Clips on West Africa

UN needs 43.5m euros for 'vulnerable' in Ivory Coast
ABIDJAN, Jan 31, 2007 (AFP) - UN aid organizations working in Ivory Coast appealed
Wednesday for 43.5 million euros (56.2 million dollars) to help four million "vulnerable
people" in the conflict-divided country. The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) said the funds were needed to get food, drinking water and health care to
"vulnerable people who have been identified and targeted" in the west African country.
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Local Media – Newspaper
UNMIL Says Female Indian Peacekeepers will Boost Peace and Security
(The Analyst, The News, The Informer, The Inquirer, Public Agenda, Heritage and Daily Observer)

•

•

Speaking at a ceremony to welcome more than 100 female Indian Police Officers
yesterday, the United Nations Mission in Liberia Police Commissioner, Col. Mohammed
Al-Hassan said that the arrival of the Indians would boost efforts to maintain peace
and security in Liberia.
He emphasized that the officers represented practical examples of a well-trained and
dedicated female Formed Police Unit that would consolidate the peace through its
work to quail public disturbances, help to train, structure and build the capacity of the
Liberia National Police.

Governance Reform Commission Holds Law Reform Sessions
(The Analyst, Heritage, Public Agenda and Daily Observer)

•

•

Correspondents said that the Governance Reform Commission yesterday commenced
judicial and legal reform working sessions in Monrovia in compliance with a “Concept
Paper” on Reforming Liberia’s Legal and Judicial System meant to enhance the rule of
law.
The Concept Paper calls for a comprehensive overview of the Country’s judicial and
legal system and the rule of law; problems and challenges and ongoing efforts by the
Government and international partners to strengthen the justice system.

Politicians Disagree with President’s Speaking at Controversial Venue
(The Inquirer, The Informer, The Analyst and The News)

•

•

In a statement issued yesterday, the Liberty Party, Liberia Action Party and National
Patriotic Party said that President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf defied the rule of law when
she delivered her annual message at the Unity Conference Center (UCC) where the
majority members of the National Legislature are illegally convening
The parties contended that the Supreme Court had ruled against the majority
members’ action to remove Mr. Edwin Snowe as Speaker of the House of
Representatives during their sitting at the UCC, yet the President selected to deliver
her annual message there as an utter disregard for the rule of law.

Lawmakers Reinstate House Speaker
(The Analyst, The Inquirer, The Informer, The News, Heritage, New Democrat)

•

The majority bloc of members of the House of Representatives convening at the Unity
Conference Center yesterday reinstated Mr. Edwin Snowe as Speaker of the House of
Representatives in compliance with a verdict of the Supreme Court which had ruled
that he be reinstated. Subsequently, the “bloc” invited Mr. Snowe to the UCC to
resume duty as House Speaker, but rejected Speaker Snowe’s call on them to move
to the Centennial Pavilion to carry on with legislative functions.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

All-Female Indian Police Unit Joins UNMIL
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Political Parties Condemn President Sirleaf Address to a Divided House
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Speaker Snowe Rejects “Majority” Lawmakers Invitation
• In an interview, House Speaker Edwin Snowe declared that he would not preside over
any session of the Representatives sitting at the Unity Conference Center in Virginia
as doing so would be illegal and defiance to the ruling of the Supreme Court.
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•

However, the majority bloc of the Lawmakers yesterday adopted a resolution to
accept the ruling of the Supreme Court, and called on Speaker Snowe to begin to
preside over proceedings at the Unity Conference Centre.

