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Special Court for Sierra Leone
Press and Public Affairs Office

PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 23 February 2007
Special Court President Orders Inquiry into Death of Hinga Norman
The President of the Special Court, Justice George Gelaga-King, today ordered an inquiry into the
death of indictee Sam Hinga Norman.
The order was issued pursuant to Rule 22 of the Rules of Detention, which allows the President to
order an inquiry into the circumstances surrounding the death of any detainee.
The inquiry will be headed by Appeals Court Justice Renate Winter of Austria.
Mr. Norman died on Thursday at the Hospital Aristide Le Dantec, a military hospital in Dakar
Senegal. His death came two weeks after he received medical treatment which, although
considered routine, is unavailable in Sierra Leone. The procedure was performed successfully,
and Mr. Norman had been receiving post-operative care.
#END
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Special Court for Sierra Leone
Defence Office

PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 23 February 2007
Special Court Principal Defender Regrets the Death of Samuel Hinga Norman
Statement Attributable to Principal Defender Vincent O. Nmehielle
The Defence Office of the Special Court for Sierra Leone was informed yesterday that Chief
Samuel Hinga Norman, a CDF indictee at the Special Court for Sierra Leone passed away at
11:15 am in Dakar, Senegal where he was recuperating from surgery.
Chief Norman, former Deputy Defence Minister and later Minister of Internal Affairs, was
indicted on 7 March 2003 on an 8-count indictment for crimes against humanity, violations of
Article 3 common to the Geneva Conventions and of Additional Protocol II and other serious
violations of international humanitarian law.
Chief Norman had been experiencing health problems that were not life-threatening but needed
treatment. As result, he was taken to the L’Hopital Aristide Le Dantec (a military hospital) in
Dakar, Senegal on 17 January where he successfully underwent a medical procedure. Chief
Norman had been in good spirits after the surgery until 22 February when he collapsed at about
10:55 am. Efforts to resuscitate him failed and he passed away at about 11.15 am.
Chief Norman was a great friend of the Defence Office in its duties to facilitate and ensure the
rights of accused persons before the Special Court. His death therefore is a tragedy not only to the
bereaved family but also to the Special Court and in some particular way to the Defence Office.
We express our sympathy to the bereaved family and friends with whom we share this loss. The
Defence Office is closely working with the Registry in all the arrangements to deal with this
tragedy.
#END
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BBC Newsnight
Thursday, 22 February 2007
A former Defence Minister in Sierra Leone, Sam Hinga Norman, has died in custody at the age of 67. Now
he was indicted for murder and terrorism by the UN war crimes tribunal in Sierra Leone for his role in
leading a paramilitary force which fought on the government’s side, fighting against rebel in the conflict
there around a decade ago. Now some Sierra Leoneans thought he should never have been imprisoned, and
that is also the view of a former British ambassador to Sierra Leone, Peter Penfold, who told the Special
Court when he gave evidence to it, “I feel, like many others, Norman is a hero, not a war criminal, and I
believe the indictment here is a grave injustice”. Well I’ve been speaking to Peter Penfold, and asked him
to explain his view.
PENFOLD: When the coup took place in 1997 he was the one minister who stayed in the country when the
president and others had to flee. He tried to organize a resistance against the coup. We had to hide him for
four days in the lift shaft of a hotel because he was the one person all the rebel soldiers were after. We
managed to get him out on a US warship. Then he came back in on behest of the government to organize
the civil resistance against the notorious rebels and the rebel army – the one person who was doing that.
So you think basically he stood up for law and order in Sierra Leone?
PENFOLD: Undoubtedly, and for peace and democracy. He was very committed to democracy. He was
very committed to see the restoration of the legally democratically-elected government of President
Kabbah. I mean at one stage it could be said he was probably one of the most powerful people in Sierra
Leone if, for example, he’d wanted to take over the country he could have, but he was so committed to
democracy and the restoration of law and order that he fought for the restoration of President Kabbah’s
government.
The indictment against him, though, makes pretty grim reading, accusing fighters allegedly under his
control of human sacrifice, of cannibalism even.
PENFOLD: You have to remember what the situation was. You were dealing with a bunch of thugs and
killers called the RUF under this messianic megalomaniac called Foday Sankoh who were going around
terrorizing people, they were chopping off arms and legs, killing people, killing women and children,
raping, looting, pillaging, and it was the civil militia – because there was no police force, there was no
