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Christian Monitor
Monday, 26 February 2007
Editorial
http://www.christian-monitor.org/cms/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=351&Itemid=39
Outrage: Prosecutor Says No Verdict on Norman
Family and friends of late Chief Hinga Norman have expressed outrage following the announcement by
the prosecutor of the Special Court that Norman’s case will be closed and judgment cancelled. Stephen
Rapp said Norman’s death last week means that there will not be a judgment issued by the Trial Chamber
in his case.
A friend of the family said it is injustice and it makes mockery of international law. It is a wrong not only
to the late man but the entire family he left behind and all those members of the Civil Defence Forces
(CDF), who felt they were fighting a just cause.’
The former British High Commissioner to Sierra Leone Peter Penfold, who is a known critic of the Special
Court said, Norman’s “arrest and incarceration for the past 4 years by the UN's Special War Crimes Court
has been a grave injustice. His death, in peculiar circumstances, is not only a great loss to his family, his
friends, and his country, but also a tragedy for all those who not only talk about peace and democracy but
are prepared to fight and die for these causes”.
According to the spokesman of the court, the decision not to issue a judgement would be determined by
the judges of the Trial Chamber possibly next week and it is not the decision of the prosecutor nor should
he pre-empt the Judges ruling on the matter. However, Peter Andersen said, there is the ‘likelihood’ that
the judges may withhold and not issue a judgement on the matter in which both the defence and the
prosecution have concluded their testimonies and final submissions.
In his statement, Rapp said ‘all parties to this case deserved to see a verdict rendered’ and that Norman’s
death ‘means that the people of Sierra Leone are deprived of their right to see justice done in an important
and high-profile case before the Special Court. Our mission, our pledge and our duty has been and remains
to bring justice to those who bear the greatest responsibility for the terrible atrocities suffered by the
people of Sierra Leone. When an Accused dies before judgment, then justice is denied’.
What and whose justice is this, a family friend questions. M. Kai Kai says a no-verdict decision is not
satisfactory to anybody, a statement which the court spokesman agrees with. Anderson said a verdict
would bring closure to the matter, for the court and the family as well. Justice would be seen to have been
done even when the man is dead and gone. Consequently, a verdict whichever way it goes will be good
for the image of the court in its avowed responsibility to bring to justice to those who bear the greatest
responsibility for the 11-year war.
The Prosecutor indicted Hinga Norman in March 2003 with eight counts of war crimes and crimes against
humanity stemming from acts allegedly carried out by forces under his command during Sierra Leone’s
civil conflict and since then has kept him in detention till his death last.
As Martin Luther King Jr. once said, injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere’. It is in this
spirit that friends and family members as well as those who not only talk about peace and democracy but
are prepared to fight and die for those causes, call for and request a verdict from the Trial Chamber on the
case of the late Chief Hinga Norman. The alternative as suggested by the prosecutor is a tragedy and a
travesty of justice; of international justice.
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Voice of America
Tuesday, 27 February 2007
Autopsy and Inquest Set for Sierra Leone Kamajor Leader Chief Sam Hinga Norman
By Joe De capua
Washington
The Special Court for Sierra Leone has promised there will be an autopsy soon to determine the
cause of death of Kamajor militia leader Sam Hinga Norman. Norman died while in Senegal for
routine medical treatment. He had been on trial for war crimes charges and crimes against
humanity.
Peter Andersen is the spokesman for the special court. From Freetown, he spoke to VOA English
to Africa Service reporter Joe De Capua about the pending autopsy, which may be done on
Wednesday.
“The registrar, even on Thursday, the day that Chief Norman died, ordered an autopsy, an inquest,
in fact, to take place. And we’re going to do that as soon as possible, as soon as logistically
possible, because it means that some of the pathologists and doctors have to be taken to Dakar,”
he says.
Andersen adds, “The immediate cause of death, as we said, was that Chief Norman collapsed and
suffered heart failure. Now what caused him to collapse and what caused the heart failure is what
we have to find out. So, it’s better to wait until the experts have looked, rather than to speculate.
And so, after the autopsy has been performed, after the inquest, then we’ll know. And when we
know, the family will know as well.”
Asked what happens next, since a verdict was pending in Norman’s trial, the special court
spokesman says, “What is probably going to happen is that the judges are going to review that
and they would have the discretion to remove it so that there would never be a verdict now.
That’s what the prosecutor, in fact, has suggested would happen. There’s not a specific rule for
taking care of that, but in other tribunals that’s been done under general rule, which gives the
judges the powers to do things in cases like this.”
Because Chief Norman had been the head of the Kamajors, his trial was considered somewhat
sensitive. Andersen says, “Many people…thought that Chief Norman was a hero during the war.
So that trial probably has been watched with greater interest here in Sierra Leone than any other
of the trials so far. I think there are a lot of people who are rather emotional about this and that’s
only to be expected.”
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 26 February 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

