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BBC World Service Trust
Tuesday, 20 April 2008
Prosecution 27th witness, former Liberian President Moses Blah, is facing questions relating to his own
role in the Liberian civil war and the death of RUF commander Sam Bockarie, as Charles Taylor’s
lawyers try to cast doubt over Mr. Blah’s honesty, when he testified last week in Taylor’s on-going war
crimes trial..
As Alphonsus Zeon of the BBCWST/SFCG reports, key among other controversies, Mr. Blah is being
linked to the death of Sam Bockarie.
WILLIAMS: The former Liberian President Blah rejected the suggestion from Taylor’s lead lawyer,
Courtney Griffiths, that the witness had a hand in the RUF commander Sam Bockarie’s killing. The
autopsy report prepared after an examination of Bockarie’s body read in court Tuesday revealed the RUF
commander had four bullet wounds in his left chest, two in his back, and one bullet stuck in his pelvis.
The Defence said public documents signed by one Jusu Momoh alleged that Mr. Blah had instructed his
Chief of Office Staff, Eugene Nagbe, to deposit Bockarie`s body at the Samuel Stryker Funeral home in
Monrovia. In the witness’s words, he said the statement was a ‘blinking lie’.
GRIFFITHS: Let me read this document to you slowly. “I the undersigned, Jusu Momoh, being duly
sworn, depose and state as follows, to wit, one, that during the early part of the year 2003 I was in charge
of the Samuel A. Stryker Funeral Services located on Tubman Blvd., Sinkor, Monrovia, Liberia, because
the proprietor, Executive Officer Mr. Samuel A. Stryker II, had travelled out of the country. That during
the period referred to above, one Mr. Eugene Nagbe, then Chief of Office Staff for then-Vice President
Moses Blah, at about 4:30 p.m., brought three dead bodies in a pickup truck belonging to Vice President
Moses Blah, and deposited the same at Samuel A. Stryker Funeral Services.” Do you know the Samuel A.
Stryker Funeral Services on Tubman Blvd.?
BLAH: Yes, yes, I know Samuel Stryker Funeral Services. This is completely false. I’m not connected,
and my Chief of Office Staff could explain better to you that I do not know about giving instructions to
carry any body to Stryker Home.
WILLIAMS: Blah also refuted a Monrovia newspaper, called The Analyst newspaper, with an article
quoting a witness who appeared before Liberia’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, alleging Mr Blah,
a former NPFL Special Force supervised a military mission codenamed ‘Operation Grasshopper. The
Defence lawyer added dozens of civilians were massacred on Duport Road, Liberia.
Blah said both the Analyst newspaper’s article a person only known as Debleh, who gave the testimony to
the TRC, had lied. The witness said he had already told the Liberian’s TRC, he’s prepared to appear and
clear his name. Blah also denied questions from Griffiths whether he commanded a unit of Small Boys
Unit of the NPFL.
Blah said he had only taken a 13 year old child soldier into his entourage when he was NPFL Inspector
General, but he said thereafter, the child never engaged in military battles.
GRIFFITHS: Did you have a Small Boy Unit attached to you?
BLAH: Yes.
GRIFFITHS: For how long
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BLAH: Up to now.
GRIFFITHS: What, you still have a Small Boy Unit now?
BLAH: No, let me elaborate. I had a Small Boy Unit. This is a fellow whose brother was killed in Kakata.
I found them on the campus of [B.W.R.] with a lady also fighting for NPFL. And this boy was very small.
[Phrase indistinct]. But this boy, we saw him and he’s crying around. We took him a few weeks ago. He
has been on a training. So I said ‘no, this is a very small boy. Let him come and be with me. I will care for
him, I will take care of him.
WILLIAMS: The cross-examination of the former Liberian president, Moses Blah, has finally ended
Tuesday afternoon. And customarily, the Prosecution had a brief re-examination of the witness.
For the BBC World Service Trust / Search for Common Ground, Adolphus Williams, The Hague.
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BBC World Service Trust
Tuesday, 20 April 2008
Moses Blah ends testimony at Taylor trial
By Alphonsus Zeon
The former Liberian Vice President, Moses Blah on Tuesday, 20 May, ended his testimony at the
