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BBC World Service Trust
Friday, 9 May 2008
INTERVIEW: Special Court Chief prosecutor on Taylor’s ‘stolen’ assets
Last year the United Nations Security Council agreed to set up a three-member panel of experts to probe
into the 'hidden wealth' of the former Liberian President Charles Taylor, who has been accused of
committing war crimes and crimes against humanity during the 11-year conflict in Sierra Leone.
According to the Special Court Chief Prosecutor, Stephen Rapp, experts are trying to uncover Mr.
Taylor's wealth, which they claim he acquired from illegal blood diamond and timber trade in Liberia,
Sierra Leone and Guinea. He says they have located $ 375 million being part of Mr Taylor’s wealth.
Adolphus Williams met with Stephen Rapp in The Hague and first asked him about this discovery.
RAPP: Well, we found bank transactions in accounts that were in his personal name and were being used
for his personal purposes. There’s been a little bit of misinformation about this. We did find two accounts
in the US in which there were $5 billion of activity - $5 billion US in activity – but a lot of it was money
moving back and forth between the two accounts in order to maximise daily interest payments. But at
least $375 million we’ve identified as moving out of those accounts into other banks in the US and
elsewhere around the world, and we’re continuing a tracing exercise following those funds to the present
to see how much is left. But we don’t know at this stage how much is left. Given the circumstances we
believe there are going to be some assets left here that could be available to be frozen by the UN and then
eventually available, if Taylor is convicted, for reparations for Sierra Leonean victims but of course to the
extent assets can be traced to Liberia and to public funds in Liberia. Clearly there will be a right for
Liberia to recover as well.
If we can show money being used to buy arms going to Sierra Leone, money going to the Ukraine or
something, that could help our case. That’s why we’ve been looking at this for a long time. Additionally
we have the right, if we obtain a conviction for the crime of pillage, to obtain a forfeiture order equal to
the amount of property pillaged from Sierra Leonean victims. And we’re presenting evidence about
diamond pillage, there’s a particular shipment that we’re [indistinct] a number of evidence about was
taken from Johnny Paul Koroma that was about 1,900 diamonds that we think have been valued at several
million dollars. If we can prove in the end of the day that Taylor pillaged diamonds from Sierra Leone we
can get a forfeiture order against him.
WILLIAMS: How are you going to prove that? How are you going to determine money from Liberia,
money from Sierra Leone that formed part of Taylor’s wealth? It sounds difficult, you know.
RAPP: Well it involves the tracing exercise, and at the end of the day what I’m hoping on, and when I
meet with Liberian and with Sierra Leone authorities I discuss ways that we could share the gains, so to
speak. At the end of the day it may be difficult to tell whether money in an account came from Sierra
Leone diamonds or whether it came from Liberian timber. There may be a case to make in both situations,
and the money’s been moved around and some has been spent, and all of that. So I think in the end of the
day there will be a need to work out a formula for distribution between the two countries. But the critical
thing at this point is to locate the funds, because if we locate the funds we can get them frozen by the UN
under the Security Council resolution.
WILLIAMS: So all what Taylor accumulated before, during and after the war is classified illegal and
should be confiscated?

