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Special Court for Sierra Leone
Press and Public Affairs Office

PRESS RELEASE
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 4 February 2008
Prison Officers Recognised by Special Court
Ten members of the Sierra Leone Prison Service were awarded certificates on Monday after completing
training in Control and Restraint Techniques. The ten graduates were chosen from 55 Prison Officers
seconded to the Special Court.
The four-month course was aimed at teaching Prison
Officers how to use a minimum amount of force in dealing
with uncooperative or violent detainees. Raymond
Cardinal, the Special Court’s Chief of Detention, noted
that most times, the presence of a uniformed officer is
sufficient to deal with most situations. At other times, he
said, a Prison officer may be called upon to use “a
minimal amount of force” to prevent injury to both the
staff member and the detainee.

Prison Officers demonstrate control technique on a
Special Court staff member at Monday’s graduation
ceremony.

“The action is done in a professional manner using both
verbal and physical contact,” Mr. Cardinal said. “The
force used is just enough to meet the threat and control the
incident. At all times the use of minimum force must be
justified and within the rules of detention and the rule of
law.”

Special Court Registrar Herman von Hebel, who officiated at Monday’s ceremony, noted that the skills
learned in the training would increase the professionalism of Sierra Leone’s national authorities when the
graduates return to the Sierra Leone Prison Service.
“Part of the Special Court’s legacy to Sierra Leone will be the strengthening of Sierra Leone’s justice
institutions,” Mr. von Hebel said. “This Special Court training is a significant step in that process.
#END
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BBC World Service Trust
Monday, 4 February 2008
By Joseph Cheeseman at The Hague
CHEESEMAN: After a week of closed session listening to the testimony of a protected witness, the Special
Court for Sierra Leone on Monday started in open session with an insider witness, a former radio operator of
the RUF, testifying against Charles Taylor. Perry Kamara said he was a civilian captured by RUF and NPFL
forces in the Sierra Leonean town of Zimmi in 1991.
Perry, speaking Krio through the Court’s interpreter, (who) said he was trained as a radio operator by Foday
Sankoh and a Liberian named Nyan. Perry, told the Court he was also trained in combat techniques which
include firing, attacking enemies, guerrilla training among others. He identified some Liberians who served as
trainers of his unit.
KAMARA: Oh, the Liberians were many. Isaac Mongo was one of the main people from Liberia; Dennis
Mingo alias Superman. After Mr. Isaac, Dennis Mingo, we had C.O. George who too was a Liberian; Martin
[Baboh] who too was a Liberian. Some of them introduced themselves as NPFL, and the others said they were
Vanguards. But before they became Vanguards, they were NPFL.
CHEESEMAN: Smartly dressed in dark suit, white shirt and grey tie, Perry told the court that he met Charles
Taylor in Kakata in 1992. The RUF former radio operator testified that he was in Kakata when Isaac Musa
brought a message from Mr. Taylor for the RUF fighters to undertake what he called “a big mission” in Sierra
Leone. The Sierra Leonean insider witness said RUF members were later transferred to Senje in Grand Cape
County where the then-NPFL Leader Charles Taylor supplied them arms.
PERRY: This time around Mr. Taylor came along with ammunition. By then we were all together. General
[Devong] was there, General Pepper was there, together with some other authorities.
COUNSEL: Was anything said at the meeting?
KAMARA: Taylor stood before us and said this ammunition he had come with was to fight very strongly and
to push [indistinct] out of Liberia. So that the other ammunition that he brought was for we the RUF. There
were some arms that was written on it RUF. He brought them, they distributed them to the RUF.
CHEESEMAN: The Prosecution fourth insider witness, Perry Kamara, also identified communication codes
used by Charles Taylor and Foday Sankoh.
KAMARA: Yes, they had code names. Even when they spoke directly, when they were speaking directly to
each other they referred to themselves, Mr. Taylor called Sankoh “Toyota” and Mr. Sankoh, who was Toyota,
referred to Mr. Taylor as “Ebony” at that point in time. Other times they used to refer to themselves as subjects
when they never wanted to use the same code at all times. But sometimes when we went on the Liberia net, we
called Mr. Taylor’s radio station “Butterfly”. And then, when they went to our radio net, they would call
“Three-Five” so we will know automatically that they were calling from Liberia.
CHEESEMAN: On direct examination, the Prosecution witness is testifying to Mr. Taylor’s alleged
relationship with RUF leader, Foday Sankoh, trip by RUF Commanders to Burkina Faso to secure weapons,
and the accused’s alleged involvement as well as diamond mining in Sierra Leone. The RUF former Radio
Operator’s direct examination with the prosecution continues on Tuesday.
This is Joseph Cheeseman reporting for the BBC World Service Trust and Search for Common Ground, from
The Hague.
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Freelance UK
Tuesday, 5 February 2008