UN praises Indian all-female peacekeeping unit in Liberia
New York, Feb 25 (PTI) The all-female police unit from India serving in Liberia
has come in for high praise for its peacekeeping mission in the country from a
United Nations envoy. "The work being done by the first all female unit ever to be assigned
to a UN mission shows the special contribution that women can make in maintaining
stability," said Alan Doss, Secretary-General's special envoy in the country. The United
Nations has been finding it very difficult to get all female units, essential in the light of
alleged rape cases and other abuses by peacekeepers.

International Clips on West Africa
AP 02/25/2007 11:48:18

Guinea Leader Agrees to Appoint New PM
ABOU BAKR

CONAKRY, Guinea_Guinea's president has agreed to appoint a new prime minister amenable
to the West African country's powerful union chiefs in an attempt to end a crippling strike
and simmering unrest that has killed scores of people this year. One of the country's two
main union chiefs, Rabiatou Serah Diallo, said Sunday that union official proposed five
names for the post and President Lansana Conte was expected to choose one of them.

Local Media – Newspaper
Rwandans Honour President Johnson-Sirleaf
(The Analyst)

•

•

•

President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and delegation returned to Liberia from a visit to
Rwanda during which she was honored by the Government of Rwanda for her
contribution to that Country following the genocide, 10 years ago. The ceremony
climaxed the 10th anniversary of the Rwandan Women Parliamentary Forum.
According to an Executive Mansion release, President Paul Kagame who received the
Liberian leader upon her arrival in Kigali hailed her for her proud and outstanding
leadership abilities exemplifying her as a true friend of Rwanda following the 1994
genocide.
The Forum was climaxed with a major international conference of women leaders
from the 5 continents of the world to celebrate Rwanda’s record of high female
representation in parliament.

Vice President Hosts Visiting French Petroleum Investors
(The News)

•

During a meeting with a visiting delegation of TOTAL Company, a Paris-based
petroleum giant, Vice President Joseph Boakai said that he was confident that
operations of the entity would buttress efforts at restoring confidence in the Liberian
economy and added that he was impressed with the activities of TOTAL in Africa and
hoped that it would invest in Liberia.

•
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TOTAL Executive Vice President for Africa Jean Dennis Rearer disclosed that the gas
company was currently constructing 20 filling stations in Liberia 7 of which would be
located in Monrovia and 13 elsewhere as a demonstration of its confidence in the
business climate and security of the Country.

UN Agencies Executive Boards Visit Liberia
(Liberian Express, The News and New Democrat)

•

•
•

A release issued in Monrovia said that the Executive Boards of the UNDP, UNICEF,
UNPF and WFP will arrive in Liberia on Sunday for a week-long visit to assess, at first
hand, how the agencies operate and deliver programme results at the national and
county levels.
Deputy Representative of the Secretary-General for Recovery and Governance, Mr.
Jordan Ryan said that the delegation’s visit was a wonderful achievement for the
entire UN family in Liberia.
Also, the Executive Board members would meet with President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf,
senior Government officials and officials from the Liberian private sector, the civil
society and UNMIL.