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Justice Ministry Detects Flaws in the Judicial System
• Speaking at a forum to discuss a concept paper on reforming Liberia’s judicial and
legal system, Justice Minister Frances Johnson-Morris acknowledged that the judicial
system was flawed and hoped the forum would outline strategic points to expose the
weaknesses in the system so that the rule of law is respected. For her part, Associate
Justice Gladys Johnson promised to work with organizations that are interested in
helping to reform the judiciary.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 8:35 am)
Government Announces Plans to Resolve Crisis at Rubber Plantation
• Agriculture Minister, Dr. Christopher Toe yesterday announced that the Government
was taking steps to resolve the conflict between employees and management of the
Sinoe Rubber Company in Greenville, Sinoe County.
• Dr. Toe, among other steps, named the establishment of a contact group, comprising
the Agriculture Ministry, UNMIL and the National Commission on Disarmament
Demobilization Rehabilitation and Resettlement to hear all complaints while a
technical committee would periodically visit the plantation to assess its status and
needs.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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Voice of America
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
Trial of Former Chad Leader Hissene Habre to Be Delayed 3 Years
By Kari Barber
Dakar

Senegalese authorities have announced that the trial of former Chadian leader Hissene Habre on
charges of crimes against humanity will not take place for at least three years. Foreign Affairs
Minister Cheikh Tidiane Gadio said Tuesday the extra time is needed to organize the judicial
process. Kari Barber reports from our West and Central Africa bureau in Dakar that prosecutors
say the delay is unnecessary.
Lawyers for the alleged victims say further delays are unfair to those
who are prepared to testify against him.
Habre is to be tried on accusations that the Chadian government,
under his leadership, was responsible for thousands of politically
motivated tortures and killings in the 1980s.
Reed Brody, a prosecutor on behalf of Habre's accusers, says lengthy
legal work is not necessary because the case has already been
prepared by Belgium after initial efforts to try Habre in Senegal
stalled in 2000.
Hissene Habre (file photo)
"There is no reason for Senegal to start from scratch," he said. "I
think it would really be a slap in the face for the victims, especially those who worked hard and
provided their testimony to the Belgian team when they went to Chad to say 'OK, we are
throwing all that out and start again.' That does not really take into account their rights."

