SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

See the action from Saturday’s intramural semi-final match between FMU and the Rest of the Court
in today’s ‘Special Court Supplement’. Photos of to match between Detention and Police
will appear in tomorrow’s ‘Supplement’.

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office
as at:
Monday, 19 March 2007

Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact
Martin Royston-Wright

Ext 7217
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Local News
Registrar Lovemore Munlo, SC Announces His Departure From Special Court / SCSL Press Release
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Norman’s Family Frowns at Special Court / The Spark
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Special Court Blamed for Norman’s Death / Concord Times
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Late Norman’s Family Seeks Legal Redress / The Spectator
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Norman’s Family Demands Verdict / The Exclusive
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Special Court A Travesty of Justice / The African Champion
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Norman’s Kids Point Fingers at Special Court / For di Pepole
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May Norman’s Soul Rest in Peace / Awoko
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Puwai Be Conscientious / Awoko
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International News
Lawyers Protest Cell Surveillance of Liberia's Charles Taylor / Agence France Presses
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UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL

Pages 15-17

Citing Flawed Process, UN Expert Says Iraq Should not Execute Ex-Vice President / UN News
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Special Court Supplement
Semi-final Match Between FMU and Rest of the Court in Pictures / Press and Public Affairs
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Special Court for Sierra Leone
Press and Public Affairs Office

PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 19 March 2007
Registrar Lovemore Munlo, SC Announces His Departure from Special Court
Lovemore Munlo, SC has announced he will leave the Special Court after a year and a half as
Registrar.
“After one and a half years at the Special Court, the time has
come to move on”, Mr. Munlo told staff members last week.
Mr. Munlo became interim Registrar in October 2005. In
February 2006, he was appointed Registrar of the Special Court
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
In taking up his post in 2006, Mr Munlo said his vision was “to
consolidate what the Court has already achieved and to move
forward in providing efficient and professional support to
Chambers, Prosecution and Defence”.
Mr. Munlo numbered among his accomplishments as Registrar a
more focused completion strategy which meets projected
milestones, and improved working conditions for local staff.
He also pointed to the conclusion of a host agreement with the Government of the Netherlands
and the Memorandum of Understanding with the ICC, to enable the Special Court to hold the trial
of former Liberian President Charles Taylor in The Hague.
#END
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The Spark
Monday, 10 March 2007
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Concord Times
Monday, 19 March 2007
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The Spectator
Monday, 19 March 2007
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The Exclusive
Monday, 19 March 2007
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The African Champion
Monday, 19 March 2007
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For di People
Monday, 19 March 2007
Norman’s Kids Point Fingers at Special Court
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Awoko
Monday, 19 March 2007
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Awoko
Monday, 19 March 2007
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Agence France-Presse
Friday, 16 March 2007
Lawyers protest cell surveillance of Liberia's Charles Taylor
FREETOWN, March 16, 2007 (AFP) - The lawyers for former Liberian president Charles Taylor
on Friday said they had suspended legal visits to the war crimes suspect in protest against a
camera being installed in his cell.
Karim Khan, one of Taylor's British lawyers, told a press conference in Freetown that the move
was "unheard of in most civilised systems," adding: "Our sanctity of legal visit has been
violated."
Taylor is currently being held in The Hague, where his trial for 11 counts of crimes against
humanity, war crimes and human rights violations will be heard by the Special Court for Sierra
Leone (SCSL) from June 4.
The hearing was moved to the International Criminal Court (ICC) from the SCSL's base in
Freetown, the capital of Sierra Leone, for security reasons.
Khan said that following a complaint, the SCSL president had asked the ICC to remove the
camera from Taylor's cell, but the request was denied.
"It is a cause of lament that it seems that the special court is not sovereign in relation to its own
accused," the lawyer said.
He added: "It seemed as if the Special Court for Sierra Leone is going out with a begging bowl to
foreign international legal institutions, not as an equal but separate judicial institution."
SCSL officials in Freetown refused to comment on Khan's remarks.
Taylor, 58, is seen as a key player in the series of civil wars in Liberia and neighbouring Sierra
Leone between 1989 and 2003, which left about 400,000 people dead. He has maintained he is
innocent of the charges.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 16 March 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Sirleaf Seeks Liberia's 'Stolen Monies' as Belgium Joins Debt Relief
Wagon
03/1607 - FrontPageAfrica