trial of his former boss, Charles Taylor, at the UN‐backed Special Court sitting in The Hague,
The Netherlands.
On the last day of his testimony, the 27th prosecution witness faced questions relating to his own
role in the Liberian civil war and the death of the former Commander of the RUF rebel
movement, Sam Bockarie, as Mr Taylor’s lawyers sought to cast doubt over his honesty.
It follows damning allegations by Mr Blah that Mr Taylor instructed his fighters to kill Mr
Bockaris.
Under cross examination, Mr Blah rejected suggestions from Taylor’s lead lawyer, Courtney
Griffiths that Blah had a hand in the death of Sam Bockarie. The autopsy report prepared after
an examination of Bockarie’s body read out in court on Tuesday, revealed the RUF commander
had four bullets lodged in his chest, two in his back and one in his pelvis.
Mr Blah said a public notary document signed by one Jusu Momoh, alleging that Mr. Blah had
instructed his Chief of Office Staff, Eugene Nagbe to deposit Bockarie’s body at the Samuel
Stryker Funeral home in Monrovia was “a blinking lie”.
He also refuted a Monrovia newspaper article quoting a witness who appeared before the
country’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission, alleging that he [Blah] had supervised a
military mission codenamed “Operation Grass Hopper”, in which several dozen civilians were
massacred on Duport Road in Monrovia.
Blah said both the Analyst newspaper, which published the article, and the person only
identified as Debleh, had lied.
Blah answered in the negative to questions from Griffiths on whether he commanded a child
soldier unit, known as the Small Boys’ Unit of the NPFL. He said he had only taken in a 13‐year‐
old child soldier when he was Inspector General of the NPFL, but on humanitarian grounds. He
went on to say that the boy, Tamba Allieu, ceased being a fighter thereafter and that he was still
under his care.
Courtesy: BBC World Service Trust and Search for Common Ground
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Associated Press
Tuesday, 20 May 2008
Taylor witness says his daughter was beaten while he testified in The Hague
THE HAGUE, Netherlands: Liberia's former president said Tuesday his daughter was assaulted on her
way home from school while he was testifying for the prosecution at the war crimes trial of his
predecessor, Charles Taylor.
Moses Blah, who briefly became the West African nation's president in 2003 after Taylor was forced into
exile, told judges Tuesday about the attack on his fifth day of testimony.
"Three or four days ago, my daughter was beaten by two men while coming from school," Blah said. He
gave no further details of the attack or of his daughter's condition. The attack was believed to have
occurred in Liberia.
Blah is the most senior former Liberian government official to testify against Taylor since the trial began
in earnest in January.
He began testifying last Wednesday about Taylor's rise to power in Liberia and links between his regime
and the government of Libya. Despite his senior position in Taylor's militia and government, Blah's
testimony shed little light on the former president's links to rebels in Sierra Leone.
Taylor has pleaded not guilty to murder, rape, torture and enlisting child soldiers during the 10-year civil
war in Sierra Leone, which ended in 2002. He is accused of arming and commanding Sierra Leone rebels
from his headquarters in Liberia's capital, Monrovia.
Blah had been granted permission to testify anonymously, but decided to speak in open court despite his
family receiving e-mailed death threats. He told the three-judge panel at the Special Court for Sierra
Leone about the attack on his daughter after prosecutor Stephen Rapp asked him to outline his need for
ongoing security in Liberia.
Several witnesses have already testified using pseudonyms at the trial and prosecutors say some may have
to be relocated after testifying because of fears of reprisals.
The Sierra Leone court usually sits in the country's capital, Freetown, but Taylor's trial is being held in a
courtroom rented from the International Criminal Court in The Hague because of fears the case could
trigger fresh violence.
Blah's testimony was expected to end Wednesday.
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United Nations

