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Concord Times (Freetown)
Wednesday, 14 March 2007
For Hinga Norman, the Case is Dead
OPINION
By Pel Koroma
Freetown
CONE! CONE - CONE -CONE!CONE "HINGA NORMAN IS DEAD" the town crier
announces the fallen of a HERO -a Soldier, Politician ,Prisoner, Regent Chief, Kamajor boss Kori Bondo and fighter, Democrat, Deputy Defence Minister, Civil Defence Force Coordinator,
Internal Affairs Minister, Special Court Indictee and finally Dead and no more.
When one considers all these stages in a man's life, one will surely ascertain that the further a man
goes from his house in which he is truly known, the more liable he is both to misrepresentation
and non recognition.
The talk for Hinga Norman has just started in the history of Sierra Leone. The Civil Society
Movement's action to solely spear head the burial ceremony of Pa Hinga Norman, frowning on
the participation of politicians was unfounded. Hinga Norman remained a politician until his
death. He was a political heavy weight whose actions was an indelible mark in the history of
Sierra Leone.
Apportioning blame on specific political group for the demise of Hinga Norman is un godly. The
case is, we should accept together as Sierra Leoneans that our decision for the Special Court was
hasty. This has proven that mostly actions taken during periods of vexation could be dangerous. If
we are honest enough, The Teachers Union, The Bar Association, Medical Services Association,
MRD,CMS, Drivers Union, Students Union, Petty Traders Association, Farmers Association,
Parliament, Judges and the President and his Cabinet together with the people of Sierra Leone
advocated for a Special Court. God bless the few Sierra Leoneans who actually viewed the
Special Court at that time as a waste of resources which could have been used to develop the
people. The Special Court project for the West has not yielded any dividend to the people.
Instead, it has created confusion, misunderstanding and rendered the TRC useless. God has
proven that we were wrong to have opted for the Special Court as a nation. All the people we
want to see judgment passed over have bowed down to death naturally even though in the hands
of the Whiteman's court. But who to blame?
Sierra Leoneans really never knew the court was going to target Hinga Norman. "those who
bearer the greatest responsibility" became the key phrase with the UN engineered court. This saw
Hinga Norman falling to the hook of the Special Court. It was critical that some members of the
CDF were determined to prosecute Hinga Norman. Anyway differences must erupt in any
movement especially that targeting leadership and control.
My problem with Civil Society is that none ever dear lift a finger against the special court. It was
taken hook line and sinker. The leaders of Civil Society movement will not say they were not
consulted for the Special Court but even at that, it was expected as a group armed with all rights
accorded citizens of Sierra Leone to stand out and tell the President and the UN that the court will
never heal the wounds, instead it will widen the division. Festus Minah, Charles Mambu and
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others braved the guns when they asked the junta boys to quit power in 1995. Civilians fought
with soldiers on the Streets and the soldiers finally succumbed to the dictate of the people which
saw Kabbah to power. Minah and his friends preached civil disobedience in the 1997
interregnum.
They succeeded. The people listened to them. Let me now point out to Minah and Mambu that
they did not make any effort to dame the Special Court even when they as opinion leaders
discovered that the Special Court was a recipe for disunity, buffetting the much needed TRC. You
should be blaming yourselves now for Hinga Norman dying a prisoner. You have failed in your
role as Civil Society leaders. You should have educated the people on the disadvantages of the
Special Court and register your protest.
Fortunately, Sierra Leone being a donor driven country, is been regulated by the West. The major
requirement for relation with donors is for one to be democratic. Mambu and Minah will not tell
me that Kabbah was going to kill them had they inspired the people to protest against the Special
Court. Forget about the politics. If you people had really believed that Hinga Norman was another
GEORGE WASHINGTON, you would have done your part by opening another chapter for his
freedom. But you people have been all quiet all this while even when you people have the
apparatus to change things. It is no political party affair but you failed in the capacity you are
defending.
I am not convinced the way the Civil Society has portrayed Hinga Norman's death. Charles
Margai of PMDC and Ernest Koroma of APC also supported the Special Court whole heartedly
as Sierra Leoneans. But why now do they want to make political gains out of Hinga Norman's
death? Ernest Koroma never proposed a bill in parliament to bring down the Special Court as he
believed it was alien to our African culture. In Africa, we reconcile. Infact, God knows Hinga
Norman's arrest seemed like a plus to Ernest Koroma four years ago. What is the point now with
his death?
