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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 12 March 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today.

International Clips on West Africa
There were no relevant stories on West Africa in the international media today.

Local Media – Newspaper
UNMIL Reports Decrease in Sexual Exploitation and Abuse
(The Informer, The Inquirer, Heritage, New Democrat, New Vision and Liberian Express)

•

In its report for 2006, the United Nations Mission in Liberia announced that cases of
Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (SEA) implicating personnel and staff of the Mission
decreased from 45 in 2005 to 30 in 2006 and attributed the progress to the
preventive measures taken. The measures included a compulsory induction course for
all military and civilian staff members to raise awareness about the effects and
consequences of SEA.

Liberian Leader in Japan as Part of Tour
(The News, The Analyst, The Informer, The Inquirer and Heritage)
•

An Executive Mansion statement issued in Monrovia said President Ellen JohnsonSirleaf has arrived in Japan at the start of a two day official visit aimed at
strengthening bilateral cooperation and will meet with Japanese officials including the
Emperor of Japan and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe today.

Government Announces Waiver of Property Tax Arrears
(The Analyst, The Daily Guide, The Informer, New Democrat and Liberian Express)

•

A press release issued in Monrovia yesterday said that the Government announced
tax waivers to owners of land, buildings and rental dating back to 2005 in view of the
fact that the war-era created major economic setback to many property owners.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

President Sirleaf Arrives in Japan as Part of Tour
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

UN Envoys Calls for Oneness among Liberians
• Speaking at the weekend during a groundbreaking ceremony of a new administrative
complex in Cestos, Rivercess County, the Deputy Special Representative to the
Secretary General for Good Governance and Rule of Law, Jordan Ryan urged the
people of Rivercess County to transform the spirit of oneness into development and
said world was ready to assist Liberia.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

US Embassy Launches Development Project Sarpo Park Dwellers
• During the launch of a US$1.4 million dollars project to protect Liberia’s bio-diversity
in the Sarpo National Park, U.S. Ambassador Donald Booth said the program was
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•
•

designed to provide alternative livelihood to local communities around the park as
incentives for them to participate in conservation activities.
The project is being funded by the American government through USAID and is being
executed by the Civilian Conservation Core.
Ambassador Booth said under the civilian conservation core the communities will
receive development project, skills training and service provision and said it is
anticipated that the project would serve as a model for conservation and development
in the country.

Star Radio (News culled from websites today at 8:30 am)
Information Ministry Denies Sanctioning “Spying” on Printing Houses
• In an interview, the Assistant Information Minister for Information Services, Gabriel
Williams said the ministry attention has been drawn to reports that certain individuals
are sneaking into printing houses to spy on headlines of newspapers.
• Minister Williams said these individuals were doing so under the disguise of being
state security but said this was criminal and does not have the approval of the
government. He said the government would contact various security agencies in the
country to verify the reports.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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The Inquirer (Monrovia)
Monday, 12 March 2007
Unmil Reports Decline in Sexual Exploitation
The UN Mission in Liberia, UNMIL, has released its Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (SEA) report
for 2006, showing a decrease in the number of allegations reported during the year.
According to UNMIL 30 allegations were reported in 2006 as compared to 45 in 2005.
The release of the report is in fulfillment of the commitment of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General, Mr. Alan Doss, to implement UN policy of keeping the public regularly
informed about efforts being made to eradicate any incidents of S.E.A. involving UN personnel.
"We have made some progress in our prevention efforts and we will continue our efforts to
reinforce the UN's zero tolerance policy, because even one incident of sexual exploitation and
abuse is one too many," says the UN Envoy. "Any such incident distracts from the hard work and
sacrifice of the vast majority of UN peacekeeping personnel."
Ten of the reported cases under investigation allegedly involved sex with minors; two are of
sexual assault and rape of adults; one is in connection with prostitution; and 17 involved
consensual relationships with members of the local population. These independent and thorough
investigations are conducted by the Office of Internal Oversight Services (OIOS), which reports
directly to its New York Headquarters.
The release said an OIOS investigation into four of the 30 allegations has been completed, and the
full reports are awaited. Once these reports are released UNMIL will make the outcomes known
and where allegations are substantiated, then necessary disciplinary action will be taken.
The 2006 UNMIL Report on Sexual Exploitation and Abuse shows that the decrease in the
number of allegations - compared to the previous year - was mainly due to the preventive
measures taken by the mission, and its Conduct and Discipline Unit (CDU) which became fully
operational in 2006.
These measures included a compulsory induction course for all military and civilian staff
members to raise awareness about the effects and consequences of Sexual Exploitation and
Abuse.
The UN Mission in Liberia has also adopted a collective approach to prevention by involving the
Liberian government, NGOs and the local communities in various programmes aimed at raising
awareness. So far, 35 local NGOs have been trained to spread the UN's message on S.E.A.
prevention.
Furthermore, UNMIL has drawn-up a list of establishments known for promoting and condoning
prostitution, and areas reputed to be involved in the sale and use of narcotic drugs and the
trafficking in persons which are "Off limits" to UNMIL personnel.
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These "Off-limit" areas were kept under constant surveillance and the list was regularly reviewed.
Moreover, the UN Secretary-General's Zero Tolerance policy on S.E.A. has been constantly
publicised within the mission and across Liberia.
UNMIL has also established a dedicated telephone hotline to encourage the public to freely and
confidentially report any allegations or complaints of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse.
UNMIL continues to take allegations of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse very seriously and will
work with the government of Liberia and other partners to curb all forms of sexual exploitation
and abuse in Liberia.
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Jurist
March 2007
Opinion
No One is Above the Law: New DOJ Leadership Needed
JURIST Contributing Editor David Crane of Syracuse University College of Law, former Chief
Prosecutor for the UN Special Court for Sierra Leone and a former senior inspector general in
the US Department of Defense, says that in the wake of revealed misuse of authority by the
FBI under the Patriot Act - compounding other missteps related to prisoners of war, torture,
political pressure on district attorneys, arrogant abuse of power related to national security
and violations of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act - new leadership is needed in the
US Justice Department, and in the FBI in particular...

