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Special Court for Sierra Leone
Press and Public Affairs Office

PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 22 February 207
Special Court Indictee Sam Hinga Norman Dies in Dakar
It is with deep regret that the Special Court for Sierra Leone announces the death of former Sierra
Leone Internal Affairs Minister Sam Hinga Norman, who was on trial before the Special Court
for Sierra Leone. Mr. Norman died today at a military hospital in Dakar, Senegal.
Mr. Norman and another Special Court detainee were taken to Dakar on 17 January for medical
procedures which were considered routine, but which were unavailable in Sierra Leone. Those
procedures were performed on Thursday, 8 February, without complication.
At 10:55 this morning Mr. Norman collapsed and, despite attempts to revive him, was
pronounced dead at about 11:15.
Initial indications are that Mr. Norman suffered heart failure during post-operative care. Registrar
Lovemore Munlo, SC has ordered an independent investigation by international medical experts
to determine the exact cause of death.
Mr. Munlo informed family members early this afternoon and expressed his deep personal regret
at their loss.
Mr. Norman had been charged with 8 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity
stemming from acts allegedly carried out by the Civil Defence Forces militia he headed during
Sierra Leone’s decade-long civil conflict. He had maintained his innocence throughout the trial,
which began in June 2004.
A verdict in the case is pending before the Trial Chamber.
#END
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SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
OFFICE OF THE PROSECUTOR

PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, 22 February 2007

Prosecutor Expresses Regret at the Death of Sam Hinga Norman
The following is a Statement by Stephen Rapp, the Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra
Leone
At noon today, the Office of the Prosecutor was informed of the death of Sam Hinga Norman,
Defendant before the Special Court for Sierra Leone. Norman had been taken to a military
hospital in Dakar, Senegal on January 17 for routine medical procedures.
We deeply regret the death of Hinga Norman and express our sincere condolences to his family.
His death means that there will not be a judgment issued by the Trial Chamber in his case.
All parties to this case deserved to see a verdict rendered. Hinga Norman’s death means that the
people of Sierra Leone are deprived of their right to see justice done in an important and highprofile case before the Special Court.
Our mission, our pledge and our duty has been and remains to bring justice to those who bear the
greatest responsibility for the terrible atrocities suffered by the people of Sierra Leone. When an
Accused dies before judgment, then justice is denied.
While we profoundly regret the death of Hinga Norman, we will continue our work to see that
justice is done in the name of and on behalf of the people of Sierra Leone.
The Prosecutor indicted Hinga Norman in March 2003 with eight counts of war crimes and
crimes against humanity stemming from acts allegedly carried out by forces under his command
during Sierra Leone’s civil conflict.
#END
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Government of Sierra Leone – Office of the President
Thursday, 22 February 2007
Government Statement On The Death Of Chief Sam Hingha Norman
Government has received with deep regret news of the death of Chief Sam Hingha Norman,
former Deputy Minister of Defence, who before his death in a hospital in Senegal was being tried
for various alleged offences in the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone.
Government expresses its deepest condolences to the family of the late Chief Sam Hingha
Norman and wishes to state that in spite of his indictment by the Special Court for Sierra Leone,
Government will in consultation with the Special Court for Sierra Leone, authorise and facilitate a
normal family funeral and burial for the late Chief Sam Hingha Norman.
May his soul rest in peace.
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United Nations News
Thursday, 22 February 2007
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=21649&Cr=sierra&Cr1=leone
UN-backed Sierra Leone court says war crimes suspect’s death means justice denied
22 February 2007 – The death of a former militia leader suspected of war crimes in Sierra Leone
has deprived the West African country’s people of their right to see justice done, the prosecutor of
a United Nations-backed court there said today, while pledging to press forward on their behalf.
The Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Stephen Rapp, issued a statement in
Freetown voicing deep regret at the death today of the West African country’s former Internal
Affairs Minister and militia leader Sam Hinga Norman, who has been on trial for war crimes
since the summer of 2004.
Mr. Norman’s death signals an end to the case mounted against him in the Special Court, where,
as one of the leaders of the now-defunct Civil Defence Forces (CDF), he was being tried on eight
counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, including unlawful killing, physical violence,
mental suffering, terrorizing civilians and using child soldiers during the brutal 10-year civil war.
“Hinga Norman’s death means that the people of Sierra Leone are deprived of their right to see
justice done in an important and high-profile case before the Special Court,” Mr. Rapp said.
“When an Accused dies before judgment, then justice is denied.”
Mr. Norman died this morning at a military hospital in Dakar, Senegal, and initial reports indicate
that he suffered heart failure during post-operative care.
He was transferred to the hospital on 17 January for medical procedures generally considered
routine but which are not available in Sierra Leone. He received treatment on 8 February with no
complications.
The Court’s Registrar, Lovemore Munlo, has ordered an independent investigation by
international medical experts to determine the exact cause of death.
Mr. Rapp said, “While we profoundly regret the death of Hinga Norman, we will continue our
work to see that justice is done in the name of and on behalf of the people of Sierra Leone.”
The Court is the world’s first hybrid international war crimes tribunal, and was established by an
agreement in January 2002 between the United Nations and the Republic of Sierra Leone. It is
mandated to bring to justice those who bear greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in the
country after 30 November 1996.
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BBC Online
Thursday, 22 February 2007
S Leone War Crimes Suspect Dies
One of the key defendants at the UN war crimes tribunal in
Sierra Leone - ex-former Defence Minister Sam Hinga
Norman - has died, aged 67.
Mr Hinga Norman had been receiving medical treatment for
several months. The verdict in his case was pending.
He was indicted for various crimes, including murder and acts
of terrorism.

