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Liberian Observer
Wednesday, 25 July 2007
Does Liberia Need a Sierra Leone Style Court?
Competing Approaches to Move Beyond the Pains and Scar of War
One hundred and sixty years ago on July 26 a new nation state,
self-governed rather than ruled by another was brought forth.
This country has gone through its own political metamorphism: a
pseudo democracy for a century marked by desultory governance
by its founding fathers, a decade of “Saddam Hussein style” rule,
a decade of scrambling for the country's natural resources by
warlords and bloodbath, a success story of electing the first
female president in Africa and now a blanket urge for
reconciliation by its citizens.
This Independence Day should be a time to reflect on Liberia's
“topsy-turvy” history to build on the monumental election of
2005, to nurture our new found direction and purpose where all
Liberians can find solace and true freedom.
George Kun
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UNMIL Public Information Office
Press Clips 25 July 2007
[The press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

President Sirleaf Honors Former Generals And Officers
Source: All Africa Global Media Date: July 25, 2007
Monrovia, Jul 24, 2007 (Liberia Government/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --Programs
marking the 160th Independence Anniversary of Liberia continued on Tuesday with several
events in Monrovia commemorating the occasion.
Earlier on Tuesday, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf dedicated the Rafiki Children's village in
Marshall Territory. The Village which will run a pre-school program for children will later host a
secondary program with an anticipated enrollment of 324 students. The President thanked all
those who contributed towards the establishment of the Village in Liberia, describing their efforts
as a celebration of Partnership, patriotism, capacity and family hood.
The President later presented a certificate to the founder and President of Rafiki, granting the
group the right to operate in Liberia.
Meanwhile, the Liberian President has presented certificates and medals to retired Generals and
officers of the Armed Forces of Liberia. At a ceremony at the Antoinette Tubman Stadium, the
President thanked the retired officers for their sacrificial services to the country over the years.
The Commander-in-Chief also lauded the retired officers for their contribution towards the peace
the country now enjoys. 'You have enabled our country to move forward by your voluntary
retirement," the President told the Officers.
99-personnel of a total of more than five thousand men and women of the AFL were awarded
certificates and medals by the Commander-in-Chief.
Meanwhile, the President has directed the finance Ministry to pay two months salary arrears owed
the soldiers by government. The soldiers will also received two months as balance payment for
pension. The President said the payments were in fulfillment of a promise to pay the soldiers their
benefits upon retirement and in keeping with the spirit of July '26.
The President said government is facing challenges in settling all arrears it has inherited, but
assured the soldiers that the government would continue to exert all efforts in settling the
country's obligations including arrears owed the retired soldiers.
Among those honored was Retired General Sandee Ware, in whose honor the VOA military
barracks has been renamed. Others honored were General Kpenkpah Y. Konah, LTG, Henry
Dubar; LTG Hezekiah Bowen, Major-general Philip Kemah, Col. Arthur Bedell, among others.
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Independence celebrations in Sheffield
Source: THE STAR (SHEFFIELD) Date: July 25, 2007
SHEFFIELD will be the UK focal point of worldwide celebrations to mark Independence Day for
the African country Liberia.
The Liberian Organisation has teamed up with the Union of Liberian Organisations to stage four
days of events in the city, ending with a church service where Muslims and Christians will
worship under the same roof.
At the official launch on Thursday, attended by Liberian ambassador Wesley Johnson, children
will take to the stage recounting the country's history in traditional costume.
There will be a football tournament and other games followed by an Independence Day ball at
Duke Street Community Centre.
There are more than 100 Liberians living in Sheffield and the celebrations are partly sponsored by
the City Council.
The launch is at Sharrow Community Hall, Bramall Lane, followed by a dinner in honour of the
Liberian ambassador at the Globeline Hotel on Friday.
What do you think? Post your comments below.
Click here to email the Editor.
Send us a text message. Text STARTEXT followed by a space, your name and postcode and your
comments up to a maximum of 160 characters and send to 84070. Texts cost 25p plus standard
network charge. Text EXIT at the end of your message if you do not want to receive details of
other products and services.

International Clips on West Africa
07/25/2007 10:55:01

Softs - Cocoa drops as supply fears ease amid lack of unrest
in Ivory Coast
Source: AFX International Focus Date: July 25, 2007
LONDON (Thomson Financial) - Cocoa prices fell as as supply fears eased amid a lack of
political unrest in top producer the Ivory Coast, and as traders took the view yesterday's rally was
overdone.
Cocoa gained yesterday on news the Ivory Coast army had been put on full alert ahead of the
president's first visit to the rebel held North, where last month's attack on the prime minister
occurred.
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That attack helped propel cocoa prices to a four-year high of 1,146 stg a tonne, but analysts at
Hightower Research said price support from political fears needs to be sustained in order to lift
cocoa further.
'With the (Ivory Coast) government speculating insurgents are planning to stage an attack on the
President's motorcade, political anxiety has certainly been stirred up,' said analysts at Hightower
Research.
'However, unless some politically motivated incident actually occurs, price support from political
fears could quickly fade.'
At 3.26 pm on the Euronext Liffe, cocoa for September delivery was down at 1,085 stg a tonne
against 1,093 stg at the close yesterday.
Analysts said the fact that cocoa displayed a 'buy the dips' price action yesterday shows traders
remain upbeat on the bean's price prospects, despite reports of improved growing conditions in
the Ivory Coast.
The reports have been so consistent that some in the market are starting to expect the 2007/08
main harvest will start ahead of schedule, with beans arriving at ports in early September.
'If a rebound in Ivory Coast production is seen the market will eventually be faced with higher
supplies, but the trade still appears to be focused on the current situation since cocoa bean
supplies have become scarce,' said analysts at Hightower Research.
In other softs traded on Liffe, Robusta coffee for September delivery was up at 1,844 usd a tonne
against 1,838 usd, while No 5 white sugar for October delivery dipped to 310.50 usd a tonne
against 312.00 usd.
07/25/2007 09:36:57

