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The Patriotic Vanguard
Wednesday, 4 July 2007
Charles Taylor’s first day in Court at The Hague
By Teddy Foday-Musa, Vanguard Correspondent at The Hague.
Mr. Charles Dahkpannah Ghankay Taylor made his first appearance
at his third trial session at The Hague on the 3rd July 2007.
It however remains a puzzle as to whether his appearance is linked to
the order slammed on him by the Trial Chamber to appear in court at
all times. Mr. Taylor, who was flanked by two body guards,
appeared 15 minutes late. He was looking not only healthy, but also
smartly dressed. He had a blue suit on, with a white shirt under it and
a yellow tie. Mr. Taylor was very humble and submissive. His composure in the courtroom was in direct contrast
with the charges against him.
The court had been struggling to get Mr. Taylor not only to attend the first two trial sessions (4th & 25th-June), but
also to get him to hear count 11 of his charges, and to enter a plea of “Guilty” or “Not-guilty” on count 5 of the
charges. The Trial Chamber was victorious at this third trial session, as Mr. Taylor listened attentively to both
counts being read. At the end of the day, he entered a plea of “Not-guilty” on count five (5).
Below I bring you a picture of what transpired in the courtroom.
Court Session:
· The 3rd July court session started at 9:00 am.
· The judge upon taking her seat noted the absence of the accused. “I note that the accused is not in court,” she said.
· She then turned towards the defence table, which was occupied by only a single member of the defence team, Mr.
Charles Jalloh.
· The Principal Defender; Mr Nmehellie was conspicuously absent.
· She then spoke to Mr. Jalloh: “Mr Jalloh, could you please tell us why Mr. Taylor is absent?
· Charles Jalloh told the judge that he had just received a message that Mr. Taylor was on his way, but that he will
be late.
· The judge reacted by telling Mr. Jalloh that the official starting time of every court session was 9.00 am.
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· And that this has been communicated to both the defence and the prosecution teams.
· She then went further to say the following: “According to rule 60, I will take it that Mr. Taylor has waived his
right to be here. However, he will be welcomed as soon as he comes”
· The judge made it clear to the defence counsel that he was at that point considered Taylor’s representative. Mr.
Jalloh accepted.
The judge went on to give reasons as to why the Trial Chamber had decided to adjourn the court seating to the 20th
August 2007. This is how she went about it:
· She read out the last Trial Chamber orders that were given out to both the Principal Defender and the Registry.
· She highlighted various issues that were geared towards Mr. Taylor getting a fair trial.
· She stated that against this backdrop, the defence and the Prosecution had come together in an agreement on
certain things.
· As a result of this agreement, they have as a team issued a joint written order for action from the Trial Chamber.
Prominent among this written orders are the following:
· That the time given to the Principal Defender to assemble a good defence team for Taylor was too short.
· That the Duty Counsel (Principal Defender), has very little time to go through all the trial materials, so as to help
him and his colleague to be a good defence team for Mr. Taylor as directed by the Trial Chamber.
· That the movement of witnesses on the side of the prosecution will prove difficult if they were to go by the short
notice given by the Trial Chamber.
· That the cross-examination of witnesses will also generate problems which will be contrary to Mr. Taylor’s right
of a fair trial.
Against this backdrop, the judge made it categorically clear that the Trial Chamber is in agreement with this joint
written order by both the Prosecution and the Defence teams. She stressed the point that the Trial Chamber will not
penalise Mr Taylor for the administrative negligence displayed by the registry. It was at this point that the arrival of
Mr Taylor was announced to the judge.
The arrival of Mr Charles Taylor:
· He entered, flanked by two security guards.
· He greeted the judge by bowing half way.
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· Then he took his seat.
· He took out his reading glasses and carefully put them on.
· Then he busily wrote down something.
Then the Judge did the following:
· She greeted the accused: “Good morning, Mr. Taylor.”
· Then she put it to him that he was late.
· At this juncture, one of the court officials came in with a defence on behalf of Mr. Taylor.
· She told the judge that Mr. Taylor’s late arrival was accidental.
· She said it was due to the escort police taking an alternative route with Mr Taylor in order to escape the early
morning rush hour traffic.
Then the judge moved on with the following:
· She told Mr Taylor that counts five and eleven are going to be read out.
· And that he was supposed to enter a plea on count 5.
6· The reason being that count five had been amended.
Then Mr Jalloh requested that he would like to have audience with Mr. Taylor before he enters the plea. His request
was centred on asking the judge to grant him reasonable time for an audience with Mr. Taylor, since he came in
late.
· His request was granted by the judge.
· He was given 20 minutes to have audience with his client Mr. Taylor.
· The court then went into a 20 minute recess.
After the 20 minute recess:
· The Judge requested a court official to read out counts 5 and 11 to Taylor.
· Both counts were read.
· The judge asked Mr. Taylor to stand up.
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· He stood up as requested, together with his two bodyguards.
· He was asked by the judge whether he understood clearly what was read.
· He answered “Yes, your honour.”
· Then the judge asked him what his plea to count 5 was.
· He pleaded NOT GUILTY.
· Then the judge announced: “I will enter a “Not-Guilty” plea on count 5.
Adjournment:
· Court was then adjourned to 20th August 2007, same place, same time.
Photo: Taylor, before his arrest.
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Voice of America
Wednesday, 4 July 2007
Liberia's Charles Taylor Ends Boycott, Attends War Crimes Trial
By Kari Barber
Dakar