SRSG Doss Cautions UNMIL Indian Formed Police
(Public Agenda, Liberian Express, The Informer, Heritage and The Analyst)

•

•
•
•

During a visit with the all-female UNMIL Indian Formed Police Unit, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General, Mr. Alan Doss cautioned officers of the Unit
to be ready for incidents of public disorder at all times as they are usual in countries
emerging from long and violent civil wars.
Mr. Doss noted that one of UNMIL’s aims is to manage public order without resorting,
each time, to a military response and was confident that with the help of Liberians,
UNMIL could maintain a peaceful, stable and violence-free environment in Liberia.
Meanwhile, Mr. Doss warned that troubles in neighboring countries should not be
allowed to undermine the consolidation of the peace in Liberia because it was
achieved at a high price.
Mr. Doss issued the warning when he decorated officers of the Ukrainian Aviation Unit
for their contribution to UNMIL and assured that the Mission would remain vigilant to
ensure that security conditions enable the Government to carry out its programme of
national reform. He called on the peacekeepers to abide by the Secretary-General’s
Policy of Zero Tolerance for Sexual Exploitation and Abuse.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Rwandans Honour President Johnson-Sirleaf
Vice President Hosts Visiting French Petroleum Investors
UN Agencies Executive Boards Visit Liberia
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

SRSG Doss Cautions UNMIL Indian Formed Police
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

President Johnson-Sirleaf Hails Libyan Counterpart for Aid
• According to the Libyan News Agency, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, in a telephone
phone conversation, commended Libya for the assistance it rendered to the people of
Liberia including the donation of generators, tractors and agricultural equipment.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)
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BBC
Monday, 26 February 2007
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6399235.stm

Guinea PM named in strike deal

Guinea's President Lansana Conte has appointed a new
prime minister, bowing to trade-union demands after a
strike and violent protests.
Ex-diplomat Lansana Kouyate was chosen from a list
supplied by unions and the opposition after a deal at the
weekend.
He replaces Eugene Camara - a close aide to the
president whose appointment sparked weeks of unrest.

Lansana Kouyate was among the
figures favoured by the unions

The move came as Guineans attended commemoration services for the 110 people killed
in the violence.
Businesses, schools and government offices in Guinea remained closed on Monday.
'Constant pressure'
Trade unions wanted an independent prime minister to carry out reforms, and President
Lansana Conte agreed to end the crisis on Sunday.
Mr Kouyate is a former UN diplomat who one headed the Economic Union of West
African States (Ecowas), a regional bloc.
The deal was struck after lengthy talks involving the
unions, the president and West African mediators.
A union negotiator told AP news agency that although the
strike ended at midnight on Sunday, Monday would be a
day of prayer devoted to all those who died in the strikerelated violence.
According to a statement, the unions "decided to suspend
the strike call across the whole national territory and they
urge workers to go back to work on Tuesday, 27
February".

The deal emerged after days of intense
negotiation

Martial law was declared shortly after Mr Conte appointed Mr Camara as prime minister
on 9 February. This proved unpopular and unrest spread. Despite the deal, the unions
stressed the strike could still resume.
"We have to be careful and let him know the pressure is constant," opposition
spokesman Mamadou Ba told AFP news agency.
"He's not in the habit of letting his prime ministers do their job."
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BBC
Tuesday, 27 February 2007
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6399311.stm

Darfur war suspects to be named

Prosecutions linked to the conflict in Sudan's Darfur
region are set to move a step closer, as evidence is
presented to the International Criminal Court.
The chief prosecutor is expected to detail alleged war
crimes and give the Hague-based court a list of
suspects from the government and rebel sides.
Some 200,000 people have died since the Darfur
conflict erupted four years ago.