army to protect them – who organized resistance. Now when these thugs and killers come to your village
you can’t just wag a finger at them and say “uh uh, that’s against human rights”. You have to a certain
extent fight fire with fire. So I don’t think, no one ever denied that maybe there were one or two excesses
committed by the civil militia in defence of their positions. But that was totally different from saying that
this was an organized policy orchestrated by Chief Norman who in any effect was not the person totally in
charge of the civil militia. That leadership went all the way up to the president himself. They were fighting
on his behalf.
And you spoke to the family today I think, so can you just tell us what you know about how he died in
prison?
PENFOLD: Well I was talking to many members of the family. He has family both in Freetown and here
in the UK. I mean they’re obviously sort of shocked and devastated by the news. It’s very unexpected and,
you know, I share those feelings and the anger as well. I mean as I’ve just been saying, here’s a person
who was a hero, and there is this hero who spent the last four years of his life incarcerated in a prison. And
then he dies in rather peculiar circumstances it seems to me far away, not even in Sierra Leone, not even in
UK, away from his family and friends apart from just one member of the family who was with him when
he died. I still find it very strange to understand what has happened. I spoke to him just a couple of days
ago. I speak to Chief Norman regularly. He had had an operation [redacted]. Last week that operation had
gone perfectly well. Everybody had reported a success as indeed Chief Norman had. Last night I know for
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example that there he was watching football in his cell, very happy and content. And then this morning
there he suddenly gets on his bed, he faints and he dies.
Do you suspect foul play?
PENFOLD: I can’t say that because I don’t know specifically, but it does seem to me that certainly the
medical attention that was being given to him was not good enough.
That was Peter Penfold, former British ambassador to Sierra Leone. We’re joined now by the Prosecutor
for the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Stephen Rapp. Well you know that is a senior person, a former
ambassador saying really what is quite unusual to hear from such a person, that he doesn’t think the
medical facilities being laid on by you guys was good enough. What do you say to that?
RAPP: Well the medical facilities were arranged with great effort over a period of several months,
attempting to find a country that would accept Hinga Norman and another accused. Senegal agreed to
accept him and to provide the medical treatment, and they’re a military hospital – the same facility used
for military officers and senior government officers in Senegal. Certainly the most up to date facility in
West Africa. And as the ambassador has indicated, the operation itself, which he indicated was a
[redacted], which is true, went well, and the recovery was going well. And today Chief Norman, who’s 67
years old, died of heart failure. This is very regrettable. We’re in a state of shock. We wanted justice done
in this case for the people of Sierra Leone, for the victims of the crimes committed in this country, and for
Chief Norman. And what’s happened with his death is denied that opportunity. Now he was tried with two
other individuals, allegedly very close subordinates, of him and the CDF force, and the Judges will render
a verdict, a judgment in regard to their two cases, some of which involve allegations of a common criminal
enterprise or joint criminal enterprise with Chief Norman, so there’ll be some light drawn on these events,
but it cannot be a judgment that will directly determine the guilt or innocence of Chief Norman, and that is
a tragedy.
Well let me just put the main point being put by Peter Penfold to you, that you basically have got the
wrong person – that Norman served his country with bravery in the face of a vicious rebel campaign and
that most Sierra Leoneans are grateful for what he did.
RAPP: Well you know whenever the world has had to deal with these situations of alleged atrocities
committed during civil or international conflicts, there’s often the allegation that what you have is
“victor’s justice” – that the side that wins, their crimes are brushed under the carpet…
Yeah, I think precisely the point is…
RAPP: …(two speaking together) they’re indicted. In this case my predecessor took the evidence, heard
the witnesses, presented indictments against both sides in the conflict. And evidence came forth, public
evidence, during the course of this trial, tested by Chief Norman’s attorneys and others that were codefendants with him, indicating that you speak of fighting fire with fire, if one side is engaged in terrorism,
murder of civilians, ritual killing, utilization of child soldiers, that does not justify anyone in a civil
conflict – particularly a person of the maturity and experience of Chief Norman…
Okay.
RAPP: …in authorizing, condoning, ordering the same kind of acts on his side.
Stephen Rapp, thank you very much. That’s the Prosecutor for the Special Court in Sierra Leone.