Nations Unies

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries
20 May 2008
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

Newspaper Summary

Blah Faces Cross-Examination As Defense Team Claims Inconsistency in Testimony
(New Democrat, Heritage, The Parrot, The Inquirer, Plain Truth, National Chronicle, The Informer, The News)

•

•

Lawyers representing former President Charles Taylor in the war crimes trial in The Hague on
Monday began cross-examining witness Moses Blah while downplaying the notion that he was
an insider and had knowledge on Taylor-RUF links.
According to the media during day one of the cross-examination of Blah, the lead Defense
Counsel, Courtenay Griffiths claimed that the witness gave conflicting statements regarding
Taylor’s alleged involvement in the war in Sierra Leone but Mr. Blah rejected the claim saying
the media misquoted him relative to his predecessor, Charles Taylor being not guilty of war
crimes in Sierra Leone.

5 Former Transitional Government Officials Case Postponed Till Friday

(New Democrat, National Chronicle, Daily Observer, Heritage)

•
•

The case involving former Finance Minister, Luseni Kamara, his deputy and three others have
been postponed till Friday, 23rd May 2008 after Criminal Court “C” found out that the 15member jury for this term of court was not legally summoned.
Former Finance Minister, Luseni Kamara along with his Deputy Tugbeh Doe and three others,
Tapple Doe, Albert Quaye and Pyne Wollo, appeared in court yesterday after being charged
with embezzling over LD$11 million and US$4 million from government coffers during the
transitional government of Gyude Bryant.

Several Schools Principals Penalized By Ministry of Education
(The Inquirer)

•
•

The Minister of Education, Dr. Joseph Korto has suspended four Public School Principals and
two other officials indefinitely for their failure to ensure that their students sit this year’s
exams being administered by the West African Examinations Council (WAEC).
Reports said on the first day of WAEC Exams, students from the affected schools who had
gone to sit the exams were denied by the supervisors of the test on grounds that they had
not registered.

Public Works Demolishes Over 40 Structures Behind BTC Barracks
(The Inquirer, National Chronicle, The Informer, Heritage)

•

•
•

Over forty structures located behind the Barclay Training Centre (BTC) have been demolished
by the Government of Liberia through the Ministry of Public Works.
The exercise is in continuation of the demolition of all illegal structures and the eviction of
squatters occupying government’s properties.
Speaking to reporters following the exercise yesterday Public Works authorities said the
squatters had been forewarned to vacate the land but had ignored the warnings.

Narcotic Drugs worth L$1M Seized in Ganta

(Daily Observer)

•

Police in Ganta have seized 270-kilogram of narcotic drugs with a street value of L$1 million
while on patrol on the Ganta-Saclepea road upon tipoff.
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•
•

Police authorities said those arrested are Alfred Zuo and John Nuahn and that during
interrogation the men informed the police that the drugs belonged to some unidentified
women who had asked them to transport the drugs.
This is one of the huge consignments of drugs to be seized by the Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) in less than a month in Ganta. Last month, police in that area arrested
One Elijah Myers for carrying 5 bags of marijuana weighing 148 kilogrammes.

Radio Summary
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)

President Sirleaf Begins Working Session of Cabinet Retreat Today
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf will today Tuesday hold the first session of her cabinet retreat
in Robertsport, Grand Cape Mount County.
• President Sirleaf and cabinet are due to deliberate on a national response to the looming
global food crisis, discuss a proposed Public Finance Law and receive a report from the
cement committee, progress on the Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS) and discussions on the
budget performance for 2007/2008 and 2009 respectively.
• The Ministry of Agriculture will present a strategic paper on the way forward for Liberia in the
wake of the global food crisis, while the Water and Sewer Corporation also make
presentations on the status of Urban-Rural water resources in Liberia.
• The three-day Cabinet retreat is the second gathering of the cabinet outside the capital,
Monrovia this year.
• It can be recalled that in March this year, President Johnson Sirleaf, held her first Cabinet
Retreat in Voinjama, Lofa County.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Security Officers Withdraw from Vahun, Lofa County
•
Reports from Lofa County say Custom and Immigration officers at the Liberia-Sierra Leone
border in Vahun have pulled out of the area.
According to correspondents, the officers’ decision to pull out is due to a long standing
•
dispute between the security forces and citizens of the area over the alleged refusal of
travellers to present documents for inspection.
•
Security officers accuse citizens of stalling their work on claims that the travellers are their
relatives and should not be subject to inspection.
• Meanwhile, the office of the county’s superintendent has launched an investigation into the
matter.
Five Former Transitional Officials to Reappear in Court Friday
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

