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BBC World Service Trust
Wednesday, 13 February 2008
By Abdul Rashid at The Hague
COURT MANAGER: The Special Court for Sierra Leone is sitting in an open session in the case of The
Prosecutor vs. Charles Ghankay Taylor, Justice Teresa Doherty presiding.
RASHID: The manager of the Special Court for Sierra Leone declaring open the February 13 session of
the trial of the former Liberian President, Charles Taylor. The session started with the Defence team
continuing its cross-examination of the Prosecution eleventh witness, Suwandi Camara. Suwandi started
off by telling the Special Court that in 1994 small airplanes flew arms and ammunition from Gbanga to
Sierra Leone. Suwandi said he personally escorted a vehicle with arms and ammunition to one of the
airplanes that travelled to Sierra Leone. But the Defence team challenged the truthfulness of the witness’s
testimony by reading a previous interview the witness had with investigators of the Prosecution. The
investigator’s statement, recorded from the witness, stated that he believed the planes travelled to Sierra
Leone at the time.
CAMARA: I remember having escorted once arms and ammunition
COUNSEL: Are you saying to the Court that you told the investigators that on one occasion you
personally escorted these arms to the aircraft waiting at the airstrip in Gbanga?
CAMARA: Yes, I told them.
COUNSEL: It’s not written there, Mr. Camara, so if you told them then that’s another failing on their part,
isn’t it?
CAMARA: I don’t know.
COUNSEL: That’s your best answer, is it?
CAMARA: Yes, that’s my answer.
RASHID: The Defence team also termed as “nonsense” Suwandi’s testimony that he overheard secret
communication transmitted from the radio room near Taylor’s bedroom and kitchen, then in Gbanga, to
the RUF in Sierra Leone. Defence lawyer Terry Munyard it’s not possible for Suwandi, who was there
preparing tea for Taylor in the kitchen, to have monitored communication in the radio room.
CAMARA: So I was just in front of the communication room when I was making tea. I was just sitting in
front of the communication room, against the communication room.
COUNSEL: Listening to top secret radio communications being broadcast out of the room for the benefit
of anybody who happened to be passing by – is that what you’re telling us?
CAMARA: I don’t know why you think that is so extraordinary.
COUNSEL: Mr. Camara, you told us the other day that you were able to listen to secret communications,
so I’m simply suggesting to you that that is nonsense that someone in your position, especially when they
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were carrying out the role of making a cup of tea, would not possibly be allowed to listen to such
communications. That’s the simple point. Am I right or am I wrong?
CAMARA: You’re wrong.
RASHID: Suwandi, on direct examination, told the Court that in 1991 he travelled with Charles Taylor in
a plane loaded with arms and ammunition from Burkina Faso to land in Cote d’Ivoire. But the Defence
cross-examined the witness said Suwandi did not travel with Taylor on any airplane.
COUNSEL: I’m putting to you for the last time, Charles Taylor’s case is that you are lying, and whether
or not you flew down in a plane with a load of arms from Burkina Faso I can’t say, but Charles Taylor
was certainly not on any plane with you. That’s the truth, isn’t it?
CAMARA: Charles Taylor can say that today. In this position now he can say that. I’ve told you what I
know.
COUNSEL: How come you forgot to mention this dramatic incident in the first, second, third and fourth
occasion when you were interviewed?
CAMARA: It is in my interview in my statement that I left Burkina Faso with Charles Taylor to go to
Liberia.
RASHID: The Defence has completed its cross-examination of the eleventh Prosecution witness, Suwandi
Camara. Charles Taylor is not on trial for what he did in Liberia during his days as rebel leader and as
president. He is on trial for allegedly aiding and abetting the atrocities committed in Sierra Leone by the
RUF from 30th November 1996 to 18th January 2002. He is facing eleven counts of war crimes and
crimes against humanity.
Abdul Rashid for Search for Common Ground and BBC World Service Trust at The Hague.
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BBC World Service Trust
Wednesday, 13 February 2008
By Joseph Cheeseman at The Hague
COURT MANAGER: The Special Court for Sierra Leone is sitting in an open session in the case of The
Prosecutor vs. Charles Ghankay Taylor, Justice Teresa Doherty presiding.
CHEESEMAN: The manager of the Special Court for Sierra Leone declaring open the February 13th
session of the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor. The February 13th session started with
the Defence team continuing its cross-examination of the Prosecution eleventh witness, Suwandi Camara.
Suwandi started off by telling the Special Court that in 1994 small planes flew arms and ammunition from
Gbanga in Bong County to Sierra Leone. Suwandi said he personally escorted a vehicle with arms and
ammunition to one of the airplanes that travelled to Sierra Leone. But the Defence team challenged the
truthfulness of the witness’s testimony by reading a previous interview the witness had with investigators
of the Prosecution. The investigator’s statement, recorded from the witness, stated that he believed the
planes travelled to Sierra Leone.
CAMARA: I remember having escorted once arms and ammunitions.
COUNSEL: Are you saying to the Court that you told the investigators that on one occasion you
personally escorted these arms to the aircraft waiting at the airstrip in Gbanga?
CAMARA: Yes, I told them.
COUNSEL: It’s not written there, Mr. Camara, so if you told them then that’s another failing on their part,
isn’t it?
CAMARA: I don’t know.
COUNSEL: That’s your best answer, is it?
CAMARA: Yes, that’s my answer.
CHEESEMAN: The Defence team also termed as “nonsense” Suwandi’s testimony that he overheard
secret communications transmitted from the radio room near Taylor’s bedroom and kitchen Gbanga, Bong
County to the RUF in Sierra Leone. Defence lawyer Terry Munyard it’s not possible for Suwandi, who
was there preparing tea for Taylor in the kitchen, to have monitored communication in the radio room.
CAMARA: So I was just in front of the communication room when I was making tea. I was just sitting in
front of the communication room, against the communication room.
COUNSEL: Listening to top secret radio communications being broadcast out of the room for the benefit
of anybody who happened to be passing by – is that what you’re telling us?
CAMARA: I don’t know why you think that is so extraordinary.
COUNSEL: Mr. Camara, you told us the other day that you were able to listen to secret communications,
so I’m simply suggesting to you that that is nonsense that someone in your position, especially when they