More than two million people have been
forced to flee their homes

Sudan's government rejects the ICC's authority, saying its own judicial system is
capable of trying suspects.
Denial
As well as thousands of deaths, Darfur has seen more than two million people flee
since the conflict began four years ago.
Numerous international reports and experts have directly linked the brutal activities of
the Arab Janjaweed militia to the central Sudanese government in Khartoum.
Our correspondent in the Sudanese capital, Jonah
Fisher, says that joint attacks on villages have been
well-documented and there is little doubt the militia
have been given weapons and vehicles to fight rebels.

We hope that the work of
the entire court will help to
ensure the end of impunity for
the crimes committed in
Darfur

But Sudan's President, Omar al-Bashir, denies
involvement and says the level of conflict in the region
has been greatly exaggerated by the US and the West.

Luis Moreno-Ocampo
ICC chief prosecutor

Chief prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo has spent two years examining evidence
gathered by a UN investigative team after the Security Council voted to forward him a
list of 51 names suspected of crimes against humanity.
Ending impunity
He said the crimes investigated included killings, tortures, rapes, looting, forced
displacement and persecution.
"We hope that the work of the entire court will help to ensure the end of impunity for
the crimes committed in Darfur," Mr Moreno-Ocampo told the BBC's Arabic Service.
"We also hope to contribute to the prevention of future crimes in the region," he
added.
After Mr Moreno-Ocampo has filed the evidence of alleged war crimes with the court,
its judges will have to decide whether to open an inquiry against the suspects with the
aim of issuing international arrest warrants.
The BBC's Fergal Keane, reporting from The Hague where the ICC is based, says the
presentation of evidence will be a highly significant moment in the Darfur crisis.
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But the announcement is likely to infuriate the government of Sudan which continues
to refuse to co-operate with the court.
As long as the current regime remains in power in Khartoum, our correspondent says,
there will be a problem with going ahead with prosecutions.
Human rights groups have also been critical of the investigation which was conducted
mostly outside Sudan due to security concerns.
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Reuters
Tuesday, 27 February 2007
ICC to Name Darfur War Suspects
AMSTERDAM, Netherlands (Reuters) -- The International Criminal Court's chief prosecutor will
name the first suspects accused of committing war crimes in Sudan's Darfur region on Tuesday
and human rights activists hope he will pursue senior figures.
Chief prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo is expected to submit to pre-trial judges evidence against
several individuals of war crimes and crimes against humanity to support arrest warrants or
summonses. He is due to hold a news conference at 1300 GMT.
Moreno-Ocampo said in December his investigators had found evidence of rape, torture, murder
and sexual violence in Darfur. His announcement will be closely watched to see if he charges
government figures as well as rebels.
"We eagerly await the prosecutor's recommendations for holding those responsible for the gravest
crimes fully accountable," said Sudanese human rights lawyer Osman Hummaida.
Experts say some 200,000 people have been killed and 2.5 million others driven from their homes
in Darfur since 2003, when rebels took up arms against the government, charging it with neglect.
Khartoum says about 9,000 people have died.
In March 2005, the U.N. Security Council asked the ICC to launch an investigation into the
violence in Darfur, which the United States has called genocide, a charge Khartoum denies.
"I hope the message that goes out from this action is that the days of absolute impunity that have
existed for horrific crimes committed in Darfur are coming to an end," said Richard Dicker of
New York-based Human Rights Watch.
U.N. and African Union observers blame pro-government militias, known as Janjaweed, for the
worst atrocities.
Jurisdiction issues
Sudan's Justice Minister Mohamed Ali al-Mardi was quoted as saying on Monday the ICC had no
jurisdiction over its nationals and it would not allow anybody, including rebels, to be tried outside
Sudan.
Sudanese media also reported Khartoum would put several people on trial next week, including
military personnel and paramilitary troops, for suspected involvement in attacks in Darfur.
Moreno-Ocampo has said he would examine whether Sudan's government is conducting its own
judicial proceedings over Darfur as the ICC is only supposed to prosecute when national courts