Ex-BBC reporter teaches war crimes coverage
A former BBC reporter has returned to the UK after teaching African journalists how to sensitively cover
the war crimes trial of Charles Taylor, Liberia’s former president.
Jon Silverman mentored journalists from Sierra Leon and Liberia who are now sending reports on the
dictator’s trial at the Hague to radio stations in West Africa.
The former BBC Home and Legal Affairs correspondent said he focussed on how to feed reports over the
internet, as part of the training project for the BBC World Service Trust.
He said: “The Trust wants to ensure that journalists based in the countries where war crimes have been
committed are able to report on trials, so justice is seen to be done.”
His tutoring also stressed the importance of court reporters having a good note of the proceedings and
developing contacts with both the prosecution and defence teams.
The trial of Mr Taylor, who ruled Liberia from 1997 to 2003, has brought to light the mutilation and
abduction of women and girls. Unknown numbers were also forced to become sex slaves.
In the trial, Mr Taylor is accused of forming a "joint criminal enterprise" by giving Sierra Leonean rebel
groups weapons and training in return for access to the country's diamond fields.
The controversial trial coincides with the International Criminal Court investigation into atrocities in the
Central African Republic (CAR), which occurred in 2002 and 2003.
As a result, Mr Silverman also spent a week preparing journalists for what they would need to cover,
including reports of civilians being killed and raped amid armed conflict.
“It was a very interesting experience,” he said. “CAR is one of the least-developed countries and rarely
visited, even by reporters. It has endured sporadic instability for decades and people here are among the
poorest in the world.
“The concept of press freedom is very different in CAR, which makes you more aware of the freedoms
we tend to take for granted in the western media.”
In 1996, Mr Silverman won a Gold Sony Broadcasting Award for research that led to the arrest of the first
person in the UK for Nazi war crimes.
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International Justice Tribune
Monday, 4 February 2008
Taylor betrayed by his own
Thierry Cruvellier, The Hague
The prosecutor continues to present testimony from the "insiders"—former Liberians or Sierra Leoneans
who claim to have worked for the former president of Liberia. After three weeks of public arguments, the
trial of Charles Taylor was moved behind closed doors on January 24. But before that happened, the
public had been able to hear a witness who linked Taylor to the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in
Sierra Leone—Abu Keita, a former leader of the Liberian armed group Ulimo-K like a previous witness,
Varmuyan Sherif [IJT-81].
Keita doesn't know how to read, but he was deputy chief of staff of this rebellion mounted in 1990 against
Taylor, who would share the power with him starting in 1994. Following a thwarted conspiracy against
Taylor in September 1998, Keita was put in prison in Monrovia. It was his friend Sherif, who...
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Zimbabwe Standard (Harare)
Sunday, 3 February 2008
Editorial
The Charles Taylor Syndrome
By Bill Saidi
IN its modern political history -- after Hannibal The Great, Cypio Africanus, Sundiata of Mali, Tshaka
Zulu and the Munhumutapa empire -- Africa has thrown up a rogues' gallery of rulers.
From 1957, leaders emerged who seemed obsessed with either subduing their people with brute force, or
consigning them into early graves, if they resisted.
Idi Amin and Mobutu Sese Seko, responsible for many atrocities, must have had the victims' relatives'
hearts broken at not being able to witness the Final Judgment of the dictators..
Both men died in miserable, inglorious exile. In each case, it was observed, cynically, they died in relative
peace and dignity, which they had denied their victims.