As Chief Prosecutor of the international war crimes tribunal in West
Africa called the Special Court for Sierra Leone, I told the people
there that no one is above the law. It was a statement I staked my
personal and professional reputation on to prove to a horrified and
beaten-down population that the law is the cornerstone of any free
and democratic nation. As an American lawyer I used the United
States as the example of how we hold our senior leaders
accountable for their transgressions.
On Friday, FBI Director Robert Mueller stated that he was the one
in charge and should be held accountable for the apparent misuse
of an important, yet intrusive law enforcement tool: national security letters. Absolutely, he
should be held accountable. This Department of Justice, under the leadership of Attorney
General Alberto Gonzales, has not served our republic well. From missteps related to
prisoners of war, torture, political pressure on district attorneys, to arrogant abuse of power
related to national security, including violations of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act
and this recent misuse of authorities under the Patriot Act, the chief law enforcement office
of the United States has bungled his job.
The cornerstone to this great nation is the law. We are in our second Cold War, an
ideological struggle with religious criminals who seek to dominate an entire ancient religion
for their own personal agenda. Civilization can only win this struggle by holding fast to the
rule of law, using it as the ultimate weapon against those who seek to harm us. When we
step away from that principle we begin to move down a very dark path indeed.
Both Gonzales and Mueller admitted publicly that members of our FBI broke the law. Those
who did should be appropriately dealt with under the law. Yet the report hints of systemic
problems, lack of oversight, sloppy administration and follow-up. It even appears that there
was some intent to under-report the use of national security letters. This is a leadership and
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management issue at the highest level.
As a former senior inspector general in the Department of Defense and someone who has
lead and managed federal and international organizations, large and small for over three
decades, I know when an agency is poorly led. The FBI and the Justice Department are
poorly led. This recent report by the Inspector General of that department shows this fact.
New leadership is needed in the Justice Department. As these violations of law and policy
were under the watch of Robert Mueller, he should resign. No one is above the law, not even
the Director of the FBI.
Congress should show leadership, as well and oversee more closely the Attorney General.
The term “trust, but verify” is so apt here to ensure that the rule of law is followed in our
own Justice Department. How many times can you forgive, overlook, or second-chance
conduct that clearly steps away from a document that boldly declared centuries ago: “We the
people of the United State, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice…”

David M. Crane is a professor at Syracuse University College of Law, and former founding
Chief Prosecutor for the UN Special Court for Sierra Leone (2002-2005). He previously spent
over 30 years in US federal government service as a Senior Inspector General, Department
of Defense, Assistant General Counsel of the Defense Intelligence Agency, and Waldemar A.
Solf Professor of International Law at the United States Army Judge Advocate General’s
School.
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Voice of America
Monday, 12 March 2007
UN Team Accuses Sudan of Darfur War Crimes
A U.N. human rights team has accused Sudan's government of orchestrating war crimes in Darfur, and
blocking international attempts to intervene. VOA's Peter Heinlein reports from U.N. headquarters in New
York.

The 35-page U.N. report charges the Khartoum government with
direct involvement in planning and carrying out war crimes and
crimes against humanity in Darfur. The team, led by Nobel peace
prize laureate Jody Williams, says "killing of civilians remains
widespread." It adds that, "Rape and sexual violence are widespread
and systematic. Torture continues."
The report was issued days after Sudanese President Omar Hassan alBashir rejected an interim U.N. plan to bolster African Union
peacekeeping forces in Darfur.
A displaced Sudanese woman
is seen outside her barrack at
the Sakali Displaced Persons
camp in Darfur

The rejection was contained in a letter to Secretary-General Ban Kimoon. It dashed hopes that blue-helmeted U.N. troops might soon be
deployed in Darfur. At least 200,000 people have died in the vast
region of western Sudan since war broke out more than four years
ago.

