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Special Court for Sierra Leone
Press and Public Affairs Office

PRESS ALERT
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 23 April 2007
Special Court Outreach Mission to Liberia
A high-level mission from the Special Court will visit the Liberian capital Monrovia on April 2526. The mission will be led by Acting Registrar Herman von Hebel and will include Prosecutor
Stephen Rapp, Principal Defender Vincent O. Nmehielle, and other Special Court officials.
The mission, which is being arranged with the assistance of the United Nations Mission in Liberia
(UNMIL) pursuant to Security Council Res. 1750, will include high-level meetings with Liberian
and United Nations officials, a town hall meeting, visits to William V.S. Tubman High School
and the University of Liberia, and a meeting with members of Liberian Civil Society.
The acting Registrar, the Prosecutor, and the Principal Defender will provide updates on the work
of the Court and the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor at The Hague. They will
also answer questions and make clarifications of easily avoidable misunderstandings.
The mission is in line with the Security Council’s call (Res. 1688) for the Special Court “to make
the trial proceedings accessible to the people of the subregion”. It is the first visit by Special
Court officials to Liberia since 2004, and the first since Mr. Taylor was turned over to the custody
of the Special Court.
A press conference by the Acting Registrar is scheduled for 25 April at 3:30pm at the UNMIL
Media Centre. The Prosecutor and the Principal Defender will be also present to respond to
questions from journalists.
#END
The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone. It is
mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30 November
1996. To date, the Prosecutor has indicted eleven persons on various charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other
serious violations of international humanitarian law.
INFORMATION FOR MEDIA - NOT FOR ADVERTISING
Produced by the
Press and Public Affairs Office
Special Court for Sierra Leone
Mobile: 232 76 655 237
Email: SCSL-pressoffice@un.org
Visit our website at www.sc-sl.org
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Awareness Times
Tuesday, 24 April 2007
Special Court for Sierra Leone Outreach Mission to Liberia
A high-level mission from the Special Court will visit the Liberian capital Monrovia on April 2526. The mission will be led by Acting Registrar Herman von Hebel and will include Prosecutor
Stephen Rapp, Principal Defender Vincent O. Nmehielle, and other Special Court officials.
The mission, which is being arranged with the assistance of the United Nations Mission in Liberia
(UNMIL) pursuant to Security Council Res. 1750, will include high-level meetings with Liberian
and United Nations officials, a town hall meeting, visits to William V.S. Tubman High School
and the University of Liberia, and a meeting with members of Liberian Civil Society.
The acting Registrar, the Prosecutor, and the Principal Defender will provide updates on the work
of the Court and the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor at The Hague. They will
also answer questions and make clarifications of easily avoidable misunderstandings.
The mission is in line with the Security Council’s call (Res. 1688) for the Special Court “to make
the trial proceedings accessible to the people of the subregion”. It is the first visit by Special
Court officials to Liberia since 2004, and the first since Mr. Taylor was turned over to the custody
of the Special Court.
A press conference by the Acting Registrar is scheduled for 25 April at 3:30pm at the UNMIL
Media Centre. The Prosecutor and the Principal Defender will be also present to respond to
questions from journalists.
The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the
Government of Sierra Leone. It is mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest
responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30 November 1996. To date, the
Prosecutor has indicted eleven persons on various charges of war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and other serious violations of international humanitarian law.
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The Independent (Freetown)
Tuesday, 24 April 2007
War Crimes Court Officials to Visit Liberia
A high-level mission from the Special Court in the West African state of Sierra Leone will visit
neighbouring Liberian capital Monrovia on April 25-26.
The two countries were engulfed in civil wars over the past decades. Liberia's former president
Charles Taylor was indicted by the Special Court for war crimes in Sierra Leone for supporting
rebels of the Revolutionary United front of Sierra Leo that committed numerous atrocities
including the hacking off of hands and limbs of civilians.
A release from the Special Court for war crimes in the capital Freetown states that the mission
will be led by Acting Registrar Herman von Hebel and will include Prosecutor Stephen Rapp,
Principal Defender Vincent O. Nmehielle, and other Special Court officials.
It is being arranged with the assistance of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) and
will include high-level meetings with Liberian and United Nations officials.
The statement says, "The acting Registrar, the Prosecutor, and the Principal Defender will provide
updates on the work of the Court and the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor at The
Hague. They will also answer questions and make clarifications of easily avoidable
misunderstandings".
It is the first visit by Special Court officials to Liberia since 2004, and the first since Mr. Charles
Taylor (who is on trial at The Hague) was turned over to the custody of the Special Court.
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The Patriotic Vanguard
Tuesday, 24 April 2007
Special Court Outreach Mission to Liberia
According to a Special Court press alert issued yesterday, a high-level mission
from the Special Court will visit the Liberian capital Monrovia on April 2526. The mission will be led by Acting Registrar Herman von Hebel (photo)
and will include Prosecutor Stephen Rapp, Principal Defender Vincent O.
Nmehielle, and other Special Court officials.
The mission, which is being arranged with the assistance of the United
Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) pursuant to Security Council Res. 1750,
will include high-level meetings with Liberian and United Nations officials, a
town hall meeting, visits to William V.S. Tubman High School and the
University of Liberia, and a meeting with members of Liberian Civil Society.
The acting Registrar, the Prosecutor, and the Principal Defender will provide updates on the work
of the Court and the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor at The Hague. They will
also answer questions and make clarifications of easily avoidable misunderstandings.
The mission is in line with the Security Council’s call (Res. 1688) for the Special Court “to make
the trial proceedings accessible to the people of the subregion”. It is the first visit by Special
Court officials to Liberia since 2004, and the first since Mr. Taylor was turned over to the custody
of the Special Court.
A press conference by the Acting Registrar is scheduled for 25 April at 3:30pm at the UNMIL
Media Centre. The Prosecutor and the Principal Defender will be also present to respond to
questions from journalists.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 24 April 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