Hinga Norman was due to hear a
verdict in his case

During the civil war, he led a pro-government militia which fought against Foday Sankoh's
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebel movement.
Correspondents say many in Sierra Leone considered him to be a hero for his role in resisting
the rebel forces.
Mr Hinga Norman had been to a military hospital in Senegal in January to receive "routine"
medical treatment, but died after surgery, the Special Court for Sierra Leone said.
"At about 1055 (GMT) Mr Norman collapsed and, despite attempts to revive him, was
pronounced dead at about 1115," the court said in a statement.
"Initial indications are that Mr Norman suffered heart failure during post-operative care," it
said.
The special court was set up to prosecute those with most responsibility for war crimes during
a brutal 10-year civil war.
The conflict spread across West Africa and created millions of refugees.
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Reuters
Thursday, 23 February 2007
Sierra Leone war crimes indictee Hinga Norman dies
By Nick Tattersall
DAKAR, Feb 22 (Reuters) - A former Sierra Leonean militia leader, whose fighters were accused
of human sacrifice and cannibalism during the country's civil war, died on Thursday weeks before
a verdict was due in his trial for war crimes.
Sam Hinga Norman, a former government minister and co-ordinator of the Civil Defence Forces
(CDF) militia during the ex-British colony's 1991-2002 conflict, had been on trial at a U.N.backed tribunal in the capital Freetown.
He was flown to a military hospital in Senegal in January for medical treatment which had been
considered routine but died after surgery, the Special Court for Sierra Leone said.
"At about 1055 (GMT) Mr Norman collapsed and, despite attempts to revive him, was
pronounced dead at about 1115," the court said in a statement.
"Initial indications are that Mr Norman suffered heart failure during post-operative care," it said.
Sierra Leone's war shocked the world with its images of drugged-up child soldiers and civilians
whose limbs were hacked off by machete-wielding rebel and militia fighters. U.N. peacekeepers
disarmed more than 47,000 fighters before it ended.
Norman was acting defence minister and national coordinator of the CDF during the war, in
which some 50,000 people were killed. He was also leader of the feared Kamajor hunters that
formed the backbone of the militia.
The indictment against Norman and two co-defendants stated that Kamajor fighters killed scores
of civilians suspected of sympathising with the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF).
It said some were hacked and burned to death and that the militia practised cannibalism.
The indictment also said Norman knew and approved of the recruitment of children below the age
of 15 into the Kamajor.
Norman had been charged with eight counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity
committed during one of modern Africa's most brutal wars but had maintained his innocence
throughout the trial, which began in June 2004.
The prosecution told a packed courtroom in Freetown when the trial began that witnesses had
described how drug-addled Kamajor fighters paraded severed heads and ate the roasted flesh and
intestines of their victims.
It said the three defendants were each personally liable for crimes carried out under their orders
"as if they committed each and every crime themselves".
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The Special Court's highest-profile indictee, former president of neighbouring Liberia Charles
Taylor, has been sent to a special sitting of the court in The Hague to face war crimes charges
linked to his support for rebels during the war.
Other top war crimes suspects have died before being brought to justice by the tribunal.
RUF leader Foday Sankoh died in captivity in 2003, months after his field commander Sam
Bockarie was shot dead in Liberia.
Johnny Paul Koroma, the former leader of a military junta accused of atrocities, vanished several
years ago and many Sierra Leoneans believe he is dead, although the court has not withdrawn his
indictment.
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Associated Press
Friday, 23 February 2007
Sierra Leone War Crimes Defendant Dies
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone - Sam Hinga Norman, a former government minister on trial for
allegedly overseeing a militia accused of torturing and mutilating civilians during Sierra Leone's
decade-long civil war, died Thursday at a Senegalese hospital, a court statement said.
