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The Right To Bail In Criminal Proceedings

8

9

The Spectator
Thursday, 20 September 2007

10

UN News Service (New York)
Wednesday, 19 September 2007
Security Council Urges Continued Support to Post-Election Sierra Leone
The Security Council today commended Sierra Leone on the recent holding of presidential
elections and called for continued international support as the West African nation proceeds on its
path to peace and security.
In a statement read out by Ambassador Jean-Maurice Ripert of France, which holds the rotating
Council presidency this month, the 15-member body "congratulated the people and institutions of
Sierra Leone - particularly the National Electoral Commission and the Sierra Leone Police - on
their conduct over the election period and the commitment that they demonstrated to the
democratic process."
Ernest Bai Koroma of the All People's Congress Party was declared the winner of the run-off
elections held on 8 September, after polls held on 11 August failed to produce an outright winner.
The presidential elections were the first since UN peacekeepers left in 2005 after helping to bring
peace and stability to the country which was torn apart by a brutal 10-year civil war. Since then
the UN Integrated Office in Sierra Leone (UNIOSIL) has been engaged in assisting the fledgling
democracy.
Echoing the Council's comments, the top UN envoy to Sierra Leone today expressed appreciation
for the restraint demonstrated by the people since the announcement of the results on Monday.
The Secretary-General's Executive Representative Victor Angelo called on everyone to "remain
within the rule of law, and to respect public order and private property" in a statement issued in
the capital, Freetown.
Stressing that "constructive dialogue at this time in the history of Sierra Leone is crucial," he
reaffirmed that the UN remains actively engaged to support national efforts to consolidate peace,
democracy and development.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 19 September 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today.

International Clips on West Africa
09/19/2007 21:06:58

Sierra Leone's vote strengthens hope for democratic change
in Africa
TODD PITMAN
Associated Press Writer

Source: AP WorldStream English (all)
Date: September 19, 2007
DAKAR, Senegal_War-ravaged Sierra Leone's peaceful transfer of power through the ballot box bodes well for a
continent that has struggled against repression and conflict for half a century. But violence often simmers behind the
democratic facade in Africa, where corruption is rife and a dying breed of tyrants remain. Sierra Leone's runoff, in
which Ernest Bai Koroma defeated Vice President Solomon Berewa 55 percent to 45 percent, saw the opposition oust
the ruling party _ a rare occurrence in a region where power-hungry leaders keen to stay on have long used the
machinery of state to their advantage.

09/19/2007 11:02:37

INTERVIEW-Sierra Leone still needs help after polls -UN
envoy
By Katrina Manson
FREETOWN - Sierra Leone deserves high marks for holding credible elections but needs further international
assistance to help rebuild its war-scarred economy and society, a senior U.N. official said on Wednesday. The
elections, which swept opposition leader Ernest Bai Koroma into the presidency, were billed as a test of stability five
years after the end of a 1991-2002 civil war notable for its brutality. "There were many attempts at disrupting the
elections, many manifestations of intolerance, but they never went beyond a very small group of people," U.N.
mission head Victor Angelo said.

Local Media – Newspaper

Leading Industrialized Countries Support Liberia’s debt relief initiative
(The Inquirer, Heritage and The Analyst)

•
•

The world's leading industrialized countries under the banner of the G-8 have taken another measure to
relieve Liberia of its multilateral debt burden.
G-8 countries have announced a contribution of 324.5 million dollars in Special Drawing Rights (SDR)
which will go towards financing the cost of clearing Liberia's arrears at the International Monetary Fund.
The G-8 countries' contribution represents 60-percent of the cost for financing Liberia's arrears at the IMF.
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•

A communication from the German Minister for Development Cooperation, Madam Heidemarie
Wieczoreck-Zeul, addressed to President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, disclosed that Germany and some G-8
countries are also currently holding discussions with other countries to achieve a rapid solution to the
Liberian debt issue and to ensure that the rest of the costs are covered.

