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Special Court for Sierra Leone
Press and Public Affairs Office

PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 7 March 2007
Body of Sam Hinga Norman Handed Over to Family
The body of Sam Hinga Norman was handed over to family members today after being returned
to Sierra Leone from Dakar, Senegal.
Mr. Norman’s body was flown by helicopter from Lungi International Airport to the United
Nations headquarters in Freetown, arriving just before 1:00 p.m.
In a brief but solemn ceremony, Special Court Registrar Lovemore Munlo, SC and a
representative of the family signed a document which formally handed the body over to family
members.
Mr. Norman was taken to Dakar in January for a routine medical procedure which is not available
in Freetown. The procedure was performed successfully on February 8. On February 22, Mr.
Norman collapsed in his hospital room. Doctors attempted unsuccessfully to revive him.
#END
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Cocorioko website
http://www.cocorioko.net/Hinganormansbodyflownintofreetown.html
Wednesday, 7 March 2007
Hinga Norman’s Body Flown Into Freetown
Sam Hinga Norman jnr and Dr.Albert Joe Demby carried mournful looks on their faces, a
reflection of the emotions of the moment, as they brought the body of the late Interior Minister
and Coordinator of the Civil Defence Force, Sam Hinga Norman, to Freetown from Senegal this
afternoon
The body arrived at the Lungi International Airport in Freetown shortly after noon in a United
Nations aircraft and was taken next by helicopter to the Bintumani Hotel Helipad, where
mournful family collected it.
Today, the Special Court announced that it has handed the body over to the family. Norman died
two weeks ago after undergoing hip replacement surgery at a hospital in Senegal. An international
autopsy was held on Monday and the results have yet to be officially announced. Read the Special
Court announcement
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International Justice Tribune
Monday, 5 March 2007
Editorial
Norman's death: a fatal blow for the Sierra Leonean model
Thierry Cruvellier
For Sierra Leoneans, the trial of Sam Hinga Norman was the most important to come before the
Special Court created in 2002 in Freetown. The former head of the Civil Defense Forces (CDF)
was considered by many a hero in the war. For others, he was also responsible for the crimes
against humanity committed by the CDF.
Indicted in 2003 while he was Minister of the Interior of a democratically elected government,
Norman consequently represented a major legal and historical issue. "Does being at the head
make you a criminal?
What brought me to call on the civil defense? Was it to commit a crime or to defend this country
against criminals? That is the question," asked Norman during an interview with IJT, March 6,
2003. His death at 67, in a Dakar hospital on February 22, dashes all hopes for the Special Court
to answer his question. It is a fatal blow for this court that had wanted to embody a model of
international justice both closer to the populations concerned and more effective than the tribunals
for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. The results are sobering: when the Special Court shuts its
doors after 6 years it will have judged only 8 individuals - all of secondary importance, in six
years in Freetown. Its most important defendants - Sankoh, Bockarie, Koroma and Norman - will
have escaped, either by dying or by fleeing. As for its last big case, that of former Liberian
president Charles Taylor, the Special Court decided to try it in The Hague, far from the people of
Sierra Leone and Liberia. Unable to judge Norman in four years and unwilling to try Taylor in
Sierra Leone, the Special Court has failed to deliver on promises of a new and improved model of
international criminal justice.
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Inter Press Service (Johannesburg)
Wednesday, 7 March 2007
Rape, Gender Violence the Norm in Post-War Liberia
By Thalif Deen
United Nations
When the West African state of Liberia was torn apart by 14 years of civil war, the victims of the brutal
insurgency included mostly women and children who were subject to rape and sexual violence.
"Not only are the terrible consequences of this still felt by many Liberian women today, but violence
against women and rape continue unchecked," says a new study on Liberia by Action Aid, an international
development agency based in South Africa.
Rape is currently the most serious crime plaguing Liberia, with an average of eight cases reported per
week, and many more never reported to the authorities.
Titled "U.N. Peacekeeping in Liberia: International Engagement in Addressing Violence Against
Women", the study has been released to coincide with a two-week session of the U.N. Commission on the
Status of Women, which ends Friday.
Asked if isn't ironic that sexual abuse continues unabated in post-war Liberia, the first African country
with a female head of state, Ernest Gaie, ActionAid country director, told IPS: "The election of President
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf (in 2005) has given women's rights an unprecedented profile and momentum in
Liberia and the president is personally committed to tackling rape and violence against women."
However, he said, Liberia's political system, government institutions and society have not been
transformed overnight and the country is still emerging from 14 years of civil war.
Still, important steps have been taken, such as the introduction of a new rape law the day before the
president's inauguration.
"But implementing these mean transforming the dysfunctional justice system. And to do this the
government needs significant political and financial support from the international community," Gaie
added.
Liberia's violent civil war was triggered by the National Patriotic Front, a rebel group headed by Charles
Taylor, a former Liberian president, who is awaiting trial in The Hague on charges of war crimes.
Despite the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement by the warring parties three and a half years
ago, "women continue to be dehumanised in many ways, and are often deprived of their universal and
interdependent rights," Gaie said.