Norman, 67, Sierra Leone's former internal affairs minister, had been awaiting a verdict on eight
charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity allegedly performed by fighters he oversaw
during the 1991-2002 war.
The court statement said Norman, who had been flown to Senegal's capital, Dakar, on Jan. 17 for
medical procedures, died of apparent heart failure.
Norman maintained his innocence throughout his trial, which began in June 2004 at the U.N.backed Sierra Leone Special Court in the capital, Freetown. During hearings, 75 prosecution
witnesses testified to support charges of murder, systematic looting and burning of villages, as
well as the recruitment of child soldiers.
"Initial indications are that Mr. Norman suffered heart failure during postoperative care," the
statement said. An independent investigation has been ordered to determine the exact cause of
death.
Sierra Leone's Special Court was established to try those bearing the "greatest responsibility" for
atrocities committed during years of vicious fighting in which various groups burned villages,
chopped off people's hands with machetes and went on campaigns of rape.
It is estimated that about half a million people were victims of killings, systematic mutilation and
other atrocities during the fighting.
Former Liberian President Charles Taylor is awaiting trial by the same court, though his hearing
is set to take place in The Hague out of concern that his presence in Sierra Leone could
destabilize the fragile region.
Some have criticized the Special Court - which has yet to produce a ruling on any of the 12
originally indicted in 2003 - for not progressing through trials quickly enough. Two others have
died since the indictments - one of natural causes and one in a killing that many believe was a
move to silence him.
A judgment on Norman's case had been widely expected within the next few months.
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Voice of America
Thursday, 22 February 2007
http://www.voanews.com/english/2007-02-22-voa55.cfm
Sierra Leone War Crimes Suspect Dies in Custody
A Sierra Leone war crimes suspect has died while awaiting a verdict in his trial.
Officials from the Special Court for Sierra Leone said Sam Hinga Norman collapsed and died
Thursday at a military hospital in Dakar, Senegal. He was 67 years old.
In a release, the court said the exact cause of death is under investigation, but that initial
indications suggest Norman died of heart failure. He had been taken to Dakar last month for
medical procedures unavailable in Sierra Leone.
The court's prosecutor, Stephen Rapp, said Norman's death deprives the people of Sierra Leone
their right to see justice done in the case.
Norman was charged with eight counts of war crimes stemming from acts carried out by the
militia he commanded during Sierra Leone's decade-long civil war.
A verdict in the case had been expected soon. Rapp said Norman's death means the court will not
issue a judgment in the case.
More than 200,000 people were killed and thousands more were mutilated during the brutal Sierra
Leone conflict during the 1990s.
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Star Radio (Liberia)
Thursday, 22 February 2007
UN-backed Special Court Wants Hinga Norman's Death Investigated
Written by Wellington Geevon Smith
The UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone has ordered an independent investigation in the
death of Chief Sam Hinga Norman.
Chief Hinga Norman, a detained former Deputy Defense Minister of Sierra Leone, died Thursday
at a military hospital in Dakar, Senegal.
Chief Hinga-Norman was flown to Senegal in January for medical procedures, which were
performed on February 8 without complication.
A statement issued by the Special Court said Chief Hinga Norman collapsed and was pronounced
dead in an attempt to revive him.
Chief Hinga Norman was coordinator of the Civil Defense Force in Sierra Leone’s eleven-year
bloody civil war.
He was arrested and charged on eight-counts for the role he allegedly played in the atrocities and
human rights violation that occurred during the war.
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Cocorioko Website
Thursday, 22 February 2007
http://www.cocorioko.net
Shock Waves Rip Through Diaspora and Sa. Leone: Chief Sam Hinga Norman is Dead
Heads are bowed and mouths are full with dismay and disbelief. Chief Hinga Norman, the Special Court
indictee who continued to create waves in Sierra Leone's chequered political arena even while in captivity
has died .
When the news hit the airwaves via telephone calls from all over the world, COCORIOKO, the newspaper
