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Sierra Leone to train Serbian judicial officers
Freetown, Sierra Leone - Nine senior members of the Serbian judiciary would soon embark on a oneweek training at the United Nation-backed special court in Sierra Leone.
During the training, the Serbians will learn from their Sierra Leonean counterparts how to handle serious
crimes that have followed the years of conflict in both countries, sources told PANA here Thursday.
The Serbian delegation will include the President of the War Crimes Chamber and President of the
Belgrade District Court, Sinisa Vazic, Deputy Chief War Crimes Prosecutor, Bogdan Stankovic, Cocoordinator of the War Crimes Chamber's Witness and Victim Support Service Ms. Slavica Peovic,
Outreach Co-coordinator of the War Crimes Prosecutor's office Ms. Jasna Sarcevic-Jankovic and three
journalists.
Though the date of the programme was not disclosed, the delegation would meet with judges and special
court principals from the registry, the office of the prosecutor and the defence office during their stay in
Freetown
They will be briefed by senior staff members on the work of the various sections of the special court and
also meet with senior Sierra Leonean government officials.
The visitors will also participate in an outreach programme in Waterloo, 34 kilometres off city centre, to
observe officials of the special court interacting with members of the local community.
Another outreach will also be held at a secondary school in Freetown.
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The Inquirer (Monrovia)
Friday, 13 December 2007
20 Citizens to Testify Against Taylor
The Lead Prosecutor of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, which is trying former Liberian President
Charles Taylor for crimes he allegedly committed in that country, says the prosecution intends to present a
total of 62 witnesses in the case, 20 of whom will be Liberians that would testify against the former
President to show the linkages between him and the former rebels of the RUF.
Mr. Stephen Ralph told journalists today that presenting Liberian witnesses in the case against Mr. Taylor
is important for the prosecution to show the connection between Mr. Taylor and the crimes he allegedly
committed.
Addressing journalists yesterday in Monrovia, Mr. Ralph said the prosecution needed to have people from
Liberia who can show to what extend that the former leader communicated from here to the RUF.
"We need to have people from here (Liberia) who knew what were happening on this side in terms of
communication with the rebels in Liberia and the kind of assistance he provided to them," Mr.
Ralph said, why he was commenting on why there is a need for the prosecution to produce Liberian
witnesses in the case.
According to him, most of the Liberian witnesses are protective witnesses, some of whom live in Liberia
while others do not.
The Special Court prosecutor added: "all of these witnesses would appear in person and presumably be
subject to various attempt of cross- examination by Mr. Taylor."
Mr. Ralph, who is on a visit to Liberia to hold talks with Liberian justice officials; authority of UN
Mission in Liberia and the Outreach Secretariat of Liberia, a branch of the special court that is responsible
to ensure that Liberians follow and understand the proceedings of the former President, said "We do not
alleged that he ever committed crimes in Sierra Leone. We do not alleged that he was in Sierra Leone and
so, it is necessary to have witnesses who will testify to his contacts with the rebels and that involve the
linkage witnesses some of whom will be former insiders of Mr. Charles Taylor."
On the issue, as to whether there were plans to indict anyone who were members of Mr. Taylor former
army, Mr. Ralph, said "We do not anticipate any further indictment at the Special Court of Sierra Leone."
He said the court has time jurisdictions, which require that the accused can only be prosecuted for crimes
committed after November 30, 1996, stressing that most of the crimes for which Mr. Taylor is being
prosecuted were committed.
He added, "He (Taylor) is the only one from Liberia that we anticipate of prosecuting." Mr. Taylor unseal
an indictment against the former President while he was still Head of States on June 4th, 2003, alleging
that he committed heinous crimes such as war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other serious human
rights violations of international humanitarian law. He was later indicted and subsequently arrested and
place under the jurisdiction of the court to answer to the charges.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
13 December 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary
Treason suspect reechoes claims he was tortured to implicate Others
(The News, The Monitor, Daily Observer, New Democrat, The Independent, The Analyst, New Vision, The
Inquirer, Heritage and National Chronicle)

•

•

Retired army colonel Andrew Dorbor on Wednesday reechoed his claims that state security
officers severely tortured him with the objective of forcing him to implicate key opposition
figures including Counselors Charles Brumskine and Varney Sherman, George Weah, Dr.
Togba Nah Tipoteh, Alhaji Kromah and Edwin Snowe in an alleged plot to topple the
government.
Dorbor said his conscience could not serve him right to lie on those the NSA asked him to
“implicate”. He had earlier informed the court that the coup plot was planned by government
and he was forcibly recruited. Following the revelation, state prosecution nullified Dorbor’s
state-witness status and formally charged him as co-conspirator in the alleged plot.