Senate Holds Auditor General in Contempt
(Heritage, The Inquirer and New Democrat)

•
•
•

Liberia’s Auditor General, John Morlu, has finally tasted the wrath of the Liberian Senate for disrespecting
that august body to reinstate some 71 employees who were allegedly dismissed by the General Auditing
Commission (GAC).
The AG has been held in Legislative contempt and fined the amount of four thousand-five hundred, ninetynine dollars and ninety-nine Cent (L$4,599,99), which is to be paid within twenty-four hours into
government's revenue and present receipt to the Secretariat of the Liberian Senate.
The Senate therefore, demanded that Morlu appear before five committees of the Liberian Senate on
Thursday with his restructuring plans for their perusal and approval. According to plenary decision, Mr.
Morlu must reserve all action against the employees until the Senate's demands are met. The five
committees include committees on Labor, Public Account, Judiciary, Ways, Means and Finance, and
Autonomous Agency.

Second State Witness Confirms Coup Plot as Suspects’ Lawyers Claim Intimidation
(The News, New Democrat and The Inquirer)

•
•

•

The second state witness in the ongoing treason Colonel James Kanneh of the National Security Agency
(NSA), has confirmed in his testimony that there were arrangements to overthrow the democratically elected
government of Madam Sirleaf.
Col. Kanneh revealed that in February 2006, the Ivorian National Security in the Ivory Coast drew the
attention of NSA to an arrest of a Liberian national, Mr. Andrew Dorbor. He noted that suspect Dorbor, in
the preliminary investigation told them that sometime ago he was asked by retired General Charles Julu to
go on a follow-up mission in the Ivory Coast and according to him (Dorbor) Julu gave him US$200.00 and
to be accompanied by one Ephraim Gaye.
Meanwhile, lawyers representing suspects in the treason trial on Tuesday alleged that state security
personnel were harassing and intimidating wives of the suspects.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 pm)

G-8 Takes Measure to Clear Liberia’s Debt
•

•

•

An Executive Mansion release issued in Monrovia yesterday said the world’s leading
industrial nations the G-8 have contributed nearly
US$324.5 million in special
drawing rights that will go toward financing the cost of clearing Liberia’s arrears at the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
The Minister of Development Cooperation of Germany, Heidemarie Wieczoreck-Zuel
said discussions are being held between her country, some G-8 member countries
and others to achieve a quick solution to Liberia’s debt issue and to ensure that the
rest of the cost are covered.
Minister Wieczoreck-Zuel stressed the importance of debt cancellation to the
reconstruction and development of Liberia and assured the Germany would use it
current role as President of the G-8 to continue to press for a solution that will allow
Liberian to gain entry into the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPIC) debt relief
initiative.

(Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio and Truth F.M)

State Lawyers Want Bryant’s Defense Team Held in Contempt
• The Government of Liberia has filed its return to former Chairman Gyude Bryant
lawyers’ Bill of Information questioning the trial of former heads of state.
• In an 18- count return the Government said Criminal Court “C” lacks jurisdiction over
such a Bill of Information filed by Defense lawyers in the case and said it should have
been filed before the Supreme Court which ruled that the former head of state should
be tried.

13
•
•

Recently, lawyers representing Mr. Bryant filed a Bill of Information to Criminal Court
“C” saying that the former head of Government could not be tried on the ECOWAS
audit based on the ruling of the Supreme Court.
The Supreme Court at the end of it March term of court ruled that Bryant should be
tried based on the binding resolution passed by the former National Transitional
Legislative Assembly (NTLA).

(Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio and Truth F.M.)

Liberian Senate Fines Auditor General Morlu
• Members of the Liberian Senate yesterday held Auditor General, John Morlu in
contempt and fined him L$4,999.99 and mandated him to pay the amount into
government coffers within 24 hours.
• The lawmakers also mandated that Mr. Morlu appears before five committees of the
Senate on Thursday with his restructuring plans for scrutiny and approval.
• The Senators took the decision following Morlu’s reported failure to reinstate
dismissed employees at the General Auditing Bureau.
(Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio and Truth F.M.)

Senate Rejects Presidential Nominees
• The Liberian Senate has denied Commerce Minster designate, Cllr. Frances JohnsonMorris and Foreign Minister-designate, Olubankie King-Akerele confirmation.
• The plenary of the Upper House reached the decision following an executive session
at the Unity Conference Centre in Virginia.
• Meanwhile, Senator Joseph Nagbe of Sinoe County yesterday filed a motion for
reconsideration which is expected to discuss during Thursday plenary.

