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Outreach in Kenema on Friday. See more photos in today’s ‘Special Court Supplement’.
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Reuters
Friday, 30 November 2007
Help S. Leone's child soldiers more, UN judge says
By Peter Murphy
ABIDJAN, Nov 30 (Reuters) - A judge on Sierra Leone's war crimes court has appealed to foreign donors
to fund projects to teach a trade to thousands of former child soldiers to bring them back into society.
The West African state is slowly rebuilding after a civil war from 1991 to 2002 in which thousands of
children were kidnapped, drugged and forced to fight for rival rebel groups. Many killed civilians or
hacked off limbs.
A disarmament and reinsertion programme for ex-fighters ended several years ago, but Renate Winter, an
Austrian judge at Sierra Leone's U.N.-backed Special Court, said more was needed.
"It's wrong for donors to just demobilise (combatants) then stop. You've only done half the job. You have
to give them not only training but also a job," she told Reuters in an interview late on Thursday.
In July, the Special Court sentenced three former militia leaders to long jail terms for war crimes and
crimes against humanity, including the abduction of children for slavery and for service as soldiers.
Winter attended a conference in Ivory Coast's main city of Abidjan this week organised by the U.N.
Office on Drugs and Crime to look at ways of preventing the forced recruitment of children.
She estimated 5,000-10,000 child soldiers had fought in Sierra Leone's civil war.
"They hang around in Freetown day and night to wait for someone to give them a job. This is a population
that can became dangerous. If you do want to keep peace, you have to find a solution for those you have
disarmed," Winter said.
She suggested experimenting with projects that would not only teach job skills but also help young excombatants to find employment or set up in business by themselves:
"If I train someone to become a plumber and I don't give him tools to start a small business, how is he
going to continue?"
She said some ex-combatants were no longer accepted in their own village or community because of their
violent acts.
Winter said Sierra Leone now seemed quite stable and that the population was tired of war. A U.N.
peacekeeping mission ended in 2005.
Other meetings similar to the Abidjan conference have taken place around the world and the conclusions
will contribute to a global action plan to be presented in Vienna in February by the U.N. Global Initiative
in the Fight Against Trafficking. (Editing by Pascal Fletcher and Kevin Liffey)
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United Nations News Centre
Friday, 30 November 2007
International Criminal Court heading towards universality, says chief judge
30 November 2007 – The International Criminal Court (ICC) is now over halfway towards achieving its
goal of universal acceptance, the court’s President, Judge Philippe Kirsch, told the Assembly of States
Parties today, calling for ratifications and accessions by the world’s countries to continue.
Judge Kirsch told the Assembly’s sixth session, held at United Nations Headquarters in New York, that
the Court has made “significant progress” as it nears the tenth anniversary of the adoption of the Rome
Statute in July 1998, which led to the tribunal’s founding.
“The Court is fully operational,” he said. “Investigations and proceedings are ongoing in four situations.
Victims are participating in proceedings and the Trust Fund for Victims is functioning.
“Most importantly, it is increasingly recognized that the Court is having the impact for which it was
created by the States Parties by contributing to the deterrence of crimes and improving chances for
sustainable peace.”
Some 105 countries have become States Parties to the ICC, with Japan and Chad the latest to do so, and
Judge Kirsch called for the number of accessions and ratifications to keep rising.
“Working together, we can ensure that the Court makes lasting and sustainable contributions to justice,
peace and accountability around the world.”
He also stressed that the Court, which is based in The Hague in the Netherlands, regards the establishment
of permanent premises as a priority, and added that the Court has held fruitful dialogue on this issue with
the Dutch Government.
In addition, he called for the world’s countries to demonstrate greater support for the ICC, whether in
practical cooperation measures such as the arrest of suspects or by advocating publicly on behalf of the
Court.
ICC Prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo used his address to detail the work of his office, particularly in the
cases it is investigating concerning the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), the Central African
Republic (CAR), northern Uganda and the Sudanese region of Darfur.
He urged States Parties to play their part to ensure the arrest of the men who have already been indicted
by the Court: Joseph Kony and four other commanders of the rebel Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) in
Uganda, and two figures from the Darfur conflict.
“In Rome, States created a new system of justice where the worst criminals would not be allowed in the
sharing of power any longer [and] where the use of massive violence against civilians would neither be
rewarded nor forgotten,” he said.
“The Rome system was built upon the lessons learned from the last century when the international
community failed, failed to protect entire populations,” he added, cautioning that “the lack of arrest can
affect the credibility and long-term deterrent impact of the Court.”
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UNITED NATIONS