The United States has described the massacres in Darfur as genocide. U.N. human rights experts have
declined to use that term to describe the killings, but the latest report urges the Security Council to take
"urgent further action" to stop the violence.
Britain's U.N. ambassador, Emyr Jones-Parry, Monday called President Bashir's letter a blow to plans for
deploying a 22,000-strong U.N. force to replace the badly understaffed 7,000 African Union peacekeepers
in Darfur.
"I'm very disappointed by that letter," he said. "It's a major setback, and is tantamount to a request for
renegotiation of some of the points in the heavy package."
The Security Council is expected to take up the Sudan issue later this
week, with the United States and European Council members saying
they favor sanctions against the Khartoum government. But vetowielding Council members China and Russia have both expressed
doubts about the wisdom of sanctions.
The mission's report recommends that officials of Sudan's
government be tried on war crimes charges, along with leaders of
government-backed Arab militias, known as Janjaweed.
Delegates face a giant screen
prior to opening of 4th UN
Human Rights Council in
Geneva, 12 March 2007

leaders.

The report says that some Darfur rebel forces are also guilty of
serious human rights abuses. Mission leader Jody Williams was
quoted by The Associated Press Monday as saying some rebels
should probably be tried alongside Sudanese officials and Janjaweed
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The U.N. human rights mission was dispatched last December by the Geneva-based U.N. Rights Council,
but was not granted access to Darfur. The Sudanese government has denied responsibility for the attacks
mentioned in the mission's report, and blamed rebel groups that rejected a Darfur Peace Agreement signed
last year in Nigeria.
Sudanese officials Monday declined to comment on the report. They said any response would come
Tuesday, when Sudan is scheduled to address the U.N. Human Rights Council in Geneva.
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Associated Press
Monday, 12 March 2007
U.N. team: World must protect Darfur civilians from crimes against humanity
GENEVA — A high-level U.N. human rights team said Monday the Sudanese government has
orchestrated crimes against humanity in Darfur, and it urged stronger Security Council action
because steps taken so far by the international community have proven ineffective.
In one of the hardest-hitting and most explicit reports in a series submitted to the world body, the
team called for U.N. Security Council intervention, sanctions and criminal prosecution.
The team, headed by Nobel peace laureate Jody Williams, was itself barred by Sudanese officials
from the restive region, where more than 200,000 people have died and more than 2.5 million
have been displaced by fighting in Darfur.
"All U.N. Security Council and (African Union) Peace and Security Council resolutions should be
fully implemented, including those relating to travel bans and the freezing of funds, assets, and
economic resources of those who commit violations," the 35-page report said.
Important steps have been taken by the international community, including the African Union and
the United Nations, but "these have been largely resisted and obstructed, and have proven
inadequate and ineffective," the report said.
The conflict began when members of the region's ethnic African tribes took up arms against what
they saw as decades of neglect and discrimination by the Arab-dominated government in
Khartoum. It is accused of unleashing a pro-government Arab militia, known as the janjaweed,
that has committed many of the atrocities in the conflict.
The U.N. Human Rights Council commissioned Monday's report in an emergency session in
December. Williams filed the report after concluding in a 20-day attempt to enter Sudan in
February that the Sudanese government had no intention of cooperating with the United Nations.
Sudan's government "has manifestly failed to protect the population of Darfur from large-scale
international crimes, and has itself orchestrated and participated in these crimes," the report said.
It said rape was widespread across Darfur, but that Sudanese authorities were doing little to
prevent it or investigate the crimes.
"Arbitrary arrest and detention in Darfur by government security forces continue," the report said,
adding that there had been a wave of arrests of Darfurians in the Sudanese capital, Khartoum, in
recent months.
There also have been curbs on free speech and "credible information on torture, inhumane and
degrading treatment by national Security and Military Intelligence during attacks and in the
treatment of detainees," the report said.
"War crimes and crimes against humanity continue across the region," it said. "The principal
pattern is one of a violent counterinsurgency campaign waged by the government of the Sudan in
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concert with janjaweed militia, and targeting mostly civilians. Rebel forces are also guilty of
serious abuses of human rights and violations of humanitarian law."
Williams told the Associated Press that some of the rebels should probably be tried alongside
Sudanese officials and janjaweed militia members.
"But I think that the overwhelming burden of guilt lies with the government and the militia," she
said in a telephone interview.
The Sudanese government delegation at the council meeting declined to comment, saying they
would only react to the report when they address the council Tuesday.
Prosecutors at the International Criminal Court in The Hague, Netherlands, last month linked
Sudan's government to atrocities in Darfur, naming a junior minister as a war crimes suspect who
helped recruit, arm and bankroll the janjaweed.
Ahmed Muhammed Harun, the former junior interior minister responsible for the western region
of Darfur, and a janjaweed militia leader, Ali Mohammed Ali Abd-al-Rahman, also known as Ali
Kushayb, are suspected of a total of 51 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity,
according to prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo.
Sudan says it already has set up its own war crimes courts, and does not have to turn over
suspects named by the ICC.
The report said anti-government rebels also were to blame for human rights abuses, including
rape and torture of civilians. Much of this violence was related to fighting between different rebel
groups and an increase in banditry in the largely lawless region, it said.
Although the team was unable to enter Sudan, it held numerous consultations with a wide range
of aid agencies working in the region and also was briefed by African Union officials in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia, the report said.
In Chad, the team also spoke to some members of rebel groups, including the Justice and Equality
Movement and the secretariat of the National Redemption Front, and to Darfur refugees.