****
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The Seattle Times
Thursday, 20 September 2007
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/editorialsopinion/2003892600_beckyroe20.html
The U.S. should embrace the international justice system
By Rebecca Roe
Opinion
Earlier this year I spent a week at the International Criminal Court in The Hague as a
member of a team invited to train prosecutors in presenting child-soldier testimony. The
experience there convinced me the U.S. needs to be a member of the ICC.
Genocide, crimes against humanity and conscription of child soldiers are gruesome news
topics in the U.S but horrific reality in Darfur, the Congo, Uganda and elsewhere.
Numerous reports have brought the problem of child soldiers to the public's attention; Ishmael Beah's
outstanding book, "A Long Way Gone," has heightened interest in the problem.
Individual Americans are trying to help in a variety of ways but the U.S. government has refused to
officially join the ICC. This should change.
The ICC, established in 2002, has a distinguished history. The permanent court arose from several
temporary or ad hoc courts including Nuremberg (1945-1949), International Criminal Tribunal Yugoslavia
(ICTY, 1995 to present), ICT-Rwanda (ongoing in Arusha, Tanzania) and Special Court Sierra Leone
(SCSL, 1994-ongoing). The international courts prosecute genocide, ethnic cleansing, crimes against
humanity, systematic rape, child soldiering and similar atrocities.
The Nuremberg trials resulted in convictions, imprisonment of and death sentences against many highranking Nazis. While specific accountability for some was a sufficient reason to support Nuremberg, the
trials had greater intangible benefits. Nuremburg provided a forum for the world to hear what happened
and how, though perhaps not why. Had there been no Nuremberg, the atrocities would have ended without
the true extent of the Holocaust ever being known.
Most important was the impact on the development of international criminal law. International laws on
genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity and the Geneva Conventions were born in the late 1940s as
a result of the issues identified during the Nuremburg trials. These laws set universal standards of conduct
and an international system of accountability.
The breakup of Yugoslavia resulted in atrocities, popularly known as ethnic cleansing, perpetrated against
the civilian population. Legal proceedings have been taking place in The Hague since 1994. Scores of
people have been indicted and dozens have already been sentenced.
Rwanda is responding to the 1994 genocide with both prosecutions at the ICT-R and truth-andreconciliation hearings in villages ("gacacas"). Rwanda trials are occurring in Arusha, Tanzania, and have
resulted in convictions of high-level defendants, with more awaiting trial. Thousands have been transferred
to the "gacacas" at least in part because of the number of defendants.
Special Court Sierra Leone has had trials ongoing in Freetown, Sierra Leone, and now in The Hague.
Former Liberian leader Charles Taylor, reportedly behind the atrocities in Sierra Leone vividly portrayed
in the movie "Blood Diamonds," faces trial in The Hague.
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The first ICC indictee was Thomas Lubanga, a militia rebel leader from the Democratic Republic of the
Congo, charged with enlistment, conscription and combat use of child soldiers under the age of 15. More
prosecutions arising from the Congo are anticipated. The ICC recently issued arrest warrants arising out of
the violence in Darfur.
It is too early to tell what impact these prosecutions will have in reconciling long-standing hatreds. But, the
fact that the persons responsible for horrific crimes will spend the rest of their lives in prison, as opposed
to living luxurious lives spending their ill-gotten millions, is some justice.
The absence of U.S. participation in the ICC is an embarrassment. Americans believe in justice; and as a
society, we believe people who commit atrocious acts should be brought to account and punished. These
values are the foundation of our criminal-justice system: accountability, punishment and restitution. The
rule of law has made America the great nation that it is, and the goals of the American justice system are
the goals of the ICC.
We cannot reshape societies and eliminate ethnic hatred. We can and we must help achieve accountability.
To stand idly by is to suggest the slaughter of thousands of innocent people is not a moral transgression
worthy of our time and effort.
While at The Hague, I talked with an ICC prosecutor who interviewed witnesses whose Sierra Leone
village had been attacked in the all-too-familiar scenario — civilians, including infants, maimed and killed,
women raped, children kidnapped for use as soldiers and sex slaves. As the prosecutor was getting ready to
leave, a woman approached to thank her for caring enough to bring some justice to her and the other
village women. The human need for accountability is basic and universal.
My involvement with the ICC was admittedly brief. Par-ticipation in an international court has challenges,
with an astounding array of legal systems and procedures. The ICC is not a jury system; instead, decisions
are made by three-judge panels. Interpreting the law is a matter of determining the consensus of law
internationally. But neither the differences in legal procedure nor the politics and bureaucracy of the ICC
diminishes the overall value of bringing perpetrators of horrendous crimes to justice.
The U.S. has much to contribute to the ICC, and U.S. participants could offer much-needed expertise and
training. I was excited to be able to offer my help in such a worthy endeavor, and I hope that my country
can reclaim its position as a moral leader by participating in the international justice system.
Rebecca Roe is an attorney in private practice with Schroeter, Goldmark and Bender and is a former King
County prosecutor.
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INTERNATIONAL BAR ASSOCIATION
Tuesday, 18 September 2007
IBAHRI Visit to Uganda Uncovers Threats to Judicial Independence

