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Local News
Prosecutor Sys No Sealed Indictment / Awoko

Page 3

Taylor’s Trial Starts June 4 / Concord Times
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‘Norman’s Death Turns Special Court into a Scarecrow of Injustice…’/ Standard Times
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AI Calls For Abolition of Death Penalty in Sierra Leone / Standard Times
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Justifying Punishment / Standard Times
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International News
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL
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Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone Seek to Revive Bloc / Reuters
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Ugandan LRA Rebels Reject Counsels for Peace Mediator / Voice of America
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Awoko
Tuesday, 1 May 2007
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Concord Times
Tuesday, 1 May 2007
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Standard Times
Tuesday, 1 May 2007
‘Norman’s Death Turns Special Court into a Scarecrow of Injustice and Financial Miscalculations’

6

7

Standard Times
Tuesday, 1 May 2007
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Standard Times
Tuesday, 1 May 2007
Justifying Punishment
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 30 April 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
BBC Last Updated: Friday, 27 April 2007, 21:26 GMT 22:26 UK

UN lifts Liberia diamond sale ban
The United Nations Security Council has voted to lift a 2001 ban on the export of diamonds from
Liberia. The ban was meant to stop proceeds from the sale of so-called "blood diamonds" fuelling
wars in West African nations. Correspondents say the UN decided Liberia has made enough
progress, but that it must certify diamonds for sale do not originate from conflict zones. Two years
ago Liberia elected its first democratic leader, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, since its civil war.
New York Times April 28, 2007

Liberia: Diamond Ban Lifted
By WARREN HOGE

The United Nations Security Council unanimously approved the lifting of a 2001 blockade of the sale
of so-called blood diamonds from Liberia that fuelled wars in West Africa. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the
Liberian president, had pressed for an end to the embargo as necessary to revive the economy of her
impoverished nation, and Emyr Jones Parry, left, Britain’s ambassador to the United Nations, said the
decision reflected confidence that the country now met the standards of the Kimberley Process, an
industry initiative certifying the origins of diamonds entering international trade. The Council lifted
similar restrictions on Liberian timber sales in June.

International Clips on West Africa
There were no relevant stories on West Africa in the international media today.
Local Media – Newspaper

UN Lifts Sanctions on Export of Diamonds from Liberia
(Liberian Express, The Informer, The News, New Democrat, The Analyst, The Inquirer, Daily Observer and
Heritage)

•
•

The United Nations has lifted the sanction on the exports of diamonds from Liberia, more
than three years after it was imposed. The decision was reached last Friday by the United
Nations Security Council having unanimously adopted resolution 1753.
According to the Daily Observer, the lifting of the sanction was greeted with great
anticipation, relief and jubilation in Liberia, especially among those involved in the huge
diamonds sector that had prayed and yearned for such action by the UN Security Council.

Liberian President Appraises GEMAP
(Liberian Express, The Informer, New Democrat, Public Agenda and Heritage)

11

•

The Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said the experience of the Governance
Economic Management Assistance Programme (GEMAP) has been mixed. The President
acknowledged that despite the progress made in other financial management areas,
GEMAP has failed to live up to expectations in other areas, attributing the failure in some
areas to the lack of teamwork.

UNMIL Deploys to Avert Youth Uprising in Bong Mines
(The Liberian Express and New Democrat)