President Sirleaf Bestows Liberia's Highest Civilian Honor on
American Billionaire, Robert L. Johnson
Apr 23, 2007 (Liberia Government/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --American
billionaire, Robert Johnson has been admitted into the Humane Order of African Redemption
with the grade of Knight Great Band. In a citation, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said she
was bestowing the honor on Mr. Johnson in recognition of his outstanding contributions in his
entrepreneurial abilities for the improvement of the Black race and mankind in general and
Liberia in particular. At an official ceremony Monday in honor of a visiting American Trade
and Investment Mission, led by Mr. Johnson, the President recalled the commitment made by
the American billionaire at the Clinton Global Initiative Forum in New York, to raise US $30million dollars for investment in Liberia. Mr. Johnson announced a fulfillment of the
commitment at the Liberia Partnership Forum this year when he announced that US$30million dollar had been raised in conjunction with the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation and the African Development Fund.

International Clips on West Africa

UN sees easing of tensions in Ivory Coast
ABIDJAN, April 24, 2007 (AFP) - Tensions have clearly eased in Ivory Coast since rival
leaders signed a peace deal, the UN's assistant secretary-general for peace missions Hedi
Hannabi said on Tuesday. "I found that there is a very clear, very palpable lessening of
tension," he told a UN-run radio station at the end of a two-week fact-finding mission.
Hannabi said he had detected a "very clear willingness" of rival leaders to implement the
peace accord, which was signed last month. Also on Tuesday the Ivorian cabinet met in
Grand-Bassam, south of the capital, to discuss the implementation of the peace accord, an
official source said.
Local Media – Newspaper

Major Concession Agreement Gets Final Endorsement
(New Democrat, The News, The Informer, Daily Observer, The Inquirer, The Analyst, and Heritage)

•

Following a rather prolonged delay coupled with pressure from the population, the
House of Representatives has finally ratified the Mittal Steel Mineral Development
Agreement and has subsequently forwarded it to the Senate for concurrence. The
Lawmakers voted overwhelmingly on Monday to pass the agreement after experts
and civil society groups articulated positive opinions on the matter.