11

RAPP: Well, Global Witness has done studies in this area about money taken from various sectors of the
Liberian economy during Taylor’s administration. They estimated it at least $100 million a year during his
six years as president. The strongest evidence was the timber products study, the concession study that
was done by the Liberian government in partnership with a number of foreign aid agencies that resulted in
the end in the cancellation of all timber concessions in Liberia at that time. And that study I think came to
the conclusion that at least 84 percent of the money gained from the timber industry during Taylor’s
administration ended up in Taylor’s pocket, where it should have ended up in the treasury. And so that’s
something that’s there, but there’s certainly evidence of other diversions of ship flag of convenience
money and [indistinct] other places where Taylor might have gotten to the treasury. But that’s going to
have to yet be proven. That’s not directly relevant to us in Sierra Leone except to the extent that it can be
shown that that’s the source of this money…and certainly we have to recognise the Liberians have a claim
to stolen assets, and you can’t use stolen assets, stolen from the people of Liberia, to compensate people in
Sierra Leone. So that’s why at the end of the day I think there’ll have to be a formula or an arrangement or
a negotiation.
WILLIAMS: Mr. Rapp, let’s make an assumption here. Assuming the Court does not find Mr. Taylor
guilty, and now the assets of the accused are frozen, $375 million located, is it not like we are putting the
cart before the horse?
RAPP: Well we have to find the assets first in order to justify what we’re doing in the Court, and so if at
the end of the day we get a judgment for several million dollars which should go back to the people of
Sierra Leone, it won’t do us much good unless we’ve frozen the resources. The United Nations, under
Security Council resolutions, has the right – indeed the Sanctions Committee is mandated with an order to
freeze Taylor’s assets, or to freeze the assets that are in the hands of third parties that came from Taylor.
So that needs to be done in any case. And even if Taylor is acquitted, people in Liberia and others could
have claims to get that money back based upon grounds other than war crimes. It’s not just on war crimes
that you can recover money. You could recover money because it’s theft. You could recover it under a
lawsuit saying that Taylor’s men had committed a particular injury to you and it would be a whole
different standard. Just because we would not succeed, others could succeed in the future. But it makes
sense for everyone to work together to maximise the amount of assets that are located and frozen. Once
that’s done I think then we’ll move forward to share it.
WILLIAMS: And the Defence team agrees with you?
RAPP: Well, no! The Defence team obviously contests whether Taylor took money. To a large extent
that’s not directly relevant in the case. What’s relevant in the case is whether he pillaged assets from
Sierra Leone. They of course have pled ‘not guilty’ on that. We will have to prove that. The question of
how much assets he has today, that will only become relevant to the Court once we have a conviction, if
we get one, for that particular offence. Then the Court will have to determine whether an order should be
entered that would allow us some of that money to be taken by the Court, sent to Sierra Leone, or it could
be distributed to victims.
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Agence France-Presse
Thursday, 8 May 2008
Ex-vice president to testify at Liberia war crimes trial
THE HAGUE (AFP) — Ex-Liberian vice-president Moses Blah is to testify May 13 at the trial against his
former boss and war crimes suspect Charles Taylor, the Special Court for
Sierra Leone (SCSL) said Thursday.
"Blah will likely take the stand by Tuesday 13 May, depending on the
testimony of the preceding witness," said SCSL in a statement.
Blah was Charles Taylor's vice-president and then became president
himself in 2003, before being forced into exile in Nigeria later the same
year.
His testimony could be particularly useful for shedding light on Taylor's
relationship with the Revolutionary United Forces (RUF), the SCSL said.
Taylor faces 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity,
including murder, rape and recruiting child soldiers. He is currently on
trial in The Hague for what the prosecution presents as a key role in
supporting and controlling the RUF, which ravaged Sierra Leone from 1991 and 2001.
The former war lord allegedly funded and armed the RUF in exchange for diamonds and other resources,
while rebels terrorised civilians by cutting off arms, legs, ears and noses, leaving thousands of people
mutilated.
Taylor's trial before the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone was moved from Freetown to The
Hague because there were fears his presence in the African country could destabilize the region.
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National Chronicle (Liberia)
Friday, 9 May 2008
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New Democrat (Liberia)
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
9 May 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Lawmakers Passed Anti-Corruption Act
(The New Liberia, The News, Daily Observer)

•

•

The House of Representatives on Thursday passed an Act seeking the creation of an ‘AntiCorruption Commission’ for Liberia. The Anti-Corruption Bill, according to The New Liberia,
Daily Observer and The News newspapers, empowers the Commission to arrest and detain
suspects based on probable cause and a prior warrant issued by a court of competent
jurisdiction.
It can be recalled that the bill was modified following stiff opposition from some quarters soon
after it was introduced. The Bill was submitted by the Executive Branch and spent eight
months at the lower house before it was passed on Thursday. The Daily Observer believes
that by the passage of the Act, Liberia will now join other democracies that are bent on
ensuring that all those who are guilty of siphoning state funds through corrupt acts do not go
scot-free.

Government to Begin Demolition of Illegal Structures Saturday

(The Inquirer, The New Liberia, The News, Daily Observer)

•

The government announced that it will ramp up the enforcement of its zoning laws across the
country. The government says demolition of illegal structures will begin this weekend and
that Redemption Road, Pipeline in Paynesville and Barnersville Dry Rice Market will be the
first areas of focus for the demolition exercise which commences on Saturday.

