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Freedom News
Wednesday, 21 March 2007
Civil Society Calls For Change of Venue of Taylor Trial Back To Freetown
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The Exclusive
Wednesday, 21 March 2007
May Hinga Norman’s Soul Rests in Peace
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PEEP!
Wednesday, 21 March 2007
Between Chief Norman, The Special Court, The SLPP And The Opposition –A Retort To Labor’s Labors
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PEEP!
Wednesday, 21 March 2007
My Tribute To Chief Sam Hinga Norman – Prof. Ajimefo Awundawolo, PGG (Political Prison Graduate)
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Standard Times
Wednesday, 21 March 2007
Human Rights – Prisoners’ Status Needs Improvement
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Patriotic Vanguard website
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
http://www.thepatrioticvanguard.com/article.php3?id_article=1103
Special Court: Munlo Bids Farewell
- Tuesday 20 March 2007.

PRESS RELEASE
Lovemore Munlo(photo), SC has announced he will leave the Special Court after a year and a half as
Registrar.
“After one and a half years at the Special Court, the time has come to move on”, Mr. Munlo told staff
members last week.
Mr. Munlo became interim Registrar in October 2005. In February 2006, he was appointed Registrar of
the Special Court by the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
In taking up his post in 2006, Mr Munlo said his vision was “to consolidate what the Court has already
achieved and to move forward in providing efficient and professional support to Chambers,
Prosecution and Defence”.
Mr. Munlo numbered among his accomplishments as Registrar a more focused completion strategy which meets projected
milestones, and improved working conditions for local staff.
He also pointed to the conclusion of a host agreement with the Government of the Netherlands and the Memorandum of
Understanding with the ICC, to enable the Special Court to hold the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor in
The Hague.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 20 March 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
AP March 20, 2007

Liberia faces violence as it tries to rein in rubber wealth
MONROVIA, Liberia_Little that's worth anything makes it out of Liberia's war-wrecked ports these days _
except rubber. Three years after the end of a civil war allegedly bankrolled by stolen timber and diamonds,
the gooey latex accounts for virtually all the West African country's exports. Rubber was the first commodity
to return to market after the fighting, and the first to be targeted by ambitious government programs to
redistribute Liberia's natural wealth. The slow and violence-marked reform of the rubber sector shows just
how challenging Liberia's return to healthy trade and resource management will be.

International Clips on West Africa

'Sierra Leonean Women Suffer From Obstetric Fistula,' Mercy Ship

Freetown, Mar 19, 2007 (Concord Times/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --A
press release from Mercy Ship Wednesday stated that thousands of women in Sierra Leone are suffering
from a terrible injury which the organization described as obstetric fistula. "On Tuesday March 20, people
across Sierra Leone will celebrate International Women's Day and the important role women play in society.
But many people are unaware across Sierra Leone that women are suffering from this disease," the release
states.

Local Media – Newspaper
President Dialogues with Media Gurus Thursday
(The News, The Informer, The Inquirer and Heritage)

•

•

The Press Secretary to President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Mr. Cyrus Badio announced that the Liberian
leader will no Thursday, meet with the Press Union of Liberia and a number of media executives to
find a way to resolve some pressing issues which have erupted between the Office of the President
and the Union.
Analysts stated that the meeting was necessary in the wake of the perceived threat the Presidency
poses to the press. But Press Secretary Badio denied the claims and stated that the Government
would do nothing to undermine press freedom in the Country.

Supreme Court Halts Revocation of Newspaper License
(The News, The Informer, The Inquirer, The Analyst and Daily Observer)

•
•

The Supreme Court yesterday placed a temporary halt on revocation of the license of The
Independent newspaper and thereby instructed the the Government of Liberia and the Paper to
remain in status quo and stay all further proceeding until otherwise ordered.
Acting Supreme Court Judge Gladys Johnson, who issued the order said that she notified the parties
to appear before her on 22 March 2007 although according the Government said that it would
appropriately respond to the Paper’s petition to the Court.