known for bringing readers all the scoops , was transfixed in disbelief and did not want to be the one to
break such an astonishing news that may later turn out to be a political gimmick, until the confirmation
from the Special Court of Sierra Leone, which is trying Norman for alleged war crimes and infact sent him
to Dakar, Senegal, only on January 17 , this year, for medical treatment that got many tongues wagging .
Loyalists feared the worst when they learnt of the trip to Senegal until Chief Norman himself and the
Special Court assured one and all that the late Coordinator of the Civil Defence Force ( CDF) had only
been taken to Dakar for a long-scheduled treatment on his hip
ONLY LAST WEEK, Chief Hinga Norman himself confirmed that the news that had been having the
political scene buzzing for months was true---He and other indictees had joined the People's Movement for
Democratic Change (PMDC), a move that members of the ruling Sierra Leone People's Party ( SLPP )
conceded , put a dent on the hopes of the party to win the forthcoming Presidential and Legislative
Elections. Norman was a born SLPP die-hard before this and helped to bring back the SLPP government
after it was overthrown by errant and rebel soldiers of the Sierra Leone military forces on May 27, 1997.
Norman marshalled the CDF, a fearsome militia made up of hunters and members of the public, to fight
dauntlessly and bravely alongside the multi-national interventionist force , ECOMOG , to defeat the army
and rebel government and restore the SLPP.
Sierra Leoneans were trying to come to terms with the latest surprise from Chief Norman when his death
was announced today by the Special Court.
Though dead, Hinga Norman may continue to cast his shadows over the country's politics and future,
especially if his loyalists decide to still make his phenomenon count in the country's political
metamorphosis.
Hinga Norman's sudden death in Dakar today brings to an end a controversial military and political career
of a man that was devoted to the SLPP to the point that he played a hand in some of the most tumultuous
events in the country's history. It was Norman , for instance, who led soldiers to State House in 1967 to
stop the swearing-in ceremony of the then Prime Minister Siaka Stevens , after the then Governor-General,
Sir Henry Lightfoot-Boston , declared Stevens and his All People's Congress ( APC) winners of the 1967
watershed elections .
Norman was arrested for Treason after the APC came to power but he won his case after many years in
jail.
When the rebels and renegade soldiers threatened to overrun Sierra Leone in the 1990s, Chief Norman
headed the CDF or Kamajor militia, which played a leading role in thwarting the efforts of the rebels from
seizing power in Sierra Leone.
Today's event is one of the most shocking and unbelievable news to have haunted Sierra Leone ever.
May his soul rest in peace.
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Cocorioko website
February, 22 February 2007
http://www.cocorioko.net/INTERNATIONALMEDICALEXPERTSTO.html
Special Court Regrets Hinga Norman’s Death: International Medical Experts to Investigate
By Joseph Kamanda
Shortly after the death of the Special Court indictee , Sam Hinga Norman, was on Thursday
announced, Registrar of the Court Lovemore Munlo told journalists at a news conference that an
investigation has to be conducted by international medical experts to know the cause of Mr.
Norman’s death.
The former Internal Affairs Minister according to the Public Affairs Office Special Court for
Sierra Leone, collapsed at 10:55 on Thursday morning and attempts to revive him proved futile.
He was later pronounced dead at about 11:15.
Prosecutor of the Court , Stephen Rapp, said that his office was informed about the defendant’s
death before the Special Court. He says Mr. Norman’s death means that there will not be a
judgment issued by the Trial Chamber in his case as all parties to this case deserved to see a
verdict rendered. Mr. Rapp says Hinga Norman’s death has deprived Sierra Leoneans of their
right to see justice done in an important and high-profile case before the Special Court.
Mr. Norman had been charged with eight counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity
stemming from acts allegedly carried out by the Civil Defence Militia which he headed during
Sierra Leone’s decade-long civil conflict. He had maintained his innocence throughout the trial,
which began in June 2005.
A verdict in the case was to have been delivered in April this year.
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Cocorioko website
Thursday, 22 February 2007