Pro-Democracy Group Says Julu, Dorbor Must Sue Government for Damages
(The News)

•

•

[sic]As retired army general Charles Julu and Col. Andrew Dorbor go with a not guilty verdict
on treason charges, a pro-democracy campaigner has called on the two men to file a lawsuit
against the government of Liberia for damages. The Executive Director of the Movement for
the Revival of the Liberian Society (MORS) R. Kofa Kloh said the arrest and indictment of Julu
and Dorbor was intended to defame their characters because, according to him, the
government had no case to prove against the men.
Speaking to this paper Thursday in Monrovia, Mr. Kloh pointed out that his group will combine
forces with Julu and Dorbor to sue the Liberian government for damaging the hard earned
reputation of the men. "The government has done wrong to Julu and Dorbor; the government
should not go with impunity for damaging the image of respected men who served the nation
with their sweat," Kloh stressed.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 2:00: pm)
Blah in The Hague to Testify in Taylor’s Trial
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•
•
•
•
•

Former President Moses Blah has left the country for The Hague to testify in the trial of his
predecessor, Charles Taylor. Blah is due to begin his testimony on Tuesday or Wednesday or
next week.
According to the report, Mr. Blah left Liberia Wednesday through the Roberts International
Airport in Harbel, Margibi County.
Mr. Blah earlier told the public he was subpoenaed by the UN-backed Special Court sitting in
The Hague to go and testify in the trial.
The former President said the Special Court threatened him with a seven-year imprisonment
if he refuses to testify.
However, the Chief Prosecutor at the court said it was Mr. Blah who requested the Special
Court to subpoena him.

(also reported on Truth FM, ELBC, Sky FM)

Government Takes former Transitional Leader, ex-Speaker and others to Court for Theft
and Economic Sabotage
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Criminal Court ‘C’ at the Temple of Justice has indicted former transitional Chairman
Gyude Bryant and four others for theft and economic sabotage.
The other indictees are former Speaker Edwin Snowe, Senator Richard Divine, Mr. Shieka
Sheriff and Andie Quamie.
The indictment followed a suit filed by government for money they allegedly embezzled at the
Liberia Petroleum Refining Company during the transitional period.
The government accused Bryant, Snowe and others of embezzling US$923,500 from the
refinery. The amount includes US$214055 for alleged bribery and act constituting criminal
conspiracy.
Mr. Snowe served as Managing Director while Devine and Sheriff served as deputies of the
LPRC during the transitional period. Mr. Quamie is an aide to former Speaker Snowe.
Under Liberian law, theft of property and economic sabotage are bailable offenses based on
the submission of a valid bail bond.

Local group wants government join assets recovery drive
•
•
•
•
•
•

A local rights group has called on government to join the Stolen Assets Recovery Initiative.
The Stolen Assets Recovery Initiative is a partnership between World Bank and United Nation
Office of Drugs and Crime, launched on September 17, 2007.
It is intended to help developing counties recover assets stolen by corrupt leaders, help invest
them in effective development programs and combat safe heaven internationally.
Actions for Genuine Democratic Alternatives said the initiative would help recover wealth
illegally accumulated and kept in other countries by present and past leaders.
AGENDA’s call comes in the wake of recent revelations made in Monrovia by the UN-backed
Special Court on Sierra Leone.
The Chief Prosecutor of the court alleged former President Taylor has billions of dollars in a
bank in the United States.

New U.S. Ambassador discusses Liberia
•
•
•
•
•
•

United States Ambassador-designate to Liberia says the post-war country is not out of the
woods yet.
Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield said Liberia’s peace is fragile, its economy remains
weak and high unmet expectations risk compromising Liberia's future.
Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield promised to work diligently to continue the strong
engagement of the United States to keep Liberia moving in the right direction.
She further promised to ensure the attention and commitment of the United States to Liberia
does not waver or diminish during this crucial post-conflict period.
Facing the United States Senate, Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield warned that Liberia will face
many challenges over the next several years.
Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield also promised to use her position to confront people who will
threaten Liberia's recovery process.
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•
•
•

The Ambassador-designate said she will not hesitate to publicly attack corruption, human
rights abuses and the old ways of doing business in Liberia.
Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield observed it was the old way that contributed so much to
Liberia’s breakdown followed by civil conflict.
If confirmed Ambassador Thomas-Greenfield will replace Ambassador Donald Booth who has
served the post for three years.
****