NEWS RELEASE
Today, the International Bar Association’s Human Rights Institute (IBAHRI) releases a report entitled,
Judicial Independence Undermined: A Report on Uganda, in which it states that in political cases the
government has pressurised judges, defied orders of the court and repeatedly criticised judicial decisions.
The report follows the findings of a visit by a high-level delegation, under the auspices of IBAHRI, which
uncovered evidence of tampering with judicial independence by Uganda’s Government, headed by
President Yoweri Museveni.
The high-level delegation visited Uganda between 20 and 25 May 2007 to investigate the implications for
judicial independence and the rule of law arising from reports that in March 2007, armed government
forces had invaded the Kampala High Court in an apparent attempt to intimidate the judiciary and disrupt
the proper discharge of its functions. The report is informed by meetings with a wide range of people and
organisations, including: members of the judiciary; the Directorate of Public Prosecutions; the Electoral
Commission; the Uganda Human Rights Commission; the Judicial Service Commission; members of
Parliament; and members of the legal profession. The Attorney-General did not respond to the delegation’s
requests for a meeting.
In the report, the most serious cited examples of judicial intimidation are in relation to the trial of
opposition leader Dr Kizza Besigye and his co-accused. Dr Besigye, a presidential candidate in 2001 and
2006, was arrested along with 22 suspected rebels and charged with treason and rape. On two occasions in
November 2005 and March 2007, when High Court judges had granted bail, armed forces prevented their
release. On the second occasion, forces stormed the court and held the accused captive before later rearresting them on fresh charges. The report concludes that these actions represent a gross infringement of
the independence of the judiciary.
Jo Salsbury, IBAHRI Programme Lawyer says, ‘Independence of the judiciary, executive and legislature is
crucial in ensuring proper functioning of the administration of justice and adherence to the rule of law.
Uganda’s 1995 Constitution is unambiguous in guaranteeing the independence of the judiciary from
external interference and states “no person or authority shall interfere with the courts or judicial officers in
the exercise of their judicial functions”. Ms Salsbury adds, ‘After decades of civil war and unrest, the
Ugandan people are to be commended for adopting a fine constitution. However, without judicial
independence the constitution will become meaningless. I urge the Ugandan Government to respect
Uganda’s judges and refrain from interference or intimidation.’
ENDS
NOTES TO THE EDITOR
Members of the Delegation
Justice Johann Kriegler, former Judge of the Constitutional Court of South Africa
Beatrice Mtetwa, President of the Law Society of Zimbabwe
Michael Topolski QC, Barrister, UK
Lorna McGregor, IBA Programme Lawyer
Michael Duttwiler, Mission Rapporteur, Judicial Law Clerk, Switzerland
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BBC Online
Thursday, 20 September 2007
Cambodians await Khmer Rouge trials
Police in Cambodia have arrested the most senior surviving
member of the notorious Khmer Rouge regime, who will be
tried by a UN-backed tribunal.
The 82-year-old Nuon Chea was second-in-command to
Khmer Rouge leader Pol Pot.
Cambodian people talk about the significance of this arrest
and whether the trials will bring justice for the victims of the
regime.
KAO SAMRETH, 49, TOUR GUIDE, ANGKOR WAT, SIEM REAP

The arrest of Nuon Chea is
very good news. He knows a
lot about what happened in
those days and who else is
responsible.

