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The Spectator
Wednesday, 7 March 2007
The Domestic Violence Bill: A Discussion
By Lotta Teale
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The Christian Monitor
Tuesday, 6 March 2007
Penfold decries British Government over Norman
Former British High Commissioner to Sierra Leone Peter Penfold, has criticised the British
government for citing Sierra Leone as one of its foreign policy successes while grave injustice
reigns in the country.
Citing the case of the unexpected death of Chief Sam Hinga Norman, he said the late man ‘is
regarded as the real hero who helped restore peace and democracy to Sierra Leone. His arrest and
incarceration for the past four years by the UN’s special war crimes court has been a grave
injustice’.
Penfold, was British envoy at the time of the overthrow and restoration of the deposed
government of Ahmad Tejan Kabbah in 1998. He was writing in a letter published in the Times in
London last week. He is the architect of the re-imposition of the Kabbah government for which he
paid dearly with his job.
Norman’s death he said ‘is not only a great loss to his family, his friends, and his country, but also
a tragedy for all those who not only talk about peace and democracy but are prepared to fight and
die for these causes.’
Peter Penfold, who is a lover of Sierra Leone, is currently in the country to oversee preparations
for the forthcoming trip to the UK and Gibralta of the choir of the Milton Margai School for the
Blind. He is the chairman of the school’s UK Association charity. His visit coincided with the
death of the late Chief Norman whom he visited in prison on all the occasions he visited the
country in the past three years.
Meanwhile, we are reliably informed that, the autopsy on the body of the late chief Norman, to
ascertain the cause of death was carried out yesterday Monday 5th March. The result is due
today. The body is expected to be flown to Freetown this week to be followed by the burial. We
will keep readers posted.

12

United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 6 March 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
VOA 05 March 2007

Liberians look to Foreign Investment for Reconstruction
By Darren Taylor, Washington

Liberia’s authorities recently launched a massive international drive aimed at reconstructing
the country. The tiny West African state of 3.5 million people was largely destroyed by civil
conflict that began with a coup in 1980, and lasted until 2004. President Ellen Johnson
Sirleaf – Africa’s first elected female head of state – has appealed to international investors
to help rebuild Liberia. The country is rich in minerals, including gold and oil, but remains
one of the poorest nations in the world.

International Clips on West Africa

UN chief hails Ivory Coast peace accord
UNITED NATIONS, March 5, 2007 (AFP) - UN chief Ban Ki-moon on Monday hailed the peace
accord signed by Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo and his main rebel foe and said he
looked forward to further talks on details of the deal and the role the UN is expected to play.

AU calls for implementation of Ivory Coast peace deal
ADDIS ABABA, March 5, 2007 (AFP) - African Union Commission chief Alpha Oumar Konare
on Monday called for the implementation of a landmark peace deal signed between the Ivory
Coast president and the main rebel leader. In a statement, Konare called on President
Laurent Gbagbo and rebel chief Guillaume Soro to "implement the commitments they have
undertaken and on Ivorian political leaders to sustain the momentum."

Peace accord hailed across Ivory Coast
ABIDJAN, March 5, 2007 (AFP) - Ivory Coast opposition parties and media on Monday
hailed a new peace accord signed by President Laurent Gbagbo and the country's main rebel
leader, calling it "a source of hope" but expressing some doubts as to its implementation.
"This accord is a source of hope for the Ivory Coast and its people who have suffered so
much in this situation of neither peace nor war," Koffi Niamkey, a spokesman for the
Democratic Party of the Ivory Coast (PDCI), previously the country's single party, told AFP.

Local Media – Newspaper
Liberian President Joins Counterparts to Mark Ghana’s Anniversary
(The Inquirer, The Informer, The News, Heritage, New Vision and Daily Observer)

•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf yesterday departed for Ghana to join more than 30
other world leaders to mark the 50th Anniversary of Ghana and extended Liberia’s
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compliments to Ghana for its support in the realization of peace and recovery of
Liberia. The Presidential Press Secretary Mr. Cyrus Badio said that the Liberian leader
will move on to Spain, Japan and Brussels as part of her 10-day trip aimed at seeking
debt relief, strengthening bilateral relations and looking for investors to come Liberia.
UN Food Agency Dispels “Damaging” Newspaper Report
(The Inquirer and New Democrat)

•

According to The Inquirer and New Democrat newspapers, the World Food
Programme (WFP) - Liberia Country Director Louis Imbleau, in a press release,
discounted a newspaper report last week that the agency distributed food unfit for
human consumption to two of its distribution partners, and not only described the
report as “categorically untrue”, but depicted some ignorance on the part of the
paper’s investigators to the working of the WFP.

Corruption Suspect Lawyers Refute Claims
(The Analyst and The Inquirer)

•

Speaking to reporters in Monrovia yesterday, the Legal Counsel of corruption suspect
former Commerce Minister Samuel Wlue, Attorney Syama Cyrenius Cephas rejected
claims that his client escaped the Country to evade justice and added that he was at
liberty to go anywhere once he had been charged and sent to court.

Senate Committee Debates Major Steel Agreement Today
(Heritage)
•

A release issued in Monrovia yesterday said that the Senate Committee on Lands,
Mines, Energy, Natural Resources and Environment will today commence public
hearings which would lead to ratification of the Mittal Steel Agreement already signed
by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)
President Johnson-Sirleaf Leaves for Ghana
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Lawyers for Former Commerce Minister Dismiss Claims of Evading Justice
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Government Identifies Nearly US$300m “Bogus” Domestic Debt
• Speaking during a simulcast yesterday, Finance Minster, Dr. Antoinette Sayeh said
government will begin paying some of its domestic debt by March 15 but said a
vetting process discovered that US$297.47 million of the claims were
bogus. According to Dr. Sayeh the country’s “valid” domestic debt is in the tune of
US$303.87 million and not US$913.81 million as was thought.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

After Losing Major Case Government Transfers Assistant Justice Minister
• [sic:] Credible sources have informed Radio Veritas that Assistant Justice Minister for
Litigation, Morris Kaba has been transferred to Rivercess as County Attorney.
• [sic:] According to sources Attorney Kaba was re-assigned based on a
recommendation of Justice Minister Frances Johnson-Morris but it is unclear why he
was removed from his post.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)
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Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)
Newspaper Vendors Boycott Sale of Local Dailies
• In an interview today newspapers vendors say they have boycotted the sale of two
local dailies, The Inquirer and The News newspapers and warned its members against
the sale of the papers.
• According to the vendors’ spokesman, Emmanuel Korkor the boycott comes in the
wake of the papers selling to the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), 18
Liberian dollars instead of the standard price of 20 Liberian dollars. But, senior editors
of the two papers debunked the vendors’ claim and said it was one of the vendors
that won a bid to supply newspapers to UNMIL at 18 Liberian dollars.
Senate Committee to Hold Public Hearing on Mittal Agreement Today
• A release issued in Monrovia yesterday said, the Senate Committee on Lands, Mines,
Energy, Natural Resources and Environment will begin to hold public hearings on the
Mittal Steel Agreement on today, Tuesday.
• The Mittal Steel Agreement is currently before the Legislature for ratification and the
committee called on members of the public and interested individuals and institutions
to attend the hearing.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.