Dwelling on these atrocities has been criticised by some African intellectuals. Their quaint reasoning: it's
a display of self-hate, joining the West in an attack on the race.
There was a display of this in the final hours of Charles Taylor's freedom before he was hauled off to
answer for his sins during the Sierra Leone bloodshed, led by Foday Sankoh, Taylor's comrade-indiamonds.
Olusegun Obasanjo was finally persuaded to let the man face the music of his deadly masterpiece of
atrocities.
The Nigerian made noises of this being an "African" thing, to be dealt with by Africans.
Wiser counsel prevailed and the Liberian delinquent was put on trial.
The impunity with which he aided Sankoh was typical of men of his ilk, who have given Africa the
reputation of a bloodthirsty leadership.
Africans are not peculiar in this regard. Every continent has been contaminated by similar savages.
It's a ghoulish absurdity for us to accept as a consolation that we are no different from other races. That
excuse can be an impediment to advancement.
Recently, a human rights organisation warned, gently, the two combatants in the Kenyan imbroglio: they
might do well to consider how they might have to answer to a court of human rights.
How did they allow their citizens to butcher each other after the 27 December election which, it now
seems clear, Mwai Kibaki stole from Raila Odinga?
Kofi Annan's talents as a diplomat were applied diligently immediately he set foot in Nairobi last month.
The two men shook hands and spoke to each other - apparently for the first time in months.
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Soon, it seemed they would pronounce a cessation of hostilities.
At the time of writing, it was unclear whether Annan had succeeded where another Ghanaian, John
Kufuor had failed. Annan predicted it would be weeks before the senseless blood-letting ceased.
Meanwhile, in Addis Ababa, the African Union heads of state met in their summit.
One factor of the Kenyan conflict was crystallized by a non-Kikuyu man interviewed on an international
radio station: "We are not going to be dominated by the Kikuyu again."
The Luo were joined by the smaller Kalenjin in what they see as a campaign against Kikuyu domination.
Daniel arap Moi, Mzee Jomo Kenyatta's anointed successor, is a Kalenjin and ran the country for decades,
as a virtual one-party state dictatorship.
The Kikuyu dominated that government, which, according to all the evidence, spawned another Kikuyu
political hegemony. The corruption among the powerful snowballed until Kibaki was forced to probe it
officially.
What was exposed was so damning it threatened to tear the government apart. There appeared to be so
much anger against the man who led the probe, there were reports his life was in danger.
So, he fled the country.
How Kibaki and Odinga will eventually come to terms with what they have done to their once-beautiful
country might depend on how much both are willing to give up. It's the old question of two bulls in a
herd: one of them has to give up.
What must concern many Africans who believe we have outgrown the antiquated method of settling
arguments with spears, machetes and knobkerries is the lightning speed with which blood was spilled in
the aftermath of the election.
Certainly, it must be time for all Africans to demand an unequivocal accounting from their leaders.
Charles Taylor could have got away, literally, with murder, if his fate had been left to people like
Obasanjo.
On Taylor's fate might hinge the future of the quality of African governance. No leader, freedom fighter
or not, should be allowed to trample on the people's rights with Charles Taylor's and Fode Sankoh's
impunity.
There has been breath-taking impunity in Zimbabwe too, for which the people know someone has to
answer, however long it takes.
The soft-hearted among us tend to hesitate, believing there is virtue in forgiveness. But there is danger is
setting precedents. People who commit crimes against humanity must be ready to do the time - and pay
the ultimate price for their impunity.