God knows Ernest and his APC regarded Norman's arrest as a dog eat dog issue that never was
any issue.
People are not fools. What does Ernest refer to as government? Ernest Koroma's minority would
have brought peoples attention to reality but it was never Ernest' concern. Ernest favoured the
court because he wanted international recognition. When will Africa get people that will stand
against Western infiltration? Ernest should know that no particular group sacrificed Norman but
the people of Sierra Leone themselves.
For Charles Margai, no body will listen to him. He is not a Kamajor, let me hastenly remind him.
In times of trouble, turbulence, fire and wailing Charles was not with them. Charles should not
preach politics to Hinga Norman's friends. It is impossible for them to pitch tent with him now.
Charles is a stranger to the militia men. During the war, Charles distanced the Kamajors. Charles
did not identify himself with the displaced people at the heath of the war. What NGO did Charles
spear head? All is just politics? No. Infact Charles have not defended women's right in the past,
let alone children's right. He is an old lawyer and should have tried to advocate in the past for all
these human rights recognized by the United Nations.
Infact, I can tell Charles Margai as a traditional man that Hinga Norman died with serious grudge
against people like him. What happened at the Special Court?
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Hinga Norman's family knows. They will not forget and easily give Charles the seat by the
window. Hinga Norman was never a friend of Charles. The people of the South and the country at
large knows. He was one of Charles adversary in the SLPP. Why has his death become so
paramount to Charles. The case is, Charles and Ernest are loosing but should not take along our
great man Chief Hinga Norman with them. Let posterity be the best judge. Charles and Ernest
will not make any gain out of Norman's death. The people know the truth.
The family of Hinga Norman should realize that Hinga Norman's death as a prisoner shows the
cruelty of fate. It was not SLPP that handed Norman to the Special Court. The fact is the people
wanted the court. I want the family to know that majority members of the SLPP still hold Hinga
Norman in high esteem. He was the most honourable man. His work is on the wall. He may have
had hiccups with some party members but Hinga Norman would have never opted leaving SLPP.
He died SLPP. I want the Hinga Norman family and friends to take heart. Greater proportion of
peace loving Sierra Leoneans are grieving with them. Life spent worthily is counted by deeds.
Truely Hinga Norman's life was well spent. He was a Title man who remained traditional,
respecting all its values and beliefs and bent on upholding customary principles. People in the
SLPP are missing Hinga Norman. To a lot of the Palm Tree members, he was a HERO. Most
people are not happy especially for the stance taken by the Civil Society Movement. Hinga
Norman's funeral was suppose to be SLPP burial. Let members of the Hinga Norman family be
patient and mourn the loose. Always remember that SLPP is a home for all the Hinga Norman
family. It is not easy to start and therefore good to mend, amend and forge ahead. Norman spent
his last sweat and energy for the SLPP party. And the party belongs to no individual.
Hinga Norman has his records in the SLPP, so I advise all his family members to leave space for
the love the deceased manifested for his party. A lot of good people in the SLPP will surely not
allow Hinga Norman work to go unnoticed.
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The Daily Observer (Gambia)
Friday, 9 March 2007
Excerpt
Jammeh Bags Another Doctorate Degree
-SNIPIn another engagement, President Jammeh received a delegation from the Special Court for Sierra
Leone. The delegation, led by the Chief Prosecutor, Mr Steve Rapp was accompanied to State
House by the Permanent Secretary, Department of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr Bai Ousman
Secka.
Speaking after his audience with the President, Mr Steve Rapp disclosed that his delegation was
travelling throughout West Africa to meet various leaders to ask for their assistance and
cooperation with the Special Court's efforts to make sure that justice is done in the upcoming case
in the Hague against the former President of Liberia, Charles Taylor.
The former Liberian President has been indicted on eleven counts for various war crimes and
crimes against humanity committed in Sierra Leone.
Mr Rapp told the Daily Observer that his discussion with the Gambian leader was "very fruitful.
We discussed some specific situations and President Jammeh was extremely forthcoming as he
strongly supports the efforts of the Special Court for Sierra Leone."