ICoast troops on red alert after rumours of fresh attack
Source: Agence France-Presse English Wire Date: July 25, 2007
ABIDJAN, July 25, 2007 (AFP) - Ivory Coast's government forces are on maximum alert
following rumours of a possible attack days ahead of President Laurent Gbagbo's first visit to the
rebel-held north since a 2002 uprising, a military source said Wednesday.
"We have information about a possible attack on the state's security to destabilise the republican
institutions," a military official told AFP on condition of anonymity in Abidjan.
"All our units in the government zone (in the south) have been on maximum alert since Monday,"
the source said.
Gbagbo will Monday visit the second city of Bouake, the headquarters of the former rebel New
Forces (FN), for the first time since a September 2002 rebellion aimed at toppling him sliced the
country in half.
Gbagbo's new prime minister Guillaume Soro, a former FN rebel leader, was the target of an
attempted assassination on June 29 when rockets were fired at his plane in Bouake.
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Soro, who joined a unity government following a peace deal brokered by neighbouring Burkina
Faso, escaped unharmed but four of his aides died.
Gbagbo will on Monday preside over a highly symbolic disarmament ceremony at the rebel
headquarters in Bouake, which will also be attended by Burkina Faso President Blaise Compaore,
Ghanaian leader John Kufuor and South Africa's Thabo Mbeki.
The three African presidents have tried to broker peace in Ivory Coast to end the low-level civil
war which has battered the economy of the world's top cocoa producer and France's former star
colony on the continent.
In 2003, the United Nations deployed peacekeepers to Ivory Coast to oversee a ceasefire between
the rebels and government troops. Both sides have breached the truce several times.
The UN has around 8,000 peacekeepers stationed in country, once a beacon of stability and
economic prosperity in West Africa. They are backed by more than 3,000 French troops
monitoring the buffer zone between the two sides.

