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Telegraph (UK)
Saturday, 14 April 2007
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/04/15/wliberia15.xml
Britain will pay high price for jailing former Liberia dictator, ministers warned
Melissa Kite, Deputy Political Editor, Sunday Telegraph
A pledge by Britain to imprison the former African dictator Charles Taylor, on trial for war crimes, was
thrown into doubt last night as a leaked memo highlighted the potential costs.
The notorious former president of Liberia faces a lifetime in jail if he is found guilty at the International
Criminal Court in The Hague. The sentence will be served in Britain if emergency legislation is passed by
Parliament this week. But in a leaked government briefing document prepared for ministers, concern
centres on cost and safety issues.
The memo states: "A possible objection to the Bill relates to the potential cost of imprisoning Taylor in
the UK. Some may argue that, with the UK prison system heavily loaded and given the other demands on
the UK taxpayer, it is not appropriate to commit government funds to imprison foreign nationals." It says
the cost of keeping an inmate in high security detention is "in the region of £44,000" a year.
Taylor is standing trial on 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity. He is said to have
armed rebel forces, including child soldiers high on drugs, who raped and mutilated civilians during the
1991-2002 civil war in neighbouring Sierra Leone which left 200,000 dead. He has pleaded not guilty.
The memo also raises the issue of risk. It says Taylor might choose to remain in Britain after his release,
claiming asylum, and that this "might represent a danger to the public or a drain on public resources".
Advising ministers on how best to present the Bill, the memo concludes: "Overall, the argument will be
that the Government does not enter into such commitments lightly but that, by making this relatively
modest financial contribution, the UK will be making a major contribution to the cause of international
justice."
The move comes at a time when Britain faces an unprecedented crisis in both the prison and immigration
services and following the debacle over the release of foreign prisoners facing deportation. This week it
was reported that the prison population has hit a record high of 80,220 - with prison overcrowding costing
the Home Office almost £5 million a month in payments for emergency accommodation in police cells.
The Foreign Secretary, Margaret Beckett, agreed last summer that Britain would allow Taylor to be kept
in a British jail after other European countries, among them Sweden, Denmark and Austria, refused and
no African country was deemed suitable.
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Agence France-Presse
Monday, 16 April 2007
Govt concerned over cost of jailing Liberia’s Taylor
LONDON: The government’s offer to jail former Liberian president Charles Taylor if he is convicted of
war crimes is in doubt because of the potential costs of his detention, the Sunday Telegraph newspaper
said.
The weekly published details of a leaked government memo that highlighted the cost of keeping such a
high-profile inmate in jail as “in the region of £44,000” a year.
The House of Commons is to debate whether to pass emergency legislation allowing his detention here
when it returns from its Easter break this week.
According to the newspaper, the memo states: “A possible objection to the Bill relates to the potential cost
of imprisoning Taylor in the UK.
“Some may argue that, with the UK prison system heavily loaded and given the other demands on the UK
taxpayer, it is not appropriate to commit government funds to imprison foreign nationals.”
The memo also reportedly highlights the fact that Taylor may choose to stay in Britain after his release or
claim asylum and that this “might represent a danger to the public or a drain on public resources”. It
advises the government to argue that such commitments are not entered into lightly but by its action “the
UK will be making a major contribution to the cause of international justice”.
Taylor is considered to be the single most powerful figure behind a series of civil wars in Liberia and
neighbouring Sierra Leone between 1989 and 2003, which between them left about 400,000 people dead.
He has been indicted by the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone on charges of crimes against
humanity, war crimes and violations of international human rights.
He is accused of sponsoring and aiding rebel groups who perpetrated murder, sexual slavery, mutilation
and conscription of child soldiers in Sierra Leone’s civil war in exchange for a share in the lucrative
diamond trade.
Foreign Secretary Margaret Beckett said last June that London had agreed to a request by the former UN
secretary general Kofi Annan that if Taylor were convicted, he would serve his sentence in Britain. – AFP
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The Daily Reflector
Friday, 13 April 2007
http://www.reflector.com/local/content/news/stories/2007/04/13/ECU_UN_speaker.html
U.N. judge speaks at ECU forum
Social justice is a familiar topic for Bankole Thompson.
A former prosecutor in his native Sierra Leone and longtime
legal scholar there and in the United States, Thompson has a
role in redressing social injustices in his home country.
Since 2002, he has been a judge on the United Nations Special
Court on Sierra Leone, which considers war crimes stemming
from the country's decade-long civil war.

JUDGE BANKOLE THOMPSON, right,
talks with James Anderson, chairman of the
department of criminal justice at East
Carolina University.

injustices around the world.

"Nobody should have the right to ... assault human dignity in
any way, much less the massive way" such violations occurred
during the Sierra Leone war, Thompson told an ECU audience of
more than 100 Thursday afternoon.
Although he touched on his work with the war crimes court,
Thompson focused on the U.N.'s efforts to eliminate social

"Social justice posits that all persons are entitled to basic human needs, regardless of superficial
differences," in race, gender, economic status and elsewhere, he told an audience of more than 100
people at the A.J. Fletcher Recital Hall.
The U.N. has been intimately involved with social justice issues, most notably in the goals it adopted
in September 2000, Thompson said. They include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

the eradication of extreme hunger and poverty
universal primary education
empowering women and advancing gender equity
reducing child mortality and improving maternal health
combating the spread of HIV, malaria and other infectious diseases
ensuring environmental sustainability and equitable global development.