http://www.cocorioko.net/SAMFORAYCALLSFORCALM.html
Rev. SamForay Calls on Kamajors in Sierra Leone to Remain Calm and Respect the Peace
A very sad and grieving Rev.Alfred SamForay last night called on all members of the Civil
Defence Force ( CDF) and sympathisers of the late Chief Sam Hinga Norman to remain calm and
continue to respect the law and peace .
Rev. Samforay, who is the Spokesman of the Hinga Norman Defence Fund was talking
exclusively to COCORIOKO last night on the sudden death of Chief Norman.
Mr. Samforay told this newspaper that Chief Norman died from internal bleeding. He disclosed
that the bleeding was not from the places involved in the hip replacement surgery the chief had
taken. It was from a different place, he disclosed. "The bleeding was internal and they knew "
(Referring to Special Court officials in Dakar). His own doctor told them .They were aware of it",
SamForay stressed.
Rev. Samforay stated that three days ago , the chief collapsed again and became unconscious
because of this bleeding , "But they gave him blood transfusion and revived him ", he went on.
However, the same thing happened yesterday and this time they could not revive him, he
continued.
The Chief, Samforay went on, did not want to go to Senegal for the operation. He wanted to go to
a more advanced country but he was in no position to determine the final decision and he had to
go to Senegal. He just wanted the surgery done and the matter got done with. Rev. Samforay
stated that they, the family of the chief were awaiting the autopsy by international experts, as
promised by the Special Court. He said the family too was meeting in Senegal to also make their
own plans.
Mr. Samforay indicated that Chief Norman's daughter, Juliet , was so shocked yesterday that she
had to be hospitalized but he stated that she had returned home but was still so devastated she was
not able to talk to people and was just crying.
"When you spoke to him recently, did he complain to you about anything ?" , COCORIOKO
demanded .
In response, Rev. Samforay said that in the days after the operation, he used to talk to the chief
and he was doing fine. There was no indication of anything having gone wrong. Rev. Samforay
disclosed further that during his last discussion with the chief, he was in good mood and
complained about nothing. He had just had his physical exercise which he does twice everyday
and was even joking that he was going to bed and even if his mother called after that he would not
be able to speak to her." It was just a joke, of course ", he clarified.
Mr. Samforay said the chief's death was very shocking and sad but he appealed to all Kamajors
and supporters to keep up the same spirit of calmness they had been observing before. "We don't
want any activity that would detract from the sadness of the situation. They should be calm and
let us all wait for the body to be handed to the family so that we can give the chief the fitting
funeral he deserves", Samforay continued. "I just spoke to them, he told COCORIOKO, "And
they are in grief but are holding out fine ".
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COCORIOKO: Have the SLPP reached out to the family ?
Rev. Samforay replied that he did not know. The death just happened , he went on, and so they
may be planning to do that.
EARLIER yesterday at Leonenet-UMBC, Rev Foray complained : "The autopsy will tell us
nothing that we don't already no. That this was no act of God. Chief has been loosing blood over
the past three days or so. His court-appointed doctor raised the alarm to the Senegalese doctors
but he was ignored. Two days ago, he became unconscious and was given blood and recovered
temporarily. This morning he collapsed again and they tried to rush him to ER but it was too
late."
"From what we know now after talking to the court physician and the son with him in Dakar,
attending nurses were not permitted by court security to see Chief at night when he called for
help. His blood count had dropped to alarming levels over the past few days but no emergency
measures were taken to remedy the situation. The court physician was helpless in the situation."
Rev.Samforay had also complained about Internal Affairs Minister, Pascal Egbenda and appealed
for an unbiased autospy : "All in all, the most painful moment for me today aside from the
obvious is my speaking with SL Internal Affairs Minister, Pascal Egbanda. After calling him
early this morning to give him heads up on the situation, he first of all told me in so many words,
he did not wish to be interrupted in his meeting. Calling him later to verify Norman's death, he
indicated as far as he was concerned, it was still a rumour. With my wife on the phone, Egbanda
accused me of fomenting trouble in the country after I advised him that it will be prudent to alert
security forces before the death was announced to the public. Especially since Kabbah and his
VP are both out of Freetown. I have never in my life dealt with any one as cold as this guy.
Apparently he was on his way to Lugbu and did not wish to be bothered by such matters. The
