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Local News
Special Court Faces Financial Crisis / Awareness Times
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Special Court May Go Bankrupt / Concord Times
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Special Court: Justice Itoe Calls for National Reconciliation / Independent Observer
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The Role of the Attorney-General and Minister of Justice... / Standard Times
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International News
Sierra Leone's New President on Moving Nation Forward / NPR
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UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL
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UN War Crimes Tribunal Upholds Acquittal of Bosnian General / DPA
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Serbia Not Fully Cooperating With UN Warcrimes Court: Prosecutor / AFP
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Awareness Times
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Concord Times
Wednesday, 17 October 2007
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Independent Observer
Wednesday, 17 October 2007
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Standard Times
Wednesday, 17 October 2007
Opinion
The Role of the Attorney-General and Minister of Justice: Is it the Case of the Office or the
Occupant?
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National Public Radio (U.S.)
Monday, 15 October 2007
Sierra Leone's New President on Moving Nation Forward (Excerpt)
-SNIPMr. President, you're not the only country in the region dealing with these issues. Liberia, for
example, is trying to rebuild a democratic government, also. But the former leader of that country,
Charles Taylor, as you know, is currently being tried before a U.N.-backed special court. Are you
at all concerned about this trial? Are you concerned that if he is found guilty, that there will be
repercussions in your country? Are you concerned if he's acquitted, that there will be
repercussions?
Pres. KOROMA: No, I believe that the trial in itself sends a clear signal of putting an end to this
cycle of impunity. And I believe that it will serve as a deterrent to other people. Now, whether at
the end of the day the court decides to judge him and he's convicted, I think it will complete the
cycle. If he's acquitted, I mean, at least there would have been a clear sign that nobody can do
what he did and end up as a free man. I mean, you - I think it will bring to an end this cycle of
military coups and warlords shooting their way into power.
MARTIN: And many Americans are familiar with the concept of blood diamonds. It is known
now that a lot of the money made from diamond mining in Sierra Leone was used to fund the war.
Is this a source of wealth now that can help rebuild your country? And I also wanted to ask, what
is your message for Americans, many of whom may have avoided buying diamonds in recent
years because they're concerned that these purchases are helping to further destabilize the
country?
Pres. KOROMA: Well, I think, the issue of the blood diamonds, I think is an issue of the past. We
now have a government diamond office through which all the diamonds are exported. And I am
even going to introduce a diamond-coating and polishing process in the country to improve
product and provide employment facilities and also to add value on the diamonds.
Investing or participating in the procurement of diamonds is not helping anybody to fuel war. But,
I mean, if you do so now, you will be assisting the Sierra Leone economy. You will be helping to
fuel employment, and I think it is a positive participation. It is no longer negative as in the past.
-SNIP-
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 16 October 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today.

International Clips on West Africa

Ecowas, EU Endorse FG's Electoral Reform Process
By Ndubuisi Ugah

Lagos, Oct 15, 2007 (This Day/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Economic Community
of West African States (ECOWAS) and the European Union (EU), yesterday commended
President Umaru Yar'Adua's initiative to address shortcomings of the April general elections.
The two bodies noted that Yar'Adua's desire to address the shortcomings was a welcome
development, as it would help to deepen democracy, good governance and the rule of law,
particularly with the initial decisions of setting up an Electoral Reform Committee.
Local Media – Newspaper

Journalists Group to Punish Media Entities
(The Inquirer, Heritage and The Analyst)

•

•

According to a press release, the Press Union of Liberia warned that it would institute a
harsh action against the Truth FM and the Public Agenda newspaper if they fail to end the
ongoing “media war” between them. The Union thought the two institutions were
misusing the journalism profession with gross disregard for public trust.
The PUL said that it is saddened that its award winning institutions would engage in
negative journalism with the trading of insults and personal attacks on their pages and
airwave adding that inquiries and intrusion into an individual’s life can only be justified
when done in the public interest and not to settle scores.

Government Introduces the use of Motorbikes as Ambulance
(Heritage)

•
•

Ministry of Health authorities said that for the first time in Liberia, the Government has
introduced a motorbike ambulance service in Lofa County to transport patients to major
referral hospitals in the County.
According to Health Minister Walter Gwenigale, the motorbike ambulance service was
introduced amidst the deplorable road conditions in the Country but denied report that
people were dying in Foyah due to the lack of clinics as all of the major hospitals and
health centers in Lofa are now functional.

Child Rights Group Frown at Miscarrying Justice
(The Inquirer, The News and Heritage)

•

In a release, the National Child Rights Observatory Group (NACROGS), child rights
advocacy group frowned at what it calls “miscarriage of juvenile justice” by some
judicial personnel, noting that certain judges were hearing cases and illegally
confining juveniles along with adults who are hardened criminals at the Monrovia
Central Prison.
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US Navy Ship Tours Liberia
(New Democrat)

•

New Democrat newspaper quoting a website report said that a US Navy Ship, Fort
McHenry will visit Liberia as part of its tour of West African countries including Liberia,
Senegal, Ghana, Cameroon, Gabon and Sao Tome & Principe. The ship’s visit is in
furtherance of ensuring security in the maritime field.

