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The Trial of Charles Taylor website
Tuesday, 11 December 2007
Final Status Conference Held Today; Trial to Resume on Schedule on January 7, 2008
During today’s status conference, which lasted only ten minutes, the following agenda issues were
discussed:
1. Any updates from the Parties on preparation for the Trial.
2. Any additional issues in respect of the administration of the case.
Prosecutor Brenda Hollis indicated that this week she will provide to the Defense a witness list for
January 2008. During the upcoming holidays (December 17, 2007 - January 4, 2008) the Prosecutor will
provide to the Defense the statements of the first witnesses to be heard when the trial resumes.
At the request of Presiding Judge Sebutinde, Hollis indicated that she will clarify the order in which the
Prosecution witnesses on the witness list will be called and - to arrange for interpretation services - the
language in which each witness will testify.
Hollis also said that during the first week of January she will provide to the Defense copies of the
Prosecution exhibits to be submitted.
The Prosecutor indicated she will request protective measures in respect of witnesses to be heard in
February 2008.
The Defense indicated that they are working very hard to process all the information coming in, and that
they expect to be fully ready on January 7, 2008 to continue the trial.
The Presiding Judge confirmed the trial will resume on January 7, 2008. The revised hearing schedule has
3 sessions a day. The first session of the trial runs from 9 until 10.30 a.m. The second session runs from
11 a.m. until 1 p.m. After the lunch break the Court will resume at 2.30 p.m. and will close for the day at
4.30 p.m. This schedule will be followed from Monday through Thursday. On Friday the same schedule
applies except that there will be no afternoon session.
The Defense and the Prosecution did not raise additional issues. Court was then adjourned until January 7,
2008.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 11 December 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
12/11/2007 10:45:50

Liberia trip sought in diploma fraud case: Testimony of officials
there crucial, defense attorneys argue
Source: Spokesman-Review, The (Spokane, WA) (KRT) Date: December 11, 2007
Dec. 11--Defense attorneys for four remaining defendants in a Spokane-based diploma mill case
want to travel to Liberia to depose seven of that country's high-ranking officials, including a Supreme
Court justice. U.S. taxpayers would pick up the as-yet-undetermined bill if the request is granted by
U.S. District Court Judge Lonny Suko, who's assigned the wire fraud and money laundering case.
12/11/2007 07:15:22

Taylor War Crimes Trial to Resume in January
ARTHUR MAX
Associated Press Writer

Source: AP Online Regional - Europe
Date: December 11, 2007
THE HAGUE, Netherlands_The special court trying former Liberian President Charles Taylor on war
crimes charges cleared the way Tuesday for his trial to resume next month, more than six months
after its chaotic adjournment. In a hearing lasting less than 10 minutes, the prosecution and defense
agreed they would be ready to hear the first evidence on Jan. 7, when the U.N.-backed court will
begin a schedule of 25 1/2 hours of hearings per week. The trial is expected to continue until mid2009.
12/11/2007 18:19:53

Incoming United Nations SRSG Pays Courtesy Call On President
Sirleaf
Source: All Africa Global Media Date: December 11, 2007
Monrovia, Dec 11, 2007 (Liberia Government/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --The incoming
Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-general to Liberia, Madam Ellen Loj, has paid
a courtesy call on President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf in Monrovia. The United Nations Representative
said she was pleased to be in Liberia and looked forward to working with the Liberian government to
consolidate the peace, national reconciliation and development.
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International Clips on West Africa
12/11/2007 21:19:06

Czech police arrest four foreigners for drug trafficking
Source: CZECH NEWS AGENCY Date: December 11, 2007
Prague, Dec 10 (CTK) - The police from the Czech Anti-drug Centre (NPC) arrested three people
from Nigeria, one from Ivory Coast and one Czech citizen over drug trafficking within the operation
codenamed Ebonics last week, Bretislav Brejcha from NPC said today. The group smuggled cocain
and ecstasy to the Czech Republic and delivered it mainly to drug dealers in Prague's centre. Police
revealed 2300 ecstasy tablets, 30 grammes of cocain and over half a kilo of marijuana during home
searches in Prague and Znojmo, south Moravia. Brejcha said most of the money gained through drug
selling was unfortunately transferred to Nigeria and Ivory Coast. The suspects face up to 10 years in
prison if found guilty of illegal drug production and possession. kva/dr

