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Concord Times
Wednesday 26 September 2007
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 25 September 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today

International Clips on West Africa
AP 09/25/2007 08:12:24

Ivory Coast restarts identity card program in step toward
elections
PARFAIT KOUASSI

ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast - Ivory Coast began a giant and contentious task
Tuesday _ trying to determine who among its millions of inhabitants lacking
proper documents qualify for national IDs, a key step toward holding
elections expected next year. The national identity card program has been
repeatedly delayed and derailed by political wrangling.
Local Media – Newspaper
Government Dismisses Diplomatic Row Report
(The Informer)

•

•

Reacting to a media report of a supposed diplomatic row between the U.S. Embassy
and the Liberian government over the hand over of the Ducor Palace Hotel to the
Libyan government, the Executive Mansion dismissed as incorrect the report and
described it as “speculation” which is far from the truth. A local daily, National
Chronicle yesterday quoted a senior Unity Party official as saying that the Americans
were not happy that the Libyans have been given the Ducor which is few yards away
from its embassy.
Speaking to journalists, Presidential Press Secretary, Cyrus Badio said President Ellen
Johnson-Sirleaf and Ambassador Booth were in constant communication and that the
U.S. envoy has never raised such a matter.

University and Embassy Sign Agreement Today
(The Informer)

•

The University of Liberia and the U.S. Embassy will today sign a lease agreement for
the construction of a new chancery at the Greystone Compound in Monrovia. A UL
statement issued in Monrovia yesterday said the new facility would be a major
investment that will boost Liberia’s post-conflict and sub-regional security. As part of
the agreement the University will benefit from an endowment fund that will ensure
the smooth running of the institution after 15 years of civil war.
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Lawmakers bar Justice Commission
(National Chronicle)

•

The Director of Press at the National Legislature Isaac Reed announced that the
House was barring the Catholic Justice and Peace Commission’s grading of the
performances of members of the Legislature until the Commission’s point-man at the
House stopped operating in secrecy.

Rapist Jailed For Life
(National Chronicle, New Democrat, The Informer and The Inquirer)

•

The Judge of Criminal Court “B” has sentenced to life imprisonment 58-year-old Allan
Rogers for raping an eleven-year-old girl. The convict was arrested last year and was
found guilty by a panel of jury last week in the case prosecuted by lawyers of the
Association of Female Lawyers of Liberia (AFELL) through a UNDP partnership. Lawyer
representing Mr. Rogers had taken exception to the ruling and announced an appeal
to the Supreme Court.

Executive Mansion Vows to Fight For Enactment of Asset Freeze Law
(New Democrat, Heritage and The Informer)

•

The Executive Mansion said it would not relent in pressing for the enactment of the
assets freeze and property seizure law. Presidential Press Secretary, Cyrus Badio said
the Executive Mansion has not received the rejected bill from the House of
Representatives and reiterated that the President was committed to the passage of
the assets freeze.

Local Media – Radio Veritas

(News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Government Dismisses Diplomatic Row Report
(Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio and Truth FM)

Government Owned University, U.S. Embassy Sign Agreement Today
(Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio and Truth FM)