Since September 2003, the 15,200-strong U.N. Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has been overseeing
peacekeeping operations in the country; monitoring a ceasefire agreement; and supporting humanitarian
and human tights activities in the country.
The mandate of UNMIL ends Mar. 31. But the ActionAid study recommends that UNMIL's mandate be
extended for at least a year in order to "develop regional security mechanisms, with the intention of
keeping an effective military presence in the country for several more years."
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"The Security Council should note that Liberia remains in a fragile state and should call on the
international community to provide generous funds for long-term poverty reduction, peace building and
promotion of just and democratic governance," the report said.
The study also said that UNMIL can and has played a significant role in tackling violence against women.
It also points out that UNMIL has been essential in restoring stability, state authority and the rule of law,
and as such, has directly contributed to stemming rape and protecting women.
The U.N. mission has also helped establish "an effective criminal justice system to end impunity, deter and
punish rape and provide a modicum of justice for survivors."
A report by the U.N. Security Council late last year said that despite considerable overall improvement, the
security situation in Liberia "remains fragile and continues to be anchored on the presence of UNMIL, as
the new police service is still in its formative stages and the recruitment for the new armed forces is just
beginning."
Continued efforts are required to manage the internal potential threats to stability, in particular possible
violent reactions from elements that stand to lose from the government's far-reaching reform programme,
disgruntled ex-combatants, former members of the armed forces and police service, and frustrated
unemployed youth.
Gaie said that rape will not be eliminated in a year or even during Sirleaf-Johnson's period in office or
UNMIL's lifetime.
"But after 14 years of civil war, Liberia's women, with support of the new president and the international
community are taking crucial steps towards eradicating this scourge," he added.
Alan Doss, the U.N. Special Representative for Liberia, told reporters last month Sirleaf-Johnson has
"done a terrific job by anybody's standards."
"There was a sense she was in charge, but she has been in office for just one year out of a five-year term,
so it was still early" to expect more from her, he added.
Asked if it was prudent to assign peacekeepers to stop the violence against women in Liberia, particularly
at a time when U.N. peacekeepers are being increasingly accused of rape and sexual abuse in various
peacekeeping missions overseas, Gaie told IPS: "Rape and sexual abuse by U.N. peacekeepers is a gross
violation of their duty to protect the local population and must be urgently tackled."
Sexual abuse however is not just committed by the United Nations, but also by aid workers and local
people, often in positions of authority, such as teachers.
It is therefore something that all actors must tackle together and the U.N.'s "zero tolerance" policy is
welcomed and should be built on.
In Liberia only two cases of rape by U.N. personnel have been reported compared with eight cases per
week across the country. The United Nations, in particular, can contribute significantly to tackling rape
through supporting the local police and court system.
Furthermore, UNMIL's role in bringing stability to Liberia, and therefore ending widespread rape during
the war, cannot be underestimated, Gaie added.
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Cyprus Mail
Thursday, 8 March 2007
Impunity for war crimes against women
By Louise Arbour
THE PLIGHT of victims of sexual attacks during conflict has come to the fore once again when last week,

the International Criminal Court’s Prosecutor requested summons for two Sudanese connected
with atrocities in Darfur. According to the Prosecutor, there is strong evidence pointing to the
suspects’ responsibility for mass rape and other war crimes. Previously, the ICC had issued an
arrest warrant for the leader of the Lord Resistance Army, a rebel group in Uganda, on the ground
of war crimes, including ordering sexual enslavement and rape.
Thus, ICC action is gearing up to bolster the cumulative experience of international justice
mechanisms that have brought to light specific types and patterns of sexual crimes targeting
mainly women and girls in war torn zones, as well as identified individual responsibilities in their
commission. The work of these courts has also highlighted the difficulties in prosecuting
perpetrators and countering the culture of impunity that shields their criminal acts. Such impunity,
of course, permeates all societies, be they peaceful or at war. Not by coincidence, this year
International Women Day is dedicated to combating this pervasive lack of accountability. It is,
however, in times of war that the effects and consequences of impunity are at their starkest. This
is due both to the widespread, systematic and often sustained nature of sexual attacks and to the
number and callousness of perpetrators.
Although at their most brutal in war, sexual abuses against women often stem from longstanding
prejudices, a lack of equality and discrimination that had condoned such violence all along. When
perpetrators go unpunished, they are emboldened to strike again, perpetuating and encouraging
vicious cycles of attack and reprisal even when a country emerges from conflict. Rendering
justice to the victims is, therefore, not only a moral imperative, but also a precondition for
reconciliation and peace to take hold.
Yet, sexual violence has been traditionally underreported and under-prosecuted. As a result, such
crimes have long been considered as regrettable but unavoidable byproducts of armed
confrontation. Women as victims or pawns of belligerents could demand no recourse.
