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Cocorioko website
Tuesday, 1 April 2008
Fourah Bay College gets big boost from the Special Court
By Moses A. Kargbo
The UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone has presented a consignment of 1,100 text books to the
Department of Social Sciences and Law, Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone.
The books, worth a whooping £50,000, were donated through a project called “The Algernon Montage
Sierra Leone Book Project”, and the ceremony took place at the Administrative Hall, Fourah Bay College
campus in Freetown.
Giving an overview of the project, Director and Trustee, who doubles as senior lecturer at the U.K.
University in London, Eric Jean-Pierre said AMSLBP is a charity he founded alongside a colleague in the
same university, John Trye.
He said they will continue to assist the FBC Law Department and the Law School with books as both
institutions badly needed the materials.
“Our aim is to help in the resuscitation of education in Sierra Leone and to make the Law Department
library a very crucial research center where scholars from all over the continent could come and
brainstorm,” Jean-Pierre said, adding that another consignment is ready for shipment from the U.K.
He said on arrival, donation will also be made to the English Language Department of the college.
President of the Special Court, Justice George Gelaga-King expressed appreciation for the administration
of the University of Sierra Leone for maintaining the standard of the institution after the civil conflict.
Justice Gelaga-King said the charity has plans to boost legal education in the country if only the first
gesture would be judiciously utilised.
Receiving the items, Acting Deputy Vice Chancellor of Fourah Bay College, Dr. Dan Foday assured the
benefactors that the books would not be locked up in cupboards to accumulate dust but would be used to
the advantage of students.
He appealed to the organisation not to forget other departments in the college, which he said are equally in
dire need of assistance.
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BBC World Service Trust
Monday, 31 March 2008
By Adolphus Williams, at The Hague
The Monday afternoon session of Charles Taylor`s war crimes trial continued in The Hague with
prosecution 21st witness Isaac Mongor on the stand.
The former RUF fighter, who rose to the position of brigadier general and member of the ruling council in
the AFRC/RUF military junta in Sierra Leone, gave a graphic account of alleged atrocities by RUF
fighters against women and children.
Adolphus Williams reports from the courtroom in The Hague
WILLIAMS: Amongst the charges faced by Charles Taylor are recruiting child soldiers and sexual
slavery. The former RUF brigadier, Isaac Mongor, said fighters led by frontline commander Sam
Bockarie arrested the girlfriend of the RUF leader Foday Sankoh. He said the woman, only identified as
Janet, was suspected of passing information to government force. The RUF soldiers forced her to have sex
with her son before killing both of them.
MONGOR: I said his girlfriend's name was Janet.
COUNSEL: Sir, are you saying Janet?
MONGOR: Yes.
COUNSEL: Thank you. So please continue with what happened with
Janet, Foday Sankoh's girlfriend?
MONGOR: She was arrested, but she had connived with the government troops, the SLA soldiers. She
was arrested because the woman hailed from that town. So they started arresting all the other people who
were related to that woman... A. She was arrested and her child was arrested and they were placed in a
house. They were detained there. After some time she was taken out to be killed, but then they took out
her son for the two of them to have sex before they could kill her.
WILLIAMS: He said fighters took over villages and towns and seized women as their wives or recruited
them to fight.
Mongor, who claimed to have run away from Arm Forces of Liberia training base in Todee near
Monrovia, said he helped forcibly to recruit and train children in Camp Nama in Bong County. He said
children were useful in fighting because they proved to be braver than adult fighters.
MONGOR: The SBUs were fighting. They were at the forefront, they were at the forefront
fighting, and we used them also to be at the checkpoints so that they could restrict some of the fighters
who want to retreat from the front line, so they will push them back to go to the front line.... the SBUs
were brave more than most of the adults. So we used them to ensure that they would capture most of the
men that were retreating from the front line and that they would bring them back to the front line. The
others were fighting at the front line so they could help to put more pressure on the enemy.
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WILLIAMS: He disclosed civilians were rounded up and shot. In one instance in Kailahun, 69 people
were shot dead.
MONGOR: Mosquito killed those people. He said the people were Kamajors, but according to the
information that we got, or that I got, they said those people were people who had run away because of the
war. They were trying to return to their home, but they came in a group and they were men so they
accused them of being Kamajors and they were killed... It happened in Kailahun Town... The killing took
place during the time of peace, but when they said those people were spies, that they were Kamajors, that
was the information that they said they got. But later one of my friends Vandi Kossiah told me that those
people were not Kamajors... They said they killed 69 people in Kailahun.