6

were carrying out the role of making a cup of tea, would not possibly be allowed to listen to such
communications. That’s the simple point. Am I right or am I wrong?
CAMARA: You’re wrong.
CHEESEMAN: Suwandi, on direct examination, told the Court that in 1991 he travelled with Charles
Taylor in a plane loaded with arms and ammunition from Burkina Faso to [indistinct] in Cote d’Ivoire.
But the Defence cross-examined the witness said Suwandi did not travel with Taylor on any plane.
COUNSEL: I’m putting to you for the last time, Charles Taylor’s case is that you are lying, and whether
or not you flew down in a plane with a load of arms from Burkina Faso I can’t say, but Charles Taylor
was certainly not on any plane with you. That’s the truth, isn’t it?
CAMARA: Charles Taylor can say that today. In this position now he can say that. I’ve told you what I
know.
COUNSEL: How come you forgot to mention this dramatic incident in the first, second, third and fourth
occasion when you were interviewed?
CAMARA: It is in my interview in my statement that I left Burkina Faso with Charles Taylor to go to
Liberia.
CHEESEMAN: Charles Taylor is not on trial for what he did in Liberia during his days as rebel leader
and as president. He is on trial for allegedly aiding and abetting the atrocities allegedly committed in
Sierra Leone by the RUF from 30th November 1996 to 18th January 2002. He is facing eleven count
charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity. Meanwhile, both Defence and Prosecution have
ended their cross and re-direct examinations of the eleventh witness, Suwandi Camara. The twelfth
witness is expected to take the stand on Thursday.
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New Democrat (Liberia)
Wednesday, 13 February 2008
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New Democrat (Liberia)
Wednesday, 13 February 2008
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The Monitor (Liberia)
Thursday, 14 February 2008
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
13 February 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Final Autopsy Says Teenager Was Sexually Abused and Murdered
…Government Orders Guardians Arrested
(The News, The Informer, Heritage, Public Agenda, Daily Observer, The New Liberia, National Chronicle, The
Analyst, New Democrat)