Liberia Honors African-American Billionaire
(Heritage, The Analyst, Daily Observer, The Informer, The Inquirer, The News and New Democrat)

•

The Liberian Government on Monday admitted an African-American billionaire, Robert
L. Johnson, into the Humane Order of African Redemption, one of Liberia’s highest
honors.
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•
•

In a citation, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said the honor was in recognition of Mr.
Johnson’s outstanding contributions in his entrepreneurial abilities for the
improvement of the black race and mankind in general and Liberia in particular.
At an official ceremony on Monday in honor of the 25-man visiting American Trade
and Investment Mission led by Mr. Johnson, the Liberian President recalled the
commitment made by the American billionaire at the Clinton Global Initiative Forum
in New York to raise US$30 million for investment in Liberia.

Lawmaker Wants Donors’ Funds Budgeted
(The News)
[sic:] River Gee County Representative Elijah Sieh said that funding from donors
•

should be channeled through the national budget. Representative Sieh believes that
when donors’ money is appropriated in the national budget, it would be spent rightly
and therefore strengthen Government revenue base to tackle key priorities.
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Black American Billionaire Foresees Investment Partnership with Liberia
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

American Academicians Assess Liberian Universities
• A delegation of the Association of American State Universities and Colleges has
arrived in Liberia to assess the needs for higher education in the Country and has
begun holding talks with education authorities to get first-hand information on
problems facing higher education here.
• The delegation’s head, Mr. George Mehmeper told a news conference that the team
was putting together a long-term programme including providing opportunities for
Liberians to study abroad and later return home to contribute to the education sector.
• For his part, Education Minister Dr. Joseph Korto said that the delegation was
representing over 400 State Universities and Colleges in the United States and that
their present in the Country would bring relief to the Sector.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Lawmakers Finally Endorse Major Steel Development Agreement
• The House of Representatives yesterday passed the Mineral Development Agreement
between the Government of Liberia and Mittal Steel with an amendment to Article 12
which excluded the Company from the Dedicated Committee to be established to
manage some US$3 million to be allocated to Nimba, Bong and Grand Bassa Counties
where the Company will operate. The Committee would now only comprise the three
counties under the supervision of the Central Government in consultation with their
Legislative Caucuses.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

International Conference on Changing African Politics Opens in Monrovia
• In her remarks at an international conference of African democracy forum on
changing Africa’s political culture through women’s political participation, President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf called on the women to serve as role models for young girls by
encouraging them to take positions in national development.
• She also urged the participants to discuss the issue of networking in order to help
women come together not only at conferences but to mobilize resources to help
support one another in their quest for high office.
• President Johnson Sirleaf told the conference that the Government was currently
trying to re-examine the Laws and Statutes to ensure that the best practices used in
other countries are applied here, assuring that the Government would help Liberian
women to have equal opportunity with men.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)
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Government Finally Handovers Rubber Plantation
• Correspondents said that the Government of Liberia has handed over the Cocopa
Rubber Plantation in Nimba County to the Liberia Company, its original owner through
its legal representative, the Sherman and Sherman Law Firm.
• The head of Government’s Management team that supervised the Plantation, Mr.
Lodean Teage suggested the need for the Company to reduce the strength of its
security and improve basic social services.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Court Postpones Writ Hearing Due to Absence of Defence Lawyers
• According to Sources at the Supreme Court, hearing into the writ of prohibition filed
by the former Chairman of the National Transitional Government of Liberia (NTGL),
Mr. Charles Gyude Bryant was postponed to today, Tuesday because his lawyers were
unable to file their “legal brief” on time. The former Chairman and several officials of
the Transitional Government are being tried for financial malpractices they allegedly
committed during the tenure of the NTGL.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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The Inquirer (Monrovia)
Tuesday, 24 April 2007
How Did Jungle James Leave Liberia?
This paper has reliably learnt that Daniel James, alias "Jungle James", travelled out of the country
through Bo-Waterside.
Immigration sources told The INQUIRER that records available did indicate that "Jungle James"
went through the normal immigration procedures at the border and went into neighboring Sierra
Leone.
The whereabouts of "Jungle James" have been an issue of concern following a claim by Grand
Cape Mount Senator, Abel Massaley, that Jungle James had been kidnapped by the Special Court
covert operatives in Sierra Leone.
However, Mr. James who surfaced over the weekend denied the claim and simply said that he
went on a business trip to Geneva. Mr. James is not presently inclined to give details on how he
left the country.
Deputy Immigration Commissioner, Archie Williams, who was contacted on the issue yesterday,
said that documents available suggest that Jungle James left the country "legally" as he went
through the normal immigration procedures.
As to whether Jungle James was indeed kidnapped, the Deputy Commissioner said that the
situation did not suggest that he was kidnapped. "He went through normal immigration
formalities," he maintained.
Meanwhile, Jungle James who made a brief stop at The INQUIRER yesterday still declined to
give further details on his trip to Geneva, Switzerland; instead, he remained steadfast that he was
never kidnapped. Jungle James said his initial reaction was necessary because of what the Senator
said.
"I'll talk to the Liberian people at the appropriate time," James promised.
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Voice of America
Tuesday, 24 April 2007
Former Child Soldier Testifies Before US Congress
U.S. lawmakers are considering legislation aimed at cracking down on the recruitment and use of
child soldiers by other countries. A former child soldier in Sierra Leone's civil war testified
before a Senate panel Tuesday about the horrors he faced after rebels forcibly recruited him to
fight for their side. VOA's Deborah Tate reports from Capitol Hill.
Ishmael Beah was only 13 when he became a child soldier for
the rebel Revolutionary Union Front in Sierra Leone. He says
he had no choice; it was either join or be killed. His family had
been killed in the civil war, and he had no other means of
survival.