WILLIAMS: Monger said Sam Bockarie was the man who directly delivered diamonds to Taylor in
return for ammunition and guns as part of the former Liberian president’s support to the rebels.
Monger said diamond mining started in the town of Dia, in Kailahun, in 1991 when the civil war began.
He also spoke of the Front’s military disciplinary measures and strategies used to attack troops of the
West African Peace Keeping force, ECOMOG.
He spoke of holes dug by fighters serving as prison cells. And he described how the RUF soldiers
deceived ECOMOG troops by pretending to surrender but opening fire on the peacekeepers when they
opened their arms to welcome the supposed surrendering fighters.
Defense lawyer Terry Munyard will continue the cross-examination of Mongor.
For BBC World Service Trust, Search for Common Ground, Talking Drum Studio, Adolphus Williams in
The Hague.
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The Parrot (Liberia)
Tuesday, 1 April 2008
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The Inquirer (Liberia)
Tuesday, 1 April 2008
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New Democrat (Liberia)
Tuesday, 1 April 2008
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The Analyst
Tuesday, 1 April 2008
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Washington Times
Tuesday, 1 April 2008
Editorial
A 'Bout' of Russian terror
By Ed Royce
Maybe Viktor Bout got complacent. Accustomed to profiting in the world's roughest places while
brazenly defying law enforcement, this notorious gun runner fell three weeks ago, arrested by Thai
authorities in a Drug Enforcement Agency sting in Bangkok. An arms smuggling conviction would put
this very dangerous man out of business. He is a survivor, though, and we should not breathe easy until an
extradited and shackled Mr. Bout hits United States soil.
A former Soviet pilot dubbed the "Merchant of Death," Mr. Bout has fueled many brutal civil wars,
mainly with former East Bloc state arsenals. In the 1990s, he dealt weapons to the several sides fighting in
the Democratic Republic of Congo and rebels in Angola, breaking international arms embargoes. Some
have linked him to the Rwandan genocide. One good customer was the former Liberian president, Charles
Taylor, who relied on Mr. Bout to arm his reign of terror in West Africa, which landed Taylor in The
Hague to face war crimes charges.
This man has plagued four continents. He simultaneously armed the Taliban and the Northern Alliance; he
had dealings with Hezbollah and the FARC in Colombia. Indeed, Mr. Bout thought he was negotiating a
deal to provide the FARC with millions of dollars in arms when he was arrested. The deal included 100
advanced Russian-made shoulder-fired missiles, capable of downing an aircraft. Federal prosecutors in
New York are seeking his extradition to stand trial for providing material support to this Colombian
terrorist organization.
Viktor Bout is the model. Unfortunately there exists a class of rogues: gray-area figures who help destroy
states and the rule of law while avoiding scrutiny. He and other smugglers are not small-timers. Mr. Bout
has amassed a logistical capability that rivals many NATO countries, operating dozens of planes. Today
the paramount concern is that his type of global delivery system might transport a nuclear weapon. Their
credo is anything for money. The arrest of this man, the best known of the lot, hopefully signals a new
alertness to the dangers poised by these networks.
The United States and others have spent much to build stability in Africa. We have been successful in
Sierra Leone and Liberia. Millions of lives have been saved by ending these brutal conflicts. But stability
is very fragile; all it takes is a few dozen rebels armed by the likes of Viktor Bout to enflame a rebuilding
country. Taking on the Bouts of the world would better protect these investments.
Extradition experts give Mr. Bout only a fifty percent chance of facing justice in the United states, though.
Thai police have said Mr. Bout's extradition would have to wait until he was tried in Thailand.
Meanwhile, the Russian government reportedly is pressuring Thai authorities to set him free. For years, he
has operated out of Moscow, in the open, despite an Interpol arrest warrant. He has ties to Russian
intelligence. Beware of Russian promises to "try" Mr. Bout at home.
The diplomatic instinct in the State Department may be to play nice with Russia, especially since the Bush
administration seeks a long-term agreement on U.S.-Russian relations. Recommendations to press
Moscow on Mr. Bout years ago reportedly were set aside to win its cooperation in the war on terrorism.
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But this man is a terrorist. And there is nothing to be gained from acquiescing to yet another Russian
effort at undermining the rule of law. We should be doing all we can to counter any Russian pressure on
Bangkok. The arrest of Viktor Bout may signal an intolerance of an intolerable type of character. With a
deadly past and dangerous future, he must face justice. Thai authorities should be commended for their
cooperation, but only when Mr. Bout is securely on his way to our shores, which given likely Russian
machinations, can't happen fast enough.
Representative Ed Royce. California Republican, is ranking member of the Terrorism, Nonproliferation
and Trade Subcommittee.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
31 March 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Foya Residents go Amok over Citizen’s Death
(The Monitor, The Inquirer, National Chronicle)