are unwilling or unable to act.
Rights groups say Khartoum's own investigations and tribunals for crimes in Darfur have been
largely for show.
Moreno-Ocampo has so far only charged rebels involved in conflicts in the Democratic Republic
of Congo and Uganda.
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Some analysts suggest Khartoum has resisted pressure to authorize a deployment of thousands
of U.N. peacekeepers to support a 7,000-strong African Union mission in Darfur because it fears
U.N. soldiers might be used to arrest ICC suspects.
The ICC, the world's first permanent war crimes court, started work in 2002 and is now supported
by 104 nations, although still not by big powers Russia, China and the United States. Washington
fiercely opposed the creation of the ICC, fearing it would be used for politically motivated
prosecutions of its citizens.
The Darfur case was seen as a turning point for the court as Washington refrained from blocking
the Security Council referral.
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Newsweek
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/17311798/site/newsweek/
Khmer Rouge Trials Turn to Farce
Thirty years on, the Khmer Rouge trials risk collapse.
By Erika Kinetz
Newsweek International
Nearly 10 years after the Cambodian government first asked for help setting up a court to try
leaders of the murderous Khmer Rouge regime, it has yet to hold a single hearing. Washington
refuses to fund the court on the ground that it's not up to international standards, and its
ambassador, Joseph Mussomeli, says, "no trial would be better than a trial that will be a farce."
The court's foreign and Cambodian judges are deadlocked over procedure, and the foreign judges
have threatened to walk out rather than participate in what they fear could become an exercise in
politics over justice.
It wasn't supposed to be this way. Since the Nuremberg tribunal after World War II, trials of
brutal leaders have slowly become more common and established a moderately positive record.
U.N. courts have convicted numerous individuals for the wars in the former Yugoslavia and the
Rwandan genocide. A hybrid court under local and international auspices is slowly getting off the
ground in Sierra Leone. But the Cambodia tribunal, also an experimental local-international
hybrid, has gone nowhere—denying justice to the almost 2 million victims of one of the 20th
century's worst acts of mass slaughter. Court insiders, who asked not to be identified for fear of
retribution, now give the tribunal a 50-50 chance of collapsing.
Part of the problem is that, unlike the U.N. courts, Cambodia's tribunal is, at the government's
insistence, mainly a national affair staffed mostly with Cambodian judges (though they are
supposed to be guided by international principles). Hans Corell, who led the U.N.'s effort to help
establish the court, says that he is "not at all convinced that this represents a good solution" to the
problem of achieving justice in a local context. There's a certain emotional logic to prosecuting
Cambodian crimes in Cambodia, and optimists hope a televised exercise in real justice will help
break the cycle of violence and impunity that haunts the nation.
But that outcome looks unlikely. Hun Sen's government seems interested in the trial only to the
extent it will vindicate its own anti-Khmer Rouge credentials—without dredging up awkward
facts, such as current officials' own Khmer Rouge ties or the support that China, now a close ally,
gave to the genocidal regime. The are other worrisome signs: one of the court's Cambodian
judges has admitted taking bribes, and another once sent an opposition politician to prison after a
one-day trial. An American watchdog group, the Open Society Justice Initiative, recently alleged
that employees of the court were being forced to pay kickbacks to government officials (a charge
Phnom Penh denies), and the U.N. is auditing the court's hiring of local staff. Sara Colm of
Human Rights Watch says the Cambodian government "got cold feet" when it realized that
working with foreign partners meant "it might not be able to control" the judicial process.
The government does look willing to let the trial proceed, albeit in a limited fashion. Part of Hun
Sen's legitimacy comes from the fact that his Vietnam-backed government held the Khmer Rouge
at bay during the 1980s even as the West backed remnants of the murderous regime. "Twenty
years ago we fought the Khmer Rouge, and no one supported us except a few friends," says Prak
Sokhon, the cabinet secretary. "Now the tribunal will show that [we were] right."
Even if it does move forward, however, it's unclear which kind of justice the court can deliver.
The key suspects are old and, like Pol Pot, rapidly dying off. And though surveys show most