Liberia National Police Drops Officers for Fuel Theft
(New Democrat and The Analyst)

•

•

Sources said that Liberia National Police Officers G. Sackie Morris, Joseph Konneh and
J. Mix Williams have been suspended for allegedly stealing fuel from trucks of the
Buchanan Renewable Energies, a biomass company which is assembling its
equipments to commence operation in Grand Bassa County. Angry mob chased the
Police with stones and sticks as news of the missing fuel spread knowing that Police
officers in the area were reportedly charged to watch over the trucks containing the
fuel.
Meanwhile, a release issued by the Ministry of Justice quoted Justice Minister Philip
Banks as warning the public against assaulting the Police considering that they are
responsible to protect lives and property and that violence and lawlessness targeting
security officers and installations were capable of undermining the Government’s fight
against crime.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Press Union Warns of Harsh Action against Media Entities
(Also reported on SKY FM, Truth FM, Star Radio and ELBS)
Motorbike Ambulance Service Introduced in Medical Field in Liberia
(Also reported on SKY FM, Truth FM, Star Radio and ELBS)
Liberia Observes World Food Day
• Correspondents said that Liberia will today, 16 October join other countries in observing
World Food Day, set aside by the United Nations to create public awareness about the
need to take measure nationally and globally to ensure food security.
• Vice President Joseph Boakai will deliver the keynote speech at an official program
marking the 27th World Food Day in Bentol, Montserrado County.
• In continuation of the celebration, a national agriculture fair will be held in Tubmanburg,
Bomi County at which time the Ministry of Agriculture will award prizes to hardworking
farmers. Appearing on radio talk show yesterday, the Food and Agriculture Organization
Representative Dr. Winfred Harmon said that a seven-step food security strategy
focusing on identifying those who are food in secured and formulating an agriculture
policy among others has been formulated.
(Also reported on SKY FM, Truth FM, Star Radio and ELBS)
Child Rights Group Frown at Miscarrying Justice
• In a release, the National Child Rights Observatory Group (NACROGS), child rights
advocacy group frowned at what it calls “miscarriage of juvenile justice” by some
judicial personnel, noting that certain judges were hearing cases and illegally
confining juveniles along with adults who are hardened criminals at the Monrovia
Central Prison.
• The group contended that for offences like aggravated assault, simple assault, theft
of property and disorderly conduct, juveniles were languishing behind bars outside
the legal framework.
(Also reported on SKY FM, Truth FM, Star Radio and ELBS)
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Deutsche Presse-Agentur (German News Agency)
Tuesday, 16 October 2007
UN war crimes tribunal upholds acquittal of Bosnian general
Amsterdam - The UN war crimes court for the former Yugoslavia on Tuesday upheld the
acquittal of a former Bosnian general saying his involvement in a military operation in Mostar
during which troops murdered Croat civilians could not be proven. The Appeals Chamber of the
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) upheld the 2005 acquittal by
the lower court of 55-year-old Sefter Halilovic.
The charges concerned particularly his alleged involvement in the so-called Operation Neretva in
the villages of Grabovica and Uzdo in September 1993, during which Bosnian troops killed at
least 38 unarmed civilians.
Halilovic, who cooperated voluntarily with the ICTY, was commander of the predominantly
Muslim Bosnian government army at that time.
ICTY Chief Prosecutor Carla del Ponte indicted him in 2001 for his role in military operations in
Bosnia-Herzegovina and alleged involvement in the killings of civilians.
A total of nine people have been acquitted to date by the court, based in The Hague.
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Agence France-Presse
Monday, 15 October 2007
Serbia not fully cooperating with UN warcrimes court: prosecutor
LUXEMBOURG (AFP) — Serbia is still not fully cooperating with the UN war crimes tribunal and must
arrest former Bosnian Serb army chief Ratko Mladic to prove it is doing so, chief prosecutor Carla Del
Ponte said Monday.
Del Ponte urged European Union foreign ministers, meeting in Luxembourg, to wait until she visits the
Balkans state again on October 25-26 before moving forward on an agreement between Brussels and
Belgrade on closer ties.
"Cooperation with Serbia -- yes, it has improved but it's not enough. It's slow, it's without results, it's
irresolute," she told reporters after laying out her case to the ministers.
"Mladic is within the reach of Belgrade and it is a question of political will to have Mladic in The Hague,"
she said.
"The fact that Mladic and (former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan) Karadzic are still on the run is really
scandalous. It's something that the international community cannot accept."
Mladic and Karadzic have been indicted by the UN warcrimes court for the former Yugoslavia on charges
including genocide over the 1995 massacre of some 8,000 Muslim men and boys at Srebrenica.
Mladic is believed to be in hiding in Serbia while Karadzic is suspected of finding sanctuary among
sympathisers in Bosnia and Montenegro.
Last week, Serbia offered a one-million-euro (1.4 million-dollar) reward for information leading to
Mladic's capture, which Del Ponte described as an "encouraging sign."
But she told the ministers: "I cannot give a positive assessment of full cooperation until Ratko Mladic is
arrested and transferred to The Hague," where the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia is based.
Del Ponte's assessment has long been the gauge by which the EU has conditioned progress on the
rapprochement accord with Serbia, a so-called Stabilisation and Association Accord.
The European Commission wants to initial the agreement -- a first step for Balkans nations to join the EU - soon, but Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn said he would wait until Del Ponte reports back late this
month.
"Her findings will be strongly taken into account when we effect the initialling of the Stabilisation and
Association Agreement with Serbia," he told reporters.
But he remained upbeat, saying: "Serbia's cooperation is now at a level which can be described as now half
full, rather than half empty, but it is essential that Serbia intensify its work."
Initialling the SAA would mean nothing in legal terms but it would be a political gesture toward Serbia
that could prove useful amid an international dispute over the future of its southern province of Kosovo.