most depressing thing of it all was that this was my own brother (cousin to be sure) and he never
in our conversation express remorse or say, I am sorry."
"My appeal to all is that we prevail on the people at Hospital de la Dantec in Senegal not to
falsify the autopsy results for expediency sake. The hospital, we are told, is far less than
Connaught Hospital in days gone by. In the past few days, Norman had to cook his own meals.
It was not the VIP military hospital John Leigh and Peter Andersen told the world. We are only
blessed that we were able to fly some of Norman's family over there to see for themselves what
we had reported earlier and were chastized for causing trouble. The court physician in attendance
is being pressured to go along with the heart attack rubbish and he too needs our support as much
as the Norman family presently. In all fairness, Dr. Harding, in his own words: "I did the best I
could." Indeed he did, but his hands were tied and now they want him to lie."
COCORIOKO called the Chief of Public Affairs and Information of the Special Court , Mr. Peter
Andersen, for his own comments but his telephone rang for long and was nobody came on the
line.
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IRIN
Thursday, 22 February 2007
War crimes indictee's death is blow to Special Court
DAKAR, 22 February (IRIN) - SIERRA LEONE - Death of war crimes indictee a blow to Special Court
Freetown - (IRIN) - Sam Hinga Norman, the leader of the local civil defence militia that helped defeat the
rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) during the 1991 to 2001 civil war but who was later indicted by
the UN-backed court in Sierra Leone, has died.
"A verdict in the case was to have been delivered shortly," according to a press release issued on Thursday
by the Special Court for Sierra Leone which had had him in detention.
Norman collapsed on Thursday morning following a medical procedure at a military hospital in Dakar,
Senegal. "Initial indications are that Mr. Norman suffered heart failure during post-operative care," the
statement said.
Norman, who had served as the country's deputy minister of defence throughout the war, was revered by
many people in Sierra Leone for having galvanized local hunter groups known as the Kamajors to resist
the rebel RUF, which had controlled most of the country during periods of the war and twice took the
capital Freetown.
Members of the Civil Defence Front, or CDF as the militia was known, claimed to have magic powers to
stop bullets penetrating their bodies. They were estimated to number 20,000, more than both the army and
the rebels.
The army and the rebels joined forces during the war committing heinous atrocities against civilians,
although so too did the CDF.
The Special Court was jointly established in 2002 by the United Nations and the government of Sierra
Leone "to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra
Leone after 30 November 1996".
Norman's death is a major blow for the Court, according to the Thierry Cruvellier the editor of the
International Justice Tribune, an independent newsletter specialized in international justice issues.
"This was the most important case before the court in Freetown because, for many Sierra Leoneons, Hinga
Norman was seen as a war hero," Cruvellier said. "So the court had to draw the line between what many
saw as legitimate action to stop both the army and the rebels from attacking the population, and war crimes
committed for a just cause".
"So we are now facing a situation where in six years by 2008 the court will have at most only tried eight
individuals in Freetown, all of them considered of secondary importance".
The Special Court is also trying the former president of Liberia Charles Taylor but the trail is to take place
at The Hague.
"In the eyes of most people there is little doubt that Taylor and the other major inductees are war
criminals," Cruvellier said.
"The only one subject to debate was Norman".
After the end of the civil war Norman became minister of the interior until his indictment by the Special
Court in March 2003 for war crimes and crimes against humanity.
He has been in detention at the court since then, maintaining his innocence throughout his trial, which
began in June 2004.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 22 February 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Liberian Refugees Reluctant to Return Home
Kenema, Feb 21, 2007 (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks/All Africa
Global Media via COMTEX) --Thousands of Liberian refugees sheltering in camps in eastern
Sierra Leone are reluctant to be repatriated, saying they would rather
stay where they are or resettle in another country. Some of the refugees in two of the eight
camps in Sierra Leone's eastern border province of Kenema said they felt conditions back in
Liberia were not yet favourable for their return, despite assurances by the United Nations
refugee agency (UNHCR) and the Liberian government that life had improved.