Liberia's former president Charles Taylor ended a boycott Tuesday of his trial for war crimes he is accused of
committing during Sierra Leone' decade long civil war. Mr. Taylor had boycotted the trial, which began last month
in The Hague, saying that his defense team was inadequate and he had no chance of a fair hearing. Kari Barber
reports from VOA's West Africa bureau in Dakar.
Charles Taylor did not explain his decision to attend the hearing at the U.N.backed special court, where he pleaded not guilty to an amended charge of sexual
slavery.
Taylor has pleaded not guilty to all 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against
humanity which include murder, rape, mutilation and the use of child soldiers
during the brutal civil war in Sierra Leone.
Taylor is accused of backing the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) and other
rebels in Sierra Leone - giving them guns, training and money in exchange for
diamonds from the areas they controlled.
Charles Taylor (2006 file
photo)

Netherlands-based researcher Stephen Ellis, author of a book on Liberia's civil
war, says Mr. Taylor's appearance gives more credence to the special court for
Sierra Leone.

Mr. Taylor's trial has been criticized for being held in Europe. The trial was moved to The Hague because of fears it
could lead to renewed tensions within Sierra Leone and Liberia.
"It is going to give the court more legitimacy than it might have if he were to completely boycott the trial and on the
other hand it also means he has some chance to defend himself," said Ellis.
Spokesman for the Freetown-based Special Court for Sierra Leone Peter Andersen says while it is encouraging that
Mr. Taylor chose to participate, the case would have gone on regardless.
"For the administration of justice it has to be seen that the judges are in control of the court, so the process will
continue," said Andersen. "If an accused can bring the process to a halt or claim to discredit the process by saying, 'I
am not going to cooperate,' then you have a very big problem in the administration of justice."
Andersen says in all of the cases the special court has seen there have been times when defendants refuse to
participate.
"It is not mandatory. We do not drag a person in chains," he said. "The judges will note that the person has waived
his rights to be present and they will continue on until the person comes to court and in every case we have had so
far the accused have eventually returned to court."
Mr. Taylor's case is scheduled to reconvene on August 20 to give time to put together a new defense counsel.
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Reuters
Tuesday, 3 July 2007