•

The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has deployed dozens of Nigerian police
officers in troubled areas in the former iron ore mining town of Bong Mines in Bong County,
where youth protested the killing of a 5-year-old boy and set ablaze a police station,
motorbikes and barricaded major entry points, preventing security personnel and
journalists access to the area.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Rights Group Says Security Forces Fuel Tension at Rubber Farm
• A human rights group, the Foundation for International Dignity (FIND) said that officers of
the Liberia National Police and the Plant Protection Department fuelled the tension that
erupted at the Firestone Rubber Plantation Company.
• During a news conference yesterday, two of the organization’s Executives Roosevelt Woods
and Dixon Sio Gblah stated that workers of the farm demonstrated peacefully and thought
that there was no reason why officers from the two security groups should use excessive
force to disperse them.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Students across Liberia Begin Regional Exams Today
• Correspondents said that over 50,000 students across Liberia will today, Monday,
commence this year’s West African Examination Council test to evaluate them having
completed the curriculum prescribed by the Ministry of Education. The Council’s head, Mr.
Elie Lamin told journalists that his Office and the Ministry of Education put in place security
measures during the testing period but warned against cheating as violators would be
arrested and prosecuted.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Widows of Deceased Soldiers Appear for Benefit
• During a gathering in Monrovia Sunday, some widows of soldiers of the Armed Forces of
Liberia appealed to President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf to ensure that they get their dead
husband’s benefits instead of Government’s offer of vocational training skills because they
were too old to sit in classrooms.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL
Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access
the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact
Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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Reuters
Monday, 30 April 2007
Guinea, Liberia, Sierra Leone seek to revive bloc
By Saliou Samb
CONAKRY, April 30 - Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone sought to put a decade of civil wars behind
them on Monday by reviving a regional bloc which has been stymied by frontier disputes between the
West African neighbours.
At a meeting in the Guinean capital Conakry, Guinean Prime Minister Lansana Kouyate urged the
heads of state of the Mano River Union (MRU) to resolve problems dividing the three-nation group. It
takes its name from a river which starts in Guinea and forms the boundary between Liberia and Sierra
Leone,
"The Mano River Union, which has just undergone a turbulent period of more than a decade, is today
embarked on a process of revitalisation which will benefit the development of our countries," Kouyate
said in his opening speech.
High on the list of problems facing the three nations is a territorial dispute between Guinea and Sierra
Leone over a patch of land alongside the Makona river, occupied by Guinean troops during Sierra
Leone's 1991-2002 civil war and claimed by both countries.
"None of our countries can achieve its development aims unless all of us work together," Liberian
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf said in a speech before going into a closed-door meeting with her
Guinean counterpart Lansana Conte and Sierra Leone's Ahmed Tejan Kabbah.
Ivory Coast President Laurent Gbagbo also attended as an observer.
Founded in 1973 to encourage economic cooperation between Liberia and Sierra Leone, the Mano
River Union was expanded seven years later with the addition of Guinea. It was abandoned due to the
civil wars in Liberia, from 1989 to 2003, and Sierra Leone, which pitted the nations against one
another.
Liberia's then-president Charles Taylor accused Guinean leader Conte of backing the LURD rebels in
his country, while Kabbah said Taylor was funding and arming Sierra Leone's RUF insurgents,
notorious for their child soldiers who hacked limbs off civilians.
The Mano River Union was reactivated at a summit in 2004 but has since been undermined by ongoing
border disputes.
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Voice of America
Tuesday, 1 May 2007
Ugandan LRA Rebels Reject Counsels for Peace Mediator
By Peter Clottey
Washington, D.C.

Uganda’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels have rejected the choice of counsels for the mediator of the
talks WITH the government. Mediator Rieke Marchar chose the two legal consultants to advice him on the
International Criminal Court (ICC) arrest warrants against the top leadership of the LRA. But the rebels claim
Owiny Dollo and Jacob Oulanyah are sympathizers of President Yoweri Museveni’s government. Sources say
the two have met LRA leader Joseph Kony and his deputy Vincent Otti on three occasions to enlighten them on
the ICC arrest warrants against them for war crimes. Their position has however been that the government has no
powers to ask the (ICC) to drop the charges, contrary to what the LRA negotiators tell Kony and Otti.
Major Felix Kulayigye is the spokesman for the Uganda’s ministry for Defense. From the capital, Kampala, he
told VOA that he regrets the rebel’s rejection of the mediator’s choice of counsels.
“To begin with, we find that rejecting rather unfortunate because the mediator reserves the right to choose whom
to advise him on what matters. These particular individuals are experts in their own statutes. And their own
statutes that established the International Criminal Court, which indicted the top LRA commanders, and I would
imagine that the mediator had wanted to have people that are knowledgeable in their own statutes during
negotiations, particularly on how it would affect the peace process,” he said.
Kulayigye denied the two counsels would be involved in a conflict of interest.
“I don’t think that is correct because; one, Honorable Jacob Oulanyah was a member of parliament and he was
the chairman of the legal and parliamentary affairs committee. He subscribed to one of the opposition parties in
this country. Two, Honorable Owiny Dollo has been out of government for a very long time and indeed he’s
been in private practice here in Kampala,” Kulayigye noted.
He said the two are best suited to act as legal consultants to mediator Rieke Marchar.
“These two are Acholi’s by tribe, the very tribe that most of the LRA, 99 percent are. So, who would be better
placed to be interested in these matters than such individuals?” he said.
Kulayigye dismissed as childish calls for the government to back the rebels’ demand to have the arrest warrants
against its top leadership suspended or revoked.
“I’m afraid that is being simplistic. Government as of now is not the determining factor on the question of the
ICC. The arrest warrants were issued after the chief prosecutor has convinced the top chamber that there was a
case to answer. Now, it is not government at this juncture to turn around and demand for the suspension of the
warrants as the rebels are trying to put it,” Kulayigye pointed out.
He said there are conditions that must be considered before the arrest warrants against the rebel leadership could
be suspended or revoked.
“For government to engage the ICC or for government to engage the Security Council with the view to ask it to
seek the suspension of the arrest warrants, it must have a package in return. It must show that impunity would be
addressed, that justice and accountability would be addressed. In the absence of those, it would be an attempt in
futility to think that the International Criminal Court or the Security Council would listen to government about
suspending the arrest warrants,” he noted.
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Kulayigye said the government is protesting the movement of the rebels because it is flouting the agreement
signed between the government and the rebels.
“The protest is about movement to the east, the LRA requested that their troops should be allowed from THE
east in Southern Sudan to the west so that they could gain the command of LRA in Ri-Kwangbe, which IS in the
extreme southwest. So when we see movement of the LRA to the east, it certainly causes a lot of questions,” he
said

