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PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

Lamina Sankoh Street, empty of traffic on a Sunday morning. Who was Lamina Sankoh? See
today’s ‘Special Court Supplement’.
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Local News
“RUF Were Engaged in Attacking Liberia” – Witness Told Court / Awoko
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Acting Prisons Director Outlines Reform Plans / Standard Times
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Prison Watch Donates to Female Prisoners / Awoko
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Prison Watch Donates to Prison Services / Standard Times
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After Blah, Who’s Next? / New Democrat
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UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries / UNMIL
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Uganda Rebels Due to Sign Peace / BBC
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Standard Times
Thursday, 10 April 2008
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New Democrat (Liberia)
Wednesday, 9 April 2008
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
9 April 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Ghana’s High Court Issues Stay Order on ‘Deportation’ of Liberian Refugees
(National Chronicle, Heritage, Public Agenda, The News)

•
•

The Ghanaian High Court Tuesday issued a stay order on further ‘deportation’ of Liberian
refugees from Ghana. The Court’s decision follows legal arguments into the deportation case
filed by two Ghanaian human rights groups.
The stay order would remain in force until next Monday when the hearing will resume into the
case. At the same time, the Liberian Senate drew attention to security concerns expressed by
the Ghanaian community in Liberia. The Ghanaian community recently reported threats of
reprisal following venomous comments by several groups including the Forum for the
Establishment of a War Crimes Court in Liberia calling for reciprocal action against them if
Liberian refugees supposedly held in the custody of the Ghanaian government were not
released.

Body of ‘Murdered’ Victim to be Exhumed for Third Autopsy
(Heritage, The Informer, Public Agenda)

•
•
•

Media reports suggest that all is now set to exhume the decomposed remains of Angel Togba
to undergo a third autopsy and DNA examination by three foreign forensic pathologists next
week.
Angel was found hanging dead last November in the bathroom of her guardians, Han Williams
and his fiancée Mardea Paykue. The two are held in connection with the murder.
A first autopsy conducted on the body ruled out any foul play while the second discovered
that she was sexually abused before being strangled to death. But defence lawyers
discredited the second autopsy report and opted for a third autopsy and DNA examination at
the expense of their clients.

Students Stage Violent Protest to Demand New School Building
(The New Liberia, The Inquirer, New Democrat, Heritage, Daily Observer)

•
•
•

•

The Liberia National Police and the Jordanian Formed Police Unit of UNMIL on Tuesday used
crowd control devices to disperse scores of protesting students on a major highway leading to
the Roberts International Airport.
Students of the Kendeja High School staged a violent demonstration Tuesday claiming that
the Government, through the Ministry of Information, had failed to provide a new school
building for them to continue their studies.
The premises of the Kendeja Culture Centre which played host to the school were recently
leased to an American billionaire [Bob Johnson] for the purpose of building a four-star hotel.
Information Ministry Laurence Bropleh had said the government was relocating the culture
centre because the amount of acres of land originally bought to expand the center had been
encroached upon. But the protesting students argued that the government should have made
alternative plans for them before carrying out the relocation exercise.
In the wake of Tuesday’s demonstration, the Daily Observer newspaper suspect that a senior
official at the Information Ministry might be dismissed for ‘misleading’ the President on the
matter.
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Radio Summary
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

Government Agrees to Exhume Body of “Murdered” 13-Year Old Girl for Autopsy
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Kendeja Students Protest, Set Up Road Blocks
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Lawmakers worried over Threats of Reprisals against Ghanaians
• Members of the House of Senate have expressed fears over threats of reprisals by some
Liberians in the midst of the deportation of some Liberian refugees.
• Discussing the threats yesterday during plenary, some lawmakers called on the government’s
mediation team that recently returned from Ghana to adequately inform the public about the
refugee crisis to allay their misconception of the situation.
****
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BBC
Thursday, 10 April 2008

Uganda rebels due to sign peace
Rebels from Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army are expected to
sign a final peace agreement to end more than 20 years of
conflict with the Ugandan government.
LRA leader Joseph Kony is due to attend the signing at a camp in the
jungle town of Ri-Kwangba in southern Sudan.
Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni is then due to sign separately on
Monday in southern Sudan's capital, Juba.
The two sides have been in peace talks there since 2006, after a war in