Only recently has this powerlessness been addressed, primarily by the groundbreaking work of
the International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. The tribunals
defined systematic violence against women as crimes for which those responsible could be held
accountable, thereby empowering victims to have their day in court. The creation of the
International Criminal Court gave an additional boost to such emerging jurisprudence and
changing mind set. Its statute stipulates that rape, sexual slavery, enforced sterilisation, or any
other forms of sexual violence of comparable gravity are considered as war crimes. If these acts
are committed as part of widespread or systematic attacks on a civilian population, they constitute
crimes against humanity.
It now remains to be seen whether governments will accede to the Court’s requests and surrender
the suspects for trial. But if government non-compliance is potentially the main obstacle to the
course of international justice, there are other factors that hamper prosecution. Victims of all
forms of violence are often reluctant to come forward, in large part because they have little
confidence that justice will be done. Although some of the perpetrators may have been
apprehended, others, as well as their accomplices, may remain at large and therefore capable of
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inflicting further harm to victims, witnesses and their families.
The Special Court for Sierra Leone has made strides in addressing such hindrances in the face of
a monumental task: as the result of ten years of conflict and the belligerents’ methods of warfare
in that country, the brutality of sexual violence was extraordinary, and its victims were to be
counted in the thousands. The Court benefited from its proximity to the victims, the parallel work
of a Truth and Reconciliation Commission and a framework that protected the victims and
ensured that their dignity was preserved. The ICC, too, is building on previous experiences and
strengthening legal assistance and protection for victims.
Although the mandate and machinery of international courts have become increasingly more
sophisticated and far-reaching over the years, gender justice continues to remain the exception
rather than the rule. Successfully prosecuted cases represent just the tip of the iceberg. The crux
of the matter in combating impunity is the requisite political will to tackle it. Often slow to gear
up into motion, such political will needs to be mobilised through domestic and international
pressure as well as continuous scrutiny.
Louise Arbour is United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights
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Voice of America
Tuesday, 6 March 2007
Egypt Calls for Investigation Into Reported Israeli War Crimes in 1967
Egypt's Foreign Minister Ahmed Aboul Gheit has asked Israel
to investigate charges that Israeli troops may have killed
Egyptian prisoners during the 1967 Six-Day War.
Aboul Gheit and his Israeli counterpart, Tzipi Livni, discussed
the controversy Tuesday in Brussels, where the two were
attending a European Union meeting.
Israeli Cabinet Minister
Binyamin Ben Eliezer at a press
conference with Egyptian
Minister of Petroleum Sameh
Fahmy, right, in Cairo, in this 30
June 2005 file photo

Livni says the claims are not justified and she has asked Aboul
Gheit to try to ease tensions that have mounted in Egypt over
the allegation.

The charges emerged when Egyptian media reported on a recent
Israeli TV documentary. Egyptian news reports claimed the documentary said an Israeli military
unit killed 250 Egyptian POWs at the end of the war.
An Egyptian parliamentary committee Tuesday threatened to review economic relations and
agreements with Israel if the incident is not investigated.
The Israeli filmmaker who created the documentary says the Egyptian media distorted his film.
He says the incident involved Palestinian guerrillas killed in battle during the war, not unarmed
Egyptian prisoners.
Israel has agreed to hand over a copy of the film and its transcript to Egypt.
On Monday, Israeli Cabinet Minister Benjamin Ben-Eliezer postponed a visit to Egypt because of
rising tensions over the documentary. Ben-Eliezer commanded the military unit at the center of
the controversy.
Some information for this report was provided by AFP, AP and Reuters.
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BBC
Wednesday, 7 March 2007
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-pacific/6425589.stm
Talks to Save Khmer Rouge Trials
Cambodian and international judges have begun talks to prevent the possible collapse of the Khmer Rouge
trials.
The trials - which aim to put the surviving leaders of the brutal Maoist regime in the dock - have ground to
a halt over procedural differences.
Foreign judges want full international legal standards, while the Cambodians say local law must take
precedence.
About two million people died during the years that the Khmer Rouge ruled Cambodia in the 1970s.
Aging defendants
Trial hearings are theoretically due to start later this year.
But according to the BBC correspondent in Phnom Penh, Guy De Launey, there is a real possibility that
the trials will collapse before they have even started.
The international judges have made it clear that they see this week's meeting as the final chance to make
sure the trials meet international standards.
"All the judges are mindful that the upcoming... meeting is of vital importance," tribunal officials said in a
recent statement.
Key leaders such as Ta Mok died before reaching court
If an agreement cannot be achieved, the foreign contingent will ask the UN to pull out.
But local officials have been equally adamant that Cambodian law has to have prime importance in the
special courts, and according to our correspondent, they feel they have been unfairly portrayed as being the
sole cause of the delays.
There are more than 100 items under discussion at this week's talks, but many have already been resolved
after lengthy informal negotiations.
Those involved admit that time is of the essence, if they are to bring elderly Khmer Rouge members to
court.
"There is one point on which the international judges are unanimous - these trials should take place
quickly or not at all," French judge Marcel Lemonde of France told AFP news agency.
The death of military commander Ta Mok late last year heightened fears that more key defendants and
witnesses could die before facing justice.
Pol Pot, the founder and leader of the Khmer Rouge, has already died, in a camp along the border with
Thailand in 1998.