****
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Asia Times
Thursday, 26 July 2007
A question of genocide in Cambodia
By Marwaan Macan-Markar
BANGKOK - For nearly 30 years, the Khmer Rouge regime that unleashed a reign of terror
during its rule of Cambodia from 1975-79 has been accused of committing genocide. But
employing a strict legal definition, was that the case?
That and other troubling questions are slated for scrutiny as Cambodia's highly anticipated warcrimes tribunal is now finally under way. Last week marked a milestone in the long-delayed
United Nations-sponsored tribunal when prosecutors submitted the names of five former Khmer
Rouge leaders to stand trial.
Although widely reported as genocide, some legal experts say it's not an open and closed case
against the Khmer Rouge.
"Describing the acts committed in Cambodia as genocide has always been controversial," Rupert
Skilbeck, head of the Defense Support Section of the tribunal, said in a telephone interview from
Phnom Penh. "It is not easily accepted by the legal community. The court will have to consider
this question."
The globally accepted definition of genocide is an act of violence aimed to "destroy an ethnic
group because of their nationality, race, religion", said Skilbeck, who also served as the adviser
for the defense during the special war-crimes tribunal for Sierra Leone. "Killing a people for their
political views, as happened in Cambodia, is different," he contended.
There are other hard questions that the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia
(ECCC), as this tribunal is officially called, is expected to answer. Foremost among them is how
many people the Khmer Rouge actually killed between April 17, 1975, and January 6, 1979, the
precise period of their rule and the period that the tribunal is examining.
"The number of people who died in Rwanda was not challenged, but the number of deaths in
Cambodia has not been confirmed; it could be challenged," Skilbeck said this month when he met
with journalists in Bangkok. In Rwanda, by comparison, an estimated 800,000 people from the
ethnic Tutsi group were slaughtered by Hutu extremists during that country's civil war in 1994.
Legal experts agree that was a definite act of genocide.
The Khmer Rouge has been accused of killing as many as 1.7 million Cambodians, or a quarter of
the Southeast Asian nation's population at the time. The victims were either executed or died as a
result of forced labor or starvation from famine, as the Maoist group depopulated the cities and
attempted to turn the country into an agrarian utopia.
The tribunal's proceedings on these mass deaths could also prove embarrassing to major powers
involved before and after Cambodia was dragged into the US war in Vietnam, which raged
through the 1960s and early 1970s. Washington's secret bombing raids over Cambodia in the
early 1970s are now well documented, as too is the major role Beijing played in propping up the
Khmer Rouge as they systematically killed their perceived enemies.
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"America's illegal bombing raids will come up in figuring out how many died in Cambodia," said
Skilbeck. "There will be lots of issues that will come up during the trial that will be embarrassing
to many countries."
The quest for justice began 10 years ago, when talks about establishing the tribunal commenced
between the UN and Phnom Penh. Since then, the process has been strewn with hurdles, including
several placed by Prime Minister Hun Sen's government, which independently brokered a
compromise with several high-level Khmer Rouge leaders, including some who serve in his
government.
Hun Sen has backtracked on his initial financial commitments to the tribunal and has also heaped
scorn on human-rights groups that have challenged Phnom Penh's choice of local judges for the
trial. The ECCC, unlike other tribunals, such as the one that investigated crimes against humanity
committed in the former Yugoslavia, is not completely international in nature, but rather
combines local and foreign jurists.
The ECCC is also expected to question the credentials of some of the appointed Cambodian
lawyers and judges, based on concerns leveled by rights groups and others about the local jurists'
grasp and application of international law, the basis of the tribunal's proceedings.
Cambodia's legal community, as with other educated professionals and intellectuals, were singled
out as enemies of the state and systematically brutalized by the Khmer Rouge. By some estimates,
only nine lawyers and judges survived the Khmer Rouge's reign of terror.
For the Cambodians who survived the brutality and are among the millions who lost relatives to
the radical Maoist regime, there are several other questions they hope the ECCC will help to
answer.
"Many people want to know why the Khmer Rouge killed their own people and how they were
killed," said Im Sophea, a ranking member of the Center for Social Development, a Phnom Penhbased non-governmental body. "We expect the court to reveal answers for this. Public expectation
is very high."
The war-crimes trial of course will not hear from Pol Pot, the notorious leader of the Khmer
Rouge, who died in his jungle redoubt in 1998. Nor will Ta Mok, widely known in Cambodia as
"The Butcher", for the alleged atrocities he oversaw during the brutal regime's rule, take the
stand; he died in June last year.
The five names submitted last week to stand trial at the ECCC were major figures in the Maoist
group. According to reports in the Cambodian press, those on the prosecution's list include Nuon
Chea, Pol Pot's deputy; Khieu Samphan, former Khmer Rouge head of state; Ieng Sary, the
regime's former foreign minister; and Kang Kech Eav, also known as Duch, who was the head of
the infamous Tuol Sleng Prison in Phnom Penh.
(Inter Press Service with additional reporting by Asia Times Online)
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Voice of America
Thursday, 26 July 2007
Uganda’s LRA Rebels Want Peace Talks Postponed
By Peter Clottey
Washington, D.C.

Uganda’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels say they will ask for a postponement of the current peace
talks in the Southern Sudanese capital of juba if they do not raise the necessary funds to prepare for the
next round of talks. The LRA says it needs to raise about two million dollars from donors to organize a
visit by 500 people to meet with rebel leaders, as well as travel to some African countries to help them
build a strong case for justice and reconciliation. Meanwhile, both the rebels and the Kampala government
have agreed to postpone to the end of august the resumption of the peace talks.
Ruhakana Rugunda is the leader of the government’s negotiating team. From the capital, Kampala he tells
reporter Peter Clottey that the two million dollars the rebels are asking for is too abstract.
“We do not think it’s necessary to raise two million dollars in order to carry out consultations for the peace
process. We think the consultations can be effectively carried out with a much less figure than two million
dollars,” Rugunda pointed out.
He said he does not envisage the peace process to be negatively impacted by the action of the rebels.
“We do not expect that that would affect the peace process. We nevertheless have discussed with the
Lord’s Resistance Army, and agreed with them that both sides require more time for consultations. And so
both sides have agreed that a new date should be fixed later on to ensure that the consultations are
effectively carried out. So we do expect the talks to resume in August,” he said.
Rugunda said the Kampala government has assured the rebels of their safety if they come to Uganda for
consultations with some of the major donors.
“We think the primary stakeholders are in Uganda, and the government of Uganda has time and again said
the government will guarantee security of LRA leaders. They can come and carry out consultations much
more cheaply with primary stakeholders in Uganda instead of hindering the peace process on raising two
million dollars,” Rugunda noted.
He reiterated that although the government supports the LRA in its attempt to be prepared before the next
round of peace talks, the money the rebels are asking for is not feasible.
“We fully support that consultations by both ourselves and Lord’s Resistance Army should take place. But
we don not agree that you will require two million dollars to be able to carry out the consultations. We
believe that effective consultation can be done much more cheaply than what is being raised, two million
dollars. We think that they should be able to consult much more cheaply,” he said.
Rugunda said he expects the controversy surrounding the rebels’ request for the two million dollars to be
resolved.
“This matter would be resolved between the Lord’s Resistance Army and the mediation team. And the
government of Uganda fully supports the consultations by both government and the LRA, but we would
like the Lord’s Resistance Army to make their budget much more manageable than putting that figure of
two million dollars, which from our own standard is a lot of money,” Rugunda said.

