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See photos from Saturday’s intramural semi-final match between Detention and Police in
today’s ‘Special Court Supplement’.

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
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Special Court for Sierra Leone
Press and Public Affairs Office

PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 20 March 2007
Herman von Hebel Named Acting Registrar
The Secretary-General of the United Nations has appointed Herman von Hebel Acting Registrar of the
Special Court, following the departure of former Registrar Lovemore Munlo, SC.
Mr. von Hebel has wide experience in international law. From 1991 to
2000 he was a member of the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, working
within the Department of the Legal Adviser and the Directorate of Legal
Affairs.
Between 1995 and 2000 he represented the Government of the
Netherlands on the Preparatory Committee to set up the International
Criminal Court. In 1998 he chaired the Working Group on the Definition
of War Crimes at the Rome Conference, and from 1999 to 2000 he
chaired the Working Group on the Elements of Crimes.
He joined the International Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia (ICTY) in
2001 as Senior Legal Officer.
Mr. von Hebel was appointed Deputy Registrar of the Special Court for
Sierra Leone in July 2006.
He will remain as Acting Registrar until a decision has been made by the Secretary-General of the United
Nations on the appointment of a new Registrar.
#END
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Awoko
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
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Spectator
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
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The Spark
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
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Salone Times
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
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Concord Times
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
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New Citizen
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
Opinion
Frank Talk: The Hinga Norman Story
By I.B. Kargbo
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Salone Times
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
Opinion
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The Analyst (Monrovia)
Monday, 19 March 2007
http://allafrica.com/stories/200703191788.html
Taylor Under Cell Surveillance
But Lawyers Describe Method as Uncivilized
The Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) which is prosecuting those who bear the greatest
responsibilities for war crimes and crimes against humanity for the decade long Sierra Leonean civil war,
and which has indicted and transferred former Liberian President.
Mr. Charles Taylor who was moved to the international criminal court in the Hague, has again come
under spotlight with lawyers of the accused alleging that their client is under intense camera surveillance,
an act that they describe as "unheard of and uncivilized."
Whether the claims are real or mere figments of the imagination, the lawyers are however vowing that
they will not form a defense of the accused during his impending trial unless the Special Court makes the
necessary amends of the new phenomenon in the living environment of Mr. Taylor.
Lawyers for former Liberian president Charles Taylor on Friday said they had suspended legal visits to
the war crimes suspect in protest against a camera being installed in his cell.
Karim Khan, one of Taylor's British lawyers, told a press conference in Freetown that the move was
"unheard of in most civilized systems," adding: "Our sanctity of legal visit has been violated."
Mr. Taylor is currently being held in The Hague, where his trial for 11 counts of crimes against humanity,
war crimes and human rights violations will be heard by the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) from
June 4.
The hearing was moved to the International criminal court from the SCSL's base in Freetown, the capital
of Sierra Leone, for security reasons. Mr. Khan said that following a complaint, the SCSL president had
asked the ICC to remove the camera from Taylor's cell, but the request was denied.
"It is a cause of lament that it seems that the special court is not sovereign in relation to its own accused,"
the lawyer said.
He added: "It seemed as if the Special Court for Sierra Leone is going out with a begging bowl to foreign
international legal institutions, not as an equal but separate judicial institution." SCSL officials in
Freetown refused to comment on Khan's remarks.
Mr. Taylor, 58, is seen as a key player in the series of civil wars in Liberia and neighboring Sierra Leone
between 1989 and 2003, which left about 400,000 people dead. He has maintained he is innocent of the
charges.
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Cocorioko website
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
http://www.cocorioko.net/Falsequalificationsatspecialcourt.html
The views expressed in this article are entirely the writer's. They do not represent COCORIOKO's views .Also, claims made in
the article cannot be ascertained by this paper. The article is being published because, as an independent and democratic paper,
we give everyone the opportunity to provide their views. COCORIOKO