42

Cambodians support the tribunal, what they really want to know is what happened to their
spouses and children. Moreover, traditional Cambodian justice usually involves simple
retribution, using lynch mobs or cash compensation. The court's Canadian co-prosecutor, Robert
Petit, maintains that no court can hope to deliver justice equal to the suffering of victims in such
cases. But if Cambodia's court is transparent, he says, it could establish an "incontrovertible
record about what happened."
Ideal or not, most agree that Cambodia's hybrid court is the country's last chance to exorcise its
demons—and that time is fast running out. French judge Marcel Lemonde says that if procedures
aren't adopted by this spring, it may, regrettably, be time to call it quits. International staffers are
nearing their wits' end: "Nobody came here to move paper around," says Petit. But that's as close
to justice as Cambodia is getting these days.
With Joe Cochrane
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United Nations News
Monday, 26 February 2007
UN World Court acquits Serbia of genocide in Bosnia; finds it guilty of inaction
26 February - The International Court of Justice (ICJ), the main United Nations judicial organ,
today overwhelmingly acquitted Serbia of committing genocide in Bosnia and Herzegovina
during the Balkan war of the 1990s, but found it guilty of failing to prevent genocide in the
massacre of more than 7,000 Bosnian Muslims in the town of Srebrenica.
At the same time the ICJ, also known as the World Court, rejected Bosnia’s request for payment
of reparations from Serbia, successor to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) of the 1990s,
for the worst massacre in Europe since World War II. The judgment, which is binding and not
open to appeal, called on Serbia to transfer Ratko Mladic and others indicted for genocide to the
UN International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), a separate judicial body
with a mandate to try individuals.
“The Court observes that the FRY was in a position of influence over the Bosnian Serbs who
devised and implemented the genocide in Srebrenica, owing to the strength of the political,
military and financial links between the FRY on the one hand and the Republika Srpska (the Serb
component of Bosnia and Herzegovina) and the VRS (Republika Srpska’s army) on the other,”
the Court ruled by 12 votes to 3.
“The Court further recalls that although it has not found that the information available to the
Belgrade authorities indicated, as a matter of certainty, that genocide was imminent, they could
hardly have been unaware of the serious risk of it.
“In the view of the Court, the Yugoslav federal authorities should have made the best efforts
within their power to try and prevent the tragic events then taking shape, whose scale might have
been surmised. Yet the Respondent has not shown that it took any initiative to prevent what
happened, or any action on its part to avert the atrocities which were committed” as required by
the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.
The court also found, by 14 to 1, that Serbia violated its obligations under the Convention by
having failed to transfer Mr. Mladic, indicted for genocide and complicity in genocide in
Srebrenica, for trial by the ICTY.
But on the overall charges brought by Bosnia, the Court ruled by 13 to 2 that Serbia had not
committed genocide, nor had it conspired, through its organs or persons whose acts engage its
responsibility under customary international law, in violation of its obligations under the
Convention. It found by 11 votes to 4 that Serbia had not been complicit in genocide.
While there is overwhelming evidence that massive killings throughout Bosnia and Herzegovina
were perpetrated during the conflict, the Court said it was not convinced that these were
accompanied by “the specific intent on the part of the perpetrators to destroy, in whole or in part,
the group of Bosnian Muslims,” although they may amount to war crimes and crimes against
humanity.
But with regard to Srebrenica, the Court concluded that the Main Staff of the VRS had “the
necessary specific intent to destroy in part the group of Bosnian Muslims (specifically the
Bosnian Muslims of Srebrenica) and that accordingly acts of genocide were committed by the
VRS.”
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It noted that while there is little doubt that the atrocities in Srebrenica were committed, at least
in part, with the resources which the perpetrators possessed as a result of the general policy of aid
and assistance by the FRY, one of the very specific conditions for Serbia’s legal responsibility