Government Turns to Netherlands and Belgium to Rebuild Bridge
(The Analyst, Heritage and The New Liberia)
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•
•
•

According to correspondents, the Government of Liberia allegedly diverted from the DCN, a Dutch
company that evaluated the broken Vai Town bridge with aim of reconstructing it provided the
Government would provide 50 percent of the cost.
Instead, during her visit to Europe, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf reportedly requested the
Governments of Netherlands and Belgium to consider underwriting the cost and carrying out the
reconstruction
The Liberian leader had stated that the agreement with the Company would be reviewed, a move
analysts and commentators thought was due to the lack of money on the part of the Government.

Japan Gives UNHCR Liberia US$2.5m
(The Analyst, Daily Observer, The Informer and New Democrat)

•
•

Japan has signed a grant of US$ 2.5 million with UNHCR-Liberia as reintegration assistance program
to Liberian Returnees which will cover the construction of health and educational facilities including
water supply, and support for operations of NGOs.
In a statement, Japanese Ambassador to Liberia, Masamichi Ishikawa said the grant was part of
efforts aimed at restoring bilateral cooperation between the two countries and hopes that the
effective and successful implementation of those programs would reduce the suffering of Liberian
Returnees. UNHCR Representative to Liberia Mengesha Kebede called on the International Community
to provide continual assistance.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)
President Says Press Censorship Claim Mere Rumours
• Speaking during the monthly phone in programme “Conversation with the President” President Ellen
Johnson-Sirleaf says government has no intention to censor the media and attributed the perception
to mere “rumours”.
• President Sirleaf said as a leader who suffered repression she would in no way sanction the muzzling
of the press.
• She observed that though her government is not perfect, it is striving to respect the rights of all and
hoped that Thursday’s forum with the Press Union and media executives will bring to rest the rumours
of media censorship.
• Meanwhile, the president has dismissed the notion that no country has set pre-condition for the
waiving of Liberia’s debt but disclosed that the International Monetary Fund (IMF) only requested that
Liberia meet some bench marks in terms of fiscal discipline.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Catholic Prelate Alleges Flaws at the TRC
• The Director of the Catholic Media Centre, Father Anthony Bowah says the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission appears nice on the surface but it is full of flaws.
• Father Bowah said TRC has not succeeded in any country and thought it was fear-laden, time and
duty centred instead of human centred with monetary value attached. He said some of the financiers
of the commission are primary perpetrators of the wars in Liberia but are not questioned.

Star Radio (News monitored today at 12:00 noon)
Supreme Court Places Stay Order on Newspaper Ban
Japan Gives UNHCR Liberia US$2.5m
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Voice of America
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
Liberians in US Tell of Civil War Atrocities
By Deborah Block
Minneapolis, Minnesota