But Brody says it will be the judges in the case, not Minister Gadio, who will make the decision
about when the trial should begin.
Gadio says the time frame is necessary to ensure the rights of Habre and the victims are respected.
Abdou Rahmane Gueye says he was wrongfully jailed in deplorable conditions for six months by
the Habre regime. He says now he is fighting, with other accusers, for a speedy trial.
Gueye says he and other alleged victims are tired of waiting. He says he is afraid that as more
time passes, more accusers will die before they have the opportunity to testify.
Senegal, where Habre has lived in exile since his overthrow in 1990, agreed at an African Union
summit last year to try him. The Senegalese government has had to pass new torture legislation
and appeal for foreign funding to be able to hold the trial.
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The Patriotic Vanguard
Thursday, 1 February 2007
Guinea suspends export of foodstuffs
The Guinean government has decided to ban "any export and re-export
of farm produce which are part of the people’s staple food" for 12
months.
This measure disclosed Monday following an inter-ministerial order
jointly signed by ministers Jean Paul Sarr of Agriculture, animal
husbandry and water Resources and forestry, Ibrahima Sory Touré of
fisheries and aquaculture, and Kazaliou Baldé of trade and small and
medium-sized entreprises.
"Cereals, tubers, oil-producing plants, forest products (citrus fruits,
wood, beam), diaries (cattle, pigs, fisheries, and oil products" are all
concerned by the measure, the official document stated.
"This ban is aimed at meeting needs on the domestic market and covers the period running from
January to December 2007", the order indicated.
Through this move, the Guinean government intends to stem the increasing inflation noticed on
the aforementioned foodstuffs and products. It is also part of the measures contained in the
agreements clinched by the trade unions, the government and Guinean employers following the
strike that crippled the country for 18 days.
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Mail and Guardian Online
Wednesday, 31 January 2007
Former African presidents' trials mark milestones
Michael Fleshman
The world took a giant step towards eliminating impunity for human rights abuses when the
International Criminal Court (ICC) opened its first official hearing, in November, in a case
against a Congolese militia leader.
The ICC is the world's first permanent international criminal court, with the authority to try and
convict individuals for serious human rights violations wherever they occur. Africa is on the new
court's docket, with investigations under way into alleged abuses by members of the rebel Lord's
Resistance Army in Uganda and combatants in the Darfur region of western Sudan.
Africa's own efforts to hold senior government officials and rebel leaders accountable for torture,
murder, rape and other serious crimes against humanity also marked new milestones last year.
In March, Nigerian authorities arrested former Liberian president Charles Taylor and transferred
him to the authority of a special court in Sierra Leone. He faces charges including terrorism, rape,
murder and the use of child soldiers, stemming from war crimes committed there by rebels said to
have been equipped, supported and controlled by him during that country's civil war. It was the
first time a former African head of state had been arrested and charged with human rights abuses
committed in office.
Months later, Senegal announced plans to try former Chadian President Hissène Habré for the
torture and murder of suspected political opponents during his eight years in power. Habré was
overthrown in 1990 and fled into exile in Senegal, where until now he has successfully evaded
prosecution.
In November, Senegalese President Abdoulaye Wade announced the formation of a commission
to prepare for the trial, which will require changes in some domestic laws, as well as international
technical assistance and financing.
These moves have been hailed as the beginning of a new era of accountability and a blow against
impunity for official misconduct around the world. Then United Nations secretary general Kofi
Annan declared that "the capture and trial of Mr Taylor will send a powerful message to the
region and beyond that impunity will not be allowed to stand and that the rule of law must
prevail".
Obstacles
But obstacles to the prosecution of government leaders for serious human rights violations remain
formidable. Governments are often loath to take up cases outside their borders, particularly when
the accused are heads of state traditionally immune from prosecution for acts committed in office.
In some instances, guarantees of immunity are demanded by combatants in exchange for laying
down their arms. In others, differences between national and international legal systems and the
absence of competent institutions pose vexing questions of jurisdiction and procedure.
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The long effort to bring Habré to trial began within months of his overthrow and flight to Senegal
in 1990, with the creation of the Association des victimes des crimes et de la répression politiques
au Tchad (AVCRP), a group of nearly 800 victims of rights abuses. In 1992, a Chadian
government commission of inquiry found Habré responsible for the deaths of 40 000 or more
people and recommended that he be tried. The government declined to take up the case amid fears
of violence from Habré's supporters and concerns about meeting international standards for a fair
trial.
In 2000, the AVCRP went to court in Senegal, but the case was dismissed by Senegal's highest
appeals court, which ruled that Habré could not be charged in Senegal for crimes committed in
another country. The AVCRP then went to court in Belgium, where it was possible to try
individuals for heinous human rights offences wherever they were committed.
In September 2005, Belgium issued an international arrest warrant for Habré and requested his
extradition from Senegal. Again the Senegalese courts demurred, with the country's appeals court
ruling that it lacked the authority to carry out the Belgian request.
Amid indications that Belgium would take Senegal to the International Court of Justice over the
case, President Abdoulaye Wade referred it to the African Union at the end of 2005. The AU
finally mandated Senegal to "prosecute and ensure that Hissène Habré is tried, on behalf of
Africa, by a competent Senegalese court with guarantees for a fair trial".
Skepticism
After years of delays, however, Habré's alleged victims are skeptical. "If the AU is firm in its
decision to fight impunity, that is laudable," AVCRP founder and vice-president Suleymane
Guengueng told Africa Renewal in November. But "nothing has been done up to today ... I don't
think their decision will materialise ... We victims feel it is their intention to keep us waiting so
long that we die without seeing justice. It is very sad."
The slow turning of the wheels of international justice isn't the only problem facing abuse
victims, noted Richard Dicker, director of the international justice programme for Human Rights
Watch.
Part of the challenge for the future, he said, is to ensure that the evolving system of international
justice is not seen as an instrument of northern power -- with only the leaders of poor, weak
countries held to account in the courts of the mighty.
He acknowledged that there can sometimes be a tension, "but not an opposition", between the
need for criminal accountability and the political imperatives of peacemaking. "It's a serious
misstep to trade away justice in the hope of reaching a peace settlement," he cautioned. "For
peace to be durable there must be justice for the most serious offences."
Despite the challenges ahead, he concluded, in Habré "we finally have the prospect for an African
domestic court to put on trial a former head of state accused of the most serious crimes that can be
committed under international law. If that happens, it will be a significant breakthrough. The
implications are very exciting."