Police Nabs Five For Possession Of over US$11,000 Counterfeit Banknotes
• Police in Monrovia have arrested five men with more than US$11,000 counterfeit banknotes.
• The suspects include two Liberians, Gideon Johnson, a son of Nimba County Senator Prince
Johnson and Cletus Oyarbo and three Nigerians including Kayode Makun, Adesanya Tai
Akwola and John Osunde.
• Police said the men were arrested on Friday with the counterfeits which are in hundred bills
and have urged business people to watch out for such money.
• Meanwhile, the men are currently in Police custody awaiting prosecution.
(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC)

*****
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The American Society of International Law
Tuesday, 20 May 2008
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Justice Initiative
Tuesday, 20 May 2008
Press Release
GROUNDBREAKING REPORT ASSESSES IMPACT OF YUGOSLAVIA TRIBUNAL
For Immediate Release
Contact: David Berry: +1-212-548-0385; dberry@justiceinitiative.org
<mailto:dberry@justiceinitiative.org>
(New York)
NEW YORK, May 20, 2008â€”A groundbreaking new report published today by the Open Society Justice
Initiative examines the impact in Serbia of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(ICTY).
Shrinking the Space for Denial: The Impact of the ICTY in Serbia is the most comprehensive analysis to
date of the court's impact in a country directly affected by its work. The report, by Diane Orentlicher,
professor of international law at American University's Washington College of Law and special counsel to
the Justice Initiative, is being published in conjunction with the fifteenth anniversary of the ICTY's
founding.
Click here
<http://www.justiceinitiative.org/db/resource2?res_id=104091> to download the full report as a PDF or
Word document.
The 134-page report provides a detailed look at the ICTY's role and challenges in:
â€¢ Dispelling the impunity of Serbians accused of playing a key role in atrocities committed in the
Balkan wars of the 1990s;
â€¢ Contributing to Serbian society's progress in acknowledging and condemning Serbian leaders' and
institutions' role in those atrocities; and
â€¢ Strengthening the rule of law in Serbia.
Shrinking the Space for Denial also assesses how the ICTY's own performance has affected its impact in
Serbia, with a special focus on the trial of Slobodan MiloÅ¡evi .
"Perhaps the most surprising conclusion," Professor Orentlicher noted, "is that the ICTY has helped
stimulate a serious, if still imperfect, process of war crimes prosecutions in Serbiaâ€”something
that would not have happened without the Tribunal."
While focusing on the ICTY's impact in Serbia, Shrinking the Space for Denial notes that Serbia's failure
to arrest Ratko Mladi or to ensure the arrest of Radovan Karadži â€”more than a dozen years after
their indictment on genocide chargesâ€”risks overwhelming the Tribunal's positive impact on victims in
Bosnia and Herzegovina. In the words of a Bosnian woman interviewed by Professor Orentlicher, the
ICTY has done "so many good things but they're in the shadow of Karadži and Mladi ."
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The report is based on interviews with scores of key figures from the ICTY and knowledgeable sources in
Serbia, as well as an extensive review of the court's history and jurisprudence.
"The ICTY is one of the most important international tribunals since Nuremburg," said Robert O.
Varenik, acting executive director of the Open Society Justice Initiative. "This report is essential reading
for anyone interested in getting beyond the theory of international justice and looking at real-world
impacts."

