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Local News
Gen. Opande Describes Issa Sesay as “Moderate and Trustworthy” / Awoko
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$6m Charles Taylor Assets Frozen in 10 Countries / Independent Observer
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$6m of Taylor’s Assets Frozen / Exclusive
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CDF Appeal Oral Arguments March 12-14 / Independent Observer
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TRC Recommendations are Yet to be Implemented... / Awoko
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Administrative Blunder at Law Court / Standard Times
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International News
Chucky Taylor to Testify Against Father / The Monitor
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“How Much of His Over $1b is Left / New Democrat
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Disgraced! Subjected to “Considerable Pain” / New Democrat
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As Lawyers Close on Taylor’s Wealth... / Liberian Express

Pages 14-15

Taylor’s “Crime Story” / The Analyst
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In Thailand, Charles Taylor’s Guns Supplier Arrested / The Star
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Taylor’s Close Associate Set Free / Heritage
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Dutch Court Acquits Gus of Arms Sales in Liberia / The News
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“Arrest and Prosecute Us” / The Star
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Women Seek Liberian War Crimes Court / Legalbrief
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UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries / UNMIL
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Dutch Appeals Court Acquits Businessman of Arms Dealing in Liberia / AP
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Dutch Timber Trader Acquitted Over Arms to Liberia / AFP
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Dutch Arms Trade Sentence Quashed / BBC
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Dutch Businessman Acquitted of Liberia Arms Dealing / Reuters
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Kouwenhoven Cleared of War Crimes in Liberia / Radio Netherlands
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Standard Times
Tuesday, 11 March 2008
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The Monitor (Liberia)
Monday, 10 March 2008
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New Democrat (Liberia)
Monday, 10 March 2008
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New Democrat (Liberia)
Monday, 10 March 2008
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Liberian Express (Liberia)
Monday, 10 March 2008
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The Analyst
Tuesday, 11 March 2008

17

18

The Star (Liberia)
Monday, 10 March 2008
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Heritage (Liberia)
Monday, 10 March 2008
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The News (Liberia)
Tuesday, 11 March 2008
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The Star (Liberia)
Monday, 10 March 2008
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Legalbrief (South Africa)
Monday, 10 March 2008
Women seek Liberian War Crimes Court
Published in: Legalbrief Africa
Date: Mon 10 March 2008
Category: Liberia
Issue No: 271
A conglomeration of groups under the banner of the Grand Kru County Women has called for the
establishment of a War Crimes Court to prosecute perpetrators of the Liberian armed conflict on grounds
that the fighters forced them into prostitution and sexual slavery.
In a testimony presented to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC), Grand Kru County Women,
through its spokesperson, Annie Wreh, said the court should be similar to the UN Special Court for Sierra
Leone. The News quotes Wreh as saying it has been noted that perpetrators of the conflict are not showing
interest in the TRC process. Wreh said many women and girls were r aped and abducted by warring
factions. She added that women and girls were forced into prostitution, tortured and exposed to sexually
transmitted diseases, including HIV/AIDS.
Full report in The News
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
10 March 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary
Taylor’s Son to testify against his Father in The Hague
(The Monitor)

•

Chucky Taylor, the son of detained former Liberian President Charles Taylor, could testify
against his father in open court in The Hague. Authorities at the War Crimes Court currently
trying Mr. Taylor on charges of war crimes are working out modalities for Chucky Taylor to
testify against his father in open court.

GCAP Detects Flaws in Domestic Laws …. Says Women Are Victims
(The News)
• [sic:] The Global Call to Action against Poverty-Liberia (GCAP) says Liberia’s domestic laws
have many flaws which make women vulnerable to different types of abuses.
• GCAP Acting National Coordinator, Christian T. L. Peah said there is a need to reform the
country’s rape and inheritance laws.
• Mr. Peah made the statement when a GCAP delegation met with Montserrado County Senator
Hannah Brent over the weekend.
• A release quoted Peah as saying that these laws have ambiguities and information gaps, yet
it was passed by the Legislature.
• He observed that flaws have made the women of Liberia vulnerable to abuses at various
stages of life.
Arcelor Mittal Gears up For Full Operations –Brings in Modern Equipment
(The Inquirer and The News)

