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The Role of The Judiciary in The Sustenance of Democracy / Standard Times
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Taylor’s Trial: Whose Agenda? / New African Magazine
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Rwanda’s Senate Votes to Abolish Death Penalty / Voice of America
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Standard Times
Thursday, 12 July 2007
The Role of The Judiciary in The Sustenance of Democracy
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The New African Magazine
July 2007 Edition
Taylor’s Trial: Whose Agenda?
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 11 July 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
BBC Last Updated: Wednesday, 11 July 2007, 09:09 GMT 10:09 UK

George Weah returns to classroom
Former world footballer of the year, George Weah, has gone back to school to boost his
chances of winning Liberia's next presidential elections in 2012. Critics said Mr Weah, who
contested and narrowly lost the 2005 polls, was not well-enough educated to run the West
African country.

International Clips on West Africa

Ivory Coast asks UN to investigate attack on PM
ABIDJAN, July 11 (Reuters) - Ivory Coast has asked the United Nations to investigate an
assassination attempt against Prime Minister Guillaume Soro, the former French colony's
government said on Wednesday. Unidentified attackers fired rockets at the Fokker 100
aircraft carrying Soro moments after it landed in the northern rebel stronghold of Bouake
last month, threatening to delay already slow progress on a peace plan in the world's top
cocoa grower.

Sierra Leone parties launch election campaigns
FREETOWN, July 10, 2007 (AFP) - Campaigning for Sierra Leone’s August 11
legislative and presidential elections began Tuesday, with outgoing head of
state Ahmad Tejan Kabbah calling for "violent-free" polls. "Let me remind all that politics is a
friendly contest and we should accept the outcome.

Local Media – Newspaper
Extractive Industries Initiative Launched in Liberia
(The Analyst, New Democrat, Public Agenda and National Chronicle)

•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf on Tuesday launched the Extractive Industries
Transparency Initiatives (EITI) in Monrovia and said it should ensure the requisite
transparency in the interest of the Liberian people. President Sirleaf said the
implementation of the initiative should indeed avoid the national resources from being
plundered.

U.S. Envoy Sees Positive Changes in Liberia
(Daily Observer)

•

[sic:] United States Ambassador to Liberia, Donald Booth, says in only 20 months after
Liberia’s democratic elections which brought in a new government, there have been
enormous positive changes in the country.
Representative Apologizes to Colleagues Again
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(Heritage, The Inquirer and The News)

•

Montserrado County Representative, Dusty Wolokollie on Tuesday apologized to his
colleagues for comments he made that his colleagues at the House of Representatives
secretly passed the Telecommunications Act in favor of cell phone companies.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 6:45 pm)

Vote Counting Underway Following By-Election in Grand Bassa County
• Correspondents said that vote counting following the By-election in District #3 in
Grand Bassa County was continuing today with candidates of the Liberty Party, Unity
Party and an independent candidate being the main contenders.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Senate Confirmation Hearing for Associate Justice Hitches
• The Senate confirmation of President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf’s nominee for the position
of Associate Justice, Cllr. Jamesetta Wolokollie experienced a hitch at the Liberian
Senate. An earlier vote endorsing Cllr. Wolokollie was overturned with a
reconsideration motion filed by Grand Cape Mount County Senator, James Momoh
contenting that the vote that endorsed Cllr. Wolokollie as Associate Justice, was less
than the 16 votes required.
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio)

Calm Returns to Freeport following Bloody Violence
• Reports say calm has return to the Freeport of Monrovia after Monday’s violence that
left dozens of people wounded. Correspondents say normal activities have resumed
and employees are back to work. In an interview, the Director of the Liberia Seaport
Police, Col. Ashford Peal said he regretted Monday’s riot describing it as
“unfortunate”.
Security Apprehend Drug Suspects
• Nine persons were arrested with drugs at the vicinity of the uncompleted Ministry of
National Defense block in Congo town during a joint operation of the Liberia National
Police and forces of the United Nations Mission in Liberia.

Star Radio (News culled from website today at 09:00 am)
Lawmakers Investigate Causes of Price Hikes
• The House of Representatives yesterday mandated its committees on Commerce and
Public Utilities to investigate the causes of the hike in the prices of commodities on
the market and should do so by holding discussions with the Commerce Ministry and
petroleum and rice importers. The decision followed a public outcry for the
Lawmakers to intervene in the continuous increase of prices on the market.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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Voice of America
Thursday, 12 July 2007
Rwanda’s Senate Votes to Abolish Death Penalty
By Peter Clottey
Washington, D.C.

Rwanda’s senate has unanimously voted to abolish the death penalty. This follows Rwandan
cabinet approval at the beginning of the year of the bill put forward by President Paul
Kagame. Abolishing the death penalty was one of the preconditions specified by the international
community before it transfers genocide suspects to the Rwandan judiciary. It is estimated that
about 800 Rwandans on death row would have their sentences commuted to life imprisonment.
Government sources say the new law would be promulgated as the death penalty is officially
abolished by the end of July.
From the capital Kigali, Rwanda’s Minister for Justice Tharcisse Karugarama tells VOA English
to Africa reporter Peter Clottey that the new law would be operational by the end of this month.
“The senate voted unanimously to abolish the death penalty from the statutes of Rwanda. This is a
process that has taken approximately eight months of debates and consultations across the
country. The draft law went through the lower chamber of parliament… yesterday was towards
the end of the entire process. What remains now is for the law to be signed, and then it would be
sent for publication in the government gazette. The date of its publication will be the date when it
will become operational. That should happen perhaps I should say before the end of the month,”
he said.
He said Rwandans agree that the death penalty has no place in view of the country’s past.
“For ordinary Rwandans who were involved in the debate that proceeded the drafting of the law
itself and the debate that went into parliament and into the senate, there were consultations across
the country. There was what you can call a 100% unanimity over the abolition. But there was in
general terms a general consensus that the death penalty has no place in Rwanda. That Rwandans
have lost so many lives, that human life in Rwanda had lost value, and that it was time to restore
the dignity of the human life in this country, especially, given its sad history, especially in regard
to the genocide,” he pointed out.
Karugarama said he is sure the president would be a happy man concerning the lives that would
be spared with the promulgation of the new law.
“I think President Kagame was part of then process that moved this process forward, from the
very inception of the idea to abolish the death penalty, he was part and parcel of the process. In
the consultations in cabinet, these are meetings he chaired I would imagine that he would be
happy to sign into law. You can imagine we have had being close to 800 people on the death role
in the country… so I think the president would be saved from exercising a sad duty of signing
death sentences, ” Karugarama said.

