SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

A colony of weaver birds nests in a palm tree outside of Freetown.

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office
as at:
Thursday, 29 March 2007

Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact
Martin Royston-Wright

Ext 7217

2

Local News
Hinga Norman’s Autopsy Report Out / Independent Observer

Page 3

Norman Died of Natural Causes / Sierra News

Page 4

Special Court Result Out…/ The Spark

Pages 5-6

Hinga Norman’s Autopsy Report / The New Citizen

Pages 7-8

Norman Died of Natural Causes / Awoko

Page 9

Of Contract Judges and The Spirit of the Constitution / Awoko

Page 10

Special Court Fakes Autopsy Report / Concord Times

Page 11

My Dad Died of Negligence / New Vision

Page 12

SCSL Press Release / Awareness Times

Page 13

The Courts in A Democratic State / Standard Times

Pages 14-15

International News
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL

Pages 16-18

Prosecutor Races to Complete Cases / New York Times

Pages 19-22

Guinea's Leader Names Government / BBC Online

Page 23

3

Independent Observer
Thursday, 29 March 2007

4

Sierra News
Thursday, 29 March 2007

5

The Spark
Thursday, 29 March 2007

6

7

The New Citizen
Thursday, 29 March 2007

8

9

Awoko
Thursday, 29 March 2007

10

Awoko
Thursday, 29 March 2007

11

Concord Times
Thursday, 29 March 2007

12

New Vision
Thursday, 29 March 2007

13

Awareness Times
Thursday, 29 March 2007

14

Standard Times
Thursday, 29 March 2007
The Courts in A Democratic State

15

16

United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 28 March 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Government Sets Up Temporary Disaster Relief Committee
Monrovia, Mar 27, 2007 (Liberia Government/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --The
Government of Liberia has constituted a temporary Disaster relief Committee to visit several
areas affected by recent natural and other disasters. The Committee is headed by the
Ministry of Internal Affairs. Other members of the Committee include the Ministries of
Finance, Planning & Economic Affairs, Education, Health & Social Welfare, Information and
the General Services Agency. At an Emergency Cabinet meeting on Tuesday at the Foreign
Ministry, it was decided that the Cabinet Disaster Relief Committee visits the affected areas
including Nimba, Cape Mount and Margibi Counties. The Committee, according to a Joint
Information Ministry/Executive Mansion Press Release will visit the affected areas to assess
the level of damage in the areas.

International Clips on West Africa

Officers on trial over death in cell
Source: THE INDEPENDENT Date: March 28, 2007
DESSAU Two German police officers are on trial over the death of an asylum-seeker from
Sierra Leone, who allegedly set his mattress alight in a cell. Charges of negligent
manslaughter and bodily harm were filed. Prosecutors say the man's hands and feet were
bound because he was drunk and resisting arrest. Charges of negligent manslaughter and
bodily harm were filed. Prosecutors say the man's hands and feet were bound because he
was drunk and resisting arrest.

Local Media – Newspaper
Government Sets up Temporary Disaster Relief Committee
(The Analyst, The Inquirer, Daily Observer and New Liberia)

•
•
•
•

The Government of Liberia has constituted a temporary Disaster Relief Committee to
visit several areas affected by recent natural and other disasters.
The committee which is headed by the Ministry of Internal Affairs would visit the
affected areas and assess the level of damage done.
The constitution of the committee followed a tropical storm which swept through the
City of Ganta in Nimba County, damaging more than 200 houses including public
institutions last Wednesday.
It can be recalled that fire recently gutted several homes in Venla Village in Kakata,
Margibi County leaving many residents displaced and their properties damaged.
Similarly, more than 125 persons were made homeless when fire destroyed 13
houses in Tewor District, Grand Cape Mount County.