•
•
•

The world steel giant, Arcelor Mittal says it has acquired assortments of heavy and light
equipment to bolster rehabilitation works at its concession sites in Nimba and Grand Bassa
Counties.
Arcelor Mittal entered an agreement valued at over US$1billion with the Liberian government
last year to exploit the Nimba Mountain range iron ore deposit in Yekepa, Northeastern
Liberia.
Mr. Vlado Jurcic, Rail expert and Senior Supervisor of ArcelorMittal told reporters during a
tour last Thursday that some high rail pickup trucks have already arrived in the country and
that rehabilitation of the 260 kilometers railroad linking Buchanan and Yekepa has already
commenced.

Suspected Criminal Hangs Himself
(Daily Observer)
•

A 37-year old man was yesterday found hanged in a withholding cell at the Liberia National
Police Headquarters on Capitol Hill in Monrovia. The man identified as Akow Anthony Dadzie
was arrested by the police on Saturday after a Ghanaian court arrest warrant was issued to
the Liberian Interpol requesting his extradition to face trial. According to the head of the
Chancery of the Ghanaian Embassy in Monrovia, Peter Owusu Manneh, Dadzie was wanted
for jumping bail in a case in which he is being tried for allegedly stealing cables worth
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US$61,000. Meanwhile, Police Authorities say the suspected criminal used his shirt to hang
himself.
U.S. Government Donates Over 18 Vehicles to Presidential Guard Service
(National Chronicle, Daily Observer, Liberian Express, Heritage)

•

•

The media reports that the United States government through its Embassy has donated over
18 vehicles worth US$600,000 for use by the Presidential elite force, the Special Security
Service (SSS). Making the presentation, the Charge d’ Affaires at the US Embassy in
Monrovia, Madam Brooks Robinson said the donation is part of the U.S. government’s
continuous support to Liberia’s Security Sector Reform initiative.
Madam Brooks said the U.S. Government remains fully committed to the rebuilding process of
the country and will endeavour to provide more assistance to the Liberian Government. She
added that as part of its assistance to the reform of the SSS, her government is providing
US$5 million in equipment, supplies and training and would also provide US$1 million worth
of computers, uniforms, medical equipment and security equipment. For her part, President
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf thanked the US government for the continuous support provided
government in the reform of the security sector as well as economic and bilateral assistance
and called on the SSS to use the vehicles properly.

UN Expert Expresses Frustration over Government’s Delay to Constitute Human Rights
Commission
(Plain Truth and The News)

•

•
•

The United Nations Independent Expert on Technical Cooperation and Advisory Services in
the Field of Human Rights, Dr. Charlotte Abaka has expressed frustration over the continuous
delay to establish the National Independent Human Rights Commission of Liberia (NIHRCL) as
was agreed upon by the framers of the Accra Peace Agreement.
Speaking to journalists following a five-day visit to Liberia, Dr. Abaka said the establishment
of the NIHRCL was cardinal to ensuring that all of the people of Liberia are treated equally.
The UN Independent Human Rights Expert made the assertion last Friday at a special press
briefing held at the headquarters of the United Nations Mission in Monrovia.

UN Women are still Discriminated against - Says Louise Arbour
(Public Agenda, The Informer)
•
•

•

Laws that discriminate against women are still to be found on the statute books of virtually
every country in the world, and repeated promises by states to revise or repeal them are not
being honoured, the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour said Friday.
Arbour, who spoke on the eve of International Women's Day, said a newly released report
commissioned by OHCHR shows that “the effects of this failure to create true legal parity
between men and women in all sorts of social, economic and political arenas is having a
detrimental effect on women in many countries – sometimes to a devastating degree.”
Perhaps the most pernicious and dangerous discrimination involves sexual abuse that is not
recognized as such under a country's laws, or is in effect tolerated by legislation that is either
vague or not enforced, Arbour stated.