He also expressed appreciation of President Jammeh's support in ensuring that the kind of conflict
which occurred in Sierra Leone where young people had their arms and legs cut off would not be
allowed to occur again and that those who committed such atrocities would not escape justice.
"The people responsible for the forces that committed such atrocities should be held responsible
and brought to justice", he concluded.

14

The Toronto Star
Sunday, 11 March 2007
Opinion
War crimes against women go on with impunity
Louise Arbour says rendering justice to the victims is a precondition for reconciliation and peace
to take hold
The plight of victims of sexual attacks during conflict has come to the fore once again when last
week the International Criminal Court's prosecutor requested summons for two Sudanese
connected with atrocities in Darfur. According to the prosecutor, there is strong evidence pointing
to the suspects' responsibility for mass rape and other war crimes.
Previously, the court had issued an arrest warrant for the leader of the Lord's Resistance Army, a
rebel group in Uganda, on the ground of war crimes, including ordering sexual enslavement and
rape.
Thus, International Criminal Court action is gearing up to bolster the cumulative experience of
international justice mechanisms that have brought to light specific types and patterns of sexual
crimes targeting mainly women and girls in war-torn zones, as well as identified individual
responsibilities in their commission.
The work of these courts has also highlighted the difficulties in prosecuting perpetrators and
countering the culture of impunity that shields their criminal acts. Such impunity, of course,
permeates all societies, be they peaceful or at war. Not by coincidence, this year's International
Women's Day was dedicated to combating this pervasive lack of accountability.
It is, however, in times of war that the effects and consequences of impunity are at their starkest.
This is due both to the widespread, systematic and often sustained nature of sexual attacks and to
the number and callousness of perpetrators.
Although at their most brutal in war, sexual abuses against women often stem from longstanding
prejudices, a lack of equality and discrimination that had condoned such violence all along. When
perpetrators go unpunished, they are emboldened to strike again, perpetuating and encouraging
vicious cycles of attack and reprisal even when a country emerges from conflict. Rendering
justice to the victims is, therefore, not only a moral imperative, but also a precondition for
reconciliation and peace to take hold.
Yet, sexual violence has been traditionally under-reported and under-prosecuted. As a result, such
crimes have long been considered as regrettable but unavoidable byproducts of armed
confrontation. Women as victims or pawns of belligerents could demand no recourse.
Only recently has this powerlessness been addressed, primarily by the groundbreaking work of
the International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. The tribunals
defined systematic violence against women as crimes for which those responsible could be held
accountable, thereby empowering victims to have their day in court.
The creation of the International Criminal Court gave an additional boost to such emerging
jurisprudence and changing mind set. Its statute stipulates that rape, sexual slavery, enforced
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sterilization, or any other forms of sexual violence of comparable gravity are considered as war
crimes. If these acts are committed as part of widespread or systematic attacks on a civilian
population, they constitute crimes against humanity.
It now remains to be seen whether governments will accede to the court's requests and surrender
the suspects for trial.
But if government non-compliance is potentially the main obstacle to the course of international
justice, there are other factors that hamper prosecution. Victims of all forms of violence are often
reluctant to come forward, in large part because they have little confidence that justice will be
done. Although some of the perpetrators may have been apprehended, others, as well as their
accomplices, may remain at large and are therefore capable of inflicting further harm to victims,
witnesses and their families.
The Special Court for Sierra Leone has made strides in addressing such hindrances in the face of
a monumental task. As the result of 10 years of conflict and the belligerents' methods of warfare
in that country, the brutality of sexual violence was extraordinary, and its victims were to be
counted in the thousands.
The court benefited from its proximity to the victims, the parallel work of a Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and a framework that protected the victims and ensured that their
dignity was preserved. The International Criminal Court, too, is building on previous experiences
and strengthening legal assistance and protection for victims.
Although the mandate and machinery of international courts have become increasingly more
sophisticated and far-reaching over the years, gender justice continues to remain the exception
rather than the rule. Successfully prosecuted cases represent just the tip of the iceberg.
The crux of the matter in combating impunity is the requisite political will to tackle it. Often slow
to gear up into motion, such political will needs to be mobilized through domestic and
international pressure as well as continuous scrutiny.
Louise Arbour is the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

