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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 27 June 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

Liberia watchdog takes corruption claims to parliament
MONROVIA, June 27, 2007 (AFP) - Liberia's top financial watchdog has defended his claims that President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf's post civil war regime is more corrupt than its predecessor whose leaders are facing fraud
indictments. The West African country's auditor-general John Morlu was summoned to parliament to explain recent
allegations made in the media, producing a 13-page document to back them up.

Liberia: U.S. Peace Corps 'Crisis Corp' On Assessment Mission
- Meets With President Sirleaf
Allafrica.com- 27 June 2007---An Assessment Team from the United States Peace Corp Crisis Corp Unit has paid a courtesy call on President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf to acquaint the
President with the Team's week-long visit to Liberia. While in the country, the Team will
evaluate potential programs and sites for Crisis Corps Volunteers, a program with the Peace
Corps that mobilizes Returned Peace Corps Volunteers, to provide short-term humanitarian
services to countries worldwide.

Lessons From Taylor's Trial
The Monitor (Kampala)
OPINION
27 June 2007
By Charles M. Mwanguhya
Kampala

If fate had decided otherwise, August 2, 2007 would have been celebrated as Liberia's "Liberation Day"
with the "revolutionary liberator" Charles Ghankay Taylor as main celebrant. By that date Mr Taylor
would have been marking the end of his 2nd elective term in office and a total ten years in power which he
had gained in 1997.

International Clips on West Africa

Sierra Leone Diamond proposes to change name to African
Minerals
AFX International Focus LONDON (Thomson Financial) June 27, 2007 - Sierra Leone Diamond
Company Ltd said it plans to change its name to African Minerals Ltd and will hold a special general meeting for
this purpose.
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Guinea: Soldiers Guilty of Torture, Rape and Executions Report
allAfrica.com 27 June 2007 - Guinea's security forces have illegally executed civilians and used
deliberate and excessive force, according to a new report from Amnesty International. The
report, "Soldiers Were Shooting Everywhere", includes evidence of torture, rape and "extrajudicial executions" of children and adults in response to massive demonstrations earlier this
year during which Guineans demanded political reforms from President Lansana Conté.

Local Media – Newspaper

Budget Hearing Ends in Commotion
(The Analyst, The Tribute, The Monitor, The News, Daily Observer, The Informer, New Democrat,
National Chronicle, The Forum, Heritage, Public Agenda, and New Vision)

•

•
•

The hearing into the 2007/2008 fiscal budget currently before the House of
Representatives was Tuesday disrupted following a commotion between Deputy Minister
of State for Presidential Affairs, Morris Saytumah, and Auditor General John Morlu. The
lawmakers however reset the hearing for Thursday.
Morlu’s revelation that Saytumah’s office had duplicated spending projections in the
budget prompted the confusion. It is alleged that Saytumah angrily pushed Morlu in an
attempt to provoke.
Lawmakers had invited Finance Minister Antoinette Sayeh, Auditor-General John Morlu
and Budget Director Augustine Ngafuan to provide insight into various aspects of the
draft budget.

US$500 Million Needed to Rehabilitate Liberia’s Hydro Plant
(Heritage, National Chronicle, The News and Daily Observer)

•
•

The Managing Director of Liberia Electricity Corporation (LEC), Harry Yuan, said his
corporation needs more than US$500 million to rehabilitate the Mount Coffee Hydro
Plant.
The News newspaper predicts that it could require the next government, beginning 2012,
to fulfill the pre-war electric power capacity of the country. The paper’s prediction is on
the basis that the four-year time frame given for the construction of the hydro, including
the time it would take to secure the funding, is “unimpressively too long”.

UN Renews Travel Ban on Several Liberians
(The Forum)

•

[sic] The United Nations Security Council has renewed its travel restriction on several
Liberians despite public outcries against its continuous imposition.

Inadequate Education Hindering Security Reforms in Liberia
(New Democrat)

•

The severe lack of manpower is hindering reforms in many areas, particularly within the
security sector, where only 18 percent of the recruits for the new Liberian army could
pass an aptitude test for high school graduates, according to a UN report.
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Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 9:45 pm)

Lawmakers Suspend Budget Debate Until Next Thursday
•
•
•

The Budget debate at the National Legislature was yesterday suspended until Thursday due to a confusion
that allegedly ensued over comments made by the Minister of State for Economic Management, Morris
Saytumah to the Auditor General at the hearing.
Auditor General, John Morlu along with Finance Minister Antoinette Sayeh and Budget Director Augustine
Ngafuan were cited by the House of Representatives to give clarification on the proposed 2007/2008
National Fiscal Budget.
Mr. Morlu in a critique on the draft budget cited flaws in it, but Budget Director
Ngafuan dismissed the criticism that the budget was not transparent and was flawed.