The U.N. set benchmarks to be met by 2015 on the eight goals. They won't be met without
concerted efforts from the world's nations, Thompson said.
"The millennium development goals are both financially affordable and technically feasible," he said.
"The international community has no excuse not to accomplish these goals."
Peter Romary, an attorney with ECU's Student Life Division, applauded Thompson's work with the
war crimes court in Sierra Leone.
"Being a high court judge is one thing," he said. "Being a judge for the United Nations is quite
another, and it is an honor to have you here."
Thompson delivered the 2007 Carolyn Freeze Baynes lecture on social justice. ECU's College of
Human Ecology sponsors the lecture series, which memorializes Baynes, the late namesake of a $5
million gift. Thompson is on leave from his position as dean of graduate studies at Eastern Kentucky
University to serve on the U.N. court.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 13 April 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
BBC Last Updated: Thursday, 12 April 2007, 18:34 GMT 19:34 UK

Liberia shuts 'hide-out' cemetery
By Jonathan Paye-Layleh

Liberia's largest cemetery has been closed by the president because it is being used as a criminal
hide-out. It has become a favorite haunt for Monrovia's underworld after makeshift structures in the
capital's slums were demolished and squatters evicted. The assistant information minister said the
graveyard had been turned into a drug den, which would not be tolerated.

UN Takes Home More Liberian Refugees
By Richard Attenkah

Tema, Apr 12, 2007 (Ghanaian Chronicle/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --THE UNITED Nations
(UN) in collaboration with the International Organization of Immigrants (IOI) over the weekend
repatriated a total of 213 Liberian refugees who were based in Ghana and Nigeria to their home
country. Out of the total number, 167 were picked up in Nigeria on March 24 to Ghana where the
additional 46, based here at the Buduburam Refugee Camp joined their colleagues at the Tema Port
enroute to Monrovia, capital of Liberia.

International Clips on West Africa

Ivory Coast grants amnesty as peace plan advances
By Loucoumane Coulibaly

ABIDJAN, April 13 (Reuters) - Ivory Coast President Laurent Gbagbo has signed into law an amnesty
for crimes against the state in the latest boost for a new peace deal to reunite the country after a
2002/2003 civil war. The law, published in the government daily Fraternite Matin on Friday, covers
crimes committed by soldiers and civilians living in the country and abroad, but excludes war crimes
and economic crimes in what was once a thriving African economy.
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Former House Speaker Granted Bail for Theft
• Correspondents said that the former House Speaker Edwin Snowe was granted an insurance
bond of US$1.8 million when he appeared in court yesterday on corruption charges having
been arrested by the Monrovia City Court at the Temple of Justice for allegedly stealing more
than US$1 million when he served as Managing Director of the Liberia Petroleum Refining
Company during the tenure of the National Transitional Government of Liberia.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Former Miners Want Government Intervention
• The Spokesman of some 2,000 workers of the former Bong Mining Company, Mohammed Goe
called on the Government to intervene by ensuring that they get their money back from the
Liberia Bank for Development and Investment (LBDI).
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•

Mr. Goe said that the workers deposited US$677,000 at the Bank on an 18 percent
investment rate annually for 18 months, adding that after the period expired in June, 2001,
the LBDI failed to pay the money in question because it had been credited by some former
officials of the regime of former President Charles Taylor. The workers said that the Civil Law
Court had ruled in their favour and ordered the Bank to pay their money.

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL
Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access
the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr.
Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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Star Radio (Liberia)
Sunday, 15 April 2007
http://www.starradio.org.lr/latest-news/president-orders-end-to-trial-by-ordeal-2.html
President orders end to trial by ordeal
Written by Vivian Gartyn
The Liberian leader has ordered an end to trial by ordeal in River Gee County.
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf gave the order during her visit to the county.
The president warned that anyone caught conducting trial by ordeal locally known as sassy wood would
be arrested and prosecuted in accordance with law.
River Gee is noted for the practice of sassy wood.
The Justice ministry had initially banned the practice of sassy wood throughout the country and threatened
punitive measures for violators.
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BBC
Friday, 13 April 2007
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6553547.stm
Amnesty for Ivory Coast conflict
Ivory Coast President Laurent Gbagbo has signed a law giving
amnesty for crimes committed during the civil war.
The amnesty, part of a recent peace deal, applies to both the
New Forces rebels and the armed forces loyal to President
Gbagbo.
Last month human rights group Amnesty International
condemned Ivory Coast's "climate of impunity" and said both
sides were guilty of large-scale rape.