Ishmael Beah (Feb 2007 photo)

Now 26 years old, the soft-spoken Beah told his story to
members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, who listened with
rapt attention.

"I could not shoot the gun at first," he recalled. "But as I lay there watching my friends getting
killed, the seven-year-old boys crying for their mothers as life departed their little bodies, and the
blood from my friends who had died, covering my hands and face, I began shooting. Something
inside me shifted, and I lost compassion for anyone. After that day, killing became as easy as
drinking water. I had lost all sense of remorse. Our commanders gave us drugs, marijuana,
cocaine, and brown-brown, a concoction of cocaine and gunpowder, before battle to anesthetize
us to what we had to do."
Three years after he was recruited by the rebels, Beah was rescued by a grassroots rehabilitation
organization for child soldiers. He immigrated to the United States and now lives in New York.
Beah has written a book about his experience, A Long Way Gone:
Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, and is an advocate for former child soldiers.
He came to Capitol Hill to urge changes in provisions of U.S.
immigration law that prevent child soldiers who flee civil war from
obtaining asylum or refugee status in the United States.
"Not only do we need to pressure governments to immediately cease
its use of child soldiers, we need to also convince our own government
to provide the humanity so sorely lacking, by not detaining those
former child soldiers so fortunate to come to the United States," he
noted.
Senator Dick Durbin, an Illinois Democrat, agreed that reforms to immigration law should be
considered. Durbin has sponsored legislation known as the Child Soldiers Prevention Act of
2007, which aims to press governments to end recruitment and use of child soldiers. The measure
would limit U.S. military assistance to countries identified in the annual State Department Human
Rights reports as recruiting or using child soldiers.
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"I am sorry to say that recruiting and using child soldiers is not a crime under U.S. law," he said.
"So the U.S. government is unable to prosecute perpetrators who are found in our country."
Kenneth Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch, says the bill is a step in the right
direction.
"The loss of U.S. military backing would be a powerful political blow to these governments, and
a strong motivator to ending any involvement in child recruitment," he noted.
Roth says the legislation could also have an indirect impact on recruitment and use of child
soldiers by rebel groups.
"There is little hope of curbing child recruitment by rebel armies as long as they can justify their
use of children by pointing to child recruitment by governments," he added. "The stronger we
can make the international norm against the use of child soldiers, the harder it will be for rebel
groups to pay the political price of using them."
There are an estimated 300,000 child soldiers in the world. Among the countries where child
soldiers are known to be recruited and used are Burma, Laos, Sri Lanka, Colombia, Uganda,
Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo.