Local Rights Group Says Inmates Languishing in Jail without Trial
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(The News)

•
•
•

A local human rights and pro-democracy organization said several inmates at the
Robertsport prison and other prison centers in Grand Cape Mount County are said to
be languishing behind bars without trial.
The National Prison Monitor (NAPRIM) in a letter addressed to Chief Justice Johnnie
Lewis said most of the prisoners have been in jail for more than six months now
without pre-trial.
The group said the lack of defense counsel in the county was responsible for the
prolonged detention of suspects.

Another Lawmaker is Dead
(The Informer, Heritage, The News and National Chronicle)

•
•
•

Grand Bassa County District number three Representative Edward Bueh Sundaygar of
the Liberty Party is dead.
Representative Sundaygar died early yesterday morning at the John F. Kennedy
Medical Center in Monrovia following a prolonged illness.
His death brings to three the number of lawmakers who have died since the
inauguration of the Government.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 6:45 pm)
Government sets up Temporary Disaster Relief Committee
•

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Press Union and Catholic JPC sign MOU
•
•
•

The Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC) and the Press Union of Liberia
yesterday renewed a Memorandum of Understanding to provide free legal services to
the Liberian Media.
According to the MOU, legal services will only cover bona fide and duly accredited
press union institutions and individuals and in matters connected with the
performance of their journalistic duties.
The PUL will accordingly bring to the attention of the JPC any harassment,
intimidation and physical abuse or threat of deaths made against the union and its
individual members.

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Opposition Liberia Unification Party Frowns at Bickering in Legislature
•

The opposition Liberia Unification Party (LUP) has frowned at lawmakers for
“arrogantly’ ignoring the bribery claim before the house judiciary committee.
• According to LUP Assistant Secretary General, Miller Catakaw, the bribery issue
should have superseded the election of a speaker and said the party considers the
behaviour of the law makers as an attempt to evade justice and shield those who
allegedly received bribe.
• Few Months ago, some members of the House of Representatives were accused of
receiving US$ 5.000 bribe each to remove former Speaker Edwin Snowe but the
house judiciary committee said there was no evidence to carry out the probe.
Former AFL Soldiers Form Group to Ensure Peace and Stability in the Country
• In an interview, former Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) soldiers benefiting from the two
hundred scholarships provided by government have organized a group that would
work in maintaining peace and stability in the country.
• An official of the group, Jerry Kollie said the scholarship beneficiaries want to ensure
that ex-AFL soldiers stay away from violence and channel their grievances through
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peaceful means. He said the group was formed to encourage former soldiers to get
actively involved in rebuilding the national.
****