16

International Justice Tribune
Monday, 4 January 2008
Liberian perspective on the Taylor trial
The editorial in the Liberian Diaspora newspaper on January 18 was scathing about the ongoing hearings
of the Liberia Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC). It argued that the Commission wants to
validate and reinforce the trial of former president Charles Taylor before the Special Court for Sierra
Leone at The Hague.
The paper is published by Taylor's former Minister of Information, Reginald B. Goodridge. According to
him, TRC Chairman Jerome Verdier is supposedly Sierra Leonean and was simply ensuring that his
previous "campaign against Taylor" comes to fruition. The coincidental timing of the public hearings b...
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International Justice Tribune
Monday, 4 January 2008
Liberian Commission getting close to big guns
The Liberian Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) is poised to evoke its subpoena power for the
first time to force to appear former warlord Prince Johnson, now senator of Liberia's northern Nimba
County, says the Commission's Director of Information Richmond Anderson. Johnson was the leader of
the Independent National Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL), a breakaway faction of the now defunct
National Patriotic Front led at the time by Charles Taylor.
Anderson said Johnson has been repeatedly invited to testify regarding his activities during the war, in
particular the assassination of former Liberian President Samuel Doe in September 1990. In camera,
witnesses accused Johnson of spearheading Doe's capture, torture and murder. Johnson is also acc...
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Press Release, 4 February 08

UNMIL/PIO/PR/7

Deputy UN Envoy re-assures Liberians of carefully-planned UNMIL drawdown process
Gbarnga, Liberia - The Deputy United Nations Envoy to
Liberia responsible for Recovery and Governance, Mr.
Jordan Ryan has re-assured Liberians that the drawdown
or scaling down of the UN’s peacekeeping operations is
being done in a measured manner to ensure that the
country continues to develop in a secure environment.
“The drawdown process is being done in a cautious,
careful and well-calibrated manner, so that no security
vacuum is created,” said the Deputy Special
Representative of the Secretary-General as he decorated a
batch of officers of the Nigerian Formed Police Unit with
UN peacekeeping medal in Liberia’s central city of
Gbarnga. Mr. Ryan stressed that the United Nations
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) and the United Nations were
not leaving Liberia. “We still have very important security,
peacebuilding, and development work to do.”

DSRSG Ryan decorating a Nigerian Police officer

DSRSG Ryan stressed the need to empower Liberians to effectively sustain peace and development in their country.
“Development is all about people – empowering people to improve their own lives,” he noted, adding, “all of us
working in the UN here in Liberia have an important role to play in this effort.”
The Deputy United Nations Envoy commended the innovative approach that the Nigerian police officers have been
using to build the capacity of their Liberian counterparts. “You have adopted the co-location strategy, which
enables you to directly support the Liberian police in capacity and institutional development.” He said the presence
of the Nigerian Formed Police Unit in the counties was very important for the full restoration of the rule of law
across Liberia.
Mr. Ryan used the occasion to remind all UNMIL
peacekeepers to perform their duties with the utmost
respect for the people and the communities they serve.
“All of our contribution and sacrifice will become easily
tarnished and diminished by any act of indiscipline and
bad behaviour,” he emphasized.
For his part, the Commander of the Nigeria Formed Police
Unit, Senior Superintendent Garba Aminu Maiwada
pledged the continued determination of his officers to
work hard to ensure that the United Nations achieves its
objective of bringing lasting peace and stability to Liberia.
First row, second from left: Commander Maiwada, Brig.-Gen.
Hossain, Mr. Onovo, Mr. Ryan, Mr. Ntekim, Mr.Stiernblad
and Mr.Ibrahim with Nigerian Police officers

Among the dignitaries present at the medal-awarding
ceremony were the visiting Nigerian Deputy InspectorGeneral of Police for Administration, Ogbonna Onovo,
Chargé d’Affaires of the Nigerian Embassy in Liberia, Mr. Essien Ntekim, UN Police Deputy Commissioner and
Chief of Staff, Henrik Stiernblad and Qader Habahbeh respectively, Sector III Commander, Brigadier-General
Monawar Hossain, and Bong County officials.
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Special Court Supplement
Graduation Ceremony for Prison Officers in Control and Restraint Techniques.
Temporary Courthouse, 4 February 2008
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