The new PM (l) must now
work with the president, his
former foe

A BBC correspondent says there will be no local prosecutions for such crimes.
Any on-going prosecutions are to be dropped immediately, and prisoners convicted of crimes
covered by the amnesty will be released.
Economic crimes are a notable exception, as they are not covered by the amnesty.
Fears
The BBC's James Copnall in Ivory Coast says the new law will go some way to reassuring both
sides that they can move forward in the peace process without fear.
Significantly, the amnesty is backdated to September 2000.
That means that crimes committed by loyalist soldiers before the
war broke out will also be wiped off the slate.
The amnesty law is one of a number of measures aimed at
bringing the country to free and fair elections within 10 months.
Two weeks ago, rebel leader Guillaume Soro was named prime
minister, and next Monday the removal of a buffer zone between the belligerent parties is due to
begin.
But our correspondent says the man Mr Soro replaced - Charles Konan Banny - voiced the fears
of many Ivorians when he told the BBC he thought both Mr Soro and President Gbagbo had
hidden agendas behind their apparent drive to peace.
Ivory Coast, previously the richest state in West Africa, has been split in two since rebels seized
the north in 2002.
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BBC
Monday, 16 April 2007
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/6558617.stm
Macedonia pair begin Hague trial
The first trial of men suspected of committing war crimes
in Macedonia is due to begin at The Hague.
Former Macedonian Interior Minister Ljube Boskovski and
his ex-bodyguard Johan Tarculovski are accused of killing
seven ethnic Albanians in 2001.
Mr Tarculovski ran a private security unit loyal to Mr
Boskovski during a six-month ethnic Albanian rebellion.

Ljuboten is remembering its
dead as the trial begins

Prosecutors say there were no military targets in the area where the attack took place. Both
men deny the charges.
Mr Boskovski, 46, who was the last man indicted by the International Criminal Tribunal
for the Former Yugoslavia, was said to have effective command and control over the forces
from his position as interior minister.
Mr Tarculovski, 32, is accused of directing the attack on the village of Ljuboten, the
prosecution says.
A five-year-old was among those who died in Ljuboten, the court says.
According to charges presented by the court, the attack on Ljuboten was launched as a
retaliation for an attack which killed eight Macedonian soldiers.
First but not last?
During Macedonia's six-month insurgency in 2001 the country's nationalist government
fought to suppress guerrillas from the country's ethnic Albanian militias.
Mr Tarculovski and Mr Boskovski were the last two men to be indicted by the war crimes
tribunal in The Hague over alleged atrocities committed in the former Yugoslavia.
The BBC's Geraldine Coughlan, in The Hague, says while they are the first to face charges
over events in Macedonia, more could arrive before the tribunal winds down in 2010.
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United Nations News
Friday, 13 April 2007
http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=22209&Cr=icty&Cr1=
UN tribunal transfers Bosnian Croat convicted over deadly village attack to Spain
13 April 2007 – A former Bosnian Croat militia commander who was sentenced to 12 years’

jail for a notorious attack on a village where more than three dozen Muslims were killed will
serve the rest of his sentence in Spain after being transferred today by the United Nations
war crimes tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.

Ivica Rajić

Ivica Rajić, 48, became the 27th person to be transferred by the International Criminal
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), which sits in The Hague in the Netherlands, to
another European country to serve out the remainder of his custodial sentence.

As a result of agreements signed by countries and the ICTY, men or women convicted by the Tribunal are
now serving their sentence in Austria, Germany, Spain, Norway, Italy, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, France
and the United Kingdom.
Mr. Rajić, former commander of the Second Operational Group of the Bosnian Croat Army, pleaded
guilty in October 2005 to four charges relating to breaches of the Geneva conventions: wilful killing,
inhumane treatment (including sexual assault), extensive destruction, and appropriation of property not
justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and wantonly.
At his trial the ICTY judges found that Mr. Rajić’s crimes in the central Bosnian village of Stupni Do on
23 October 2003 “were committed on a large scale, were of particularly violent nature and caused severe
pain to the victims and their relatives.”
Under the command of Mr. Rajić, Bosnian Croat forces attacked and gained control of Stupni Do, forcing
residents out of their homes and robbing them of valuables before sexually assaulting some of the women.
The village was largely destroyed and 37 Muslims, almost all non-combatants, were killed.
When one group of villagers tried to flee, two women and three children were murdered in front of their
home, while another group were found hiding in a cellar and killed. The bodies of other victims –
including elderly women and young children – were found burned inside their house or their shelter.
In a separate attack on the same day, Mr. Rajić and his forces rounded up more than 250 Muslim men,
regardless of their civilian or military status, in the nearby town of Vareš. The men were arrested, often
robbed, and then detained at two schools under treacherous conditions in which many were beaten.
The ICTY noted the importance of the role Mr. Rajić played in these events when, following orders of his
own superiors, he planned and ordered the attacks and further ordered the rounding up of Muslim
civilians, knowing the substantial likelihood that criminal acts would ensue following these orders.
As mitigating circumstances, the Tribunal held that Mr. Rajić’s guilty plea helped to establish the truth
surrounding the crimes committed in Stupni Do and Vareš, and also noted the remorse he expressed at his
sentencing hearing.

