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New Citizen
Wednesday, 5 March 2008
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Premier News
Wednesday, 5 March 2008
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Salone Times
Wednesday, 5 March 2008

[Note: The story is based on information supplied by the BBC World Service Trust. The partially
inaccurate paraphrase was the result of the editor “fact checking” late Tuesday evening.]
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Premier News
Wednesday, 5 March 2008
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Daily Observer (Liberia)
Wednesday, 5 March 2008

Brothers of Vamuyan Sheriff at their Somalia Drive Residence

Sheriff's Family Gets Death Threats
Cries for Urgent Help
By Edwin M. Fayia, III
Published: 05 March, 2008
As the trial of former President Charles Taylor continues in The Hague, The Netherlands, immediate family members of witness
Dauda Sheriff in Liberia have reported several death threats on their lives.
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Star (Liberia)
Tuesday, 4 March 2008
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The Monitor (Liberia)
Monday, 3 March 2008
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BBC
Tuesday, 4 March 2008

Taylor 'millions' wanted by court

The Special Court for Sierra Leone has asked the UK
government to help track down money believed to have been
stolen by Liberia's ex-leader Charles Taylor.
He is on trial accused of funding rebels in Sierra Leone while in office.
Mr Taylor denies the charges, but the chief prosecutor says if he is
convicted for pillage he wants his alleged stolen millions to be
returned.
"If we can get the money back to the victims, that's a critical part of
justice," Stephen Rapp told the BBC.

Prosecutors say Charles Taylor
provided guns for diamonds

During Sierra Leone's decade-long civil war, which officially ended in 2002, tens of thousands of
people died and thousands more were mutilated, raped and had limbs amputated.
Mr Taylor's war crimes case has been transferred from Sierra Leone to The Hague for security
reasons, although it is still being conducted by the UN-backed court.
The former Liberian president is charged with 11 counts of crimes against humanity and war crimes.
'Forensic evidence'
Mr Rapp has been in London to meet with the UK government to discuss the alleged looted money
which is believed to be in the region of several hundred million dollars.
"It may be even close to a billion dollars when you add together all the resources and the money
that went through the government of Liberia when he was president," Mr Rapp told the BBC's World
Today programme.
"Indications are that some $650m was due to the people, due to the treasury - that money all flowed
through his personal bank accounts."
Tracking down the funds was an "ongoing forensic effort", but governments around the world have
been co-operative when asked for help, he said.
"If we obtain a conviction for him on pillage we're going to go forward and try to obtain the
restitution orders," the chief prosecutor said.
He said the real tragedy of the war in Sierra Leone is that not enough was being done to help the
victims of the war.
He said he hoped any recovered money would go to a victim reparation programme.
"For the thousands of people who had arms and legs and sometimes ears and other body parts
chopped off cruelly during the course of the conflict - and victims of sexual violence."
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
4 March 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Chief Prosecutor seeks US$600M of Taylor’s assets as restitution for war victims
(The Monitor and The Star)

•

Stephen Rapp, the Chief Prosecutor of the War Crimes Court currently trying former Liberian
President Charles Taylor, is working towards making some of Taylor’s assets, said to worth
US$600 million, available as restitution to the victims of the civil wars in both Sierra Leone
and Liberia. Mr. Rapp claimed that the money was stolen from the Liberian treasury and
largely composed of stolen diamonds form Sierra Leone.

‘Insider’ Witness Claims Treason Suspect was set up
(The News)

•

An ‘insider’ witness in the ongoing treason re-trial claimed during cross-examination from
defense attorneys that he and Ivorian Security planned and set co-defendant Andrew Dorbor
up. Witness Junior Gaye told the Criminal Court “A” Monday that he and Dorbor negotiated
with an Ivorian Regional Commander for 200 arms and 3,000 uniforms. The defense counsel
discharged the witness from the stand while the retrial continued today.