In the West African country of Liberia, thousands of people are telling their stories about human rights abuses that
took place in the country, especially during the 14-year civil war. Their comments will become part of a report by
the Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Commission. The aim is to promote healing in Liberia. A large Liberian
community in the U.S. midwest city of Minneapolis, Minnesota is also providing testimony for the report. VOA's
Deborah Block has more.
A recent event in Minneapolis encouraged Liberians to come forward to document atrocities during their country's
years of civil war and conflict between 1989 and 2003.
The conflict began when rebel leader Charles Taylor tried to overthrow Samuel Doe, who had taken over the
country in a military coup. Various rebel factions also battled each other. It is estimated that the violence left at
least 200,000 people dead and displaced a million more.
A private group, Minnesota Advocates for Human Rights, is coordinating the Liberian testimony in the United
States.
Director Robin Phillips says the views of Liberians who live in the U.S. are
crucial. "A lot of the people who fled Liberia were victims of the atrocities there
and if they don't include their statements then the record won't be complete."
Momolu Getaweh was the minister of information under Doe, who was
assassinated in 1990. He says he was astounded how Liberians turned against
each other. "To see students kill their teachers. It's very gruesome some of those
things that we saw, that we witnessed."
After Doe's death, ECOWAS -- The Economic Community of West African
states -- formed an interim government, but Taylor's rebels and other factions
refused to recognize it. Peace accords failed until Taylor agreed to another
Robin Phillips
transitional government. After major fighting ended in 1997, Liberia held
democratic elections. Taylor won the majority of the votes and became president.
During his six years as president, Taylor left Liberia bankrupt and in ruins. Under intense international pressure,
he resigned in 2003 and went into exile in Nigeria.
Then in 2006, after being jailed in Sierra Leone, the United Nations sent him to The Hague, Netherlands for trial.
He faces charges of allegedly backing rebels in the Sierra Leone civil war.
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The Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Commission says its report will not
be used to prosecute Liberians who may have committed crimes. But Liberian
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf told VOA the information could also be used for
other purposes. "The whole process will enhance contrition and forgiveness.
And at the end of the day if the recommendations lead to other forms of justice,
we'll go that route appropriately."
Ben Browne is editor of a Liberian magazine in Minnesota. He is not testifying
for the truth and reconciliation report because he says it is a waste of time.
"There should be a war crimes tribunal set up for people who perpetrated crimes
against the Liberian people. People should pay the price for what they did
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf
during that time."
responds to reporter's
question during a press
Maimen Wopea says he was tortured during the civil war and both his parents
conference at VOA, 16 Feb
were killed. "I know those who did it. And the first time I saw one of my
2007
torturers here, my friends will tell you I shed tears, I didn't know what to do. I
wanted to grab him but I was able to tell him, 'do you remember me?' And when
he said 'no' I told him about our interaction and then he said 'I'm sorry.' Then I broke down in tears."
Law firms in Minneapolis are providing free services to take testimony from local Liberians. Attorney Jim O'Neil
spoke to one man for four hours. "Things that were done in this conflict are almost hard to believe. They are hard
to imagine and how people could do that to other human beings."
O'Neil recently visited Liberia where he says a man on the street opened up to him. "And the story this gentlemen
told involved murder, rape, cannibalism and a mass grave where he said children were buried alive."
But what if these stories are not true, or they are exaggerated? Since all testimony is confidential the commission
hopes most people will tell the truth.
Liberian Truth and Reconciliation commissioner Massa Washington says confidentiality is the only way some
people will find out what happened to their loved ones. "For example, the woman whose son disappeared who is
still waiting after 14 or 15 years. How does she get the answer as to what happened to her son? Someone out there
might know."
There are plans to take testimony in other U.S. cities with large Liberian populations. The Liberian commission's
report is scheduled to be released in 2008.
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IPP Media (Tanzania)
Tuesday, 20 March 2007
http://www.ippmedia.com/ipp/guardian/2007/03/20/86669.html
Tanzanian Journalist Appointed to UN Desk

By Jacqueline Mosha
The UN has appointed veteran Tanzanian journalist Saidi Msonda Deputy Chief of Press and Public Affairs and
Managing Editor with the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL).
Information reaching Dar es Salaam yesterday said Msonda is supposed to report to his new office in the Sierra
Leone capital Freetown immediately.
``I am pleased to offer you appointment as Deputy Chief of Press and Public Affairs/Managing Editor,`` said the
Registrar of the UN-established Court, Lovemore Munlo SC, in his letter of offer.
Before his appointment, Msonda was Public Information Officer and Head of Community Liaison, Outreach and
Print Unit of the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL). UNAMSIL completed its task last year.
UNAMSIL`s Chief of Public Information, Sheila Dallas Katzman, said: ``Msonda worked under my leadership
and demonstrated exceptional professionalism and dedication in his duties.
``He is industrious, tolerant, and very creative and understands the United Nations very well. The young man is an
innovative thinker.``
Prior to serving UNAMSIL, Msonda was Public Information Officer and Head of Outreach Centre of the United
Nations Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) in the northern Ethiopian city of Mekelle.
Previously, he served as Public Information Officer at the UNMEE`s headquarters in Asmara, Eritrea, since
September 2002.
Before joining the UN in 2002, Msonda worked in different capacities with the IPP media group, in particular The
Guardian Limited.
He started his journalism career with Uhuru/Mzalendo newspapers in March 1990.
Msonda received his MA in journalism from the University of Wales in Cardiff (1994-1997).
He has attended a series of courses on journalism and international law, among them from The United Nations
Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR) in New York, at the University of Ghana`s Legon College, at the
International Training College for Conflicts in Pisa, Italy, as well as at The Institute for the Advancement of
Journalism in Johannesburg.
He has also received numerous awards on academic and professional excellence.
The SCSL was established in 2002, to try ``those who bear greatest responsibility`` for war crimes and crimes
against humanity committed in Sierra Leone after November 30, 1996. The brutal civil war was fought from 1991
to 2002.
* SOURCE: Guardian