Transcribed by the Public Affairs Office.
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Voice of America
Monday, 26 February 2007

Sierra Leone Court to Investigate Militia Suspect's Sudden Death
By Howard Lesser
Washington, DC
The death of a reputed leader of Sierra Leone’s Kamajor militia just days before a verdict was to
be rendered at his two-and-a-half year long trial has drawn expressions of regret from the Special
Court for Sierra Leone. Court spokesman Yves Sorokabi says that militia chief Sam Hinga
Norman’s death Thursday at a Senegalese military hospital of an apparent heart attack was
unexpected.
“His death was, from what we understand, probably a heart attack, and it took everybody by
surprise, including the court officials who were accompanying him to Dakar,” said Sorokabi.
On January 17, representatives of the UN-backed court transported Norman to Senegal to undergo
what was described as routine hip surgery. Relatives, supporters, and human rights groups in
Senegal questioned his transfer and the status of his detention in Senegal. But Norman, who had
served as Internal Affairs Minister until the time of his arrest, underwent a successful operation
on February 8, and was said to be recovering without complications.
“Mr. Norman was being held in all the best conditions provided under international law. His
defense team never questions the conditions of his detention. He had access to the best medical
facilities, and professionals that the court could provide,” said Sorokabi.
The Court representative vowed to forego any speculation about the sudden death until a full
autopsy and medical report are conducted. During Sierra Leone’s civil conflict in the 1990’s,
Sam Hinga Norman reportedly assumed leadership of a pro-government civil defense militia
made up of traditional Kamajor hunters, supporting President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah against
rebels of Sierra Leone’s Revolutionary United Front (RUF). In June, 2004, Norman was charged
on eight counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity for having recruited and trained child
fighters younger than 15 years of age for attacks civilians suspected of collaborating with the
RUF.
“Mr. Norman was prosecuted under the legal theory of common responsibility under the
accusation that he was the leader of the militia that is documented to have killed very many
people. Under common responsibility, now that Mr. Norman as number one of that unit is no
longer here, the Court will have to determine whether or not it wants to pursue the case of
perceived leaders of that militia. Whether or not, it may be advisable for the Court to consider
dropping the case altogether. Now, whatever the court decides to do, it still has to establish what
happens for the sake of the victims and for the sake of the survivors,” said Sorokabi.
Sam Hinga Norman joins former RUF commanders Foday Sankoh and Sam Bockarie as suspects
who have died before facing a court verdict. The fate of a fourth Special Court suspect, coup
leader Johnny Paul Koroma, who disappeared years ago and has not been heard from since, is
also uncertain.
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Voice of America
Monday, 26 February 2007