was not met since “it has not been conclusively established that, at the crucial time, the FRY
supplied aid to the perpetrators of the genocide in full awareness that the aid supplied would be
used to commit genocide.”
But the FRY was in a position of influence over the Bosnian Serbs who devised and implemented
the genocide in Srebrenica, owing to the strength of the political, military and financial links
between the FRY on the one hand and the Republika Srpska and the VRS on the other.
On the issue of reparations the court determined that its findings “constitute appropriate
satisfaction, and that the case is not one in which an order for payment of compensation… would
be appropriate.”
Since it had not been shown that the genocide would in fact have been averted if the FRY had
tried to prevent it, “financial compensation for the failure to prevent the genocide at Srebrenica is
not the appropriate form of reparation,” the judgment said.
“The Court considers that the most appropriate form of satisfaction would be a declaration in the
operative clause of the Judgment that the Respondent has failed to comply with the obligation to
prevent the crime of genocide.”
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Associated Press
Tuesday, 27 February 2007
Serbia Hails Srebrenica Acquittal
BELGRADE, Serbia (AP) -- Serbia on Monday hailed its acquittal before the World Court on
genocide charges filed by Bosnia, saying it would help regional reconciliation. Bosnia's Muslims,
however, expressed anger over the ruling.
The International Court of Justice in The Hague, Netherlands, judged Monday that Serbia was not
directly responsible for the 1995 genocide that took place in the Bosnian Muslim enclave of
Srebrenica.
But the court also said Serbia had not done all it could to prevent the massacre of some 8,000
Bosnian Muslim men and boys there by Bosnian Serb troops.
The ruling triggered relief in Serbia and disappointment among the former wartime foes in
Bosnia, where a 1992-95 bloody conflict left at least 100,000 people dead and millions displaced.
"I am speechless," said Fadila Efendic, whose son and husband were killed in Srebrenica. "We
know that Serbia was directly involved. We saw Serbian troops shell us ... and kill our sons and
husbands, we saw them commit genocide here."
Sehida Rahmanovic, another massacre survivor, added that "Bosnian Serbs could not have
committed genocide without the help in arms, money, troops and everything from Serbia."
In Belgrade, Serbia's President Boris Tadic said the verdict "is very important for the Republic of
Serbia and its citizens because it has determined that Serbia did not commit genocide in Bosnia."
He, however, added that "for all of us, the part of the judgment that said that Serbia did not do all
in its power to prevent genocide against Bosniaks in Srebrenica is very hard."
The Prime Minister, Vojislav Kostunica said that the verdict will boost post-war reconciliation.
"Thank God," said Mirko Kocic, a 25-year-old economy student. "For once we are cleared of
something!"
The World Court also said that Serbia, which was ruled by late nationalist President Slobodan
Milosevic during the Bosnian war until he was ousted by reformist forces in 2000, has failed to
comply with its obligations to punish those accused of the genocide.
The World Court ordered Belgrade to hand over suspects for trial by a separate U.N. court, also
based in The Hague, singling out Bosnian Serb wartime commander Gen. Ratko Mladic.
Warning of "dramatic consequences" for the country unless Mladic is handed over as demanded
by the World Court, Tadic also urged a "finalization" of the "cooperation" with the U.N. war
crimes court.
Serbia has repeatedly said it was unable to locate Mladic, despite claims by U.N. court officials
that he is hiding here.
Tomislav Nikolic, an ultranationalist leader, dismissed the World Court proceedings as "part of a
conspiracy" to declare the Serbs a "genocidal nation."
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Also indicted for genocide by the U.N. war crimes court over the Srebrenica massacre was the
wartime Bosnian Serb political leader, Radovan Karadzic, and a number of Bosnian Serb military
and political leaders.
But, Bosnian Serb Prime Minister Milorad Dodik rejected the responsibility of his mini-state for
genocide, saying a "horrific" crime took place in Srebrenica, but that individuals should be held
responsible.
The Muslim member of Bosnia's three-member presidency, Haris Silajdzic, however, suggested
that the ruling, declaring the Bosnian Serbs guilty of genocide in Srebrenica, should lead to the
abolishment of their entity.