Brussels- Belgium has pledged to join countries supporting Liberia on debt cancellation and bilateral
cooperation. Belgian Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt made the disclosure Thursday in Brussels during
an official meeting with President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf. Prime Minister Verhofstadt said he was
impressed with the progress made by the Johnson-Sirleaf Administration. The President was
accompanied to the meeting by Planning and Economic Affairs Minister Dr. Toga McIntosh and
Liberia’s Ambassador to Belgium Madam Youngor Telewoda.

International Clips on West Africa

Ivorian cocoa growers say drought worst in memory
DALOA, March 16 (Reuters) - A harsh spell of dry weather in Ivory Coast's central Daloa region
which has lasted several months is the worst in living memory and is killing off young cocoa trees,
farmers and cooperatives said on Friday. Rains have scarcely fallen in the major cocoa producing
region since late November, apart from a short but heavy downpour in early February. Farmers in
the world's top cocoa exporter said they expected to harvest far less than usual during the coming
April-September mid crop, the smaller of the two six-month growing cycles. "It's a complete failure.

INTERVIEW-Reuniting Ivory Coast would boost GDP -minister
ABIDJAN, March 16 (Reuters) - Reuniting Ivory Coast under the latest peace plan for the war-divided
country could boost economic growth by 3 percent and smooth the way for a resumption of frozen
donor aid, Planning Minister Paul Bohoun Bouabre said. President Laurent Gbagbo and Guillaume
Soro, leader of the rebels who hold the north of the world's top cocoa grower after a 2002/03 civil
war, signed a new peace deal this month aimed at reuniting the country and organising delayed
elections. "I think with the simple fact of reunification we will gain 3 percent growth

Peace plan stirs fears in Ivorian no-gun zone
TEAPLEU, Ivory Coast, March 16 (Reuters) - A peace deal this month to reunify Ivory Coast's rebelheld north and government south after more than four years has stirred fears in this distant western
village. The farming community of around 5,000 lives in the "confidence zone", a strip of land
running across the war-divided country and patrolled by U.N. and French peacekeepers to keep the
enemy forces apart. The deal signed by President Laurent Gbagbo and rebel leader Guillaume Soro

16

foresees the removal of this buffer zone and the redeployment of state services in the north before
long-delayed elections within 10 months.

Local Media – Newspaper
Former Transitional Chairman Bryant Files US$2.6 Million Bond
(The Inquirer, Heritage, The News, New Democrat, The Informer, Daily Observer, The Analyst and National
Chronicle)

•

Former Transitional Chairman, Gyude Bryant has filed a criminal appearance bond value at
US$2.6 million. Mr. Bryant was arrested and charged last Tuesday for allegedly
misappropriating over US$1 million during his tenure as head of the interim government as
indicated in an ECOWAS Audit report. He has since denied any wrongdoing. The former
Chairman is expected to reappear when a notice of assignment of the case is issued by
criminal court “C”.

National Security Agency Debunks Claims of Media Censorship
(The Inquirer, Heritage, The News, Daily Observer, The Analyst and National Chronicle)

•

Speaking to reporters yesterday, National Security Agency Director, Fumba Sirleaf denied
claims by the Press Union of Liberia that the agency has requested the preview of newspapers
headlines before publication.
• Director Sirleaf said there “is no iota of proof” and challenged the union or anyone with
tangible evidence to reveal it. The President of the PUL, George Barpeen on Wednesday
alleged that there were attempts by government to censor the media and vowed to resist any
attempt.
World Bank to Rehabilitate Water Treatment Plant Soon
(Heritage)

•

In an interview, the Infrastructure Cluster Leader of the World Bank in Liberia, Paul Kriss said
the bank plans to rehabilitate the White Plains water plant outside Monrovia. Mr. Kriss said
the Bank in collaboration with the Liberia Water and Sewer Corporation would shortly start
the rehabilitation and that his organization was committed to improving the sanitation and
sewage system in the country.