(Also reported on ELBS)

World Bank Gives US$5 Million Grant to Liberia
• In a release issued in Monrovia, the World Bank Board of Directors announced the
approval of US$5 Million Grant to support community empowerment projects in the
country.
• According to the World Bank Task Team Leader, Giuseppe Zampaglione, the Second
Community Empowerment project aims to improve poor rural communities’ access to
basic services and economic opportunities, estimating that the project will benefit
about 125,000 people and train some 860 people.
Procurement Commission Approves Awarding of Forestry Contract
• The Procurement and Concession Commission has given the Forestry Development
Authority (FDA) the go-ahead to award a contract to Societie Generale De
Surveillance (SGS) to manage the chain of custody system.
• In a release yesterday, the FDA said the process is to be consistent with
internationally recognized standards and said it is making preparations for the vetting
of logging concessions and eventual resumption of logging in the country by the end
of this year.
U.S. Peace Corps On Assessment Mission
•
•

•

An Executive Mansion release issued in Monrovia yesterday said an assessment team
from the United States Peace Corps - Crisis Corps Unit is in the country to evaluate
potential programs and sites.
Speaking when the team paid a courtesy call on President Johnson Sirleaf, the head
of the group, Madam Mary Angelini said there is great enthusiasm among former
Peace Corp Volunteers to return to Liberia to render their services in the
reconstruction of the country.
President Johnson Sirleaf thanked the team for the visit and expressed the hope that
its findings would lead to positive results which would see the eventual return of the
Peace Corps to Liberia.

****
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UNMIL Daily Newspaper Summary
Wednesday, 27 June 2007

[The newspaper summary does not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]
Budget Hearing Ends in Commotion
(The Analyst, The Tribute, The Monitor, The News, Daily Observer, The Informer, New Democrat,
National Chronicle, The Forum, Heritage, Public Agenda, and New Vision)

•

•
•

The hearing into the 2007/2008 fiscal budget currently before the House of
Representatives was Tuesday disrupted following a commotion between Deputy Minister
of State for Presidential Affairs, Morris Saytumah, and Auditor General John Morlu. The
lawmakers however reset the hearing for Thursday.
Morlu’s revelation that Saytumah’s office had duplicated spending projections in the
budget prompted the confusion. It is alleged that Saytumah angrily pushed Morlu in an
attempt to provoke.
Lawmakers had invited Finance Minister Antoinette Sayeh, Auditor-General John Morlu
and Budget Director Augustine Ngafuan to provide insight into various aspects of the
draft budget.

US$500 Million Needed to Rehabilitate Liberia’s Hydro Plant
(Heritage, National Chronicle, The News and Daily Observer)

•
•

The Managing Director of Liberia Electricity Corporation (LEC), Harry Yuan, said his
corporation needs more than US$500 million to rehabilitate the Mount Coffee Hydro
Plant.
The News newspaper predicts that it could require the next government, beginning 2012,
to fulfill the pre-war electric power capacity of the country. The paper’s prediction is on
the basis that the four-year time frame given for the construction of the hydro, including
the time it would take to secure the funding, is “unimpressively too long”.

UN Renews Travel Ban on Several Liberians
(The Forum)

•

[sic] The United Nations Security Council has renewed its travel restriction on several
Liberians despite public outcries against its continuous imposition.

Inadequate Education Hindering Security Reforms in Liberia
(New Democrat)

•

The severe lack of manpower is hindering reforms in many areas, particularly within the
security sector, where only 18 percent of the recruits for the new Liberian army could
pass an aptitude test for high school graduates, according to a UN report.
****
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BBC Online
Wednesday, 27 June 2007
Hotel Rwanda hero urges justice
Paul Rusesabagina, the man who inspired the film Hotel Rwanda, says
unless the term of the UN tribunal on the genocide is extended it will be a
failure.
He has written to the UN chief asking for some governing Rwandan Patriotic
Front members to face justice.
The RPF took control of Rwanda in July 1994, putting an end to the
genocide organised by extremist Hutu leaders.

Hotel Rwanda tells Mr
Rusesabagina's story

The mandate of the UN-backed war crimes court which sits in Tanzania to try the genocide ringleaders ends
in December.
Some 800,000 Tutsis and Hutu moderates were slaughtered during the
country's 100-day genocide.

I'm trying to be the voice of
millions of Rwandese who have
no-one to speak out for them

Since 1997 the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda has convicted
28 people and acquitted five.

Paul Rusesabagina

Earlier this month, it requested for the first time the transfer of one of its
cases - against Fulgence Kayishema, who is still at large - to Rwanda.

The man behind Hotel
Rwanda

Correspondents say if the request is granted other cases are likely to be moved to Rwanda.
Influence
"If the Arusha tribunal ends its functions having only considered one side of the problem, most of us
(Rwandese) would see it as a biased tribunal, and instead of resolving the Rwandan unity problem, it would
have worsened it," Mr Rusesabagina told the BBC's Great Lakes service.
The BBC's Nduwayezu Bathazar in Arusha says the tribunal still has 11
cases to finish and there are 18 people at large.

ARUSHA TRIBUNAL
Opened: 1997
Guilty verdicts: 28
Crimes committed by the RPF in 1994 are still under investigation and there Acquittals: 5
Cases in progress:11
have been no public indictments, he says.
Cases awaiting trial: 8
"If this tribunal doesn't deal with guilty RPF members, it means their cases Accused at large: 18
Source: ICTR
will be transferred to Rwanda," said Mr Rusesabagina, who wrote to UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon about his concerns on 22 June 2007.
"But those who would be in charge of these cases may have been involved in criminal acts, in which case
they wouldn't rule against themselves," he said.
In 1994, Mr Rusesabagina - a middle-class Hutu married to a Tutsi with whom he shared four children sheltered some 1,200 refugees at a hotel in the capital, Kigali, where he was the manager.
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The film Hotel Rwanda told the story of how he used his influence to bribe military officials to secure a safe
escape for refugees.
"I'm just a normal person. But as I've always defended human rights," he said about his letter to Mr Ban.
"I'm trying to be the voice of millions of Rwandese who have no-one to speak out for them."