Radio Summary Local Media – Radio veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Japanese Government due to Give Nearly US$ 2M Grant to Liberia
• The Japanese Government will today formally present a grant worth nearly US$2 million to
fund projects for infectious disease prevention for Liberian children. The Grant will be
provided through UNICEF Liberia.
• A UNICEF announcement said a ceremony to exchange notes between the Governments of
Liberia, Japan and the agency will take place today, Monday at its offices.
• The nearly US$2 million grant is the latest in a number of projects planned in funding the
Liberian government.
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)
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Major Training Seminar on Defense Budgeting, Governance Opens Today
• A release issued in Monrovia says members of the Defense and Security Committees of the
National Legislature and Representatives of the civil society working group on Security Sector
Reform are expected to participate in a training seminar on Defense Budgeting and
Governance today.
• The training is being facilitated by the African Security Association for Network in
collaboration with the Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control of Armed Forces and Conflict
Security and Development Group at King’s College London.
• According to the House Co-Chairman on National Security, Elijah Seah, the seminar is part of
a holistic programme to expose members of the Liberian Senate and the House committees
on National Security, Defense and Intelligence to their oversight role of the Security Sector.
Suspected Criminal Hangs Himself

Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

U.S. Government Donates Over 18 Vehicles to Presidential Guard Service

****
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Associated Press
Monday, 10 March 2008
Dutch appeals court acquits businessman of arms dealing in Liberia
AMSTERDAM, Netherlands: A Dutch appeals court on Monday acquitted a businessman of violating a
U.N. embargo by allegedly trading weapons for timber in Liberia, citing a lack of reliable evidence.
The Hague Appeals Court overturned the verdict from a lower court that sentenced Guus Kouwenhoven
to eight years in prison for trading guns for allegedly logging rights and using his lumber company to
smuggle weapons later used by militias to commit atrocities against civilians in West Africa.
The appeals judges also upheld an earlier acquittal for war crimes.
"The suspect must be acquitted of these deeds because of far-reaching lack of reliable evidence on which
to base a conviction," said Judge Y. Aler, reading the court's written ruling.
The 65-year-old businessman had acknowledged close ties with former Liberian President Charles Taylor,
but denied any wrongdoing.
"I'm very happy, of course, that an end has come to this affair," Kouwenhoven told reporters in the
courtroom afterward. "It's lasted three years, which is long enough."
Taylor's regime was embargoed by the U.N. in 2001, and Kouwenhoven appeared on a U.N. travel ban for
trading with him.
But Monday's ruling said there was little or no concrete evidence that Kouwenhoven's Oriental Trading
Co. dealt in weapons, despite such allegations by the U.N. and human rights groups.
Kouwenhoven owned a 35 percent stake in the company, while Taylor received 50 percent of all its
proceeds.
The court said testimony was unreliable, noting declarations by witnesses who said they saw the ship
deliver weapons in October or December 1999 — though the ship was purchased in May 2000, the ruling
said.
Judges criticized the prosecution for not taking contradictions made by its own witnesses more seriously.
They noted that the defense also produced witnesses with differing accounts of events, and concluded that
depositions taken in Liberia may have been unreliable.
Prosecutors are disappointed but will re-examine how to treat testimony from witnesses deposed abroad in
the future, spokeswoman Thea Tjeerdema said.
"We felt that witness testimony was consistent on essential matters, but the court clearly said a much more
rigorous vetting was needed," she said.
The Hague also is hosting Taylor's war crimes trial at the U.N.-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone.
Taylor is accused of funding Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front fighters, infamous for hacking off
the lips, ears and limbs of their civilian victims before that country's 10-year civil war ended in 2001.
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Agence France-Presse
Monday, 10 March 2008
Dutch timber trader acquitted over arms to Liberia
THE HAGUE (AFP) — A Dutch appeals court on Monday acquitted a timber trader earlier convicted of
selling arms to Liberia's former president Charles Taylor in exchange for lucrative timber contracts.
The appeals court reversed the eight-year prison sentence for Guus Kouwenhoven, arguing there was
insufficient evidence for a conviction.
According to the judges, much of the witness testimony was not credible because it was unclear on dates
and locations and often contained elements that could be "objectively proven to be impossible".
A conviction on such evidence would be "built on quicksand" the court ruled.
The ruling is a blow for prosecutors who had appealed for a stiffer sentence and sought an additional
conviction for war crimes.
A former president of the Oriental Timber Corporation, Kouwenhoven was convicted in June 2006 for
allegedly supplying AK-47 machine guns and anti-tank weapons to Taylor between 2000 and 2003, in
violation of a UN arms embargo against Liberia.
Kouwenhoven, who is in his sixties, has always maintained his innocence.
Former Liberian strongman Taylor is now being held in a prison in The Hague after his trial before the
Special Court for Sierra Leone was moved to the Netherlands, amid fears his presence in Freetown could
threaten security in the region.
He was questioned over the Kouwenhoven case last month but he refused to testify about his relations
with the Dutch businessman.
The former Liberian president faces charges of controlling armed militias in neighbouring Sierra Leone
that murdered, raped and tortured civilians during the country's 1991-2001 civil war.
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BBC
Monday, 10 March 2008