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board
or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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The New York Times
Sunday, 25 March 2007
Prosecutor Races to Complete Cases
Justice Hassan Bubacar Jallow, chief prosecutor at the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda, ICTR, sits comfortably in his chair, like all men and women who are used to power. His
CV runs to six pages recounting his many achievements, but giving nothing away about the
private man.
Jallow, 57, has been in a number of jobs that called for strong leadership - justice minister and
Supreme Court judge in Gambia; judge for the appeals chamber of the United Nations Special
Court for Sierra Leone; and an elected judge for the International Criminal Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia, ICTY. He also worked on the African Charter on Human and People's Rights
which was adopted in 1981.
When he took the job at the ICTR in September 2003, he walked into an institution facing
criticism for the slow progress of its cases, as well as the fact that there were no indictments
against members of the Tutsi-dominated Rwandan Patriotic Front, RPF, the ruling party, and
President Paul Kagame in relation to their possible crimes committed by them during the 1994
genocide.
Nor did it help that his predecessor - Switzerland's Carla Del Ponte - was clearly unhappy that her
contract with the ICTR was not renewed. Prior to September 2003, she was chief prosecutor for
both the ICTY and the ICTR. UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan then decided to split the jobs
and brought in Jallow for the Rwandan tribunal.
Del Ponte said publicly that the UN had bowed to pressure from Rwanda. Kagame had called for
her resignation, and she believed this was because she had started investigations against former
RPF members.
The lack of indictments of RPF members remains a source of intense criticism.
Interviewed by IWPR in his sunny office at the tribunal in the northern Tanzanian town of
Arusha, with 3,000 metre Mount Meru in the distance, Jallow simply said, "The office of the
prosecutor is working on the RPF cases. The work is ongoing."
The ICTR has not so far been able to prosecute RPF members because it depends heavily on the
cooperation of the Rwandan authorities to pursue prosecutions.
Observers remain sceptical that anything will be done to bring alleged RPF perpetrators of abuses
to justice, since the ICTR has to wrap up all cases by 2008 and its appeal cases by 2010.
Commenting on his experience working under both Del Ponte and Jallow, a prosecutor who
wishes to remain anonymous told IWPR, "Del Ponte was used to making public statements. She
was always running around. In contrast, Jallow is extremely calm. He is a diplomat, not just in the
way he deals with the government of Rwanda, but also with people working under him."
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Jallow laughed gently when asked about his management style. "I listen carefully before I take
decisions. I may not make many public statements, but I do respond publicly when it is
necessary," he said.
For Jallow one of the biggest challenges of the job is to bring witnesses to court to testify against
those accused of the 1994 genocide, in which an estimated 800,000 to one million people - Tutsis
and moderate Hutus - were systematically killed in just 100 days.
"It is especially difficult to deal with sexual-offence witnesses," he said. "There is a lot of
reluctance among these victims to come to court and to testify. We have had to work very hard to
make sure these witnesses are available and are brought to court.
"We work in an adversarial process, which can be extremely difficult for the witness. Every
witness who has been subjected to a sexual crime knows that her evidence will be tested and
challenged. For the duration of the trial, she will have to relive every moment of the ordeal over
and over as she is questioned and cross-examined by the defence team as well as the prosecution."
It is difficult to persuade women who have since married to give evidence, and others may not
wish to publicise their ordeal or simply want to look to the future rather than the past.
"I wish that we could have been more successful regarding sexual violence offences," he said.
"There are difficulties in investigations, preparation and presentation of prosecution cases for all
these reasons. The prosecution has consistently charged for rape where it believes there is
evidence to support it. Of the 86 accused who have been indicted at the ICTR so far, 37 have been
charged with rape and 22 are still on trial. Of the 12 completed rape cases, only four have been
convicted on rape counts. The remaining eight were convicted on other counts."
He admitted that the rate of convictions for rape has been low, despite the fact that sexual
violence was a widespread strategy used by perpetrators of the genocide. "We intend to improve
on this in the remaining cases," he said.
Although the Rwandan government's cooperation is crucial to the functioning of the ICTR,
relations have often been less than cordial. President Kagame has made scathing comments about
the ICTR, claiming that the court was established "to do as little as possible", and accusing the
West of allowing "French leaders" to get off scot-free even though he says they "directly took part
in the genocide by aiding the Hutu militias".
When the indictees Emmanuel Bagambiki, a senior official in the former Hutu government, and
André Ntagerura, former minister of transport and communication, were acquitted a few years
ago, there were protests against the ICTR decision from Kigali. Ordinary people as well as
government officials were unhappy with the acquittals.
Jallow visited Rwanda to explain the judicial process and managed to calm emotions. In an
interview with the Rwandan news agency Hirondelle, he said, "We need support and help from
Rwanda in terms of providing us with evidence we can present to the court to make sure that we