Elections Commission Hold Consultative Conference Today
(The Inquirer and Heritage)

•

•

In a release issued in Monrovia yesterday, The National Elections Commission said it will
today hold a conference that would discuss an overview of the Governance Reform Program,
the decentralization of local government structures and the boundary harmonization and
challenges for holding local elections.
The conference is being held under the theme: increasing citizens’ participation in the
democratic process and is part of a one-year project funded by the Open Society Initiative for
West Africa, OSIWA and implemented by NEC.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)
National Bar Criticizes UNMIL’s Judicial Training
• The National Bar Association of Liberia has described UNMIL’s training of judicial officials as
ineffective. According to the President of the Bar Association, Counsellor Oswald Tweh, those
trained under the program has made no “noticeable” impact despite the huge amount UNMIL
says it has spent and thought the mission should review and overhaul its program to make it
more effective so that Liberians can benefit from the full intent. UNMIL has however, hailed
the training of judicial personnel as successful.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Belgium to Support Liberia’s Debt Waiver
• Belgium has pledged to join countries supporting Liberia both on the issues of debt
cancellation and bilateral cooperation.
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•
•

Making the disclosure during a meeting with President Johnson-Sirleaf in Brussels, Prime
Minister Guy Verhofstadt said he was impressed with the progress made by her
Administration.
President Johnson-Sirleaf also held bilateral discussions with King Albert II of Belgium,
President of the Belgian Senate, Secretary of State Francois De Donnea and European Union
Commissioner Louis Michel.

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

President Wants Bankers to Disclose Sources of Stolen Money
• Addressing a conference for multi-national heads and senior government officials from around
the world, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf called on financial institutions, which have kept
stolen monies from countries to make full disclosure of the funds.
• President Johnson-Sirleaf said there was also a need for these institutions to disclose who the
depositors are because corruption is a far-reaching problem, which involves donor countries,
recipient countries and the private sector.
• President Johnson-Sirleaf spoke yesterday in Belgium when she addressed a conference on
‘Improving Governance and Fighting Corruption, New Frontiers in Public Partnerships’.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

U.S. Report Alarms over Prevalence of Sexual Violence against Children
• A U.S. State Department situation report says child abuse and sexual violence against
children are widespread in Liberia.
• According to the report, civil society organizations reported increase in the incidence of rape
against young girls less than twelve years.
•
The report, released by the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labour, also said there
are still many children living in the streets of Monrovia and that it was difficult to tell street
children from ex-combatants or IDPs.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL
Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access
the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr.
Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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United Nations News
Friday, 16 March 2007
Citing flawed process, UN expert says Iraq should not execute ex-Vice President
16 March 2007 – After this week’s dismissal of Iraqi former Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan’s
appeal against the death penalty imposed by the country’s High Tribunal, an independent United Nations
legal expert called on the Government to not carry out the execution, citing the “procedurally flawed legal
process” that lead to the sentence.
Leandro Despouy, the Special Rapporteur on the independence of judges and lawyers, issued a statement
today saying that the High Tribunal “has violated international standards on due process” and “therefore is
not in a position to sentence Taha Yassin Ramadan to death.”
The Appeals Chamber of the High Tribunal, in its 12 February decision, did not address the “grave
shortcomings” of the original trial which sentenced Mr. Ramadan to a life sentence. The Chamber
described this decision as being “too lenient,” and sent the case back to the trial court for his sentence to
be increased to death.
On Wednesday, all nine members of the appeals court ratified Mr. Ramadan’s death sentence.
The trial violated international human rights standards and principles, according to the Representative, “in
particular the right to be tried by an independent and impartial tribunal and the right to adequate defence,”
as laid out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR).
Mr. Despouy, who has issued two previous press statements on this matter, is an unpaid expert serving in
an independent personal capacity, reporting to the Geneva-based Human Rights Council.
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Special Court Supplement
Semi-final Match: FMU 3 – 1 Rest of the Court (Penalties, after a 1-1 draw)
Saturday, 17 March 2007 at the Stadium Practice Field
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