Senegalese Born Mega Star, Akon, Visits Monrovia April
(The Informer, The News, The Inquirer, Daily Observer)

•

•

One of America’s leading musicians, Akon, is expected to visit Liberia on 15 April 2008,
Cellcom Public Relations Manager, T-Max Jlateh, has disclosed. Speaking at a news
conference Monday at Cellcom’s offices in Monrovia, Mr. Jlateh said the Senegalese born
American musician would arrive in Liberia with a 14-man delegation to perform at a musical
concert which would be held at the Samuel K. Doe Sports Complex in Paynesville on the same
day.
After winning music fans over with his 2003 multi-platinum debut Trouble, the musical
superstar singer returns with more stories from his personal journey via his sophomore CD
‘Konvicted.’

32 Acquire Skills from UNMIL Bangladeshi’s Initiative
(The News, Heritage)

•

[sic:]Thirty-two participants, mostly young men and women have graduated from a
vocational skills training centre in Gbarnga, an UNMIL release said on Monday. The
participants were the first batch of graduates from the vocational school established by
Bangladeshi peacekeepers of UNMIL.
They received basic training in computer skills,
masonry, tailoring and embroidery. The participants also included 60-year old Clyde Saw,
political head of Suakoko District in Bong County. He said, “The computer course I took will
help me perform my work well as an administrator. As a district commissioner, my
participation in this course will send signals to the youth and children of my area of the
importance of education”.

Activities Continue For National Census
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(The Inquirer)
•

[sic:] The Deputy Director at the Liberia Institute for Statistics and Geo-Services (LISGIS),
Francis R. Wleh said the 2008 nation-wide census is not intended for tax purposes or to
employ more military personnel but rather for development to come into the country. Deputy
Director Wleh made the disclosure at a one-day workshop held in Monrovia for UNMIL theatre
groups to equip them with knowledge on how LISGIS plans to use the groups in their capacity
to sensitize the country concerning the upcoming national census. He said the country needs
to know how many men, women, children and elderly persons are in Liberia so that the
government along with its international partners will know precisely where to build hospitals,
roads, schools etc. He also said that the first census was conducted in 1962 and the then
leaders did not take into account possible shifts in population when they were designing
public buildings, roads and other service facilities.

Radio Summary
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Rain Storm Renders some 1000 Persons Homeless
• Correspondents say a rainstorm that destroyed about 32 houses in Mao Town, Sanniquellie,
Nimba County has left some 1000 persons homeless.
• The incident is the latest in the series of rainstorm disasters that have hit Nimba and other
parts of the country in recent time.
Two TRC Commissioners in Fistfight
• Reports from River Gee County say two commissioners of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) have been involved in a fist fight at the ongoing Public Hearing in the
County.
• The report said the fight ensued during and argument between Commissioners Massa
Washington and Cllr. Pearl Brown Bull and resulted into one of them being wounded.
• Radio Veritas said all attempts to verify the information with the commission’s team in River
Gee proved unsuccessful.
• Yesterday two local newspapers reported the incident.
Lawyers for Former Transitional Chairman Debunk “Restitution” Deal
• Lawyers representing former Transitional Chairman, Gyude Bryant say no deal is being struck
for him to pay back any money because he did not “steal” state funds.
• In an interview yesterday, Justice Minister, Philip Banks said a meeting aimed at prevailing on
former Transitional Chairman Gyude Bryant to restitute the US$1.3 million he allegedly
embezzled during his tenure has taken place in Monrovia.
• A source closed to the Defense team however said government is yet to produce documents
to substantiate the economic sabotage charge against Bryant.
****
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Patriotic Vanguard
Wednesday, 5 March 2008

Cover Story

CDF Appeal Oral Arguments, March
12-14
2008-03-05 01:50:51

According to a media advisory from the Special Court, Oral Arguments in CDF
Appeal Oral arguments in the case of The Prosecutor vs. Moinina Fofana and
Allieu Kondewa are scheduled to take place from 12-14 March 2008.
The hearing is open to the public and journalists are welcome to attend. The
schedule is as follows:
12 March 2008 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. - Prosecution’s Appeal submissions.
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. - Fofana’s submissions in Response.
2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. - Kondewa’s (...) Read the full story »