Interview with Yves Sorokobi, Spokesman for the UN Secretary-General
YVES SOROKOBI: We understand from the Court that the procedure that he underwent on
February 8 were routine procedures that all went very well and there were no reported
complications. In fact, Mr. Norman appeared to be on the up to the point that the Court had
scheduled to have a verdict in this case shortly.
You see his death was, from what we understand, probably a heart attack, and it took everybody
by surprise, including the Court officials that were accompanying him to Dakar.
Mr. Norman was held in all the best conditions provided under international law. His Defence
team never questions the condition of his detention. He had access to the best medical facilities
and professionals that the Court could provide, and whether this had a psychological effect that
may have reverberated into an actual medical condition, that’s a hypothetical road we will refrain
from going down until we have the full autopsy and the full medical report on what might have
caused what seemed to be a fatal heart attack. We should probably not speculate on that.
HOWARD LESSER: Where does the Court proceed from here now that the figure charged is no
longer with us?
SOROKOBI: Well, Mr. Norman was prosecuted under a legal theory of command responsibility
under the accusation that he was the leader of a militia that is documented to have killed very
many people. Under command responsibility, now that Mr. Norman is no longer one of that unit,
he is no longer here, the Court will have to determine whether or not he wants to pursue the case
against other perceived leaders of that militia, and whether or not it may be advisable for the
Court to consider dropping the case altogether. Now whatever the Court decides to do, it still has
to establish what happened for the sake of the victims and for the sake of the survivors of that
event that took place during the civil war that are believed to have been caused by the CDF militia
which Mr. Norman was supposedly the leader. That work is still going on. The historical
documentation of war crimes and crimes against humanity is also part of the mandate of the
Court. We may not have an accused now to sentence or to acquit, but we still have the
responsibility toward the victims of the conflict.
LESSER: How close has the Special Court come to a verdict in the case at this point?
SOROKOBI: We understand from the Court that it was very close. We’ve had a press release that
the Court put out saying that it could have been any day now, It is very unfortunate that
somebody who is widely suspected, in fact has been convicted, of having committed horrendous
crimes that the Court has determined were crimes against humanity and war crimes could escape
final judgment. We certainly share the pain of his relatives and family, but the victims of that
conflict would not have any sense that justice has been done, which is very unfortunate.
The death of Mr. Norman technically, should the trial continue, would make it a trial in absentia
which goes against the statute of the Court, so very likely the case would be dropped altogether.
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The Analyst (Monrovia)
Friday, 23 February 2007
http://allafrica.com/stories/200702230893.html
Sierra Leone: Victims of International Justice
Great Britain and other members of the United Nations Security Council, in 2002, established a
hybrid Special International Court for Sierra Leone with the acquiescence and active participation
of that country. The court is fashioned after the International Criminal Court with the mandate to
deliver justice in order to eradicate the culture of impunity and to send home the message that
even war has limits.
But more than three years on and with a bankroll running into millions of U.S. dollars, the court is
yet to hand down a verdict. But it is progressively claiming victims: first Foday Sankoh of the
rebel Revolutionary United Front of Sierra Leone (RUF) and now Hinga Norman.
Norman commanded what some critics described as the "vicious pro-government Kamajoh rebel
movement" known officially as the Civil Defence Militia.
Added to Milosevic's 'suicide' in a Hague jail cell last year, many see a pattern of tele-guided
jungle justice forming and are worried over the fate of the remaining inmates.
The Analyst Staff Writer has been looking at circumstances leading to the Special Court's newest
death-in-detention.
The Press and Public Affairs Office of the Special Court for Sierra Leone announced in Freetown
that indictee Sam Hinga Norman died, yesterday, at a military hospital in Dakar, Senegal.
Mr. Norman's death while awaiting court verdict into the role allegedly played in Sierra Leone's
war excesses brings to two the number of persons known to have died in jail under similar
circumstances.
The first to die under mysterious circumstances while awaiting justice in the detention facilities of
the Special Court was Corporal Foday Sankoh.
Corporal Sankoh commanded the rebel RUF that is blamed largely for the dismemberment,
disembowelment, raping, kidnapping, and decapitation of thousands of Sierra Leone's hapless
villagers running from violence during a decade-long warfare.
"It is with deep regret that the Special Court for Sierra Leone announces the death of former
Sierra Leone Internal Affairs Minister Sam Hinga Norman, who was on trial before the Special
Court for Sierra Leone," the Press and Public Affairs Office of the Special Court said in dispatch
yesterday.
Mr. Norman and another Special Court detainee were taken to Dakar on 17 January for medical