Dutch arms trade sentence quashed

A Dutch appeals court has acquitted a businessman
who had been convicted of selling weapons to
former Liberian President Charles Taylor.
The court argued that there had been insufficient
evidence for a conviction, annulling Dutch timber trader
Guus Kouwenhoven's eight-year sentence.
He had been convicted in 2006 of trading weapons for
logging rights in Liberia, breaking a UN arms embargo.

Kouwenhoven went from importing
cars to trading timber rights

Mr Kouwenhoven, an associate of Mr Taylor's, denied the charges.
Civil war
The appeal court criticised the prosecutors' investigation, saying they had not
sufficiently verified witness statements.
"The suspect must be acquitted of these deeds because of far-reaching lack of
reliable evidence on which to base a conviction," the judges said.
Mr Kouwenhoven was president of the Oriental Trading Corporation between 2000
and 2003, when the arms smuggling allegedly took place.
Prosecutors had appealed for a tougher sentence and wanted an additional
conviction for war crimes.
He was a close associate of Charles Taylor, who is now on trial in The Hague at a
UN-backed court on charges of crimes against humanity and war crimes.
Mr Taylor is accused of backing militias in Sierra Leone that murdered, raped and
tortured civilians during the country's civil war from 1991 to 2001.
Mr Taylor gave evidence last month in a closed session of Mr Kouwenhoven's trial.
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Reuters
Monday, 10 March 2008
Dutch businessman acquitted of Liberia arms dealing
AMSTERDAM (Reuters) - An appeals court acquitted a Dutch businessman allied to former Liberian
President Charles Taylor on Monday, overturning a guilty verdict for arms smuggling in Liberia.
Guus Kouwenhoven was sentenced in 2006 to eight years in jail by a Dutch court for smuggling arms to
Taylor's government between 2001 and 2003 in contravention of U.N. sanctions but acquitted of war
crimes for lack of evidence. Kouwenhoven had denied the charges.
The appeals court in The Hague said in a statement it was not convinced of the trustworthiness of the
testimony of witnesses who linked Kouwenhoven to arms dealing and war crimes and said there was not
enough other evidence to convict him.
The court criticised the way prosecutors had conducted their investigation, saying they had not
sufficiently checked witness testimony even when the defence had shown numerous contradictions and
mistakes.
"The court has so many doubts about the evidence presented by the prosecution that it believes that a
conviction would have been founded on shifting sands," it said.
The charges stemmed from Liberia's civil war that started in 1989, spilled across borders, killed a quarter
of a million people and spawned a generation of child soldiers.
Known as "Big Gus" in Liberia, the former executive of the Oriental Timber Corp. and the Royal Timber
Co. was accused of selling arms in exchange for timber concessions in Liberia, dubbed the "blood timber"
trade by campaigners.
Prosecutors had demanded a 20-year prison sentence and a 450,000 euro fine because of the profits they
said Kouwenhoven made from illegal arms sales.
Taylor, himself on trial in The Hague on war crimes charges relating to the 1991-2002 conflict in Sierra
Leone, gave evidence last month in the Kouwenhoven case in a closed session.
Taylor went on trial in January on charges of orchestrating atrocities in neighbouring Sierra Leone, a
conflict intertwined with the war in Liberia. The U.N. court is holding his trial in The Hague over fears it
could stoke unrest in west Africa.

