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New Democrat (Liberia)
Wednesday, 2 April 2008
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The Analyst (Liberia)
Wednesday, 2 April 2008
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National Chronicle
Wednesday, 2 April 2008
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United Nations News Centre
Wednesday, 2 April 2008

Liberia: UN report recommends Government action to bolster human
rights
2 April 2008 – Legal prohibitions of all forms of violence against children, more
resources for rural education and better human rights training for national police are
among the recommendations in a new United Nations report on Liberia.
The report, compiled by the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), covers the human rights
situation from May to October 2007 in the West African country, which has made
significant strides of late in recovering from a devastating civil war.
The report focuses mainly on economic, social, civil and political rights violations,
sexual and gender-based violence, as well as inadequate detention and educational facilities, following the integrated
approach of the country’s poverty reduction strategy.
“This strategy aims to integrate a human rights-based approach in programmes or policies by the government in order
to promote the fulfilment of all human rights be they economic, social, cultural, civil or political,” the report states in
its introduction.
Among the violations of rights highlighted in the report are three cases in which parents allegedly attempted to sell
their children in order to buy food.
The report cites instances of corruption in the criminal justice system, involving Liberia National Police (LNP) officers,
court officials and prisons authorities.
Other issues of concern include poor detention conditions, the reported operation of private detention facilities and
sexual and gender-based violence, including rape and forced marriage.
Recommendations of the report include ensuring that the right to education is ensured through the allocation of more
resources, with emphasis on schools located in rural parts of the country.
Specific changes in the legal codes are advocated, including prohibitions against corporal punishment and female
genital mutilation, in addition to collaboration with the Human Rights and Protection Section of UNMIL to train LNP
personnel in rights issues.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
2 April 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

LNP Dismisses 70 Police Officers – Victim Assaults two Senior Officers
(Heritage, The News, New Democrat, Public Agenda, The Inquirer, the Informer)

•
•

•

The Liberia National Police (LNP) has dismissed 70 officers of the Police Support Unit. The
officers were dismissed for accumulating constant absence without leave.
At the same time, one of the dismissed officers on Tuesday assaulted the Chief of the Police
Support Unit (PSU) and Assistant Commissioner of Police, John Kemoe seriously injuring him
on the head.
The dismissed officer, Nathaniel Mulbah, also assaulted the Chief of Personnel at the LNP,
Jartu Golafaley on her face.

DSRSG Says Rape Has Serious Consequences in Liberia
(The Informer)

•

Speaking at the launch a regional Anti-Rape Campaign in southeastern Grand Gedeh County,
the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the Rule of Law Ms. Henrietta
Mensa-Bonsu says rape has serious and harmful consequences in Liberia. The DSRSG spoke
to the high incidents of sexual and gender-based violence, especially rape, indicating that the
statistics for rape have not declined in the country since 2006.’

Rapist Freed in Buchanan for Delay in Trial
(Daily Observer)

•

At least six cases involving rape and gang rape were dismissed by the Second Judicial Circuit
of Grand Bassa County owing to the failure of the private prosecutors to appear before the
court for the prosecution. The paper said the defendants, who were all indicted since May
2006, did not have their cases heard up to March 2008.

Global Witness Issues Early Warning over ‘Rush’ to Log Liberia’s Forest
(The Analyst)

•

Global Witness, a renowned international advocacy institution, has warned that a ‘rush’ to log
Liberia’s forest could jeopardize the reform process. The warning follows speculations that
several logging companies want to do business in the country and that Liberia’s Forestry
Development Authority (FDA) is contemplating granting them permits.

Mob Violence leaves one Person Dead on Bushrod Island
(New Democrat)

•

Unidentified men beat and killed a man known as Peter Chea Monday night on Bushrod Island
near, Cemenco. The paper quoting residents said the man was a businessman but other
reports indicate that he was mobbed to death after he could not clearly say where he was
from and what he was doing in the community at the time some residents inquired from him.
The report said this led to suspicion of the deceased being a robber resulting into him being
mobbed by the group.