procedures which were considered routine, but which were unavailable in Sierra Leone.
"Those procedures were performed on Thursday, 8 February, without complication. At 10:55 this
morning Mr. Norman collapsed and, despite attempts to revive him, was pronounced dead at
about 11:15," the dispatch noted further.
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It said the initial indications were that Mr. Norman suffered heart failure during post-operative
care.
"[Special Court] Registrar Lovemore Munlo, has ordered an independent investigation by
international medical experts to determine the exact cause of death," the dispatch said and added
that the Registrar informed family members early yesterday afternoon and expressed his deep
personal regret at their loss.
Mr. Norman had been charged with 8 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity
stemming from acts allegedly carried out by the Civil Defence Militia he headed during Sierra
Leone's decade-long civil conflict.
His job, which some say was bankrolled by the government of the incumbent Ahmed Tijan
Kabbah, was to coordinate the pro-government Civil Defense Forces (CDF) militia, known as
Kamajoh, during the former British colony's 1991-2002 civil war.
Like his bitter battlefield rival Cpl Foday Sankoh, Norman had maintained his innocence
throughout the trial, which began in June 2004. But he died just before the verdict currently
pending before the Trial Chamber was due to be handed down within a week.
The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the
government of Sierra Leone. It is mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest
responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30 November 1996.
To date, the Prosecutor has indicted eleven persons on various charges of war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and other serious violations of international humanitarian law.
The indictment against Hinga Norman and two CDF co-defendants said members of the militia
practiced human sacrifice and cannibalism during Sierra Leone's war, a brutal conflict in which
rebel fighters chopped off civilians' limbs.
The court's highest-profile indictee, former president of neighboring Liberia Charles Taylor, has
been sent to a special sitting of the court in The Hague to faces war crimes charges linked to his
support for rebels during the war.
Others blamed for ordering massive war excesses during Sierra Leone's war, including Sam Boukarie and
Johnny Paul Koromah, never had the courtesy of a court trial.
They were reportedly compromised by former mentors amongst whom, reports say is the former president
of Liberia and now ICC inmate Charles Taylor, in order to hide evidence.
With what appears to be serial deaths in prison facilities run by the ICC and the SLSC, many are worried
that the international system of justice once considered summary-justice proof is sliding into a scenario of
death chambers.
Relatives and defense counsels of the ten known indictees currently awaiting justice within the walls of
Freetown Special Court's maximum security detention facilities are worried that their kin or clients may
never get the benefit of international justice, lest to talk about getting out alive.
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This sentiment is especially high amongst the legal defense team of Mr. Taylor. The head of Mr. Taylor's
legal team, Mr. Karim Khan, told a press conference in Monrovia recently that the team was worried about
the condition in jail and fair trial for its client.
"It is time Liberians engage the process through scrutiny to make sure that the former president is given his
rights in court," the British lawyer said during campaigns to recruit investigators who will help with
information to enable them to adequately get ready for the proceedings.
Earlier, some members of Taylor's counsels issued a joint statement with the Association for the Legal
Defense of Mr. Taylor alleging that Mr. Taylor's condition at The Hague detention facilities were below
expectation.
They complained of delayed meals, less contacts with family members, and media publicity that ran
against the legal interest of Mr. Taylor and concluded that he may not get fair trial.
It is clear that Yugoslavia's Milosevic committed suicide in his ICC cell, but with the deaths if Sankoh and
Norman under baffling medical circumstances, critics say, it is frightening that international justice is
claiming victims when it should be delivery speedy justice.
If the pattern critics are suspecting becomes the case, analysts say, submitting to such courts is to submit to
Mafioso-style jungle justice or to knowingly walk into a deathtrap.
"But can any one indictee raise that argument and win?" is the question on the lips of many who are
worried over the next victim of the lapses of the international justice process.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 23 February 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Kagame, Sirleaf Discuss Bilateral Ties
Kigali, Feb 23, 2007 (The New Times/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --President Paul
Kagame has promised to fully support Liberia in her reconstruction endeavors. Addressing
journalists shortly after President Kagame met with a visiting Liberian delegation led by
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf on February 21 at Village Urugwiro, Foreign Affairs minister
Dr Charles Murigande said the President briefed the delegation about Rwanda's postgenocide reconstruction, 13 years after the 1994 Genocide, and how Liberia could borrow a
leaf from the achievements registered.