Executive Mansion Vows to Fight For Enactment of Asset Freeze Law
Rock Hill Residents Disappointed Over Failed Land Survey
• Residents of Rock Hill Community around the Ducor Palace vicinity say they are
disappointed over the failure of the Ministry of Lands, Mines and Energy to resurvey
the disputed 8.1 acres of land as promised by officials of the ministry. The survey was
due to take place yesterday but the Assistant Minister for Lands and Survey, Julu
Johnson along with the survey team failed to show up as promised by the ministry
last week.
58 Year Old Rapist Jailed For Life
• The Judge of Criminal Court “B” has sentenced to life imprisonment 58 year old, Allan
Rogers for raping an 11 year old girl. Rogers was arrested last year and was found
guilty by a panel of jury last week. The case was prosecuted by lawyers of the
Association of Female Lawyers of Liberia (AFELL) through a UNDP partnership. Lawyer
representing Mr. Rogers had taken exception to the ruling and announced an appeal
to the Supreme Court.
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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New Vision (Kampala)
Tuesday, 25 September 2007
Dictators Can Run But Can No Longer Hide
By Opiyo Oloya
Kampala
THE weekend extradition of former Peruvian strongman Alberto Fujimori to face trial in Peru for
corruption and killings committed during his ten-year rule of the South American country, sent
unmistakable message for dictators around the world: You can run but you cannot hide.
Fujimori who fled to Japan in 2000 before showing up in Chile in 2005 was extradited by Chilean
Supreme Court on charges that include the Barrios Altos and La Cantuta massacres in the early
1990s as Peru battled the Maoist rebel group Sendero Luminoso, the Shining Path.
Fujimori's extradition came barely 72 hours after 82-year-old former Khmer Rouge second-incommand Nuon Chea, known as "Brother Number Two" (Pol Pot was "Brother Number One")
was arrested from his jungle home along the Thai border and indicted for his role in activities that
caused the deaths of an estimated 1.7 million Cambodians during the communist rule from 1975
to 1979.
Although old and frail, Nuon Chea will face trial for crimes against humanity in a UN-backed
tribunal in Phnom Penh. However, what makes Fujimori's case interesting is the fact that he
enjoys some support in Peru where he is regarded as the man who saved the country from
runaway inflation, civil war and political chaos.
During his reign, Fujimori successfully rid Peru of El Sendero Luminoso guerillas and the rebel
El Movimiento Revolucionario Túpac Amaru that had wreaked havoc in the countryside, sowing
widespread fear and destruction.
His best moment in the international limelight came in April 1997 when Peruvian commandos
tunnelled an underground pathway to the residence of the Japanese ambassador where hostages
had been held since December 1996 by the Tupac Amaru guerrillas.
While all 14 rebels were killed in the resulting firefight, the hostages were rescued with minimal
loss to the army. Fujimori was hailed as a hero and seemed in total control until things suddenly
collapsed around him in 2000.
How could the former leader who enjoyed such international accolades be the subject of arrest as
a criminal?
Part of the answer may be found in the global grassroots anti-violence movement spearheaded by
organisations like Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International that have successfully used
various media to portray former dictators as no better than those who carry out raw terror. The
terror of September 11 only served to intensify the spotlight on the bloody tactics used by
extremists around the world as well as expose the repressive nature of unpopular leaders who
were ignored in the past. Terror is terror is the new mantra.
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A good example was former Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet who died last December fighting
numerous charges against him. For almost a decade, the general had retired in relative wealth,
hobnobbing with the likes of former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher and the late US
President Ronald Reagan.
On October 16, 1998, he was arrested in London while seeking treatment, shocking even his
victims who never imagined he would face justice. His final years were characterised by
humiliation that he never imagined he would have to go through as a former president. The
clamour for justice involving fallen leaders has spread around the world.
In July 2006, bowing to international pressure, the African Union asked Senegalese president
Abdoulaye Wade to prosecute the former president of Chad Hissene Habré exiled in Senegal
since his ouster in 1990. Habré stands accused of the deaths of 40,000 people and victimising
another 200,000 during his eight-year rule of Chad.
Meanwhile, buoyed by the changed climate against dictators, Ethiopian federal court in December
2006 convicted former ruler, Mengistu Haile Mariam, and 70 others of genocide committed
during the dark days of Red Terror that saw many Ethiopians killed.
Early in January this year, the dictator was spared the death sentence when he was sentenced in
absentia to life in prison. The former dictator is currently enjoying the protection of another
African dictator Zimbabwean president Robert Mugabe. But for how long will he stay free?
Secondly, the adoption of the Rome Statute in July 1998 gave teeth to the International Criminal
Court with its headquarters in the Hague to bring to justice those accused of committing heinous
crimes including genocide, torture and crimes against humanity.
Bolder and stronger, the international body extradited and tried former Serbian leader Slobodan
Milosevic who died last year before a verdict was rendered. It is currently hearing the case of
former Liberian president Charles Taylor. But perhaps the most important factor against dictators
is the fact that the world's superpowers, including United States, have increasingly shied away
from shielding former allies with blood on their hands.
The last time the US openly helped a former dictator escape justice was when Philippines dictator
Ferdinand Marcos was ousted in February 1986 after a 20-year rule, and fled into exile in Hawaii
where he died on September 28, 1989 at the age of 72.
Interestingly, though he should have been released from US federal prison two weeks ago, former
Panama dictator and narco-trafficker General Manuel Noriega remains incarcerated. US officials
are fighting to send Noriega to France where he was convicted in absentia for money laundering.
Indeed, the era of free rides into exile to enjoy looted fortunes stashed away in foreign bank
accounts ended with former dictators like Idi Amin, Mobutu Sese Sekou of Zaire, and Ferdinand
Marcos of the Philippines. In the new era, a dictator is only safe so long as he remains in power.