NEC Fines Liberty Party for Violating Electoral Laws
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(The News, The Inquirer, Heritage)

•
•
•

A National Elections Commission (NEC) press release issued in Monrovia Tuesday said the
Commission has fined the opposition Liberty party the Liberian dollar equivalence of
US$2,500.
NEC said the party’s utterances and actions during the by- elections in Margibi, Grand Bassa
and Nimba counties were in violation of provisions of the electoral laws and called on the
Party to pay the fine within seventy-two hours or risk suspension of its operation.
Meanwhile, the Liberty Party has challenged the decision of NEC and has taken an appeal to
the Supreme Court.

Radio Summary
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)

National Elections Commission Fines Opposition Liberty Party
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Dismissed Police Officer Brutalizes Two Senior Officers
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)

CARE Announces Plans to Return to the Country
• Speaking at a news conference Tuesday, two officials of Care International, Dr. Helene Gayle
of the U.S. and the Nederland National Director, Guus Eskens announced the return of the
group to Liberia after some 25 years.
• The two said the decision to return to the country follows improvement in the security
situation in the country.
• CARE International, a leading humanitarian organization dedicated to fighting poverty and
social injustice in nearly seventy countries left Liberia in 1983 due to insecurity after working
in the country since 1961.
(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

President Sirleaf in Ivory Coast for Bilateral Talks
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has left the country for Ivory Coast for a two day official visit.
• An Executive Mansion statement said during the visit President Sirleaf will discuss issues of
sub-regional cooperation with Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo and will also participate in an
“Invest in Africa Forum.
Unknown armed men raid Rehab Community
• Unknown men armed with AK-47 rifles, pistol and other deadly weapons have raided the
ELWA Rehab community outside Monrovia.
• The armed robbers burst into the home of one Francis Yoryor and stole several valuables
including wedding band, money, computer and a car.
• Francis told Star Radio the men, eleven in number, put his household at gunpoint before
sweeping everything. According to him the armed men wore wigs and other hairstyles and
were mostly youths.
• Francis reminded government that unless job opportunities are provided to help get young
people off the street, fighting armed robbery would be a mere joke.
•

He said arming the Police was not wrong but it would only create more confrontation with
armed robbers if ex-combatants remain jobless.

Two Senators call for stiff penalty against illegal land dealers
• Two members of the senate are seeking stiff penalties against illegal land dealers and
surveyors. Senators Gloria Scott and Frederick Cherue requested the Senate to amend
Chapter 15 of the Penal Law of Liberia.
• They said if amended anyone found illegally selling land in the country would be arrested and
dealt with in keeping with law.
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•
•

Senators Scott and Cherue also want surveyors who knowingly surveyed a piece of land for
two different parties to be punished in accordance with law.
The bill from the two senators has been sent to the Senate committees on Judiciary, Claims
and Petition. The committees are to review the bill and advise the Senate plenary in two
weeks

Lassa Fever kills two pregnant women in Grand Bassa
• Health authorities in Grand Bassa County say two pregnant women have died from Lassa
fever. The County Health Officer of Grand Bassa told Star Radio the incidents took place in
January and February this year in Compound Number Three.
• Dr. Jerry Brown said these are the first cases of Lassa fewer in Grand Bassa for over ten
years now. Dr. Brown said during visits to Compound Number Three he noticed unhealthy
environment that could host rats that transmit Lassa Fewer.
• He said the health team and county authorities have begun an awareness campaign and are
planning a clean up campaign in the area. Dr. Brown said if preventive measures are not
taken, the people could be at risk as the drug to treat the disease is not in the county.
• The health official also confirmed that a third pregnant woman who died late last month is
suspected to have died from Lassa Fewer.
• He said result of a specimen test is expected to establish whether the death was the result of
the disease.
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