Liberia President, Mrs. Blair Jet in for Summit
Kigali, Feb 22, 2007 (The New Times/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX)
--Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and Cherie Booth Blair, the wife of
UK Prime Minister Tony Blair, arrived in Kigali yesterday for the International
Women Parliamentarians' Conference. The Liberian President was received at
Kanombe International Airport by President Paul Kagame and Prime Minister
Bernard Makuza, among other dignitaries.

International Clips on West Africa

Guinea parliament rejects prolonging martial law
CONAKRY, Feb 23 (Reuters) - Guinea's parliament on Friday refused a request from
President Lansana Conte to extend martial law in a rare act of defiance against his autocratic
rule over the West African country. The period of martial law, imposed nationwide 11 days
ago to quell violent protests accompanying a general strike, was due to expire later on
Friday, but the president had asked the National Assembly to prolong it, citing security
concerns.

Guinea strike floors currency, hits gov't revenues
CONAKRY, Feb 23 (Reuters) - Martial law and a nationwide general strike have floored
Guinea's fragile franc currency, sending prices soaring and threatening to punch a big hole in
government finances, economists said on Friday. As Guinea's second general strike this year
entered its 12th day, with shops and businesses shuttered, the U.S. dollar climbed ever
higher on "Wall Street" -- the potholed Conakry thoroughfare which serves as the currency
black market.
AP February 23, 2007

Sierra Leone War Crimes Defendant Dies
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FREETOWN, Sierra Leone_Sam Hinga Norman, a former government minister on trial for
allegedly overseeing a militia accused of torturing and mutilating civilians during Sierra
Leone's decade-long civil war, died Thursday at a Senegalese hospital, a court statement
said.

War Crimes Indictee's Death is Blow to Special Court
Dakar, Feb 22, 2007 (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks/All Africa
Global Media via COMTEX) --Sam Hinga Norman, the leader of the local civil
defence militia that helped defeat the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF)
during the 1991 to 2001 civil war but who was later indicted by the UN-backed
court in Sierra Leone, has died.

Local Media – Newspaper
Journalists Call for Dismissal of Minister
(The Informer, The Analyst, The News and Heritage)

•

•

In a statement issued in Monrovia yesterday, the Press Union of Liberia announced
the suspension for three months, the membership of The Independent newspaper for
publishing in its February 20 edition an obscene photograph of State and Presidential
Affairs Minister Willis Knuckles in a sex orgy with two women and imposed a fine of
2,500 Liberian dollars on the Catholic-run Radio for vividly describing the sex orgy in
its broadcasts.
In a press statement today, 23 February, the Station acknowledged that it committed
ethical transgression and attributed the error to a “slapdash gate-keeping regime” on
the night of Tuesday February 20, 2007 when the news items were being compiled.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Journalists Call for Dismissal of Minister
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Some Lawmakers Demand Resignation of Acting House Speaker
• Quoting legislative sources, Radio Veritas said that some members of the House of
Representatives are demanding Acting Speaker, Tokpah Mulbah to resign or face a
vote of no confidence.
• The source however said, Deputy Speaker Mulbah who has been acting following the
resignation of former Speaker Snowe appears not willing to leave the position.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Truth Commission Assesses Operations
• In an interview, the Chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Counsellor
Jerome Verdier said why statement takers are yet to go back on the field, the
commission is engaged in a mid term review and assessment of its operations with its
partners to enhanced a more sustainable TRC in Liberia.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Justice Minister Recommends Electoral Tax System
• Speaking at a one day electoral law reform forum, Justice Minister Counsellor Frances
Johnson-Morris recommended that government introduce an electoral tax system to
support the work of the National Elections Commission.
• The forum held under the theme: “Consolidating the Gains and Making further
Improvement in the Democratization Process through Elections” is considering the
amendment of various constitutional provisions with respect to the holding of
elections.
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(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Star Radio (News culled from websites today at 8:30 am)
Health Ministry official warn against stigmatizing HIV/AIDS patients
• Speaking at the start of a capacity-building workshop, the National Coordinator for
People Living with HIV/AIDS at the Ministry of Health, Mr. Prince Kun called for people
with HIV/AIDS not to be stigmatized or discriminated against but given hope and a
sense of belonging.
• The workshop is organized by the National Aids Control Program with support from
the Global Fund and the UNDP.