International Clips on West Africa

Guinea likely to extend martial law as talks fail to end crisis
CONAKRY, Feb 21, 2007 (AFP) - Guinea will extend a state of martial law due to expire on
Friday if an ongoing general strike is not called off by then, the country's speaker of
parliament said on Wednesday. "If the strike call is not lifted, we will extend the state of
siege to safeguard security" in the country, Aboubacar Sompare told AFP.

Local Media – Newspaper
Unity Party Wins Nimba County District #6 By-Election
(The Analyst, Heritage, The Inquirer, Daily Observer and The Informer)

•

•
•

The National Elections Commission yesterday declared the Unity Party candidate
Evans Koah, winner of the Nimba County District #6 By-election. Mr. Koah won the
run-off election with 71 percent of the valid votes cast over his rival, Paul Tuazanma
of the Liberia Action Party who garnered 28 percent of the total votes cast.
The Nimba County By-election brings to three the number of by-elections held since
the government came to power.
In the last by-election in Kakata, Margibi County, the Unity Party represented by its
candidate, Ben Fofana, lost to Mr. Sorsor Jallah of the opposition Congress for
Democratic Change while in another by-election in Rivercess County, the Unity Party
was declared the winner.

Government Announces Preliminary Budget of US$150 Million
(The Analyst, Heritage and Liberian Express)

•
•

The Government of Liberia yesterday announced a preliminary budget of US$150
million for 2007/2008, about 16 percent of the current budget.
Speaking to reporters, Budget Director Augustine Ngafuan said that the budget would
focus on the Government’s Interim Poverty Reduction Strategies designed to
consolidate peace, revitalize the agricultural sector, rebuild the economy and promote
good governance and the rule of law.

Publisher’s Lawyers Express Outrage as Activates Scorn Minister for “Sexual
Impropriety”
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(The Analyst, Heritage, The Inquirer, Daily Observer, The News, Liberian Express, The Informer, The
Monitor)

•

•

Lawyers representing the legal interest of The Independent Newspaper and its
publisher, Sam O. Dean, have expressed outraged over reported instructions issued
by the Government through the Liberia National Police declaring Mr. Dean as a
“fugitive” for publishing a photo depicting Presidential Affairs Minister Willis Knuckles
in an orgy with two ladies.
The lawyers, Attorneys Sayma Syrenius Cephas and Adolphus Karnuah, said they
were deeply troubled by reports that the government was hunting Mr. Dean, saying
that to single out their client for arrest and prosecution instead of Mr. Knuckles who
they claimed has intentionally patronized prostitution was unacceptable.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)
Ruling Party Wins Nimba County District By-Election
Government Begins Payment of Deactivated Security Personnel
• A circular released by the Ministry of Finance yesterday said that the Government, will
today, Thursday, commence the payment of three months salary arrears to
deactivated security officers and former Arm Forces of Liberia soldiers after they had
protested for the arrears.
Stray Chimpanzee Stalls Farming in Nimba County
• A Zoegeh District, Nimba County elder Tarpeh Yalou called on the Government and
other conservationists to take steps to immediately evict from the area, a strayed
Guinean Baboon which was on the rampage and has already killed a child.
• Elder Yalou told Radio Veritas that human movement, farming and other sustainable
activities in the area have been stalled by the presence of the animal.
• But Nimba County Representative Willie Saywah Dona who visited the District also
told the station that the issue of the Baboon being in the District was illusive.
Government Announces Preliminary Budget of US$150 Million
• The Government of Liberia yesterday announced a preliminary budget of US$150
million for 2007/2008, about 16 percent of the current budget.
• Speaking to reporters, Budget Director Augustine Ngafuan said that the budget would
focus on the Government’s Interim Poverty Reduction Strategies designed to
consolidate peace, revitalize the agricultural sector, rebuild the economy and promote
good governance and the rule of law.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Women Rights Advocates Scorn Minister for Indecent Sex
• The Women in Peace-building Network (WIPNET) yesterday scorned State for
Presidential Affairs Minister, Willis Knuckles for his part in an indecent sexual act with
two women and described it as “sexual exploitation of Liberian Women”. The group
called on the Government to probe the act and ask Mr. Knuckles to resign if he was
found guilty.
• Also, WIPNET condemned the publication and circulation of the photograph involving
Mr. Knuckles in the unwholesome sexual act.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Ruling Party Sympathizes with Minister in Sex Scandal
• The National Chairman of the ruling Unity Party (UP), Dr. Charles Clarke said that the
UP was in sympathy with State and Presidential Affairs Minister, Willis Knuckles in the
sex scandal allegedly involving him and two other women and added that the
reported scandal was disturbing because it was being politicized. He described Mr.

