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Awoko
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The Star (Liberia)
Tuesday, 18 March 2008
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New Democrat (Liberia)
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Legalbrief Today
Monday, 17 March 2008
Horrific testimony emerges at Taylor trial
Published in: Legalbrief Africa
Date: Mon 17 March 2008
Category: Liberia
Issue No: 272

A former comrade-in-arms of Charles Taylor told judges at the former Liberian President's war-crimes trial that Taylor ordered
him to take arms to Sierra Leone rebels and exchange them for diamonds, says a Mail & Guardian Online report.
Joseph Marzah, also know as Zigzag, told the court that in the early 1990s he went to Sierra Leone about 40 times with
transports carrying AK-47 assault rifles and rockets. ‘Sometimes, we got ammunition from White Flower (Taylor's presidential
residence) or a Russian plane ... By Charles Taylor's directive, I sometimes would take some straight to Sierra Leone,’ Marzah
(49) said. According to the prosecution of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Taylor controlled rebel Revolutionary United
Front forces who went on a rampage of killing, mutilation and r ape funded by blood diamonds during the 1991 to 2001 civil
war. About 120 000 people were killed in the conflict, with rebels mutilating thousands more, cutting off arms, legs, ears or
noses. At the time of the charges in the indictment, Marzah was a fighter in Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia. The
Guardian reports that Marzah said the former Liberian President ordered his fighters to eat their enemies, including UN
peacekeepers, as a means of terrorising the population. He also testified that he oversaw horrific crimes such as cutting the
babies out of pregnant women, and that the former President told his men that their enemies ‘are no longer human beings’.
Marzah said many of the victims of cannibalism were members of the Krahn people of the then Liberian President, Samuel
Doe, who Taylor was attempting to overthrow. But those eaten also included soldiers from UN and West African ‘Ecomog’
peacekeeping forces. Taylor faces charges of rape, murder, mutilation and recruitment of child soldiers. In harrowing
testimony, Marzah told of an ingrained culture of brutality among Taylor's henchmen. Former rebel leaders who fell out of
favour with Taylor met horrific ends.
First Mail & Guardian Online report
Second Mail & Guardian Online report
Full report in The Guardian
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The Analyst (Liberia)
Tuesday, 18 March 2008
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New Democrat (Liberia)
Monday, 17 March 2008
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Liberian Express (Liberia)
Monday, 17 March 2008
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Heritage
Monday, 17 March 2008
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
17 March 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

IMF Clears Liberia, Approves Financial Aid

(The News, The Inquirer, The Informer, Liberian Express, Daily Observer, Heritage, Public Agenda and the New
Democrat)

•

•
•

The International Monetary Fund on Friday fully restored Liberia's IMF status and approved
900 million dollars in immediate financial support to the impoverished African country. The
IMF said its executive board agreed "to fully normalize financial relations after more than two
decades of protracted arrears" by Liberia to the 185-nation institution.
The decisions also enabled the IMF to pledge financial support of some 952 million dollars to
Liberia. The executive board's decisions allow an immediate disbursement to Liberia of some
900 million dollars, while the remaining 52 million will be drawn in six installments.
"Liberia reached an important milestone today in normalizing its financial relations with the
IMF by clearing its long overdue financial obligations," said Murilo Portugal, IMF deputy
managing director. The suspension of Liberia's rights to use IMF aid was lifted after overdue
obligations to the IMF were cleared through a bridge loan amounting to 888 million dollars.

Cabinet Takes Retreat to Rural Liberia
(New Democrat, The News, The Inquirer, The Informer, Liberian Express, Daily Observer, Heritage, Public
Agenda and)

•

•
•
•
•

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf led her cabinet to the provincial city of Voinjama in Lofa
County where she will conduct her regular cabinet meeting. According to the New Democrat
newspaper, cabinet meetings are normally conducted in Monrovia, but the President has
begun rotating the meetings to rural counties. The first was held in Harper, Maryland County
last year.
An Executive Mansion release issued in Monrovia says the four-day cabinet retreat takes
place tomorrow Tuesday in Voinjama, Lofa County.
The retreat is intended for Ministers to review and discuss development initiatives under the
four pillars of government and to look at a national food and nutrition strategy for the
country.
The cabinet will also look at the national budget for 2008/2009, Civil Service and payroll plus
a used car policy proposed by the General Services Agency (GSA).
While in Lofa, the President and delegation will participate in the dedicatory ceremony of the
Tellewoyan Hospital renovated by the Swiss Government funds.

U.S. Navy Ship Arrives in Monrovia
(The Inquirer)

•
•
•

The first of four American naval ships, the Fort McHenry arrives in the country Monday to
conduct and participate in a medical outreach and educational projects.
The deployment of the African Partnership Stations will make Liberia a recipient of the largest
amount of U.S. equipment and training.
The Fort McHenry is part of the African Partnership Station that seeks to address the common
threats of illegal fishing, smuggling, and human trafficking in ten West African Countries
including Liberia.
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President Bush Nominates New U.S. Ambassador to Liberia
(Daily Observer, The Analyst)

•

President George Bush has nominated Linda Thomas-Greenfield as the new U.S. Ambassador
to Liberia. Ambassador Greenfield is a career Foreign Service officer and is currently awaiting
confirmation by the U.S. Senate. She will replace Ambassador Donald E. Booth who has been
the U.S. Ambassador to Liberia since July 2005.

