SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

PRESS CLIPPINGS
Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and
related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office
as at:
Tuesday, 6 November 2007

Press clips are produced Monday through Friday.
Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact
Martin Royston-Wright

Ext 7217

2

Local News
CDF Prosecution and Defence Call for Extension of Appeal / Salone Times

Pages 3-4

Johnny Paul May Head the Army ? / The Spectator
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Special Court Embraces Youths / New Vision

Page 6

Pademba Road Prisons Not For Juveniles / The News

Page 7

Gov’t Ask to Apologise to Sexually Abused / Concord Times
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Omrie Golley and the Death Penalty in Sierra Leone / Independent Observer

Pages 9-10

Govt Releases Omrie Golley / Concord Times
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International News
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL

Pages 12-14
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Salone Times Junior
Tuesday, 6 November 2007

[Note: This is the first issue of Salone Times Junior, which is targeted to young people.]
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The Spectator
Tuesday, 6 November 2007
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New Vision
Tuesday, 6 November 2007
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The News
Tuesday, 6 November 2007
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Concord Times
Tuesday, 6 November 2007
Gov’t Ask to Apologise to Sexually Abused
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Independent Observer
Tuesday, 6 November 2007
Omrie Golley and the Death Penalty in Sierra Leone
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Concord Times (Freetown)
Monday, 5 November 2007
Govt Releases Omrie Golley
By Ibrahim Seibure
Freetown
The government of President Ernest Koroma yesterday unconditionally released former
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) Spokesman, Michael Omrie Golley, Mohamed Alpha Bah and
David Kai Tongi from the Pademba Road prison.
Golley and two others were charged to court in January 2006 for allegedly trying to assassinate
erstwhile Vice President Solomon Berewa.
Before his release, Golley was standing trial at the High Court No. 2 presided over by Gambian
born Justice Mary Sey.
"The Attorney-General's Office has established that there is no evidence to substantiate the
allegation of plotting to commit a treasonable offence levied against Mr. Omrie Golley, who
holds a dual citizenship of Sierra Leone and Great Britain.The Attorney-General has therefore
signed a 'nuille prosequi' order, which in our language means no case to answer for the
unconditional release of Mr. Omrie Golley from detention with immediate effect," a statement
from the Attorney-General's Office disclosed yesterday.
"This action of the Attorney-General's is in consonance with H.E. Ernest Bai Koroma's
declaration on paragraph 5 of his speech on the occasion of the State Opening of Parliament on
the 5th October, 2007 that say, "Additionally, and also consistent with my government's devotion
to promote transparency and fairness in our judicial system, and in accordance with the TRC
recommendations, politically, motivated cases will be reviewed speedily. Never again will the
judiciary system be manipulated to unfairly silence political opponents," it stated.
Robert Kowa, one of the counsels for Omrie Golley told Concord Times that his client was not
pardoned by the President nor was he released for lack of evidence but that the government
deemed it necessary to release him.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 5 November 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia

When the Guns Go Silent [opinion]
Murugi Murekio

Accra, Nov 05, 2007 (Accra Mail/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Armed violence
remains one of the greatest impediments to the economic, political and social development
of Africa. According to the recently released Africa Losing Billions to Conflict Report, between
1990 and 2005, 23 of the 53 African countries were in conflict. These countries, it is
estimated have lost a whopping $284 billion through war, civil war and insurgencies.
Eritrea's 3 years of conflict resulted in a loss of 11% of its GDP, DRC's 10 years of conflict,
29% of its GDP and Burundi's 13 years of conflict, 37% of its GDP.