Liberia's Taylor to get $70,000 per month for defence
By David Brunnstrom
BRUSSELS, July 3 (Reuters) - Charles Taylor will get hundreds of thousands of dollars of legal aid to
defend charges of war crimes in Sierra Leone, despite suspicions he is hiding huge personal wealth, a
court official said on Tuesday.
The former Liberian president faces 11 charges at the U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone,
including instigating murder rape and terrorism, in a quest for diamonds in the West African country
during its 1991-2002 civil war.
Taylor made a surprise appearance at the court in the Hague on Tuesday, having refused to show up twice
previously arguing he had inadequate funds to mount a proper defence.
Acting registrar of the court Herman von Hebel, responsible for meeting a judicial order to ensure Taylor
had funds for his defence, said he had gone further than it had demanded to ensure the trial could proceed
as soon as possible.
"The court will provide a lump sum of roughly $70,000 on a monthly basis to a defence team -- a lead
council, two co-counsel and two legal assistants," he told Reuters.
"We will provide an additional investigator to him, we will provide two additional temporary assistants in
order to familirise the counsel as quickly as possible with the case. We will provide additional resources
for expert advice."
Von Hebel said he was following with keen interest efforts by U.N. experts to discover the location of
Taylor's suspected wealth, but added: "As long as we don't have clear proof of his resources we simply
have to provide the resources to him."
APPEAL FOR FUNDS
Von Hebel was in Brussels with the president of the court, Justice George Gelaga King, to lobby EU
governments for funds to support the Sierra Leone trials, which are expected to cost $89 million and
currently face a shortfall of $60 million.
King said Taylor's trial could last 12-18 months. This could mean a legal aid bill for him alone of more
than $1.2 million.
The Special Court was set up by Sierra Leone's government and the United Nations in 2002 to try those
deemed most responsible for human rights violations in the civil war.
Taylor's trial is being held in The Hague because of fears it could spur instability if held in Sierra Leone,
but this has added significantly to the costs.
Judge Julia Sebutinde last week criticised the court registry for failing to have stand-in legal
representation for Taylor in place for a hearing on June 25.
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She said the registry's focus had been on working within budgetary constraints and the issue had
wrongly boiled down to finances rather than fair-trial issues.
King said it was now time to get on with the trial.
"I think the fact that Charles Taylor appears today shows that he himself realised that the judges have
made an order in his own interest," he said. "He has all these facilitis now so there is in fact no excuse for
him not to go to court."
King said the court budget was a fraction of those for tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda
and its appeal for funds should be sympathetically considered.
"We have set a precedent that these ad hoc tribunals can work and will cut down expense," he said. "What
we have spent in five years is probably what they have spent in one."
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Afrol News
Wednesday, 4 July 2007

Ex-Liberian leader ceases trial revolt
Attired in a blue suit and a yellow tie, the former Liberian President, Charles Taylor has for the first time
turned up before the war crimes tribunal in The Hague. He had earlier refused to appear before the court,
crying foul that he would not be judged fairly.
Appearing before the judge, the 59-year-old former rebel leader was told that his case would have to wait
until 20 August. Mr Taylor had earlier abandoned his attorney, so the delay was meant to appoint a
defence team for him, the judge said.
He was however asked to enter his plea. "I plead not guilty, your honour," Taylor said.
Mr Taylor had earlier pleaded innocent before the Special Court for Sierra Leone in Freetown in March
2006.
Mr Taylor was late for 20 minutes, which was attributed to problems of transport from his prison to the
court.
It is not known whether his earlier complaints had been addressed by court.
Julia Sebutinde, who presides over the case, said the defence team should be given adequate time to
prepare, otherwise it would violate Mr Taylor's fair trial rights and the effective cross examination or
challenging of witnesses by the defence.
Mr Taylor was accused of manipulating the UN-backed court. The court however supported his
revolt,admitting some mistakes, which include a surveillance camera in a room while the accused was
speaking to his attorneys. The judge also alluded to the existence of some kind of disorganisation
involving court officials.
The court has to foot the bills of Mr Taylor's legal defence. But he said his legal team should be of the
equal calibre with those of the prosecution team, which is full of powerful international lawyers.
He was indicted on 11 charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity and violations of international
humanitarian law for his allegedly fanning the decade-long civil war in Sierra Leone.
His charges involve murder, terrorism, sexual violence, physical violence, using child soldiers, providing
guns, money and training to the Revolutionary United Front rebel group, which in turn gave Mr Taylor
diamonds in exchange.
After expressing fears that the trial might lead to mounting tensions in Sierra Leone and Liberia, the
Special Court for Sierra Leone was moved to The Hague last year. This is the first time a former African
head of state appears before the UN tribunal for trial.
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Special Court Monitoring Group
Tuesday, 3 July 2007
Press Release
The Special Court Denies the People of Sierra Leone Access to the Taylor Trial
This morning the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) has again effectively denied the people of Sierra
Leone access to the trial of former Liberian president Charles Taylor. The SCSL conducted a public procedural
hearing at the Hague this morning, but failed to broadcast a video of the hearing anywhere in Sierra Leone, the
country where the crimes for which he is being tried took place. In so doing, the Court violated United Nations
Security Council Resolution 1688, which requested that the Special Court make the trial accessible to the
people of the West African subregion, including Sierra Leone, through video link. Trial Chamber II scheduled
the hearing to explain last week's decision to delay the trial until 20 August. This delay means that those who
suffered during the civil war will have to wait even longer to see justice delivered to Charles Taylor. It is vital
that Sierra Leoneans have the opportunity to fully access these proceedings, so that they can understand the
workings of the judicial process, and because they more than any other group will have to live with the results.
Indeed, the proceedings took a surprising turn – one that the people of Sierra Leone were forced to miss –
when Taylor arrived unexpectedly to plead not guilty to the recently amended indictment. Nor is this the first
time the Sierra Leonean people have been denied access to observe the judicial process at work: first, the case
was transferred out of Sierra Leone to the Hague; then on 4 June, the morning of the Prosecutor's opening
statement, the broadcast at the Special Court repeatedly sputtered and halted, with the Court eventually
resorting to broadcasting coverage from news channel CNN; finally, on 25 June, when the trial was scheduled
to resume, the broadcast again failed. Sierra Leoneans have thus been denied any and all access to the trial of
the man accused of sponsoring a war that killed thousands of their countrymen and victimized millions more.
"Lack of access to the Taylor trial does not only hinder the healing process of the Sierra Leonean people," says
Mohamed Suma, Programme Director of SLCMP, "but also undermines the anticipated impact of the trial on
our legal system since the lack of access to justice was one of the underlying causes of the war."
"These repeated failures indicate a lack of seriousness by the Court in terms of its commitment to
accessibility," elaborates SLCMP's Special Court monitor Joseph A.K. Sesay. "This can only erode the
legitimacy of the Court in the eyes of the people of Sierra Leone."
This denial of access seems particularly absurd in the context of the Special Court, which, unlike the
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia,
was placed in the country where the alleged crimes occurred specifically to encourage greater public access to
the court and a stronger national legacy. These goals seem impossible to achieve when the public cannot even
observe the proceedings. The absence of access has further implications for transparency and accountability
because it disrupts observations by local monitors attempting to keep track of the national impact and
implications of Court decisions. Instead, they are forced to track the proceedings via transcripts or broadcasts
available only on the internet, a luxury which remains prohibitively expensive to most Sierra Leoneans.
It is said that justice must not only be done, but must be seen to be done. Taylor's proceedings are currently
scheduled to continue on 20 August. Hopefully the Special Court will successfully broadcast them in
Freetown, and the people of Sierra Leone will have the opportunity to watch the Prosecution call its first
witness in one of the most important trials in recent African history. If not, the SCSL will have again violated
its commitments to transparency, a positive legacy, and the people of Sierra Leone.
#END
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International Clips on Liberia
AP 07/03/2007 05:36:26