UNMIL Positions Unit along Liberian-Ivorian Border
(New Democrat)

•

A 200-strong mechanized unit from UNMIL has been ordered along the Liberian-Ivorian
border following the imposition of sanctions on some key loyalists of Ivorian President Laurent
Gbagbo. The move comes in anticipation of a fresh outbreak of unrest by pro-Gbagbo
militiamen once the sanctions are imposed. The UN Security Council on Monday authorized a
200-strong mechanized unit from its mission in Liberia to reinforce ONUCI until late March
2008.

Special Court reassures Liberians of fair trial for Taylor
(The News, The Monitor, Daily Observer, The Parrot, The Inquirer, Heritage, National Chronicle and Liberian
Express)

•

Addressing a news conference Wednesday, the Chief prosecutor of the United Nations-backed
Special Court for Sierra Leone reassured Liberians that the war crimes trial of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor would be free, fair and transparent.
• Mr. Stephen Rapp said the prosecution has 62 witnesses including 20 Liberians to testify
against Mr. Taylor in the trial. He said Mr. Taylor would have an opportunity to cross examine
all of the prosecution witnesses, many of whom would be protected. He said Mr. Taylor would
also have an opportunity to produce his own witnesses before the court in The Hague even if
some of them are on travel ban. The trial is due to resume in January next year.
• Mr. Rapp is in Liberia on a three-day visit to meet with the Special Court’s outreach team, the
Justice Ministry and UNMIL.
Steel Company Increases Investment in Liberia to US$1.5BN
(The Monitor, The Analyst, Daily Observer, New Democrat, Heritage, National Chronicle and Liberian Express)

•

•

The world's largest Steel Company, Arcelor Mittal has announced that it is increasing its
investment in Liberia from US $1-billion to US $1.5-billion dollars. The announcement was
made Wednesday by the Chairman of the Corporation, Mr. Lakshmi Mittal following talks with
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf in Monrovia.
It can be recalled that the Mittal steel giant in the last few months launched a billion dollar
mining venture in Liberia to coincide with the country's 160th Independence anniversary.
Under the agreement, Mittal is expected to create at least 3,000 new full-time and generate
up to 20,000 more temporary jobs.
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Radio Summary
Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

World’s Largest Steel Company Increases Investment in Liberia
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)
Treason Suspect Implicates Key Public Figures in Plot
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)
Special Court for Sierra Leone Readies Witnesses for Taylor’s Trial
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)
Lebanese Merchant’s Lawyers Seek Return of Documents
• Correspondents said that the Monrovia Magisterial Court yesterday heard arguments into a
motion filed by Lawyers representing Lebanese businessman George Haddad who asked the
Court to order the State to return the documents seized from his premises during the recent
State security search.
• Haddad’s Lawyers said that the State went beyond the bound of the search warrant by
searching places and seizing documents unauthorized by the warrant. However, State
prosecutors argued that the motion filed with the Court contravened the rule of law because it
is only the Supreme Court which had ruled on such a matter in many times and that the
Magisterial Court was not a place for such motion.
• Also, the State contended that its Prosecutors did not go beyond its bound in the search
because the places the security searched belong to suspect Haddad.
(Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio)

****
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BBC Online
Friday, 14 December 2007
Del Ponte leaves 'disappointed'
The outgoing chief prosecutor at the International War Crimes
Tribunal in The Hague says she is disappointed that some fugitives are
still at large.
The fact that Ratko Mladic and Radovan Karadzic had not been
arrested was a "stain" on the tribunal's "great achievements", she said.
Ms del Ponte was speaking in The Hague at her final press conference
as head of the tribunal.

Ms del Ponte gained a reputation for the
ruthless pursuit of fugitives

She is due to be replaced next year by Belgian prosecutor Serge Brammertz.
He is heading the investigation into the 2005 killing of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri.
'Justice undermined'
"The fact that Ratko Mladic and Radovan Karadzic are still at large is a stain on our work - a stain on
all these great achievements. And as you know, I am very disappointed by this," she told reporters.
Ms del Ponte also repeated her plea that the tribunal - set up to try war
crimes from the former Yugoslavia - should stay open until its four
final fugitives were caught.

SUSPECTS STILL AT LARGE

It is due to close in 2010.
Ms del Ponte also called for shorter trials and an end to crossexamination of witnesses by the defence, saying they should not be
victimised again.
She also condemned the practice of allowing prisoners on trial to go
home for the Christmas holidays, from which 12 defendants had
benefited this year.

Radovan Karadzic
Ratko Mladic
Stojan Zupljanin
Goran Hadzic

Leaving proud but frustrated
Profile: Carla del Ponte

During her eight years as the world's most powerful criminal lawyer,
Carla Del Ponte has helped to bring many war crimes suspects to court and has become a champion to
victims seeking justice.
She is to become the Swiss ambassador to Argentina in the new year.
Between them, Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic face 16 counts of genocide, crimes against
humanity and violation of the laws of war in Bosnia-Herzegovina between April 1992 and July 1995.
They were charged and indicted by the UN war crimes tribunal at The Hague in 2005, but remain at
large.
Also at large are Stojan Zupljanin and Goran Hadzic.

