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UN News Service (New York)
Monday, 19 November 2007
Greater Public Awareness of Rights Report Aim of UN-Backed Review
Ongoing efforts to implement the findings of Sierra Leone's Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC), meant to help heal rifts left by 11 years of bloody civil war, are the focus of
a two-day meeting that began today in Freetown under the auspices of the United Nations and the
country's main human rights body.
In 2004, the seven-member Commission made a number of recommendations to deal with past
abuses and violations and foster reconciliation as the West African nation seeks to consolidate its
hard-won peace.
They included the payment of reparations by the Government to amputees and other wounded
victims, those who were sexually violated, and the widows and children who suffered deprivation,
displacement, or worse between 1991 and 2002.
In determining payment, the panel recommended meeting victims' needs in "health, housing,
pensions, education, skills training and micro-credit, community reparations and symbolic
reparations."
The meeting that began today in the capital aims to review the status of the recommendations,
increase greater public awareness about them and facilitate their implementation, according to the
UN Integrated Office in Sierra Leone (UNIOSIL), which organized the event together with the
national Human Rights Commission and a number of civil society groups.
"It will present the opportunity for all stakeholders to be informed on the recommendations that
have been implemented thus far, those still pending and strategize on the way forward,"
UNIOSIL stated.
Also in Freetown today, UNIOSIL's Police Section began the first phase of a two-week training
programme on traffic management, in collaboration with the Sierra Leone Police.
The programme aims to enhance and facilitate the free flow of traffic, particularly in the capital,
as well as to re-organise the entire Traffic Department of the Police Force towards better service
delivery.
Speaking at the inauguration of the training today, the Secretary-General's Executive
Representative in Sierra Leone noted that in a country like Sierra Leone, where 25 per cent of the
population is concentrated in the capital and there are no rail services, people are completely
dependent on road networks.
Stressing the vital need to ensure the free flow of traffic on the roads, Victor Angelo pointed out
that "traffic congestion not only creates delays and inconvenience, but more importantly it has a
direct effect on the national economy due to the loss of productive hours." Therefore, addressing
traffic problems is critical to a country's development, as well as to its ability to compete in the
global market.
A total of 125 officers across the country will benefit from the training.

10

United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 19 November 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

President Sirleaf Gets Israel's Support
Nov 19, 2007 (Liberia Government/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- The Government
of Israel has pledged its support towards Liberia's reconstruction. The pledge was made
today in Jerusalem, Israel, when President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf held talks with Israeli
President Shimon Peres and Foreign Minister Madam Tzipi Livni at the start of her official visit
to Israel. President Johnson Sirleaf solicited Israel's support for her government's
developmental agenda as she called on the country to strengthen the strong ties it once
enjoyed with Africa in the 1960's.

International Clips on West Africa

Don't Disappoint Voters, Fashola Tasks Koroma

Deji Elumoye

Lagos, Nov 19, 2007 (This Day/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Governor Babatunde
Fashola of Lagos State has charged the new President of Sierra Leone, Ernest Bai Koroma to
justify the citizen's fervent hope in democracy by providing them necessities of life. Fashola
who spoke in Freetown, the Sierra Leonean capital at the inauguration of President Koroma
declared that it was only through good governance that democracy could be entrenched in
Sierra Leone.
Local Media – Newspaper

Major Rubber Company Suffers Double Blow
(The News, New Democrat, Heritage, National Chronicle, The Analyst, Daily Observer, The Inquirer,
The Informer, The Reality and Liberian Express)

•

The Government over the weekend called for the use of ‘maximum force’ against
armed crime following two separate incidents in which a Belgian employee of the
Liberian Agricultural Company (LAC) was shot dead, and the hijacking of a vehicle
belonging to the Global Bank carrying US$150,000 by armed bandits on the
Monrovia-Buchanan Highway over the weekend.

President Johnson-Sirleaf solicits Israel’s support
(Heritage, The Analyst, Daily Observer, Liberian Express, The Informer, Public Agenda and The
Inquirer)

•

President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf has arrived in Jerusalem, Israel at the start of a fourday state visit to help strengthen bilateral ties. President Sirleaf will today meet and
hold talks with Israeli President,

Major road rehabilitation targets 300 Liberians for employment
(Daily Observer, Heritage, Liberian Express, The Reality and The Inquirer)
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf last Friday launched the first phase of the road
rehabilitation initiative of government which focuses on the construction of the
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Monrovia-Buchanan Highway. The road project which is sponsored by the World Bank
is estimated at US$23.4 million and is being implemented by the Chinese Road
Construction Company, CHICO.
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Church Trauma Section Holds Seminar for Government Functionaries
• In an interview, the Chief Trainer of the Lutheran Church’s Trauma Healing and Reconciliation Programme
Lazarus Flomo said that his unit has organized a Training of Trainers seminar for 35 security officers and
local government officials to train them to rule of law, good governance and the effect of trauma as a
measure to help strengthen and sustain the peace in Liberia.
(Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM)
Government Extends Postal Services to Rural Liberia
• Speaking at the dedicatory ceremony of a postal facility in Ganta, Nimba County, Posts and
Telecommunications Minister Jackson E. Doe said that extension of postal services throughout the Country
remains a priority of his administration and that efforts were being exerted to decentralize such services
especially following the recent recognition by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, of the good work the
Ministry was doing. (Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM)
Lofa County Principals Association Calls for Support
• Correspondents said that the President of the Lofa County Principals Association, Rev. Zubah Kollie said
that the Government’s free and compulsory primary education would fail unless the Government subsidizes
the schools. He pointed out that Government schools throughout the Country are unable to cater to the
growing numbers of students in the streets as such educational stakeholders should put measures in place to
make the process effective.
(Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM)

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.