Local Media – Newspaper

Former Transitional Chairman Bryant Apologizes to Court
(The Inquirer, Heritage, National Chronicle, The Forum, The Informer, New Democrat, New Vision, Daily
Observer, The Analyst)

•
•

•

•

Former transitional leader Gyude Bryant appeared in court on Monday with an apology to the
Criminal Court ‘C’ for failing to appear in court to answer corruption charges twice last week.
Mr. Bryant had earlier said he would defend himself after dismissing his lawyers. But he
rescinded his decision at the court two days after he was released from detention at the
Monrovia Central Prison. Accordingly, Mr. Bryant pleaded with the court to allow him time to
find new lawyers to represent him in the trial.
Quoting Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio, National Chronicle and Heritage said the
President expressed regret over the imprisonment of the former Liberian leader but was quick
to say that the President could not have interfered with the court’s decision because she is
committed to the rule of law.
Her regret was in response to criticisms from several quarters including some regional leaders
who reportedly expressed dissatisfaction over the confinement of the former head of state.

Sweden Pledges over US$6M to Government
(Heritage, The Inquirer, The Informer)

•
•

•

The government of Sweden has pledged to provide over US$6m to support Liberia’s post-war
rehabilitation programme.
Speaking on Monday at his regular press briefing in Monrovia, Presidential Press secretary,
Cyrus Badio said US$1m will go immediately to the work of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) which has been yearning for donor support to successfully complete its
work.
The rest of the funding will support the country’s school feeding program which should have
ended this month, the Senior Executive Service and labor intensive community programs. Mr.
Badio said the assistance was a result of discussions President Sirleaf held with Spanish
officials during a recent visit to that country.

UNPOL and LNP Discover Criminal Gangs in several Communities
(National Chronicle)

•

The United Nations Police and the Liberia National Police, According to National Chronicle,
have discovered five criminal gangs operating in several communities -The Township of
Gardnerville, Congo Town, Red Light in Paynesville, Bushrod Island and Logan Town - across
Monrovia. The UN Deputy Police Commissioner Ibrihim Idris said the Police have stepped up
night patrols in these specified communities in order to break up these criminal gangs.

Anti-Corruption Group Launch Today
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(The News, Heritage, The Inquirer)

•

•

The anti-corruption Working Group (LAWG) that evolved as a result of the pressing need to
constitute a common civil society frontage for the fight against corruption is expected to be
launched today in Monrovia. The Centre for Transparency and Accountability in Liberia
(CENTAL), the Centre for Media Studies and Peace building (CEMESP), the Liberia National
Law Enforcement Agency (LINLEA) and the Liberia Media Centre (LMC) are amongst
forerunners of the idea to establish the group. The group also seeks to harness the
cumulative efforts of civil society organizations in the combat against corruption in Liberia.
“Fighting Corruption: A Collective Responsibility” is the theme of today’s launch which is being
held in commemoration of the International Anti-Corruption Day which came as a
consequence of a three-year effort by 129 countries to take global action against corruption.

South African Firm to Invest US$100M to Refurbish Hotel Africa
(The Informer, The News, Daily Observer)

•

•

The Executive Mansion has disclosed plans by a South African Investment delegation, the
Nubian Consortium to refurbish the Hotel Africa facilities. According to Presidential Press
Secretary, Mr. Cyrus Badio said the team met with President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf on Monday
and acquainted her with the progress of its decision.
The Nubian Consortium which is expected to begin the renovation work January 2008 hopes
to invest US$100M to renovate Hotel Africa and other related infrastructures including the
Conference Centre in time to host the International Women Colloquium in 2009.