Charles Taylor attends hearing in war crimes trial
MIKE CORDER

THE HAGUE, Netherlands_Former Liberian president Charles Taylor appeared in court Tuesday for
the first time since the start of his trial for atrocities committed during Sierra Leone's bloody 10-year
civil war. Taylor did not explain his decision to attend the procedural hearing after earlier boycotting
the trial. He was 20 minutes late Tuesday, and the only time he spoke was to plead not guilty to a
slightly amended charge of sexual slavery, a crime against humanity, covering the abduction, rape
and use as sex slaves of an unknown number of women and girls.

Sierra Leone war-crimes court chief 'sure' Taylor will continue to
show
BRUSSELS, July 3, 2007 (AFP) - The head of the UN-backed Sierra Leone court said he was
convinced that former Liberian president Charles Taylor would continue to appear at his war crimes
trial after a surprise showing Tuesday. Taylor ended a boycott of the proceedings that began in The
Hague a month ago over problems with his defence legal team by turning up in court for a
procedural hearing.

International Clips on West Africa

South African president puts off Ivory Coast trip
JOHANNESBURG, July 3, 2007 (AFP) - South African President Thabo Mbeki has put off a visit to the
Ivory Coast amid growing tensions following a bid to assassinate the country's prime minister,
officials here said Tuesday. Ivorian authorities had postponed a ceremony to have been attended by
Mbeki in Bouake on Wednesday to mark the official start of the West African state's disarmament
process, South Africa's foreign ministry said.

International inquiry into assassination bid
BOUAKE, Ivory Coast, July 2, 2007 (AFP) - Ivory Coast Prime Minister Guillaume Soro on Monday
called for an international inquiry into last week's assassination bid against him, when his plane was
hit by three rockets.
But he called too for an end to the speculation and recriminations that followed the attack.
Local Media – Newspaper

Taylor’s Henchman Vilifies UNMIL, but Newspaper Takes Exception
(The Forum, New Vision, New Democrat, The Inquirer, The News, The Informer, Heritage and National
Chronicle)

•

Addressing a news conference in Monrovia on Monday, a former chairman of Charles Taylor’s
National Patriotic Party (NPP) Cyril Allen accused elements within the United Nations Mission
in Liberia (UNMIL) Mission of orchestrating the reported wave of armed robberies in the
country even though he gave no specifics for his conjectures.