•

Reports from Foya, Lofa County say an angry mob yesterday took over the city to protest the
killing of a businessman allegedly by the police. The Inquirer reports that an investigation
conducted by its correspondent in the area revealed that the deceased, Prince Luseni, met his
death as a result of being manhandled by a police officer who had gone to effect the
deceased arrest. The report said Luseni’s death angered some local residents who blamed the
police for over reacting, thus prompting them to stage a protest action over the reported act
of the police officer. The Monitor reports that as a result of the incident the local police station
was vandalized and a market in the town centre was looted.

SRSG Says UNMIL Chinese Peacekeeping Role Crucial in Liberia’s Recovery
(Heritage, The Inquirer, The News, Public Agenda)

•

•

•

The media reports that the Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG), Ms. Ellen
Margrethe Løj has commended the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) Chinese Contingent for their
contribution to the maintenance of peace and security in Liberia. Ms. Løj spoke when she
awarded UN peacekeeping medals to 137 UNMIL Chinese soldiers.
The UN Envoy recounted the valuable work of the Chinese contingent, comprising the
Transport and Engineering Companies, and the Medical Unit. She highlighted the Contingent’s
recent logistical support to the 2008 National Population and Housing Census, rehabilitation of
a major road linking the southeastern region to the rest of the country, and provision of
health services to vulnerable Liberians.
In the current drawdown phase of UNMIL, Ms. Løj reminded the Chinese peacekeepers that
the work of the Mission in Liberia is not finished. “We still have very important work to do;
there is a lot of peace building work to be done to ensure that Liberia does not slide back into
conflict and chaos. Currently, the 558-member Chinese peacekeeping contingent in UNMIL is
the largest in all UN peacekeeping operations worldwide.

USAID Announces US$1.4M Technical Assistance to MOA
(The News)

•

The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) has announced a US$1.4
million technical package for the Ministry of Agriculture. The focus of the project is to
strengthen and develop Liberia’s expertise and capacity toward reforming the country’s
agricultural sector. The Acting Director of USAID, Lucretia Taylor said consultants would
shortly be brought in to help determine the specific interventions to be delivered to the rural
communities. Agriculture Minister, Dr. Chris Toe commended the initiative and recounted
USAID’s long-term assistance to the manpower development of post-conflict Liberia.

World Bank Gives US$35M for Farmer Groups Development
(Daily Observer)
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•

•
•

The World Bank has allocated to the Liberian Government US$35 million for the development
of organizations uniting farmers. The Italian government has also given US$1.4 million for the
development of farmer cooperatives around the country. Disclosing this at the weekend,
Agriculture Minister, Chris Toe emphasized that cooperatives are a key to Liberia’s drive to
self sufficiency and other agricultural developments.
He expressed gratitude to the World Bank and the Italian government for their willingness to
help develop the farmers’ organization which he said will definitely help to empower farmers
individually and collectively.
At the same time, Minister Toe said the Ministry has begun negotiations with three major
companies, including some from the People's Republic of China, toward the large-scale
commercial production of rice. The plan is for these companies to work closely with Liberian
small farmers, to ensure success of the Government's objective to make Liberia self-sufficient
in its staple food.

Radio Summary

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Press Union Calls Off Forum to Discuss Refugee Crisis in Ghana
• The Press Union of Liberia (PUL) has called off a forum intended to discuss the Liberian
refugee crisis in Ghana. The Union said a government delegation sent to Ghana to negotiate
had just returned home and needed to brief the President about their findings.
• The PUL over the weekend issued a release stating that officials of the Liberia Refugee Agency
(LRRRC), the Foreign Ministry, the Ghanaian Embassy and the U.N. Refugee Agency were to
address the union’s monthly lecture series, the Edward Wilmot Blyden forum today which was
intended to provide additional details to the public about the refugee situation and mitigate
the seemingly growing sour relations between Liberia and Ghana.
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth FM)

Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

USAID Announces US$1.4M Technical Assistance to MOA
Foya Residents Protest over death of businessman
President Sirleaf, CARE to Discuss Poverty Issue Today
• Officials of an international anti poverty NGO, CARE, are expected to discuss global poverty
issue with President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf today.
• According to a release issued in Monrovia, CARE’s Nederland Director, Guus Eskens and USA
CEO Dr. Helene Gayle will also explain the organization’s purpose in Africa, and its
commitment to ending global poverty.
• The group undertook projects in Liberia from 1961 to 1983, in the areas of health, education,
and sanitation.
****

