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World Updates
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http://thestaronline.com/news/story.asp?file=/2007/11/21/worldupdates/2007-11-21
Former child soldier becomes UNICEF ambassador
By Walter Brandimarte
NEW YORK (Reuters) - A former child soldier in Sierra Leone's civil war was named an ambassador for
the U.N. children's agency on Tuesday, vowing to be an advocate for children worldwide, not just in
African war zones.
Ishmael Beah lost his family in a rebel attack at about age 12, was kidnapped by Sierra Leone's national
army and forced, along with other captured children, to fight a deadly war.
Author and former child soldier Ishmael Beah (L) of Sierra Leone smiles next to UNICEF executive
director Ann Neneman after being announced as a UNICEF Ambassador in New York November 20,
2007. (REUTERS/Lucas Jackson)
His memoir "A Long Way Gone" was a best-seller this year, recounting his remorse over the war and how
he eventually found support from a UNICEF rehabilitation program and from a new adoptive family in the
United States.
"I met UNICEF at a time of my life when I had lost hope," Beah said as he was appointed UNICEF
Advocate for Children Affected by War in a ceremony marking the 18th anniversary of the U.N.'s
convention on the rights of the child.
Education equipped Beah to become an outspoken defender of children's rights and, now aged 26, he has
become a regular public speaker on the plight of children.
He said his new role as UNICEF ambassador would give him "more strength to continue to do what I have
dedicated my life to, which is to make sure that what happened to me does not continue to happen to other
children around the world."
The use of children in Africa's armed conflicts is still routine. Last week, some 230 child soldiers, whose
average age was 14, were released from Congo's pro-government militia, according to UNICEF.
Beah said he did not want to focus only on war-ridden countries. He said social and economic disparities
were the root of violations of children's rights around the world.
"Either children are leaving home because they are extremely poor, social conditions are bad, or because
they're abused at home," Beah told Reuters after the ceremony.
"All of this is coming from the social, economic disparities in these places," he said, pointing to the poor
condition of children in Brazil's "favelas," or slums.
He said the U.N.'s 18-year-old international treaty had helped focus attention on children's rights but added
that he was often frustrated by the slow pace of change.
"Especially when it comes to the development of international legal standards and resolutions to these
problems, it develops very slowly while the problem goes on."
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UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 21 November 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
11/21/2007 07:12:20

Yar'Adua Seeks Senate Support to Write-Off $13m Liberia's
Debt
Andrew Oota
Source: All Africa Global Media Date: November 21, 2007
Nov 21, 2007 (Leadership/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Against the backdrop of
heavy debt burden on Liberia and the need to give a helping hand, President Umaru Musa
Yar'Adua is seeking Senate's support to write-off a US $13 million debt from a total debt of
US $48 million owed Nigeria by Liberia. In a letter signed by the president himself,
addressed to the Senate president, dated November 14, 2007, but made public yesterday by
the Senate president, David Mark, the president stated: "I am writing to enlist the support of
the Senate in respect of a proposal to write-off a portion of debt owed Nigeria by Liberia."

Liberian President tells Haaretz: Africa is gaining power and
hope
By Lior Kodner, Haaretz Correspondent
Haaretz.com, Israel – 21 November 2007: It would be no exaggeration to say that Ellen
Johnson-Sirleaf is the second most important person in Africa. Like Nelson Mandela, the 69year-old president of Liberia symbolizes the other Africa, a continent with leadership, economic
growth, an independent education system and, above all, a continent with hope for a better
future. On November 8, 2005, Johnson-Sirleaf became the first woman to be elected to the top
leadership position in an African country. She heads one of the poorest countries on the
continent, a country that is still recovering from two civil wars in which at least 200,000 people
were killed and one-third of the inhabitants became refugees. Her country has done much in the
past two years, she told Haaretz on Tuesday in an interview during a three-day visit in Israel for
a
women's
leadership
conference
organized
by
the
Foreign
Ministry.
11/21/2007 06:02:44

President Sirleaf Makes More Gains in Israel, Visits Palestine
Source: All Africa Global Media Date: November 21, 2007
Tel-Aviv, Nov 21, 2007 (Liberia Government/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --The
Government of Liberia has signed a memorandum of understanding with the Diamond
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Institute of Israel geared towards fostering cooperation to develop Liberia's diamond sector.
The agreement was signed today in Tel-Aviv, Israel, by Liberia's Lands, Mines and Energy
Minister, Dr. Eugene Shannon and Dr. Morti Gantz, President of the Israel's Diamond
Institute. As a result of this, a conference is scheduled to be held in Tel-Aviv, Israel, from
February 11th -12th, 2008, in which specific aspects of cooperation will be worked out.
11/21/2007 04:43:09

Carjack-ring suspect sentenced to 12 yrs.
Michael Hinkelman Philadelphia Daily News
Source: Philadelphia Daily News (KRT) Date: November 21, 2007
Nov. 21--A federal judge yesterday sentenced a Liberian national to more than 12 years in a
federal lockup for attempted carjacking and pointing a gun at the victim. Authorities are
continuing to investigate whether the man, Musa Donzo, and others from the West African
nation are part of an international carjacking network that steals luxury vehicles and ships
them overseas for resale in Africa. U.S. District Judge R. Barclay Surrick said that the
sentence was "very appropriate" and that anything less would have "depreciated the
severity" of Donzo's crime. "This offense is about as serious as it gets," Surrick said, adding
that Donzo had demonstrated little remorse or acceptance of responsibility for his crime.