•

•
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Allen also accused UNMIL of taking bribes and circumventing taxes, but the New Vision in
an opinion piece disagreed with Allen and views his accusations as being unreasonable
because it purports to undermine the sacrifices UNMIL continues to make as well as the
stability of the country.
“Mr. Allen needs not be reminded that the peace every Liberian enjoys today is credited to
the gallantry of UNMIL personnel; and every programme that is in place for the rebuilding of
the country, devastated by Allen and his NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia], is equally
credited to the presence of UNMIL in Liberia,” New Vision stated. Mr. Allen is among
associates of Mr. Taylor who are affected by the United Nations travel restriction.

Liberia Lobbies to Host U.S. Africa Command
(The News)
•

•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and United States Representative Patrick Kennedy are
spearheading a campaign that would influence the United States Government to consider
Liberia to serve as host of the New Africa Command (AFRICOM).
The new command’s main mission will be to stabilize weak or poor countries by training the
local security forces and providing humanitarian aid. FRICOM’s mission will encompass a bled
of diplomacy, humanitarian aid and counter-terrorism operations.

Several Liberians Residing in the U.S. Risk Deportation if…
(The Inquirer)

•

Minneapolis Representative, Keith Ellison, says if the Unites States Congress does not act
soon, many Liberian refugees living in Minnesota would be deported. The Federal Government
expects about 1,000 Liberians who fled the country during the war who are now living in
Minnesota on temporary visas to return home now that their country has had democratic
elections, even though many of them skeptical.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am

Labour Ministry Suspends Relationship with Workers Union
• In a statement issued in Monrovia, the Ministry of Labour said it suspended relationship with the General Agriculture
and Allied Workers Union (GAAWU), because it allegedly instigates labour unrests such as the protracted
workers crisis at the Firestone Rubber Plantation Company and the lack of accountability and
transparency.
• The move against GAAWU comes ahead of the Firestone workers union election which is
slated for July which GAAWU opposes on grounds that the elections committee was appointed
by the Ministry of Labour.
• Also, the Ministry of Labour fined the Federation of Road Transport Union and Dock Workers
Union US$500 each for violating the Labour Laws of Liberia.
Forestry Puts in place Measures to Control Hunting
• Appearing on Radio Veritas Topical Issues yesterday, three officials of the Forestry
Development Authority (FDA) has put in place measures to control the hunting of bush meat
in Liberia, stressing the need to conserve wildlife as there were animals and species which
were in danger. He added that the FDA was not stopping people from eating bush-meat, but
were controlling the pace of harvest. The Authority noted that there were alternative means
being sought for rural dwellers that used hunting for livelihood to turn to animal husbandry.
• Further, the FDA announced that various scientific research activities were being carried out
to take an inventory of Liberia’s forests as they have started to identify the endangered
species to protect them.
Government Financial Experts Appear Before House Committee
• Liberia’s Auditor-General John Morlu, Finance Minister Antoinette Sayeh and Bureau of the
Budget Director Augustine Ngafuan will today meet the House of Representatives in an
Executive Session to conclude budget hearing that started last week. The Government
financial officers, according to information will find a way forward on the current budget
hearing at the National Legislature.
Rights Consortium to Defend Concerned Citizens group

•
•
•
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A consortium of Human Rights organizations said that it will today lead a legal defends in
the interest of the concerned citizens group of the area who was taken into court by officers
of the Firestone Plant Protection Division (PPD).
The Head of the Concerned Citizens of Owens groove Henry Bohlen was taken to court by the
PPD through the Liberian National Police for allegedly giving wrong information about the
disappearance of some Owens groove citizens while PPD security were on boat patrol.
Mr. Bohlen was jailed for three days at the Roberts International Airport sub-police station
without being charged by LNP officials before he was taken to court around the Firestone
area.

Former Ruling Party Chairman Wants UN Sanctions Removed
• The Chairman of the former ruling National Patriotic Party Cyril Allen is calling on the
Government to prevail on its international partners to fully lift sanctions on Liberia’s natural
resources.
• Chief Cyril Allen said that it was the responsibility to provide basic social services to its
citizens but was unable to do so because the international community was dictating how the
resources of the country should be used.
• Addressing the news conference Monday, Mr. Allen said that despite a repeated
pronouncement of zero tolerance for corruption, the practice was on the rise at intermediary
level in government.
• Chief Allen said that most tax collectors, appraisers, evaluators, revenue agents and
inspectors constantly under-declare the values of goods to the detriment of the Government.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL
Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access
the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr.
Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.