Fake qualifications flood Special Court for Sierra Leone
Dear Cocorioko:
I am writing with dismay to inform the Special Court for Sierra Leone and the whole world that their Human Resource
Department is totally defective in executing its duties. This is due to the number of people who are recruited with fake
qualifications, both international and local staff. They recruit on the basis of flamboyant CVs without checking with
alleged institutions to check the veracity of the acclaimed qualifications.
Between 2002 and 2005, five international staff who served the court went there with fake qualifications-something they
never had. Interestingly, the Administrative department of the court is so lazy or incompetent that they are only interested
in collecting their pay packages at the end of the month. They never check with even Fourah Bay College right under
their noses to ascertain the genuinety of academic qualifications. Seen that the internationals had their way, our local
brothers and sisters also tested the waters, and unfortunately succeeded.
As I write this piece, there are few local employees who were employed on the basis of fake qualifications and
flamboyant CVs. Some claimed to have Honours Law degrees, when they could not even pass their final exams (please
note that those who fail final year exams are not awarded ATPs and as such leave the college without any qualificationsempty handed), and are today working as National Professional Officers (NPOs), depriving those who have sweated to
acquire genuine qualifications. Others claim to have degrees in International Relations when Fourah Bay College does
not offer a degree in International Relations. International Relations is only done as a sole subject for Final General
Students and Final Honours One students in the Department of Political Science. Infact, it is not even International
Relations but “Introduction to International Relations”. Therefore, students in political science department are only
introduced to International Relations once in the four academic years they spend in FBC, that is in Final Year for those
who graduate with a General Degree and Final Honours One for those who graduate with Honours degree in Political
Science. So for any one to say he has a degree in International Relations from Fourah Bay College is outright cheating.
I am therefore calling on the administrators of the Special Court to call for the qualifications of all their employees. It
costs nothing to go to University Secretariat at Tower Hill to cross-check with relevant authorities the veracity of the
local qualifications.
In the meantime, it is time for the bogus graduates to know that they are doing injustice to the academic system and a
great disservice to our country by claiming to have something they never got. Qualifications are not earned
cheaply…they have to be fought for. Their best bet is to leave the premises of the court rather than allowed to be
disgracefully traced out.
Let me reiterate that the court officials are expected to treat this thing with the seriousness it deserves; otherwise, I shall
have to call names including those of senior officials at the court who are conniving with criminals to fleece the academic
system.
Kindest regards,
Elongimafor Kpanabum
Serious Fraud Office
Freetown, Sierra Leone.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 19 March 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Ban Ki-Moon Recommends One-Year Extension of UN
Peacekeeping Mission
New York, Mar 17, 2007 (UN News Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX)
--Despite numerous successes made in Liberia to bolster peace and further
economic progress, the impoverished West African country still faces many
obstacles including poverty, high unemployment and incapacitated public
services, United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon says in a new report,
calling on the Security Council to extend the UN peacekeeping mission there for another year.

International Clips on West Africa

'Diamond' is garden-variety: But this story of Sierra Leone's civil
war tries
Mar. 19--"Blood Diamond" (Warner Bros.) Grade: C+: The lives of two very different men become
connected as they search for a rare gem. The film is set against the civil war in Sierra Leone during
the 1990s. Leonardo DiCaprio stars. "Blood Diamond" is a standard adventure film that tries,
somewhat successfully, to be a pointed political expose of the dirty side of the diamond business.

Local Media – Newspaper
UN Extends Mission in Liberia
(The News, New Democrat, The Informer, Daily Observer, The Analyst and The Diary)

•

In his report to the Security Council of the United Nations, Secretary- General, Ban Ki-Moon
recommended the extension by one year, the mandate of the United Nations Mission in
Liberia and added that despite numerous successes to bolster peace and economic progress
in Liberia, the Country was still facing many obstacles including poverty, high unemployment
and incapacitated public services.