12

BBC Online
Friday, 16 November 2007
Prison term for ex-Rwandan mayor
A former Rwandan mayor has been sentenced to 11 years in prison
for crimes committed during the genocide.
Some 800,000 Tutsi and moderate Hutus died in the 100-day
slaughter in 1994.
Juvenal Rugambarara pleaded guilty for failing to investigate and
then punish those in his district of Bicumbi who were implicated in a
massacre.
Rugambarara was arrested in 2003
in Uganda by Interpol

Since 1997 the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), which sits in Tanzania, has
convicted 29 genocide ringleaders and acquitted five people.
In 2003, Rugambarara was arrested in Uganda where he had been living since fleeing Rwanda after
the genocide.
Earlier this year, the ICTR prosecutor agreed to withdraw eight of the original nine counts against the
former mayor, which included genocide and crime against humanity.
Rugambarara told prosecutors he wished to serve his prison sentence in Europe, preferably France.
The ICTR is due to complete its work by 2010.
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The Monitor (Kampala)
Tuesday, 20 November 2007
'Peace' Gives Kony What War & Murder Couldn't
Why, as we asked last week (see "Kony Is Crazy, So Why Does Riek Love Him?" June 28) does
the SPLA-led Government of Southern Sudan (GOSS), and in particular its vice-vice-president
Riek Machar, seem to be going soft on LRA leader Joseph Kony?
And better, even more intriguing, is the government of President Yoweri Museveni really
interested in having Kony arrested and taken for trial at the International Criminal Court in The
Hague? Besides the fact that Kony's forces helped Riek fight SPLA when the former fell out with
John Garang, there was never consensus among the ranks of the SPLA that they should help
Museveni destroy the LRA.
The Sudanic and Luo people of wider northern Uganda and southern Sudan are cousins, brothers
and sisters. Some of the SPLA fighters were actually Ugandans who just used to withdraw back
into the villages in the north when the going was tough.
The information that has come out of the north in recent years indicates that Kony rebels lived in
terror of the SPLA, and considered it relatively soft duty facing the UPDF.
The SPLA, therefore, would have wiped out Kony more easily than UPDF. They didn't because
they needed the LRA to survive enough to pose a threat to Uganda, and to maintain a structure
that Khartoum would back. That way Uganda would keep its military and diplomatic support for
the SPLA. The southern Sudanese rebels, therefore, were never emotionally committed to the
defeat of Kony.
Now that they have formed a government after the peace deal, the LRA is, after oil, the GOSS's
most important diplomatic tool. By setting themselves up as mediators between Kampala and
Kony, the GOSS has got itself its first international role, and won diplomatic relevance.
The talks, and the International Criminal Court's (ICC) requests to the GOSS to arrest Kony, are
important legitimisation factors in its evolution into New Sudan. For these representations by
foreign governments and international organisations constitute a recognition of its sovereignty.
The ICC opposes any deal with Kony and insists he be handed over for trial in The Hague. In
many ways, its interest is no different than the GOSS's. They both want Kony, but for different
reasons. Kony would be the first murderous rebel leader plucked from the bush after an ICC
warrant. The other war criminals who have ended in The Hague were presidents, as in the case of
Liberia's Charles Taylor, or Yugoslavia's Slobodan Milosevic (who expired in the ICC's jails).
They committed most of their crimes as state actors. There is now international consensus that the
impunity of non-state actors must be punished equally as those of state actors like Taylor, to send
a message of zero tolerance for mass murder.
Kony is a cheap target, because the ICC probably views him as less sophisticated than Ratko
Mladic, the elusive former Serbia-Bosnian military chief and war criminal. Kony, because of his
brutal methods and abduction of children which have revolted the world, would be a popular
catch and do the ICC's image a lot of good.
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But that isn't necessarily what Kampala wants. Sources suggest that the Uganda government's
initial intention was that the Kony case be taken to the International Court of Justice, which hears
disputes between governments, not the ICC which investigates and tries individuals accused of
genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.
Kampala hoped the ICJ would find Khartoum guilty of violating the security of Uganda and the
human rights of its people through supporting Kony. This way Sudan's support for the LRA
would become a definite international crime, not just a contentious geopolitical issue. It was a tall
order, but the strategic thinking behind it was undoubtedly shrewd.
Instead we ended up with the ICC indicting Kony & Co. One view has it that Kampala doesn't
want Kony in The Hague, because since he will have a right to put his side of the story, he could
tell some ugly truths that the government wants hidden.
For example, did the LRA kill all the people in the northern war? What role did the UPDF either
through cynical policy to break the back of the northern rebellion, or by the actions of rogue
elements inside it contribute in the killings and amputations? What evidence does Kony have?
For that reason, Kampala would rather kill Kony in a confrontation in the tall grass, or cut a deal
with him, than see him testify in The Hague.
Kony's outing (including an interview with The Times) has also been possible because there's
excitement in the region among the Sudanic community that New Sudan will be the first, if only,
powerful Nilotic/Luo republic in a "Bantu-dominated" region. To hand Kony over, therefore,
would be a "grand betrayal" of the cause. It's a price the GOSS, at this stage, might be reluctant to
pay.
Indeed last week after this column, I got very angry emails. One of them, from an author who
softened a little bit after a couple of exchanges, said, and I reproduce parts of it verbatim: "Habari
wewe... [you] sounded like a fool human who burn down his/her own house for being stupid.
"What is ICC? You think we cann't handle even simple things like reconcillation between two
brothers. Why we try to discourage some African heroes like them [Kony and Riek]? "I got your
problem, you're one of Ugandan tribalists, but don't bring it to this board ok. Bcoz you are from
Bantus and Kony from Nilotics...Kony will lead you whether you like it or not. Don't you think
you are only smart person....your second articles don't ever posting it that way again here". I rest
my case.