International Clips on West Africa
11/21/2007 05:59:45

Sierra Leone bans exports of mineral samples
By Katrina Manson and Christo Johnson
FREETOWN, Nov 21 (Reuters) - Sierra Leone has banned exports of mineral samples in a bid
to stop valuable diamonds, gold and other commodities being illegally shipped out of the
country. President Ernest Bai Koroma, who won elections in the West African nation in
September with pledges to stamp out corruption, wrote to the Ministry of Mineral Resources
saying samples were being exported with insufficient controls. "It is reported that there
appears to be little or no supervision or regulation of this activity by government," said the
letter from Koroma's office, seen by Reuters on Wednesday.
11/21/2007 17:14:33

Former child soldier becomes UNICEF ambassador
By Walter Brandimarte
NEW YORK, Nov 21 (Reuters) - A former child soldier in Sierra Leone's civil war was named
an ambassador for the U.N. children's agency on Tuesday, vowing to be an advocate for
children worldwide, not just in African war zones.
Ishmael Beah lost his family in a rebel attack at about age 12, was kidnapped by Sierra
Leone's national army and forced, along with other captured children, to fight a deadly war.

Local Media – Newspaper

Eight Killed in Tragic Motor Accident
(National Chronicle, New Democrat, The Informer, Heritage, The News, The Vision)

•

Eight Persons were yesterday killed in a tragic motor accident along the Robertsfield
Highway in Margibi County. The accident occurred when a Nissan Sunny car marked 2
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•

•

HJ collided with a ‘Mack Truck’ BT 0394, killing all the occupants on board the Nissan
Sunny car.
According to eyewitness account, the incident occurred around 11 a.m. between Palm
Wine Station and Foday Town along the Robertsfield Highway. The accident occurred
when the Nissan Sunny attempted to dodge potholes along the route when it ran into
the truck, which came from Buchanan.
Five females including a baby girl about 8, with three men all heading for Harbel with
goods, perished in that fatal accident. Meanwhile the only survivor of the tragic
accident who was the driver of the truck was whisked to the RIA Police Detachment
for investigation.

Government and UNMIL jointly launch nationwide campaign against crime
(The News, New Democrat, Heritage and The Informer)

•
•

•

The Government of Liberia and the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) on Tuesday
launched a nationwide campaign against crime code-name “Say No to Crime”.
The campaign, according to Deputy SRSG responsible for Rule of Law, Henrietta
Mensa-Bonsu, is led by the Liberia National Police (LNP) with the full support of UN
Police (UNPOL) and will ‘enhance and encourage a partnership approach to crime
prevention and reduction.’
The launch of a nationwide campaign against crime comes in the wake of a reported
increase in criminal activities, particularly in Monrovia and its suburbs.

Government Claims workers are targeting foreign staffs at key plantations
(The Inquirer)

•

•

The Liberian Government says it has received credible reports backed by written
communications that some employees of the Weala and Salala Rubber Plantations
have issued threats that they would attack and eliminate some expatriate workers of
the two companies amidst differences over a number of issues.
The pronouncement by government comes barely two days after the killing of a
Belgian expatriate, Bruno Michiels at the Liberia agricultural Company (LAC).
Presidential Press Secretary, Cyrus Badio told reporters on Monday that government
was convinced that the murder of the Belgian manager was not far from the
statements to resist LAC’s expansion.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 pm)

Public School Students Protest in Solidarity with Striking Teachers
• Students of one of the Monrovia Consolidated School System (MCSS) schools in
Central Monrovia, the Matilda Newport High have been striking for the return of their
teachers to the class room.
• The students this morning chanted for the return of the teachers while other
expressed solidarity with the teachers’ plight.
• The public school teachers started the strike action yesterday in demand of tenmonth salary arrears, transportation and allowances and threatened not to return to
the classroom until their demands were addressed adequately.
• The students however dispersed after Education Minister, Dr. Joseph Korto intervene
to listen to their concerns.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)
Liberia, Israel Sign Memorandum of Understanding
• The Government of Liberia has signed a memorandum of understanding with the
Diamond Institute of Israel geared towards fostering cooperation to develop Liberia's
diamond sector.
• The agreement is the first since the United Nations lifted the embargo on Liberian
diamonds export in April imposed six year ago.
• The embargo was aimed at stopping former President Charles Taylor from using
Liberian Diamonds to fuel wars in the sub-region.
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•

The agreement was signed yesterday in Tel-Aviv, Israel, by Liberia's Lands, Mines and
Energy Minister, Dr. Eugene Shannon and Dr. Morti Gantz, President of the Israel's
Diamond Institute.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)
8 Killed in Motor Accident on Monrovia-Robertsfield Highway
• Police have confirmed that least eight people are now known to have died in
Tuesday’s motor accident on the Monrovia-Robertsfield Highway in Margibi County
when a taxi travelling from Monrovia collided head on with a container truck killing all
passengers, three men and five women on the taxi.
• An eyewitness said the accident occurred around 11 a. m. between Palm Wine and
Foday town along the Robertsfield Highway when the taxi attempted dodging a
pothole along the route and ran into the truck that was on its way from Buchanan.
• Meanwhile, the truck driver is currently in Police custody after he was rescued from
angry mob who attempted flogging him.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)
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