****

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board
or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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Press Release, 24 February 2007

UNMIL/PIO/PR/19

UN envoys highlights progress in Liberia but cautions against complacency
Harbel, Liberia – The UN envoy in Liberia, Mr.
Alan Doss, has commended Liberia for the
tremendous progress the country has witnessed since
the start of the UN peace mission in the country in
2003, but cautioned against complacency. The UN
Secretary-General’s Special Representative in
Liberia was speaking at a ceremony at the Roberts
International Airport, about 45 kilometres outside
Monrovia, during which 301 officers of the
Ukrainian Aviation Unit were honoured with UN
medals for their contribution to the UN peace
mission in Liberia.

Mr. Doss congratulates a Ukrainian officer

“Through the efforts of the democratically-elected government and the international community, Liberia is
now on the path to recovery after years of conflict and violence”, he observed, but warned that “outbursts
of violent public disorder and troubles in neighbouring countries must not be allowed to undermine the
consolidation of the peace in Liberia”. Mr. Doss stressed that UNMIL will remain vigilant to ensure that
security conditions enable the government to move ahead with its programme of national reform and
renewal.
The UN Envoy commended the Ukrainian Aviation Unit in UNMIL for their dedication and
professionalism. “The helicopter gunships that this unit manages, provide a critical and unique armed
capability for the peacekeepers of this mission” adding that “our blue helmets know they can rely on this
overhead support for border patrols and in times of crisis”. Mr. Doss noted that the Ukrainian Aviation
Unit also provided transport and cargo airlifts and undertaken medical evacuation missions across Liberia.
The UN envoy urged the peacekeepers to abide strictly
by the Secretary-General’s policy of zero tolerance of
sexual abuse and exploitation, calling on commanders
and officers to lead by example to get the message
across to all their troops.

Mr. Doss inspects Ukrainian officers on parade

The occasion was held on Ukraine’s “Defender of the
Motherland Day”, a day on which Ukrainian military
and war veterans are remembered and honoured.
Among the dignitaries present at the medal-awarding
ceremony were UNMIL Deputy Force Commander
Major-General Mohammed Tahir and Ukrainian
Contingent Commander Colonel Shluharchuk Taras.
******
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Guinea unions 'call off strike'
Trade union leaders in Guinea say they
will suspend a long-running general
strike after President Lansana Conte
agreed to replace his prime minister.
The new PM is to be chosen from a list
compiled by unions and the opposition.
The strike began more than six weeks ago,
as unions demanded the appointment of an
independent prime minister to carry out
wide-ranging reforms.

The deal emerged after days of intense
negotiation

Since then, more than 100 demonstrators have been shot dead by the
security forces and martial law was imposed.
The deal to end the political crisis was struck after lengthy talks involving
the unions, the president and West African mediators.
A union negotiator, Ibrahima Fofana, told AP news agency that although the
strike would technically end at midnight on Sunday, Monday should be a
day of prayer devoted to all those who died in the strike-related violence.
According to a statement read out by regional negotiator Mohamed Ibn
Chambas, the unions "have decided to suspend the strike call across the
whole national territory and they urge workers to go back to work on
Tuesday, 27 February."
Guinea's parliament voted on Friday to reject the president's request for an
extension of martial law.