Government Gets US$12.5M Yearly for Malaria Control
(Heritage, The News, The Monitor)

•

•
•

Health and Social Welfare Minister, Dr. Walter Gwenigale has disclosed that the United States
Government under the George Bush Malaria support initiative in Liberia would provide
US$12.5 million for a three-year period to support proven interventions for malaria control in
the country.
The amount is part of the US$27 million, which the U.S, Government has committed to
Liberia’s health sector for fiscal year 2008.
Speaking at the launch of the George Walker Bush malaria initiative in Tubmanburg, Bomi
County, Dr. Gwenigale said the support to the fight against malaria in the country is essential
to the growth and development of Liberia. Also speaking at the launch, the Acting Director of
USAID, Lucretia Taylor said the assistance was intended to support the Liberian government
as it transitions from emergency to recovery and development.

Firestone to Reopen Division 35 School
(The Monitor, The Informer)

•

•

The Division 35 School in Firestone is expected to reopen shortly. Facilities of the school,
including housing units for the teachers were razed to the ground during the civil war.
According to the Construction Manager of Firestone Liberia, Ligori Sekajipo, who was part of
the assessment visit to the construction site, the eight classrooms and the teachers’ lounge
will be ready for the normal academic activities during the next school year.
Also speaking during the visit, Mrs. Dwede Hoto, Superintendent of the Firestone School
System, said she was satisfied with the level of efforts Management is putting in the
construction of new educational facilities for the children of its employees.

Government Brings Weapons for SSS….UNMIL says Arms Legally Obtained
(Heritage)

•

•

•

The Chief of Public Information of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), George Somerwill
disclosed on Friday that the Government has brought into the country a twenty-foot container
load of weapons for use by the special Security Service (SSS). The SSS provides protection
for the President.
Mr. Somerwill said the container load of weapons arrived in the country a few days ago under
the supervision of UNMIL. Addressing journalists at UNMIL regular press briefing, the UNMIL
Chief of Public Information said the acquisition of the weapons by Government followed an
appeal it made to the UN Security Sanction Committee last year requesting the weapons to
adequately provide protection for the President.
He said after scrupulously reviewing the appeal, the request was granted the Government.
“The weapons were perfectly and legally obtained by the Liberian Government and there is no
reason for the public to be apprehensive”, Mr. Somerwill said.

Radio Summary
Local Media –

Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

Ghanaian Security Officers Raid Liberian Refugee Camp – Whisk off Several Women and
Children to Unknown Location
• Ghanaian security officers on Monday loaded Liberian refugee women and children residing on
the Buduburum camp, outside Accra, on nine buses to an unknown location.
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•

•

The Liberian refugees in Ghana have been on a ‘peaceful’ demonstration for over three weeks
now protesting against local integration into the Ghanaian society while at same time
demanding US$1,000 and repatriation to a third country. But the Ghanaian Government in a
statement last week said the demonstration was a breach of the Public Order Act of 1994 and
urged them to comport themselves and channel their grievances through the appropriate and
relevant authorities for redress. Appearing on a local radio talk show, Deputy Information
Minister Gabriel Williams said the government was working out modalities to address the
issue.
It was reported last week that several Liberian refugees in the Ivory Coast sustained injuries
when some Ivorian security officers raided a United Nations compound to disperse protesting
refugees. The Liberian refugees had gathered close to the UN compound in Giglo to stage a
demonstration, demanding resettlement to a third country due to worsening security
conditions and social discrimination in the Ivorian society.

(Also reported on Truth FM, Radio Veritas, Sky FM)

Radio Veritas (News monitored at 9:45 am)

Cabinet Takes Retreat to Lofa County
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M., and E.L.B.C.)
U.S. Navy Ship Arrives in Liberia Today
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M., and E.L.B.C.)
Negotiations to Conduct Study on Gender-Based Violence Underway
• Negotiations leading to the conduct of scientific research on gender-based violence and the
rule of law in the country have started in Monrovia between the Emery University and a
number of Liberia institutions and government officials.
• A nine-member delegation from the University has just concluded a two week assessment in
Liberia and is seeking a broad based partnership with Liberian institutions, Government
officials and other local NGO’s engaged in gender based violence on how to conduct research
in Liberia.
• In an interview, a member of the working group, Kaycee Deni said the delegation was in the
country upon the invitation of Carter Centre Monrovia Office to listen and identify problems
associated with gender based violence and the rule of Law.
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M., and E.L.B.C.)
Government, Mercy Corps to Distribute Cocoa Seedlings to Farmers in Bassa
• The Liberian Government through the Liberia Produce Marketing Corporation (LPMC) is to
shortly distribute free cocoa seedlings to farmers in Grand Bassa County.
• The seedlings were produced by Mercy Corps as part of the memorandum of understanding
reached with the LPMC to rehabilitate the corporation cocoa plantation in District#2 in Grand
Bassa County.
• The US$50,000 agreement also calls for the training of cocoa farmers in rural Liberia.
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