International Clips on West Africa
AP 11/03/2007 19:44:01

Rights group calls on Egypt to grant access to asylum seekers
CAIRO, Egypt _ Human Rights Watch called on the Egyptian government Saturday to grant
the United Nations access to 48 Africans who were returned from Israel after attempting to
illegally enter the Jewish state. The rights group said Egypt had held 43 Sudanese, three
individuals from the Ivory Coast and one Somali in detention since Israel transferred them
on August 18 without providing any information about them. "We are extremely worried by
Egypt's failure to account for these people," said Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East and North
Africa director at Human Rights Watch. "The entire incident reveals Egypt and Israel's shared
disregard for the plight of Sudanese fleeing Darfur."
AP 11/05/2007 05:48:29

More than 70 nations review efforts to rid industry of blood
diamonds, corruption
BRUSSELS, Belgium_The European Union on Monday lauded recent progress to end the
trade in blood diamonds and called for more efforts to improve monitoring of the illegal
diamond trade. Five years after its inception, the Kimberley Process to control the trade in
diamonds from conflict zones, was becoming more successful, EU External Relations
Commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner said.

Local Media – Newspaper
President Sirleaf Receives America’s Highest Honor Today
(The Analyst, The News, The Informer, Liberian Express and Public Agenda)

•

United States President George Bush will award the Presidential Freedom Honor to
Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf on today, Monday as one of this year's
recipients of America's highest civil honor.
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•

President Bush said she deserves the honor because of the continuous commitment
she has shown towards her country’s freedom.

Police and Peddlers Clash Over Street Selling
(New Democrat and The Inquirer)

•
•
•

Street sellers and some officers of the Liberia National Police (LNP) on Friday clashed
at three market sites across Monrovia, particularly at the Red Light Market in the
Paynesville suburb.
The clash resulted from a long running feud to get sellers off the streets. New
Democrat reports that the sellers threw stones at Police officers at the Red Light
market and the Police responded by arresting them and confiscating their goods.
The Police action follows the expiration of a 72-hour ultimatum for marketers to leave
the streets even though the Government announced that its directive was only meant
for the Waterside and Rally Time Markets and not the Red Light Market.

Liberia Hosts ECOWAS Security Meeting Today
(Public Agenda, The Inquirer and The Analyst)

•
•
•
•

The 20th meeting of Chiefs of Staff of member states of the Economic Community of
West African States (ECOWAS) opens today in Monrovia with discussion focusing on
the formation of a standard military force for the region.
The Deputy Minister of Defense for Operations Dionysius Sebwe said this is Liberia’s
first time hosting such a meeting which is held quarterly and on a rotational basis.
Mr. Sebwe noted that the meeting will afford the various Chiefs of Staff the
opportunity to have a first hand knowledge of the security situation in the country.
Deputy Minister Sebwe further disclosed that, while in the country, the Chiefs of Staff
will visit one of the military barracks to inspect some of the facilities of the Liberian
military.

Three Killed in UN Helicopter Crash in North-eastern Liberia
(The Inquirer, The News and Daily Observer)

•

A UN cargo helicopter crashed Friday morning after taking off to deliver food rations
and other supplies from Ganta, Nimba County to Loguatuo on the Liberian-Ivorian
border. UNMIL Spokesman Ben Malor confirmed the news of the crash which killed
two of the three crew members onboard while the third is reportedly missing and
presumed dead.

Local Media – Star Radio

(News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Deputy House Speaker Allegedly Assaults Police Officer
• Correspondents said that the Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives Togba
Mulbah allegedly assaulted immigration officer Captain Yalakah Kennedy at the Bolola
checkpoint in Margibi County because the officer failed to recognize him.
Immigration Chief Decries Armed Smuggling and Human-Trafficking
• Speaking to reporters during the weekend, the Bureau of Immigration and
Naturalization Commissioner Chris Massaquoi said that the smuggling of small arms
at the borders is serious and requires trained officers to tackle it, alleging that the
unscrupulous practice was largely responsible for the frequent incidents of armed
robbery in the Country.
• Commissioner Massaquoi also alleged that the trafficking of human especially children
under the pretence of adopting them was increasing, but assured the public that the
Bureau was working on a regulation to ensure that people taken out of the Country
are legally adopted.
• He therefore instructed immigration officers at all entry points and the international
airport to properly inspect all documents to curb trafficking of persons.
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Police in Bong Charge Guinean with Human Trafficking
• Sources told correspondents in Bong County that the Police in the area have charged
40-year-old Sannie Kollie, a Guinean national with human trafficking after she
attempted to sell one James Belleh who she had reportedly brought to Liberia under
the pretence of securing a job for him.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.