I hope that he will confess
faithfully about everything he
did. That will show the real
history of Cambodia.
Hopefully his confessions will
also lead to more arrests.

Kao Samreth is hopeful that there will
be more arrests

I think the trials are starting too late. Many witnesses have
died and many others are too old. Evidence has been
destroyed.
But it's better than nothing, and it's better later than never.
Cambodian people are awaiting the trials with expectation.
Some are not very happy with them, because they don't trust
Cambodian judges who can be under political pressure.
Most of the judges are Cambodian and they must have lost
relatives and friends during the Khmer Rouge regime. They
will be biased. I think 50% of the judges should be
Cambodian and 50% foreign.
I was 17 years old when the Khmer Rouge came to power. I
lost my father, brother and many friends. The whole town
was emptied and its people sent to camps.
I was separated from my family and sent to work in a camp.
I spent there three years, eight months and 20 days. My
father was killed simply because he was a teacher.
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VIREAK, 23, ENGINEER, SIEM REAP

The arrest looks like a step
forward, but I reserve my
judgment until the verdict is
out. For now at least, it gives
reassurance that preparations
for the trails are going well.

I am too young to remember
the Khmer Rouge regime. I
was born after that period. My
parents never talk about what
exactly happened then.

Vireak: The younger generation doesn't
know anything

I believe most parents are the same - they just want their
children to look forward to the future. That's why they want
to spare them the pain of the past. That partly explains why
younger generations have little knowledge of what was going
on.
One of my friends who is the same age thinks that the trials
are a waste of money and that we should just forget about
them and move on. We can never understand the pain and
feelings of the victims because we never went through it
ourselves.
In a way I am glad that the trials are going to start. But I
also want them to end quickly. I hope that they can bring
justice, but I am not sure whether they will.

TAILY SENG, CORNER SHOP OWNER, PORTSMOUTH, UK

Nuon Chea has been living
freely for 30 years. Everyone
knew where he was. How hard
was it to arrest him?
Why take 30 years to bring
those responsible to justice?
Many of the victims are now
dead and those who still live
don't even care anymore.

Taily Seng: Justice can be achieved
only up to a point

Everyone knows that the government has been protecting
leaders of the Khmer Rouge. They've arrested Nuon Chea
now because of pressure from the outside that will hopefully
lead to more arrests.
I doubt if he'll confess anything. Why would a mass murderer
confess? He knows that he will lose no matter what he says,
so why confess?
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It would be great if the trial can go on smoothly and some
justice is achieved, but it will be only up to a point.
Me and my wife both went through the killing fields. We have
all suffered and lost loved ones. After so many years, the
trial for justice is still in a limbo.
Still, the arrest is a good development, it shows that there is
will, but there is more to do. Bring the whole lot, all of them,
put them in the same place for the people of Cambodia to
see.
That's what will satisfy me. Not just one or two, but all of
them. That will take time, perhaps another five or 10 years.

SONG, 42, SANTA ANA, US

As a survivor of the Khmer Rouge regime, I would not give
too much thought on this trial. Arresting 'Brother Number
Two', as Nuon Chea is known, will not make any difference.
There are others who are living freely and by the time they
get arrested and put on trial, they will all be dead like Ta Mok
and Pol Pot.
This trial is a joke. It is
Why doesn't the Cambodian
happening too late and it is
government arrest all the
insulting for the victims
remaining former Khmer
Rouge leaders together and
put them on trial at the same time, instead of arresting them
one by one?

[Prime Minister] Hun Sen and his government would not
allow this trial to go ahead regardless of what the
international community thinks.
China and Vietnam have strong connections with the current
and past governments. They were the main supporters of the
Khmer Rouge regime and today they are the largest
investors in Cambodia's economy. Millions of dollars are
loaned to the Cambodian government without conditions.
They would not allow this trial to go forward.
This trial is a joke. It is happening too late and it is insulting
for the victims. Cambodian people don't care about it. You
can't help people after they had died, you help them while
they are still alive. Where was the UN in 1975?