Firestone Management Wants End to Violence at Plantation
(Heritage, The Inquirer)
•

•

The Management of Firestone Liberia has described the ongoing violence at the plantation in
Harbel, Margibi County as unwarranted and unacceptable. In a statement issued in Monrovia,
the Firestone management said the violence at the plantation runs contrary to everything it is
doing to help rebuild Liberia and provide security for its employees.
“A lawless faction has burned our offices and looted a health centre for which the sole
purpose is to provide desperately needed medical services to its employees and dependants”,
the management said. According to the Firestone management, the violence occurring in
Harbel has nothing to do with it or its policies, noting that the unrest was a result of a rivalry
between two workers groups. The Inquirer reports that the company has called for
government to take immediate action to end the continuous violent stalemate between the
two groups.

Liberia Opens Bids for Offshore Oil
(New Democrat)

•

Liberia has opened bidding for 10 offshore oil blocks in its second licensing round. The paper
quotes the National Oil Company as saying that the offshore blocks will be on offer until the
close of the licensing round early June next year.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 pm)

President Sirleaf Regrets Former Transitional Chairman’s Detention
• Speaking to reporters yesterday, Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio said President Ellen
Johnson-Sirleaf has expressed regrets over the detention of former Transitional Chairman,
Gyude Bryant and said it was not her pleasure to see a former head of state being detained.
• Mr. Badio however said the President’s regret does not intend to undermine the judicial
process as no one is above the law.
• He then denied reports that the President was directly involved in the release of Mr. Bryant
from the Monrovia Central Prison but said she was hopeful that the courts will speed up the
judicial process.
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•

Meanwhile, the former Transitional Head of State has apologized to the court for ignoring its
precept that led to his detention.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)

New Special Representative to Liberia Meets President Sirleaf
• The incoming Special Representative to the United Nations Secretary General to Liberia, Ellen
Margrethe Loj yesterday paid a courtesy call on President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf in Monrovia.
• An Executive Mansion release issued in Monrovia quotes the UN envoy as saying that she
looked forward to working with government to consolidate the peace, national reconciliation
and development and said there was a need for continued partnership between the mission
and Liberia.
• For her part, President Sirleaf spoke of the numerous challenges facing the country and
expressed government’s determination to confront them.
Government Displays Bid Publication
• Government has displayed three local newspapers that it said published bids for the sale of a
stockpile of iron ore at the Port of Buchanan
• This follows media reports that the government “secretly” sold the stockpile of iron ore in
violation of the Public Procurement and Concession Commission Act.
• Addressing journalists on Monday, Information Minister, Dr. Lawrence Bropleh exhibited the
three local dailies (The New Democrat, the News and the Inquirer newspapers) which on April
10, 2006 published the bids for the sale of the iron ore.
• Minister Bropleh said the three newspapers advertised an invitation for proposals to auction
the remaining quantity of iron ore stockpiled in Buchanan at the request of the Lands, Mines
and Energy Ministry.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)
Sweden Gives Over US$6 Million to Liberia
• The government of Sweden is providing over US$6m to support Liberia’s post-war
rehabilitation program.
• The Executive Mansion said the commitment is in response to a recent request by President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf when she visited that country.
• According to Presidential Press Secretary, Cyrus Badio, US$ 1m will go immediately to the
work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission while the rest of the funding will support
the country’s school feeding program, senior executive service and labour intensive
programs.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)
South African Investment Team Allots US$100m for Hotel Africa Repair
• The Executive Mansion has disclosed plans by a South African Investment delegation, Nubian
Consortium to refurbish the Hotel Africa facilities.
• Briefing journalists on Monday, Presidential Press Secretary, Cyrus Badio said the group
hopes to invest more than US$100m to renovate the hotel and other facilities and said the
renovation is expected to begin January 2008 and is to be completed in time to host the
International Women Colloquium in 2009.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)
****