30

Radio Netherlands
Monday, 10 March 2008

Kouwenhoven cleared of war crimes in Liberia
By Thijs Bouwknegt*
A Dutch appeals court has acquitted businessman Guus Kouwenhoven of
arms smuggling and war crimes. The public prosecutor had demanded a
20-year prison term, but the court judged there was insufficient evidence
against him. The witnesses' statements were too contradictory, it said.
The court in The Hague has cleared Dutch wood trader Guus Kouwenhoven of
Read more on the
accusations of complicity in war crimes, and of arms smuggling in Liberia. It ruled background to the
that there was insufficient evidence to substantiate Mr Kouwenhoven's share in the allegations
atrocities during the Liberian civil war (1989-2003). The judge criticised the public
prosecutor for delivering "sloppy work". Witnesses' declarations were deemed inconsistent and
contradictory.

Mr Kouwenhoven facing the judge
Relieved
A spokesperson for the public prosecutor admitted in a reaction that it is very
difficult to find reliable witnesses in a country that has just overcome a civil war and
a state of anarchy. Mr Kouwenhoven was both emotional and relieved following the
verdict. He said he had been very surprised by the severe punishment that had
been demanded.
Two weeks before, the prosecutor had demanded a 20-year jail term and a 450,000
euro fine for illegally supplying weapons to militias led by his friend, former
president Charles Taylor, in 2002 and 2003. Using the weapons, these militias are
reported to have committed serious war crimes.
War crimes
In June 2006, Guus Kouwenhoven found guilty of the charges and handed an eight-

31

year sentence. At that time the judges thought there was sufficient proof that Mr
Kouwenhoven had broken the UN arms embargo against Liberia. But they stopped
short of declaring him guilty of war crimes.
Both the public prosecutor and Mr Kouwenhoven's lawyer Inez Weski lodged
appeals. Ms Weski would not accept the eight year sentence for arms trading, and
the prosecutor was unhappy about Kouwenhoven being cleared of war crimes
accusations. The accused was allowed to await the trial outside prison.
Liberian ex-president Charles Taylor is appearing before the Special Court for Sierra
Leone. He has been charged with crimes against humanity, war crimes and human
rights violations in the neighbouring country. In Sierra leone he supported the
rebels of the Revolutionary United Front, who were notorious for randomly chopping
of civilians' arms and legs. Mr Taylor was asked by Mr Kouwenhoven's defence
counsel to act as a witness. But he refused to speak up for his friend.

Background
Charles Taylor invaded the country in 1989 and became president in 1997. His regime was
characterised by chaos and systematic violations of human rights. A new civil war broke
out in 1999, prompting the UN Security Council to declared an arms embargo against
Liberia in 2001.
The Liberian wars cost the lives of an estimated 300,000 people.
Charles Taylor was forced to resign in 2003.
'Mr Gus,' as Guus Kouwenhoven is known in Liberia, arrived in the
country in 1983 and established close ties with the then president
Samuel Doe. Soon he was director of the luxurious Africa Hotel in the
capital Monrovia. Under Doe's successor Taylor, the Dutchman's
business continued to flourish. The merciless rebel leader and the Dutch
businessman became close friends.
For his companies, the Oriental Timber Company and the Royal Timber
Company, Kouwenhoven quickly obtained a lucrative concession for the
felling of tropical wood. In 2003, he and Taylor were the richest men of
Liberia.
In 2002 and 2003, Mr Kouwenhoven's wood-carrying ships brought
considerable quantities of arms on their return trips to Liberia. Though
Buchanan port, which was entirely controlled by Mr Kouwenhoven's
private militias, the arms could easily be smuggled into the country.
* RNW translation (rk)