have a successful prosecution."
He says the relationship with Rwanda has improved dramatically. The ICTR is working closely
with the country on many levels, including training lawyers and others in the legal fraternity.
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"I empathise with the people of Rwanda," he said. "I listen to the government of Rwanda, and
then I put forward my own position. I have tried to enforce a positive partnership which is both to
the benefit of the Rwandan people and to the rest of the world.
"The ICTR owes it to the victims and survivors to make sure the process where perpetrators of the
genocide are brought to justice is seen through and brought to a conclusion."
Jallow travels to Rwanda at least every six weeks to see government officials, and often meets
Kagame. He has visited major massacre sites and most of the provinces, and speaks to survivors,
potential witnesses and officials about possible co-operation with the ICTR.
"The Rwandans are trying to put in place witness protection programmes for witnesses testifying
in national and gacaca courts," he said. "It is a big challenge for the community. Not only does
justice have to be administered, but the witnesses later have to be re-integrated into their
communities."
The 12,000 or more community-based "gacaca" courts work in the open air, using traditional
rather than formal judicial procedure. They are being used as an alternative to courtroom trials
because of the sheer number of cases - some predicted that these would have otherwise taken 150
years to conclude. The ICTR is involved in a skills-enhancement programme to help the
authorities administer the gacaca courts.
Another challenge for Jallow has been to pare down the list of individuals to be brought before
the ICTR.
"We investigated hundreds of people," he said. "Due to time constraints, the ICTR has to wrap up
its trials by 2008 and complete appeal cases by 2010. We had to find other places to prosecute
some of the perpetrators. We have handed over 30 files to Rwanda."
A lot of criticism against the ICTR has revolved around the huge amount of time spent on cases.
Under Del Ponte, groups of indictees were thrown together and tried jointly. This has led in some
cases to trials that have dragged on for years. A case in point is the so-called Butare trial, in which
a former minister of family affairs, Pauline Nyiramasuhuko, is on trial with five others. The case
has been going on for six years.
Since September 2003, the prosecutor's policy has been to proceed with individual cases. While
existing multiple-accused cases have been allowed to continue, no more have been filed in the last
three years. The statistics show that on average, the individual cases do not take more than four
months to try.
In the trial of Tharcisse Renzaho, a former prefect of Kigali charged on six counts of genocide,
complicity in genocide, crimes against humanity, murder and rape, the prosecution recently
completed its case in just 12 days.
Negotiating guilty pleas has also been an important part of the completion strategy. Of the cases
concluded, seven have been guilty pleas.
After nearly four years as the chief of prosecution at the ICTR, Jallow concluded, "I have learned
more about law. I have learned about the intricacies of prosecution and the investigation of
genocide crimes, and I have had to deal with many technical and logistical challenges."
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He is certain the world needs preventive measures to ensure that genocide never happens again.
"This can be achieved by creating a good-governance environment in each country where core
values like human rights and the equality of all people are respected," he said. "As a community
and as individuals, we have to go back to basic values where people are taught to respect each
other, to love their neighbours and to be forgiving. If there is respect, other things flow from that.
"Some may think the idea of love and respect for neighbours is naive, but in Rwanda - where
these elements were lacking neighbours turned against neighbours, religious leaders against their
flocks and family members against each other."
Asked about the charge that international tribunals are "western" judicial systems alien to Africa,
Jallow replied, "The tribunals have been established by the Security Council of the United
Nations, which represents the international community. Rwanda requested a tribunal to be set up,
and the standards and laws of the (Rwandan and Yugoslav) tribunals are universally accepted
ones."
Rumour has it that the ICTR will close its doors at the end of 2008, and the appeal cases will
move to The Hague. Jallow's appointment runs until September 2007, but it seems reasonable to
anticipate that this will be extended.
He himself was non-committal when asked whether he wanted to stay on until 2008 or even 2010.
"The prosecutor is appointed by the Security Council of the UN. The decision lies with them," he
said.
Stephanie Nieuwoudt is a South African freelance journalist based in Nairobi who reports for
IWPR Africa on the ICTR trials in Arusha.
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BBC Online
Wednesday, 28 March 2007
Guinea's leader names government
Guinea's president has named a new government, a month after
appointing a consensus prime minister to end a series of
crippling strikes.
Lansana Conte's decree was announced in a television broadcast
to the West African nation.
It came after consultations with Prime Minister Lansana
Kouyate.

President Conte won a third term in
2003 elections despite poor health

More 100 people were killed during a seven-week period of unrest earlier this year in the
country. Most were shot by Guinea's security forces.
A broadcast by Mr Kouyate accompanied President Conte's decree.
"I have formed a government team which the president has seen fit to accept, and which will
immediately tackle the problems we face," it said.
The prime minister said that tackling high unemployment was his government's priority.