The signing was put off last week after
Mr Kony said he was sick

which tens of thousands died.
Two million people were displaced in the conflict, during which the LRA allegedly abducted thousands
of children to serve as child soldiers.
Elaborate camp
The signing ceremony was supposed to go ahead a week earlier but was postponed at Mr Kony's
request when he told the southern Sudanese mediators he was too sick to attend.
The BBC's Sarah Grainger in Nabanga in southern Sudan says mediators and the United Nations have
transformed the bush close to the venue of the signing ceremony into an elaborate camp, complete
with electricity and a hot buffet.
They have flown in dozens of journalists to report on the event and have already taken several
members of Mr Kony's family to the meeting point.
There had been fears that Mr Kony, who has been in hiding since an arrest warrant was issued against
him and two of his top commanders by the International Criminal Court, would not appear for the
signing.
"As far as I'm concerned everything is going as planned," rebel chief negotiator David Nyekorach
Matsanga told the BBC's Network Africa programme.
Southern Sudanese Vice-President Riak Machar has also said the rebel leader was at the camp and
was ready to sign the deal.
After Mr Museveni signs on Monday, the rebels will have 30 days to gather in southern Sudan before
disarmament and demobilisation will begin.
But the LRA negotiators have already said their fighters will not disarm unless the ICC arrest warrants
are removed and they can be tried on war crimes charges in Uganda instead.
"We are going to sign the document on condition that Uganda goes to the UN Security Council to
remove these indictments," Mr Matsanga said.
He said the government had yet to secure the LRA immunity from prosecution and they wanted the
indictment removed for 12 months.
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Special Court Supplement
“Sierra Leonean Heroes” – Lamina Sankoh

LAMINA SANKOH
(1884-1964)
CHAMPION OF INTEGRATION
Ethelred National Jones was born at Gloucester in the Mountain District of Freetown on June 28th, 1884. From the 1920s
onwards, he used the name Lamina Sankoh. He was one of the most prominent and fearless leaders in pre-independence Sierra
Leone, and one of those most dedicated to the unification of colony and protectorate. An astute politician, he founded one of
the first political parties, the Peoples Party, in 1948. He was also a radical churchman, and a
political writer, analyst and educator.
He was educated at the village school at Gloucester, the Cathedral School, Albert Academy and
the C.M.S. Grammar School. He went to Fourah Bay College where he graduated with a B.A.
He entered Wycliffe College, Oxford, where he read Theology and Philosophy.
Lamina Sankoh returned home in 1924, but his relations with the church were not so cordial
because of his controversial sermons. He was ordained a priest and appointed curate of Holy
Trinity Church, a post he held until 1927. During his curacy, he also lectured Logic at Fourah
Bay College. He was dissatisfied with the lack of progressive thinking in the Church in Sierra
Leone. He therefore resigned his curacy and again proceeded to Britain where he read Education
at Oxford. A year later, he travelled to the United States where he taught at Tuskegee Institute at
Alabama, Lincoln University in Pennsylvania and the State College at Orangeburg, South
Carolina. In 1930 he went back to Britain where he was active in the West African Students Union (WASU), a political
pressure group agitating for self-government. He was a regular contributor to the WASU Journal, of which he later became
editor.
He returned to Sierra Leone in the early 1940s, and he immediately embarked on political and civic activities. He was at the
same time untiringly involved in settling the political conflict between colony and protectorate. He took an active role in the
reconstruction of the Freetown City Council and was elected a councillor for the Central Ward in 1948. He taught courses at
the Extra-Mural Department of F.B.C. and was at one time President of the Freetown Adult Education Society. He founded the
Sierra Leone ARO (Co-Operative) Society and established a Penny Savings Bank for his supporters. In 1948, he started a
newspaper in Freetown called "The African Vanguard." He established an African church where theology and philosophy were
relatively free of Western influences.
It was however in national politics that this competent political philosopher made his most lasting impact. He founded the
(People's) Forum, a cultural organisation intended to examine the values held by Sierra Leoneans. When almost the entire
colony was misguided enough to uphold the idea of a "united country based on segregation and prescriptive rights," this
colony-born man had the courage to stand by his conviction that Sierra Leone was one country, and that its inhabitants should
live and work as one. He merged his People's Party with the Sierra Leone Organisation Society and, through the merger, the
S.L.P.P. was born. He also transferred ownership of The African Vanguard to the new party.
Lamina Sankoh was a popular and dedicated nationalist who, with other men of his time, introduced intellectualism into Sierra
Leone politics. His untiring efforts to unite colony and protectorate, for which he is always fondly remembered, constitute a
significant contribution to the process of national integration.