•

•

•

•

•

The Government of Liberia through the Ministry of Justice yesterday released the much
awaited autopsy report concerning the death of little Angel Meideh Togba, who was reportedly
found dead sometime ago at the residence of her guardians. Justice Minister Cllr. Philip
Banks, who read the findings of the autopsy report at a news conference Tuesday, said they
have unearthed that the deceased was strangled to death.
Minister Banks said the report also uncovered that the attempted hanging of little Angel was
made subsequent to her strangulation. According to Justice Minister Banks, the case is not a
simple one as some may believe but that the government was not just merely seeking to
receive an autopsy report and act upon it, because doing such would not been an exhaustive
and comprehensive investigation.
He said in spite of the fact that many persons have advocated on having the report released,
the government was determined to make sure that the findings were put out to form part of a
comprehensive investigation; rather than dealing with the matter in what he called, “piece
meal.”
Minister Banks said the government wanted to release the report and at the same time have
its team submit the findings and the conclusion it has reached in respect to the murder of the
deceased. “This conclusion shows the impossibility of Ms. Togba hanging herself,” Minister
Banks added.
He said the deceased guardians were under arrest and will face investigation. Last
November, the remains of little Angie was discovered in the house of her guardians who
alleged that the deceased hung herself in their bathroom. When autopsy was first conducted
into the incident, the Ministry of Justice through the office of Solicitor General, Cllr. Tiawon
Gongloe said there was no foul play into the girl’s death but the report was vehemently
condemned by several child rights advocate and human rights groups, thus prompting a
second autopsy report into the matter. The government brought in foreign pathologist and
investigators, which detected foul play in the girl’s death.

EU Approves US$7 Million for Rural Electrification
(The Inquirer)

•
•
•

The European Commission approved a €4.8million contribution (approximately USD 7 million)
to a program linking three counties to the West African Power Pool (WAPP).
As a result of the 30 month cross-border programme, 131,000 people mainly in rural
communities of Maryland, Nimba and Grand Gedeh will be connected to the electricity grid
and supplied with power, a European Commission release has disclosed.
EC said the destruction and vandalization of power infrastructure during the war, no public
supply of electricity has been available to Liberia.

Radio Summary
Local Media – Star Radio (News culled today from website 10:00am)
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Four Lawmakers to Face Probe today for alleged Bribe Taking
•

Investigation into the long-standing bribery allegation involving some members of the House
of Representatives resumed today with four lawmakers - Representatives Samuel Bondo,
Saar Gbollie, Kettehkumuehn Murray and Rufus Gbeor - supposedly linked to the scandal due
to appear before the House Judiciary Committee to answer to questions.
• The House of Representatives’ Judiciary Committee last week began the investigation into
bribery allegations against the lawmakers, with the principal accuser, Representative Edwin
Snowe, submitting as evidence a document and two compact discs which he claimed have the
voices of the four lawmakers admitting to taking bribes to remove him as speaker.
(Also reported on ELBC, Sky FM, Truth FM, Radio Veritas)
Cause of Death Established for Teenager
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
(Also

The Liberian Government on Tuesday announced that thirteen year old Angel Togba was
strangled to death. Justice Minister Philip Banks said investigation further shows that prior to
the murder of little Angel Togba, she was sexually abused.
On the issue of the girl’s missing parts, Minister Banks said the funeral home had earlier
denied knowledge but later indicated it relocated the parts.
The Attorney General told a news conference that the Justice Ministry is investigating how the
funeral home found little Angle’s missing parts and where.
Cllr. Banks said government would indict Mr. and Mrs. Hans Williams and others who are
involved directly and in-directly.
Meanwhile, the parents of little Angel Togba have called on Solicitor General, Tiawan Gongloe
to recuse himself from the case involving the Hans Williams’ family.
The parents said they no longer have confidence in Counselor Gongloe to represent the state
in the case.
Mr. Williams reported in November last year that little Angel committed suicide by hanging
herself in the bathroom. A first autopsy report released by Solicitor General Gongloe said
there was no foul play, something which prompted serious public outcry. The public argued
African minors are not suicidal.
The protest compelled government to hire the services of a Cuban Pathology and two
Ghanaian detectives to administer a new investigation.
reported on Radio Veritas, Truth FM , ELBC, Sky FM)
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