Government Pays Debt Arrears to Vendors
(The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst, The Informer, Daily Observer and Heritage)

•

At an elaborate ceremony on Friday, 16 March 2007, the Government commenced the
payment of domestic debts to its local creditors and vendors, dating back to the 1980s
totaling over US$700 million. Speaking at the ceremony, the Chairman of the Cabinet,
Internal Affairs Minister Ambullai Johnson encouraged representatives of 14 business entities
who symbolically received checks for monies owed them to reinvest the monies they received
in the economy.
Liberia and Major Partner Agree on Use of Equipment
(The Analyst)

•

A statement issued in Monrovia yesterday said a memorandum on the use of critically needed
road maintenance equipment is expected to be signed between government and the U.S.
Embassy today.
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•

The release said all the equipment would be in place for the Liberia government to fully begin
road repairs at the start of the next dry season and said US government investment in the
road maintenance equipment was evidence of that government’s continuous commitment to
the Liberian people.

President Wants Bankers Make Disclosure of Liberia’s Stolen Monies
(The Informer, Heritage and National Chronicle)

•

•

Speaking in Brussels last Thursday, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf called on financial
institutions which have kept monies allegedly stolen from the Country, to make full disclosure
on the funds.
She urged that financial institutions should refrain from waiting for pressure often exerted on
them by Governments and stressed the need for the institutions to disclose who the
depositors are.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)
UN Secretary General calls for Extension of UNMIL’s Mandate
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Liberia-United States to Sign Memorandum for Use of Equipment
Deputy Police Commandant Wants support for Training Academy
• Speaking at the graduation of over 150 police officers at the weekend, the Deputy
Commandant at the National Police Training Academy, James Hallowangar called on
government to provide more support for the academy to make it more functional and
effective.
• Mr. Hallowangar said there was a need for urgent attention to be given the academy to make
it fully equipped to international standards.
• He then cautioned police officers against harassing and intimidating civilians but rather
provide maximum security protection for them.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian Newspapers
Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further
information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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BBC
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/6468495.stm
Saddam Aide is Executed in Iraq
Ramadan was originally jailed for life over the Dujail killings
Former Iraqi Vice-President Taha Yassin Ramadan has been executed, an Iraqi government official says.
"Ramadan was hanged at 0305 (0005 GMT) today," an official from the Iraqi prime minister's office was
quoted as telling the AFP news agency.
One of Saddam Hussein's co-defendants, he was sentenced to life for his role in killing Shias in the 1980s,
but his punishment was increased at an appeal.
The execution was described as "a political assassination" by his son.
Ahmad Ramadan was speaking to al-Jazeera TV from the Yemeni capital, Sanaa.
He said his father would be buried in or near the Iraqi city of Tikrit, near Saddam's burial place.
Ramadan, who was thought to be in his late 60s, was the third senior former official to be hanged since
Saddam Hussein was executed on 30 December.
Two of Saddam Hussein's former aides, Barzan Ibrahim al-Tikriti and Awad Ahmed Bandar, were put to
death on 15 January.
'Smooth' execution
The official said care was taken to avoid a repeat of Tikriti's bungled execution, which led to the
condemned man being decapitated during the hanging.
"The execution was smooth with no violation," he said.
Ramadan profile
He said officials from the prime minister's office and the justice ministry were present at the hanging,
along with a doctor, a prosecutor, a judge and a lawyer representing Ramadan.
Ramadan had said he had no fear of death and that he would "die bravely", according to his lawyer.
He was held in US custody until shortly before the execution, when he was handed over to Iraqi
authorities.
The sentence was carried out at a prison on a military base in northern Baghdad, an official said.
Ramadan had maintained his innocence throughout the legal proceedings.
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He was convicted along with the deposed Iraqi leader and others over their part in the killing of 148 Shias
in the town of Dujail in the 1980s, in apparent revenge following a failed assassination attempt against
Saddam Hussein.
Ramadan, who was born in the late 1930s, lost his final appeal last week and under Iraqi law had to go to
the gallows within 30 days.
He was captured by Kurdish fighters in the northern city of Mosul in August 2003 and handed over to US
forces.
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Special Court Supplement
Semi-Final Match: Police 2 – 0 Detention (Penalties, after a 0-0 draw)
Saturday, 17 March 2007 at the National Stadium Practice Field
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