NATIONS UNIES

UNITED NATIONS INTEGRATED OFFICE IN SIERRA LEONE

(UNIOSIL)
Ref.No.UNIOSIL/PIO/108/2007

PRESS RELEASE
UNITED NATIONS AND BAR ASSOCIATION HOLD CONSULTATIVE FORUM ON SIERRA
LEONE’S JUSTICE SYSTEM
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 30 November 2007 --- The United Nations Integrated Office in Sierra Leone
(UNIOSIL) and the Sierra Leone Bar Association are organizing a one-day Consultative Forum to discuss
inherent constraints in the country’s legal and justice system. The consultations will be held on 4
December 2007 at the British Council Hall in Freetown, with a view to improving the situation.
Under the theme “The problems facing the Legal and Justice System in Sierra Leone – The Way
Forward” the event will bring together major players in the justice sector – Chief Justice, Speaker of
Parliament, Inspector General of Police, Prosecutors, Director of Prisons, Lawyers, Judges, Magistrates,
Civil Society, and United Nations Agencies.
It has been realized that interventions in the justice sector lack a holistic approach in addressing the
challenges and constraints plaguing each institution – such as delayed justice, capacity constraints of
judges, magistrates, court officials, prosecutors, police and prison officers.
The Forum would provide an opportunity for diagnosing these and related obstacles and make
recommendations for improvement to further develop an effective and accountable justice system in
Sierra Leone.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 30 November 2007
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on Liberia
There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today.

International Clips on West Africa

INTERVIEW-Help Sierra Leone's child soldiers more, UN judge says
By Peter Murphy

ABIDJAN, Nov 30 (Reuters) - A judge on Sierra Leone's war crimes court has appealed to foreign
donors to fund projects to teach a trade to thousands of former child soldiers to bring them back into
society. The West African state is slowly rebuilding after a civil war from 1991 to 2002 in which
thousands of children were kidnapped, drugged and forced to fight for rival rebel groups. Many killed
civilians or hacked off limbs. A disarmament and reinsertion programme for ex-fighters ended
several years ago, but Renate Winter, an Austrian judge at Sierra Leone's U.N.-backed Special
Court, said more was needed.

Sierra Leoneans Hail Jammeh
By Kemo Cham

Nov 30, 2007 (The Daily Observer/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- In what could be described
as a gesture of appreciation, the Sierra Leonean community in The Gambia, under the interim
chairmanship of Mr John Alfred Ceesay, have expressed their unflinching readiness to reciprocate the
goodwill gesture of the Gambian leader in the development effort of the country. They were speaking
to the Daily Observer, days after President Jammeh's pronouncement in Freetown that he would
exempt all Sierra Leonean nationals living in the country from paying alien tax come January, 2008.
Local Media – Newspaper

Six Killed in Fatal Accident on Tubman Boulevard
(The Analyst and Daily Observer)

•

•

At least six persons are known to have died yesterday and several others sustained major
injuries in a motor accident in Congo Town near the Zone Three Police Depot. According to
eyewitnesses, the accident involved an UNMIL security vehicle marked UNMIL 255 which
collided with a taxi cab and was followed by a chain of collision into two other cars.
At the same time, two jeeps one returning from the burial of J. Benjamin Garkpah, Sr.,
former President of the Monrovia Consolidated School System Teachers’ Association and
another jeep marked PC-2353 collided head on at the SKD Boulevard junction yesterday . an
eyewitness said.

Sweden Cancels Liberia’s Bi-lateral Debt
(Daily Observer, The Informer, Heritage, Public Agenda and The Analyst)

•
•

The Swedish Prime Minister, Frederik Reinfeldt has announced his government's decision to
cancel Liberia's bilateral debt with his government which stands at about US$12 million.
Prime Minister Reinfeldt said the cancellation of the debt by Sweden shows that country's
desire for Liberia’s development over the next few years stressing his country’s commitment
to the process.

10
•

For her part, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf expressed delight that the economic programs
which she emphasized in her government's development agenda have been recognized by
Sweden and promised to consolidate the progress made by her government.

Three Finance Ministry Employees Dismissed for Check Racket
(Heritage, The News, New Democrat and The Informer)

•

•

A Ministry of Finance release issued in Monrovia says the Acting Director for Tax Enforcement,
Wellington Bedell ; Administrative Assistant in the Office of the Assistant Minister for
Revenue, Ms. Stanelus Wesseh and Senior Inspector in the Small Tax Unit, Putu Sayeh have
been dismissed for practicing dishonesty in the discharge of their duties.
The Ministry’s action follows a week-long investigative report by the security monitoring
division which found the three former employees culpable of attempting to illegally encashed
two Manager’s Checks issued to the Government of Liberia as Withholding Taxes for
employees of an international non-governmental organization operating in the country.

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Six Died in Tubman Boulevard Accident Yesterday
Education Minister Accused of Selling Computers met for Liberian Schools
• According to correspondents, the Minister of Education, Dr. Joseph Korto denied claims by
one Dr. J. Mamadee Woah-tee that he traded 400 computers intended for the Liberian
educational system at the cost of US$250 each and converted the funds to his personal use.
Dr. Waoh-tee had disclosed that the computers in question were donated to the Liberian
schools by the Montgomery Public School System in Maryland, United States of America.
• Addressing a news conference, Dr. Korto called on his accuser to proof that he diverted to his
personal use the computers in question. Instead, he said that the equipment were distributed
to various schools, government ministries and agencies, the United Nation Mission in Liberia
and others.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL
Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access
the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr.
Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org.
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