Knuckles as a “fine gentleman” whose entire future must not be determined by the
scandal.
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(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Star Radio (News culled from website today at 09:00 am)
Agriculture Ministry Empowers the Blind
• The Ministry of Agriculture yesterday empowered the Christian Association of the
Blind (CAB) with the donation of farming tools to enhance its agriculture project along
the Roberts International Airport highway.
• Deputy Agriculture Minister, Lorpu Kandakai lauded members of the CAB for
undertaking the project and urged other disabled people to emulate the example of
CAB.
• CAB Executive Director Beyan Kota commended the Ministry for the donation which
included cutlasses, wheelbarrows and shovels.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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Voice of America
Thursday, 22 February 2007
Guineans Suffer Under Military Rule While Strike Lingers
By Nico Colombant
Dakar

Union leaders in Guinea are pursuing a strike that began in early January, demanding that longtime President Lansane Conte name a consensus prime minister. Meanwhile, the government is
maintaining a state of emergency the president says is needed to prevent a civil war. Meanwhile,
Guineans in the capital, Conakry, say they are suffering under military rule. VOA's Nico
Colombant has more from Dakar, with on the scene reporting by Tatiana Mossot in Conakry.
Helicopters hover in the sky.
Soldiers patrol neighborhoods of the capital.
The head of the army appears on state television telling citizens
what they can and cannot do.
Residents in courtyards, like More Kamara, his right eye
gashed, tell horror stories. He says, a group of soldiers bashed
his eye with their riffle butts when he was trying to get water
Soldiers man a checkpoint
from an outdoor pump at night, violating the curfew. He says
separating the city center from the
soldiers do not seem to be in Guinea to protect the people
suburbs in Conakry, Guinea, 20 Feb
anymore, but to protect the interests of President Conte and his
2007
government.
Human Rights Watch says security forces have committed numerous abuses, including beating
and shooting people and rape.
The top union leader, Radiatou Serah Diallo, accuses soldiers of raping women at night, and says
this must stop. She says the government needs to make more effort and to show more compassion
to put an end to the crisis.
More than 100 people have been killed in the unrest, while many more have been wounded.
At this ward at the main hospital, a wounded young man, who prefers to remain unnamed, says
Guineans want change. He says they are tired of poverty and crumbling government services, and
that is why they are protesting. He was shot through the leg into his knee. He says he is ready to
sacrifice himself for the future of his country.
If Mr. Conte does not leave power, he says, he will go back out on the streets to protest.
Small markets are starting to reopen, but prices for basic goods have gone up.
Mediators from the regional grouping ECOWAS are preparing to send a new team to Conakry,
while the United Nations is also trying to prepare a mission to help defuse tensions.
For these young Guineans, toiling around a destroyed gas station, it seems the strike has caused
more hardship and more deterioration.

